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TO THE 



QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 



Most Gracious Sovereign, 

When the Rulers of God's own People were 
enthroned, the Book of the Law was by His 
command delivered to them, in order that they 
might transcribe its precepts and promises with 
their hands, and treasure them in their hearts. 

In like manner, the Sacred Volume of the Old 
and New Testament, brought from His altar, is 
presented to the Sovereigns of the British Empire, 
at their enthronement and Coronation in His House. 

The Writer, therefore, of a work which demon- 
strates the Inspiration of the Holy Scriptures, 
may be pardoned in having aspired for permission to 
inscribe his labours to Your Majesty. 

Considerations also of a less public nature sug- 
gested that desire to the Author of this Volume. 
You were graciously pleased to appoint him to a 
Canonry in that Royal Church in which Your 
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Majesty was crowned ; and You thus afforded him 
the necessary leisure for this work, which he has 
been enabled, through Your condescension, to offer 
to Your Majesty, as a hearty though unworthy 
tribute of his gratitude. 

He may, perhaps, be allowed to say, that he was 
likewise led to pray for this indulgence for another 
reason. The Lectures in this Volume were de- 
livered before an University which, to its general joy, 
was recently honoured by Your Majesty with Your 
gracious presence and distinguished favour. And 
as one of its Members, the Author is very thankful 
for the privilege of expressing those feelings of 
dutifiil and affectionate loyalty for Your Royal 
Person and Office, which spring forth as the natural 
fruits of that time-honoured system of "sound 
Learning and religious Education," characterizing, 
— ^and may it ever characterize! — the Universities 
of England. 

He might also, Most Gracious Sovereign, pro- 
ceed to speak, not only of the Universities, but 
of the entire Church of England and Ireland. She 
receives the Holy Scriptures, not as the word of man, 
but as ^^ given hy Inspiration of God* f^ she knows 
that they are His 'lively Oracles Y' to be obeyed 

* 2 Tim. iii. 16. f Rom. iii. 2. Acts vii. 38. 



DEDICATION. Vll 

by all, and that all will be '^judged hy them *." She 
proclaims, in the sight and ear of all men, that in them 
it is written, that Sovereigns are " God!s Ministers jT 
and that " whosoever resisteth" them, in any lawful 
command, " resisteth the ordinance of God J." And 
believing these to be the words of the King of 
Kings, she acts, and has ever acted, accordingly. 
She inculcates loyalty as a sacred duty not only to 
man but to God, and as service which He will repay 
hereafter, as done to Himself; and she has ever, 
therefore, been ready, not only to pray and to 
preach, but, when need required, to suffer also, for 
those who, like Your Gracious Majesty, have been 
entrusted by the Providence of God with the charge 
of the people of this land. 

It is. Madam, a subject for devout congratulation 
to the whole British Empire, that, among other aus- 
picious influences, through the fostering care of some 
of Your own Princely Predecessors, especially those 
whose names are commemorated in the Preface 
and Dedication of that noblest Work of English 
Literature, our Authorized Version of the Bible, 
there has long existed in the heart of the British 
Nation a deeply rooted belief in the Inspiration 
of Holy Scripture. 

That this belief may be cherished, confirmed, 

* John xii. 48. f Rom. xiii. 6. % Rom. xiii. 2. 
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propagated, and established in all parts of the Com- 
munity ; and that its results may be seen in dutiful 
love for the Sovereign, in the stability of the 
Throne, in the maintenance of Law, and in the 
increase of Peace and Prosperity; and that He, 
"^^ Whom Kings reign, and Princes decree jtistice*,' 
may keep Your Royal Person safe under His Divine 
protection, and may bestow His richest blessings, 
temporal and eternal, on Your Majesty, Your 
Illustrious Consort, and Your Royal Offspring, is, 
and ever will be, the hearty prayer of. 

Most Gracious Sovereign, 

Your Majesty's devoted Subject and Servant, 

CHR. WORDSWORTH. 

* Prov. viii. 15. 



Cloisters, Westminster, 
April 19, 1848. 



PREFACE. 



The following Discourses, delivered before the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge in the months of April and 
October, 1847, are published in accordance with 
the will of the pious and learned Founder of the 
Hulsean Lectureship. 

The design of the present Volume is described 
in the Introductory Lecture ; and the Author has 
now only to invite the reader's attention to one 
general observation. 

Theological Writers in this country, especially in 
the last and present century, have laboured with 
great diligence and zeal in demonstrating the Inspi- 
ration of Scripture from internal evidence. 

Their researches are entitled to the highest praise, 
and have been productive of most beneficial results. 

Something, however, of great importance has still 
remained to be done, for the same end, though in 
another manner. 

It is a most solemn and momentous truth, that 
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LECTURE I. 



John iv. 39 — 42. 



^^ And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on Him 
for the saying of the woman, which testified, He told me all that 
ever I did. So when the Samaritans were come unto Him, they 
besought Him that he would tarry with them : and He abode there 
two days. And many more believed became of His own word ; 
and said unto the woman, Now we believe, not because of thy 
saying : for we have heard Him ourselves, and know that this is 
indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world" 

Great is our reason for gratitude to Almighty God 
that His Holy Word is disseminated in almost every 
climate under heaven, and that our own Country 
has been permitted to take an active part in the 
blessed work of its diffusion. Much cause also have 
we for thankfulness that, in our own Authorized 
Version of Holy Scripture, we possess the privilege 
of a Translation combining simplicity and dignity of 
language with perspicuity and fidelity of interpreta- 
tion. Precious, however, as these two privileges 
are, yet perhaps it may be justly affirmed that the 
paramount blessing which we enjoy, as a Church, is 

B 



2 WHAT THE FOUNDATION IS [LECT. 

this — that Holy Scripture, pure and entire, is our 
Rule of Faith ; and that nothing is to be preached 
by the Ministers of the Church of England, as of 
necessity to salvation^ which is not read in the Word 
of God, or may not reasonably be concluded from 
the same. 

But, my beloved brethren, the office which, by 
God's providence, the Church of England has been 
called to discharge in the guardianship and dissemi- 
nation of Holy Scripture, and the inestimable gift 
which He has vouchsafed to her in her Authorized 
Version, and the privilege He has conferred upon 
her in enabling her to assert the supremacy and 
sufficiency of Holy Scripture in matters of faith, 
these are not only just reasons for thankfulness to 
Him, but they are also solemn calls to calm investi- 
gation and clear demonstration of the grounds upon 
which certain books are believed by us to be Scrips 
ture ; that is, to be the authentic word of the One, 
All-wise, All-holy, and Almighty Creator and 
Governor of the world. 

Suppose we receive into our hands an English 
Bible. Suppose we offer it to the illiterate or unbe- 
lieving. Suppose we bear it with us into distant 
lands, and appeal to it as containing an infallible 
standard of faith and practice. Suppose also that 
the question were then put to us, How do you show 
that these writings, and these alone, are indeed the 
Word of God ? Should we, let me ask, be prepared 
with such an answer to this most important ques- 
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tion as would carry conviction to the mind of the 
inquirer ? 

Again, we have not only the simple and in- 
credulous to deal with ; many also there are of 
our fellow-Christians in this and other lands, who 
acknowledge with us that God has spoken to the 
world, and has revealed His will in writing ; but 
they do not agree with us in the names and number 
of the books of which that writing consists. Some 
receive more than we do ; some less. Are we, then, 
able and ready to show that the Books, neither 
more nor less, which we receive as inspired, are 
indeed those in which the Revelation of God to 
man is contained ? 

Further still : during a period of now three hun- 
dred years, and especially in our own days, great 
efforts have been made by learned Theologians of the 
Romish communion, to prove the two following 
propositions : — 

Ist, That the Books which in our Bibles are 
commonly called Apocrypha are of eqiwl authority 
with the other Books of the Sacred Volume, which 
we call Canonical^ for the proof of articles of faith ; 
and, 

2ndly, That the Books of the New Testament 
were not generally received, as inspired, by the 
Christian Church till the fourth century after Christ*. 

* Dr. Milner, End of Controversy, Letter xi., "The Canon 
of Scripture was fixed at the end of the fourth century." — Mr. 
Newman's Essay on Development, p. 142. *' On what ground do 

B 2 
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Now, if the former of these two propositions be 
true, then it would follow that the Canonical Scrip- 
tures, as we receive them, are not a sufficient rule of 
faith, but require the addition of the Apocrypha. 
And if the latter assertion be proved, then the 
written Word, even with the addition of the Apo- 
crypha, cannot be, what we maintain it isy a suffir- 
dent rule oi faith ; for, according to that hypothesis, 
the first three centuries immediately succeeding the 
Apostles passed away without a distinct knowledge 
of what was Scripture and what was not ; which we 
cannot imagine would have been the case, if Holy 
Scripture were the all-sufficient rule of the Christian 
faith. 

If also the Scriptures were not recognized as the 
Word of God till the fourth century after Christ, 
then we have here a remarkable instance of a new 
law of faith and practice emerging, as it were, long 
after the Apostolic age ; and it will be impossible for 
us to assign any Kpiit to the process of Development, 
both dogmatical and practical, of which, if we may 
so speak, the divinization of books, more than three 
hundred years after their composition, is so striking 
an example. 

The pious Founder of the Hulsean Lectureship in 
this University intended thereby to serve the cause 

we receive the Canon (of the New Testament), but on the 
authority of the Church of the fourth and ffth centuries ? The 
Church at that era decided that certain Books were of authority." 
See below, Lecture V. 
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of Revealed Religion and of the Christian Church ; 
and since it is essential to the maintenance of 
Christianity that the grounds should be clearly 
understood on which it is aflSrmed that the Canonical 
Books of the Old and New Testament, as received 
by the Church of England, constitute the complete 
Word of Inspiration (for " the main principle where- 
upon our belief of all things therein contained de- 
pendeth, is, that the Scriptures are the oracles of 
God Himself*"), I propose, with the Divine bless- 
ing, to examine the reasons which persuade us to 
recognize these writings as divine, and these alone. 

May the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life. 
Who spake by the Prophets and Apostles, endue us 
with vrisdom to perceive and with power to speak 
the truth, and give you willing and understanding 
hearts to, receive and retain the same ! 

Before we proceed further, it must be defined, 
what we mean by Canonical Books, and by the 
Canon of Scripture. 

The term Canon properly signifies a linef or rule ; 

* Hooker, III. viii. 13. 

f The words ilSp, icai'va, Kavtitv, and Latin eanna are of the 
same stock, and signify a measuring reed, KoXafiog ofioios pa/3^^, 
Revel, xi. 1, hence, * arundo et mensura Jldei,* Victor. Petav. ad 
loc. cf. Ezech. xl. passim, and Origen. de Principiis, i, 2 ; " certa 
linea perfectaque regula." The word Kavwv was used in a 
critical sense by the Alexandrine grammarians to designate those 
Authors who were received (iyicptvo/Lecvot) as models (Auctores 
Classic!) in their respective departments of Literature. See 
Ruhnken. Hist. Crit Orat. Gr. xciv. Thus the word was made 
ready to the hands of Theological Writers, for the use in which 
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and is sometimes applied to the tongue of a balance, 
which indicates by its position whether the scales 
are in equilibrium. Hence, Canonical Books are 
those which form the Divine Rule, by which men 
ascertain whether they are walking orderly in the 
straight path of God's Law, and by which they 
examine themselves^ whether they are in the Faith *, 
and weigh their lives, as it were, in the Balance of 
the Sanctuary. In a word, the Canon of Scripture 
is the divinely inspired Code of Belief and Practice. 

Such is the sense in which we shall use the words 
Canon and Canonical. Tliis statement is very neces- 
sary to be borne in mind ; for, as we shall see here- 
after, the word Canonical is not unfrequently used in 
a far wider sense by some early Christian Writers ; 
and is sometimes extended by them, so as to embrace 
those Books which in our Authorized Version are 
termed Apocrypha, and which would be more pro- 
perly called Ecclesiastical Books, as having been 
read from time immemorial in the Christian Eccksia 
or Church; which, certain other Books, properly 
called Apocryphal^ never were f . 

It being thus premised, that in these Discourses 
we shall employ the word Canonical in its strict 
sense of appertaining to the Divine Rule or Canon 
of Faith and Practice, we now proceed to en- 
quire, — 

How do we prove that certain Books are Canoni- 

it is employed by them. See Credner*s Geschichte des Kanons, 
pp. 7—59. Halle, 1847. 

* 2 Cor. xiii. 5. f Compare Hooker, V. xx. 7. 
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cal, and that they, and they alone, constitute the 
Canon of Scripture ? 

To this important question, very different replies 
are given by different parties. 

Firsts Some affirm that they have an intuitive per- 
ception of the Divine nature of Scripture, and that 
they at once recognize the Bible to be distinct irom, 
and superior to, all other compositions. The Spirit 
of Grod within us, they say, witnesses to the Spirit 
in the Scriptures, that the Scriptures are the Word 
of God* 

To this we reply, it is perfectly true that Scrip- 
ture is admirably adapted to produce in every mind 
reallt/ influenced by the Holy Spirit, an intimate 
persuasion that it is the Word of God. But, the 
things cf God knoweth no man^ but the Spirit of God f ; 
and the question is, How do we know that we our- 
selves have the Spirit? We are forbidden in Scrip- 
ture to believe every spirit; we are there com- 
manded to try the spirits^ whether they be of GodXl 
and we have no way of trying them, except by the 

• Confessio Belgica, Art. v. August! Libri Symbol, p. 172. 
Confessio Gallica, ibid. p. iii. The language of the XXXIX 
Articles, (viz. "Sacrae Scripturae nomine eos canonicos libros 
Veteris et Novi Testamenti intelligimus, de quorum auctoritate 
in Ecclesia nunquam dubitatum est,") as compared with that of 
these Confessions, capable though these Confessions are of 
Hooker's charitable construction, (III. viii. 15,) is very remark- 
able, and the more so because the Augsburgh Confession does 
not enter into the question of the grounds of the Canon at all. 

f 1 Cor. ii. 11. X 1 Johniv. 1. 
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Word of God. We must, therefore, frst be sure 
that we have the Word, before we can ascertain 
whether we possess the Spirit of God. And, there- 
fore, we cannot prove the Word by the spirit within 
us, which must itself wait to be proved by the 
Word ; but^ when we have proved that we have the 
Word of God, and from that Word have assured 
ourselves that we have the Spirit, then, and not till 
then, we may rely on the witness of the Spirit within 
us to the Divine Spirit in the Word* 

Let us also observe, that if our own persuasion, 
antecedent to, and independent of, ea^temal evidence 
were to be regarded as an adequate proof of the 
Inspiration of Scripture, then the consequence would 
be, that there would be a multitude of Books 
differing greatly from each other, all possessing an 
equal claim to inspiration. There is scarcely any Re- 
ligion in the whole world which has not its own sacred 
Books, which its votaries receive as inspired. And 
if the testimony of men's minds were to be accepted 
as a sufficient proof of inspiration, then what claims 
would the Bible have above those of the Koran? 
And to speak only of Christians : some continental 
Reformers of great celebrity were betrayed by an 
arbitrary abuse of private judgment * into irreverent 

* See Seckendorf, Hist. Lutheranismi, Schol. iv. ad Indicem 
Primum, Luther's Vorrede zur Uebersetzung, &c., 1524. See 
Dewar on German Protest, pp. 117. 212. There is scarcely a 
single book in the whole Bible, which has not been treated as 
spurious by some one or other of the Neologists of Germany 
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expressions concerning certain books of the New 
Testament, for instance, the Epistle of St. James 
and the Apocalypse. Were they justified herein, 
and shall these books be rejected by us? God 
forbid! We do not, and will not, so deal with 
them. 

Again, the Church of Rome would require us to 
receive the books of Tobit and of Judith, and 
sundry others, as of equal authority with the Penta- 
teuch and the Gospel. Are those books therefore 
the Word of God ? By no means. 

Again, some of our own writers* would have 
brought the rest of the world to their own per- 
suasion, that the spurious work called Apostolic 
Constitutions, and some others of similar stamp, 
have an equal claim to be regarded as inspired 
with the Books of the New Testament. Was this 
reasonable or excusable? Far from it. Do we 
not, therefore, see clearly, that by making our 
own private persuasions the standard of Scrip- 
tural Canonicity, we should soon be in great danger 
of losing the whole Canon of Scripture ? 

Secondlf/, there have been others who would rest 
content with the following proof that Scripture is 
the Word of God. 

and Switzerland, who have thus given a great triumph to 
Romish Theolc^ans, who would thence conclude that the World 
can have no Bible, without a Pope. See Perrone, Loci Theol. 
p. 1077. (pt. ii. cap. i. prop. 2.) Malou, Lecture de la Sainte 
Bible, ii. p. 17. (Louvain, 1846.) 

• e, g, Winston, Tentamen de Const. Apost. Lond. 1711, and 
even Richard Montague, ad Orig. Eccles. 394. 
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The condition of the world without Revelation, 
they justly observe, shows that a Revelation was neces- 
sary. A Revelation being needed, we have it, they 
add, in Scripture. For the Books of Scripture treat 
of a period of time co-extensive with the world's 
existence ; they deal with the most lofty and abstruse 
subjects ; many of them were vmtten by unlettered 
men, and, yet, in dignity and sublimity they far 
transcend all human compositions; and all the 
learning of this world has never been able to dis- 
cover any error in them ; but, on the contrary, the 
more minutely they are examined, the more striking 
is their beauty, and the more evident is their truth. 
Observe also the wonderful harmony of all the parts 
of the sacred Volume, although from the time of 
the writing of Genesis to that of the Apocalypse, 
there intervened more than fifteen hundred years: 
surely, therefore, the Bible came from Him with 
Whom a ihcmsand years a/re but a^ one day *. See 
also how accurately the prophecies of the Old Testa- 
ment are fulfilled in the history of the New. Who 
could predict such distant events with such minute 
circumstantiality, but He alone who beholds and 
sees all things at a glance, and governs all things 
by His word ? 

Consider, also, what a series of wonderful inter- 
ferences, all tending to preserve, protect, and diffuse 
the sacred Volume, are presented to us in the 
records of its history, extending over more than 

♦ 2 Pet. iii. 8. 
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three thousand years. Certainly, it will be con- 
fessed, that the object of such special providences 
was something more than human. Nay, more, if 
the Bible is not God's Word, it cannot be regarded 
with favour by God; for it professes to be from 
Him : and if this profession is false, it must be most 
offensive to Him; and it cannot be supposed that 
He has been working for so many hundreds of years 
to protect a fraud, and to disseminate a falsehood 
against Himself 

Again, it is a matter of history, that the most 
wonderfril beneficial effects have been produced by 
the Scriptures. Nations have been reclaimed from 
barbarism, and rescued from vice, and emancipated 
from idolatry by their means ; we ourselves are wit- 
nesses of their divine power. Our moral, social, and 
political life, liberty, and happiness, are results of the 
doctrines preached by Christ and His Apostles. We 
know, also, from testimony independent of Scripture, 
and even opposed to it, that the writers of these 
books died for the faith which they there taught; 
we see that they affirm their own inspiration, and we 
are assured by contemporary witnesses, that they gave 
evidence of it by working miracles, and by speaking 
in languages which they had never learnt. Is it in any 
degree credible that they, and the thousands who 
heard and saw them, and were converted by them, 
and suffered for the faith which they received from 
them, should have been deluded in this great matter ? 
Is it possible that God should have allowed mankind 
to be so deceived by persons speaking in His name ? 
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Is it not impiety to imagine that, by enabling them 
to foretel future events, and to speak with tongues, 
and to work miracles, and to preach doctrines con- 
sonant with, though far transcending, the dictates of 
nature, reason, and conscience, He should have au- 
thenticated their message to the world, if they had 
not been sent by Him ? 

These are most important considerations ; and are 
very necessary to be borne in mind in their due 
order and degree. They are essential for the proof 
of the inspiration of Scripture ; but they are not 
of themselves sufficient for that purpose. 

They suppose a knowledge of Scripture and of 
History, and are not adapted to arrest the attention 
of the careless, the ignorant, and the unbeliever, 
who require some living voice, awakening their mind, 
directing them to Scripture, and informing them 
concerning it. 

Besides, even supposing a person to be excited and 
guided to the study of Scripture, these evidences, of 
which I have just spoken, are not sufficient to produce 
a conviction of its inspiration in all its parts ; they 
doy indeed, prove that God has spoken in Scripture, 
but they do not show that all the Scripture — that is, 
every part of the Bible — is, as St. Paul says, ^^ given 
by the inspiration of God f ." 

We require something nKyre'^ to demonstrate that ; 
and this need has been recognized by the writers of 

* See Hooker II. iv. 3, and III. viii. 13. Laud against Fisher, 
sect. 16 and Id. 

"j- rrfiffa ypa^^ Occwrvcuffroc, 2 Tim. iii. 16. 
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Scripture, and by the Holy Spirit Who inspired them. 
If Scripture sufficiently proved itself by its own quaH" 
ties^ or by the history of its authors, or by its results, 
the Holy Spirit (with reverence be it spoken,) would 
not have taken so much care to provide other visible 
evidence of its divine character. The Pentateuch 
would not have been laid up in the Holy of Holies, 
near the Ark of God*. St. Paul would not have 
deemed it necessary to warn his hearers against being 
deluded by letters " as from him f ," nor to affix 
visible tokens to all his epistles. 

Again: supposing that the authors of certain 
Books of Scripture were proved to be inspired, it 
does not follow, necessarily, that all that they wrote 
was inspired. St. Barnabas, as we know from 
Scripture, was " a good man full of the Holy Ghost\,'' 
yet his epistle is no part of Canonical Scripture. 
Besides, there are many Books of Scripture, — such 
as the Book of Judges, Ruth, the Chronicles, Job, 
and others, — of which the authors are unknown ; so 
that it is clear that the proof of the inspiration of 
the Books of Scripture must rest upon some other 
grounds besides those of our knowledge of their 
authors, or even of the fact of their authors being 
inspired. 

We are now brought to consider a third assertion 
concerning the grounds of the Canon of Scripture, — 
the assertion of the Church of Rome. She affirms 

♦ Deut. xxxi. 26. f 2 Thess. ii. 2. % Acts xi. 24. 
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that we can have no certainty upon this subject, 
except by resolving our faith into the teaching of the 
Church. She would have us believe, that whatever 
the Church — ^by which she always means the Roman 
branch of the Church— delivers to us a^ Scripture is 
to be received by us as such, became she delivers it*. 

In support of this allegation, she maintains that 
the Church is more visible and apparent than Scripture, 
and is also more ancient than Scripture; for the Church 
was in existence before a word of Scripture was 
written ; and Scripture was committed to the keeping 
of the Church, and whatever she propounds as in- 
spired is to be accepted as the word of God ; or, in 
other words, according to her teaching, the Canon of 
Scripture rests entirely on the authority of the Church 
of Rome. 

These affirmations contain three fallacies. First : 



* This has been the assertion of the Church of Rome from 
the eleventh century to our own day. It is one of the dictates 
of Pope Gregory VII., that " No Book or Chapter is to be re- 
garded as Canonical without the Pope's authority ; " see Cardinal 
Baron. Annal. Ecct. xi. p. 632, ad a.d. 1076. Pighius says, 
" The Church (of Rome) can give Canonical authority to books 
which have no such authority from themselves or their Author." 
See his Hierarch. iii. 3. Stapleton asserts the same, Relect. 
Contr. 5. qu. 2. art. 4. Controv. 5. lib. 9. c. 14; he says, that 
the Shepherd of Hermas and Apostolical Constitutions may be 
added to the Canon, if the Church of Rome pleases. And the 
Roman Professor Perrone thus writes in his Theological Lectures 
(ii. p. 1051, 1052. ed. Paris, 1842), " The Roman Church, being 
the Mother and Mistress of Churches, had power to constitute 
the true Canon of Scripture." 
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they confound the present Church of Rome, which is 
only a part^ and a very corrupt part, of the Church, 
with the primitive Church Catholic. We can prove 
— ^and shall hereafter do so — that the decrees of the 
emsting Church of Rome concerning the Canon of 
Scripture are inconsistent with, and destructive of, 
the teaching of the ancient universal Church of 
Christ respecting that subject. Yes, and it is because 
we revere the testimony of the primitive Catholic 
Church, and the testimony of a greater than the 
Church, namely, that of Christ Himself, that we 
cannot accept the Canon of the present Church of 
Rome. 

Secondly: Let it be granted that the Church is 
more visible than Scripture, yet it in no way follows 
therefirom that the Scripture derives its authority 
from the Church; or that what the Church (and 
much less what a part of the Church) delivers to us 
as Scripture, is therefore^ and for no other reason, 
to be received by us as such. To use a familiar 
illustration, — a sign upon a road shows the traveller 
the way to a city ; the sign is more visible than the 
city, but it does not make the city ; and, if it were 
destroyed, the city would still remain ; and when the 
traveller arrives at the city, the city proves itself to 
be the place which the sign indicated, and so proves 
the credibility of the sign. Thus, the Christian 
Church, it is true, directs us to Scripture, but she 
does not make Scripture, nor give authority to it; 
but, on the contrary. Scripture gives authority to the 
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Church, and proves the truth of her testimony con- 
cerning Scripture. 

Thirdly : It is said that the Church is more ancient 
than Scripture ; that there was a Church of God on 
earth before the Old Testament ; and that the 
Christian Church existed before any of the New 
Testament was written; and therefore^ it is said, 
Scripture depends upon the Church. But this pro- 
ceeds on the false assumption that the authority of 
Scripture is grounded on the fact of its being written ; 
whereas it is wholly derived from its being the Word 
of God. Scripture is God's Word, written ; the 
writing of the word is no necessary condition of its 
existence, though it is a quality very useful for the 
preservation and diffusion of the Word. The Church 
is, indeed, called by St. Paul, "the Pillar and 
Ground of the truth * ;" — It is the Pillar of truth, as 
being a visible witness; and it is the Ground of 
truth, as upholding the same; but the Church is 
itself based upon the Word of God, spoken by 
Christf. ^^ Other foundation can no man lay,'' says 
the same Apostle, " than that is laid, Jesus Christ if." 
And again, " Ye are built on the fmtndation of the 
Apostles and Prophets^ ;" that is, on the Word of God 
preached by Christ's ministers both before and after 
His coming, ^^Jesv^ Christ himself being the head 

* 1 Tim. iii. 15. SruXoc Kai 'E^patw/Lta. 

+ Hence St. Irenseus (iii. 2.) calls the Gospel the Pillar and 
Foundation of the Church {arvkov koX arripiyfia ttIq 'EiCK\ri<rlas 
TO ehayyiXioy), J 1 Cor. iii. II. § Ephes. ii. 20. 
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cornerstone^ We are " bom againy not of corrup- 
tible seedy but of incorruptible, by the Word of God*'' 
" Of His own mil begat He us with the Word of 
truth -fr 

The Church, then, is a divinely instituted society 
of believers, who are born by Water and the Word ; 
the Church is cleansed and sanctified by the Word, 
for " Christ loved the Church, and gave Himself for it, 
that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing 
of Water by the Word if." She therefore owes all her 
being and her beauty to the Word; and she is, 
therefore, posterior to the Word, though not to 
the writing o/'the Word. This Word, by God's will, 
for our salvation, was consigned to writing, and it 
has been committed by God to the custody of the 
Church, who is commanded to preach the same ; but 
it is as preposterous to affirm that it owes its au* 
thority to the Church, as it would be to say, that a 
Royal Writ depends for its validity on the Keeper 
of the Great Seal ; or that the power of the Monarch 
is derived from the Herald who proclaims his acces- 
sion to the throne. 

It is to be observed, also, ^hat, by resolving 
our belief in the Canon of Scripture into the 
tradition of the Church, as the sufficient and final 
cause of our assent to the same, we should, in fact, 
be undermining the foundations of the Church her- 
self, and leave ourselves without any ground for 

* 1 Peter i. 23. f James i. 18. % Ephes. v. 25, 26. 

C 
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belief in her teaching ; for this belief rests on the 
Word of God. But if the Word of God is to depend 
entirely for its authority on the witness of the 
Church, then we shall have, in fine^ the Church 
bearing testimony to herself^ — a kind of evidence 
which no one can be bound to receive. And this 
objection is much stronger against the Romish theory, 
when we remember that it would require us to 
resolve our faith in the Canon of Scripture, not into 
the tradition of the primitive universal Church, but 
into that of the existing Roman branch of it, which 
is at variance with that of the Catholic Church ; so 
that, in fact, it would leave us without any sure 
ground for belief, either in Scripture or the Church. 

What, then, it may now be enquired, are the 
grounds on which we aflBrm that the Books called 
Canonical by the Church of England were dictated 
by the Holy Ghost? 

First of all, we reply, it is an indubitable /ac^ that 
a religious society, known by the name of the Church, 
exists, and has existed in this country since the time 
of the Apostles : and that this society exercises a 
visible authority, ^nd discharges public oflSces of 
prayer, and preaching, and the ministry of the sacra- 
ments, in certain public buildings called churches, 
throughout the Realm. This society appeals to the 
eye and to the ear of all; and from its extent, 
numbers, and antiquity, is entitled to be heard with 
respect. The Church presents us with a Volume *, 

* See Hooker III. viii. 14, and IT, vii. 3. 
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called the Holy Bible, containing writings which 
she afBnns to be inspired by God. But, observe, she 
does not require us to receive them on her sole 
authority ; she does not found the claims of the 
English Bible on the sanction of the eaisting English 
Church. No: she appeals to the testimony of the 
Church universal^ in and from the time of Christ and 
His Apostles to this hour. "In the name of the 
Holy Scriptures," she says, in her sixth Article, " we 
do understand those Canonical Books of the Old and 
New Testament, of whose authority was never any 
dovbt in the Church^ Thus the Church of England 
takes us as it were by the hand, and leads us upward 
by an ascending scale of past generations, and places 
us on the elevated platform of primitive Christianity ; 
she lands us, as it were, on a mountain of transfigu- 
ration, in the company of Moses, and Elias, and the 
Apostles, and of Christ Himself. 

We find, and we shall hereafter endeavour to 
prove, that Jesus Christ and His Apostles recognized 
the Scriptures of the Old Testament in the hands of 
the Jews ; that He stamped the Jewish Canon of 
Scripture with His own Divine seal. We have re- 
ceived iliat Canon, and are authorized and obliged 
to do so by our belief in Christ ; and we know that 
the Old Testament in our hands agrees precisely 
with that in the hands of the Jews at the time of our 
Lord's ministry, and in the hands of Christ Himself. 
This, I say, we can prove from the concurrent wit- 
ness of a countless number of Copies and of Versions 

c 2 
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of the Old Testament preserved both by Jews and 
Christians in every quarter of the globe. 

With respect to the New Testament, the primitive 
Church of Christ exercised a fourfold oflBce : first, 
that of a contemporary Witness to its genuineness 
and authenticity; next, that of a Guardian of its 
integrity ; next, that of a Herald, by public reading 
and interpretation of it in her religious assemblies, 
and by diffusion of copies of it into all parts of the 
world ; and, finally, that of a Judge, by vindicating 
its divine character, and by distinguishing it from all 
supposititious writings claiming to be inspired, and 
by visiting their authors with severe spiritual 
penalties. 

Now, we confidently affirm, that the Apostles of 
Christ would never have asserted their own writings 
to be inspired, unless they had been persuaded of 
the truth of that assertion ; they would never, as 
they did, have commanded the Church to receive 
their word " not as the word of men,, but^ as it is in 
tmthj the word of God^^^ and to read it f in religious 
assemblies, as such ; nor would the primitive Church 
have ever received and read it, if she had not been 
convinced by miracles that it was what it professed 
to be. Nor, be it said with reverence, would Christ 
have signally distinguished those who claimed to be 
His ministers and chosen followers, if they were not 
what they professed to be ; nor would He have 

♦ 1 Thes. ii. 13. f Col. iv. 16; 1 Thes. v. 27. 
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guaranteed their claims to inspiration, by enabling 
them to work miracles in His name, the performance 
of which is proved by the record of them in the 
New Testament received as divine by the Church 
contemporary with it Thus, my brethren, we see 
that the testimony of the Church of England to 
the inspiration of these Books rests on the witness 
of the primitive Church ; and that is founded on the 
authority of Christ. 

Again : having had our attention arrested by the 
Church, and being guided by her to certain Books 
which are propounded to us by the Apostles and by 
Christ Himself; and finding that we have the testi- 
mony of the Church, from the time of the Apostles 
to our own, to their inspiration, we then, as reason- 
able men, are irresistibly moved to devote ourselves 
to the study of these writings. And among other 
facts stated in Scripture, we find this, that Christ, 
Whose Divine character is proved by His works *, 
which are authenticated by the contemporaneous 
reception of the original document which records 
them, does in the New Testament promise to be " ever 
with His Church, and to guide His Apostles into all 
truth -f'^^ that is, our belief in her initial testimony 
concerning the Canon of Scripture is confirmed and 
assured to us by Christ Himself. 

Nor is this all. Having been led by the Church 



* John V. 36 ; x. 25 ; xiv. 11. Matt. xi. 2—6. 
■f Matt, xxviii. 20. John xvi. 13. 
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to the Scriptures, we find by experience that the 
more we bestow our time in hearing and reading 
them, the more they answer our received opinions 
concerning them; and then those other important 
considerations come in, to which we have already 
adverted *. The more, I say, we examine them, the 
greater reason we perceive, — ^in their beauty, simpli- 
city, majesty, and sublimity, in the divine purity of 
their doctrine, the wonderful harmony of all their 
parts, the benefits they have conferred upon the 
world, the completion of their prophecies, the 
miracles wrought by Christ and His Apostles, — to be 
more and more convinced of the divine origin of 
the Scriptures ; and finally^ the Holy Spirit Him- 
self, Whose word they are, witnesses to our spirit in 
this persuasion, and confirms, settles, and stablishes 
us immovably in the faith that the Scriptures re- 
ceived by us through the ministry of the Church 
are indeed the Word of God. 

This proof, my brethren, is one of universal appli- 
cation ; it comprises all the parts of Scripture^ — for 
the Church delivers to us the whole Canon as sealed 
by Christ and His Apostles, — and it proves the 
whole to be divine; it addresses itself audibly, 
visibly, and intelligibly to all men, — to the careless, 
to the illiterate, to the unbeliever ; it speaks to the 
poor and to the simple, to the noble and the wise ; 
and it demonstrates to every man that he is without 

* Above, p. 10 — 12. 
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excuse, if he receive not the Books of the Old and 
New Testament as the Word of God. 

It will be my endeavour, in the following Dis- 
courses, to exhibit more particularly what has now 
been presented to you in a concise and summary 
manner ; and I would now only observe, in conclu- 
sion, that the text consists of four verses from the 
history of the Samaritan woman in the fourth chap- 
ter of the Gk)spel of St. John ; and that I have 
chosen them as affording an apt illustration of the 
present argument, and as fixing it in the memory of 
the hearer. 

The Samaritan woman, we read, " went her way 
into the city and said to the men. Come see a man 
which told me all things that ever I did ; is not this 
the Christ f Then they went out of the city and 
came unto Him, and many of them believed on Him 
for the saying of the woman which testified, He told 
me aU that ever I did'' 

So it is vdth the Church. She has received the 
Word of God ; she is the divinely-appointed witness, 
keeper, herald, and interpreter of the Divine Law ; 
but God alone is the Legislator from Whom its au- 
thority flows. She exercises a manuductory and 
ministerial oflBce, but not a final and magisterial juris- 
diction. By experience we all know that her authority 
propounding Scripture to us as divine, is \\\e first out- 
ward motive which induces us to esteem it such*. The 

* Hooker, III. viii. 14. 
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Church brings us to Christ ; Christ authorizes the tes- 
timony which she has given, and confirms it by words 
and works of His own, and thus proves the credibility 
of the Church. The Samaritans, being brought to 
Christ by the woman, besought Him that He would 
tarry with them. He complied with their request. 
" He abode with them two days^ So, when we are 
brought to Christ by the Church, we beseech Him 
to abide with us. He graciously remains with us in 
His Holy Wordy and, by His grace given to our 
continued prayer and meditation upon it. He con- 
firms us more and more in our belief of its inspira- 
tion. He remains Mdth us not two days only, but 
aU days *. He shows us by infallible proofs that He 
Himself is the great Prophet of the Old Testament, 
and the great Apostle of the New ; that He is indeed, 
Himself, as the blessed Evangelist calls Him, the 
Word of God, Who was in the beginning with God^ 
and Who is Godf. Thus, being instructed and 
assured by the Incarnate Word of the divine 
authority of the Written Word, we now say to the 
Church ajs the Samaritans said to the woman, " Now 
we believe^ not any longer \ became of thy saying ; for 
we have heard Him ourselves, and know that this is 
indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world J^ 

* Matth. xxviii. 20, 'Eyof fieff vfidv ei/ic wavaQ rag 
f John i. 1, 2. X ovfccVc. 
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" What advantage then hath the Jew ? or what profit is there of 
circumcision? Much every way. Chiefly because that unto 
them were committed the oracles of God" 

It was my endeavour, in the preceding Discourse, to 
state in general terms the nature of the evidence on 
which we receive as Canonical — that is, as the 
divinely appointed Rule of our faith and practice, 
— those Books which are propounded to us as such 
by the Church of England, and those alone. 

It vms then observed, that as soon as we are 
capable of perceiving any thing by our intellectual 
£a,culties, we find a religious Society in existence, 
dating from the time of the Apostles, and pervading 
all parts of our country. This Society, called the 
Church of England, presents to us certain Books as 
inspired, and grounds her assertion of their inspira- 
tion not on her own authority, but on the testimony 
of the Universal Church in and from the age of 
Jesus Christ and His Apostles ; that is, ultimately 
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on the witness of Christ Himself. Having re- 
ceived this warrant for the Inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures, we are moved to search them diligently ; and 
the more time and study we bestow on them, the 
stronger our belief in their inspiration becomes ; and 
by the influence of the Holy Spirit, Whose Word 
Sicripture is, and Whom our Heavenly Father* gives 
to all who ask Him faithfully, we are settled and 
stablished in the belief that Scripture is the Word 
of God. 

Such is the outline of the proof of the Divine 
authority of the Books of the Old and New Testa- 
ment. My present purpose is, with the Divine 
blessing, to demonstrate more specifically what was 
then stated in a comprehensive manner ; and first of 
all to treat of the Old Testament. 

In this portion of the argument it is my design to 
show why we receive as Canonical those Books, and 
those alone, which we designate as such ; next, to 
examine the arguments of those who would oblige 
us to receive certain olJier Books, which we call 
Apocryphal^ and who vidll not communicate with us 
or with any one who does not and cannot receive 
these additional books as inspired, and of equal 
authority with the others; and lastly, to examine 
the history and position of the Apocryphal books, 
and to invite your attention to the wisdom and 
felicity of that middle course which the Church of 

♦ Luke xi. 13. 



II.] OF THE CANON OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 27 

England, following the steps of the Church Catholic, 
has pursued with respect to them. 

These are the topics, my brethren, which I pro- 
pose to handle in the present and two following 
Discourses*; and my intention is, if health and 
strength are granted me, to extend the inquiry fur- 
ther, in the Lectures of the ensuing October, and in 
them to examine the grounds on which we receive 
as Canonical the Books of the New Testament. 

Our present concern is with the Old Testament ; 
and I would now proceed to show that its Books, 
as soon as they were written, were delivered by 
Almighty God to the keeping of His own people, 
the Jews ; by whom they were received as inspired, 
and preserved pure and entire till the coming of 
Christ; that they, and they alone, were acknow- 
ledged by Him as the sincere Word of God ; that, 
being so authenticated by Christ, they passed 
through the hands of the Apostles into those of the 
Christian Church ; and thus have been preserved 
unadulterated and unrautilated, and conveyed by an 
uninterrupted succession even to ourselves at this day. 

Let us commence our inquiries with the Penta- 
teuch, or Five Books of Moses. 

The injunctions of Almighty God concerning it 
afford the clearest proofs of His providential care 
for the declaration of its sanctity and for the mainte- 
nance of its inviolability. 

* Delivered at St. Mary's on Sundays in April, 18*7. 
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To Moses God Himself gives this testimony: 
"iM^ servant Moses is faithful in all Mine home^ T 
and when Moses had written the Book of the Law, 
^^he delivered it unto the priests^ the sons of Levi^ 
which bare the ark of the covenant^ and unto all the 
elders of Israel^ and he commanded the Levites to 
take the book and to put it by f the side of the ark of 
the covenant^ to be there for a witness against the 
people of Israel X^ 

Let us remember that the Ark of the covenant 
was within the Holy of Holies ; that upon it the 
Divine Presence rested in awful majesty; that it 
was permitted to the High Priest alone to enter the 
Holy of Holies once a year ; and that God, on two 
signal occasions, vindicated the holiness of the Ark, 
by punishing with death the men of Bethshemesh 
who looked into it^, and Uzzah who touched it 
vnth his hand || ; and we shall acknowledge that the 
integrity and sanctity of the Sacred Volume could 
not have been guaranteed and declared in a more 
striking and effectual manner than by this its juxta- 
position with the Ark, enshrined in the Holy of 
Holies % 

* Numb. xii. 7 ; Heb. iii. 2. 

f Not in, but by ; see Bp. Patrick on the passage. 

% Deut. xxxi. 9. 24—26. § 1 Sam. vi. 19. 

II 2 Sam. vi. 6. 1 Chron. xiii. 9. 

^ Juvenal says, xiv. 102. "Tradidit arcano quodcunque 
Volumine Mouses,** The word Arcanum, as Cicero explains it, 
is derived "ab arcd, in qua quae clausa sunt tuta manent;" 
(Cic. de Fin. ii. 26,) I may be allowed to refer, on the religious 



II.] OF THE CANON OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 29 

Let US observe also the other means prescribed by 
God for its public recognition as His Word. At the 
end of every seven years, in the solemnity of the 
year of release *, in the Feast of Tabernacles, when 
all Israel were assembled before the Lord, first in 
the Tabernacle and afterwards in the Temple, the 
Law of the Lord was to be read before all the 
people. And accordingly we find f that " there was 
not a word of all that Moses commanded which 
Joshua read not before all the congregation'' And, 
for its greater honour and security, it was com- 
manded by God that the kings of Israel^ as soon as 
they were enthroned, should write, with their own 
hands, a copy of the Law from the sacred autograph 
preserved in the sanctuary and guarded by the 
priests and Levites t- Accordingly we find that, as 
late as the times of Jehoash, one of the ceremonies 
of the coronation of the Jewish kings was the de- 
livery to him of the Testimony by the priest J. 

It is asserted by Christian writers of unimpeach- 
able veracity ||, whose testimony appears to be cer- 
uses of arcce and ic/orai, to the authorities cited in my note on 
Theocritus xxL 56, and xxvi, 0. The expression of Juvenal, 
arcanum Volumen^ is remarkably appropriate to the Five Books 
of Moses, and may, perhaps, have been derived (even though 
Juvenal might not know the fact) from the connexion of the Pen- 
tateuch with the Ark, 

* Deut. xxxi. 10. f Joshua viii. 35. 

J Deut. xvii. 18. Joshua i. 8. 

§ 2 Kings xi. 12, and 2 Chron. xxiii. 11. 

II Tertullian de Cult. Foem. i. 3. Appendix A. No, VII. 
S. Epiphanius, Appendix A. No. XIII. (c) S. Augustine, de Civ. 
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roborated by that of the Jewish historian Josephus *, 
that not only the Pentateuch, but that all the Books 
which the Jews received as inspired, were deposited 
in the sanctuary of God f ; that is, as St. Paul says, 
" the oracles of God were committed to them if," and 
were kept by them in His House. 

Concerning the Prophetical Books of Holy Scrip- 
ture, it is certain that they profess to be dictated by 
God, and that they were received as such by the 
Jews, who were under God's special guidance and 
protection, and who were not only warned by Him 
against false prophets J, but were enjoined by Him to 
put them to death. The parents themselves of the 
felse prophet were commanded to execute judgment 
upon him ||. Thus the reception of the Prophetical 
Books by God's people is a strong proof of their 
inspiration. 

Dei, XV. 23. Canon Scripturarum qui servabatur in Templo 
Hebraei populi. 

* Who speaks (Antiq. iii. 3, and v. 1) of the // ev iep^ dva- 
Keifiivri ypa(^ri and to. kv Up^ avaKelfieva ypa/i/iara. See also 
De Vita sua, c. 75, where he speaks of his having saved the 
Upa ypafifiaray at the taking of Jerusalem, ^apcera^eVov Tlrov, 
These appear to have been the copies belonging to the 
Temple. In his History of the Jewish Wars, vii. c. v., he relates 
that the Law was borne in the Triumph of Titus, at Rome, and 
afterwards deposited in the Imperial Palace. 

f Comp. 1 Sam. x. 25. " Samuel told the people the manner 
of the kingdom, and wrote it in a Book, and laid it up before the 
Lord;'* which shows that the Tabernacle was a depository of 
sacred Archives. J Rom. iii. 2. 

§ Deut. xiii, 5 ; xviii. 20. Jer. xiv. 15. || Zech. xiii. 3. 
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Here it is to be observed, that the word Prophet * 
among the Jews, as indeed the corresponding word 
in the New Testament, is applied not only to one 
who predicts future events, but also generally to any 
one sent by God ; and thus it is that " the Law and 
the Prophets^' comprehend all\ the Books of their 
Scripture ; and when it is asserted by Jewish writers 
that their Prophets were inspired, this aflSrmation is 
meant by them to apply to the writers of the His- 
torical as well as the Prophetical Books contained in 
the Old Testament It may be also observed here, 
that the Book of Psalms was further secured and 
promulgated by its liturgical use. 

Thus, we see, the Providence of God exerted 
Itself in a most signal manner for the preservation 
and publication of the Sacred Books ; and no less 
remarkable were the interferences of the same 
Almighty and Merciful Power to rescue them from 
destruction at several times. 

For some centuries before their captivity, the 
churches of Israel and Judah were corrupted with 
idolatry and superstition. There was a famine of 
hearing the word of the Lord if. In the reign of 
King Asa, the Prophet Azariah said, " Now for a long 
season Israel hath been without the true God^ and 
without a teaching Priest^ and without law§'' In the 

f This was the popular classification. "The Law, Prophets, 
and Kethubim," or Hagiographa, the more scientific one. Both are 
used, Luke xxiv. 27. 44. J Amos viii. 11. § 2 Chr. xv. 3. 
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next reign, that of Jehoshaphat, when the Levites 
were sent about to teach in the cities of Judah, they 
had, we read, tlie Book of the law with them *; a cir- 
cumstance which shows that though the Law existed, 
copies of it were very scarce. In the times just 
preceding those of King Hezekiah, the Temple had 
been shut up, and was almost fallen into ruins, and 
no offerings were made upon the altarf . But that 
pious King restored the Liturgy, and renewed the 
reading of the Law|. Again; in the two following 
reigns of Manasseh and Amon, the Nation relapsed 
into idolatry, so that the good King Josiah, the 
successor of Amon, remained a stranger to the Law, 
even till the eighteenth year of his reign, when 
the Sacred Volume was found by Hilkiah, the Priest J, 
in some obscure nook of the Temple, where, pro- 
bably, it had been secreted by some of the Levites, 
to preserve it from the idolatrous rage of King 
Manasseh, who had set up an idol in the House of 
the Lord, and built altars for all the Host of Heaven 
in the Courts of the Temple ||. 

It is evident, from these historical details, that the 
Word of God was often in imminent danger of 
extinction. Yet one single fact, to which we must 
now advert, suffices to prove that the Scriptures 
were preserved pure and entire through all these cor- 
rupt and idolatrous times. From the ages of Samuel 

* 2 Chron. xvii. 9. f 2 Chron. xxix. 7. 

X 2 Chron. xxxi. 4. 21. § 2 Chron. xxxiv. 15. 

II 2 Chron, xxxiii. .5. 
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downwards there was an uninterrupted succession of 
Prophets*, who were raised up by God, to be 
Watchmen of the House of Israel, to ^^ sound the 
trumpet in Sion, to cry alovd^ and shew the people 
their transgression^ and the hcmse of Jacob their 
sin\ J* The Prophets, we are sure, did rebuke 
the people for their iniquities ; it is certain, from 
their writings and their sufferings, and from Christ's 
testimony to them, that they executed their oflSce 
feithfuUy ; and, from the fact of their never letting 
fall a single syllable intimating that the Word of God 
had been mutilated or adulterated by any one, 
(a sin far too heinous to have been connived at by 
them had it been committed,) we conclude that no 
such mutilation or adulteration ever took place. 

We should be guilty of great ingratitude to God, 
if we did not confess, with thankful heart and voice, 
that it was of His Almighty goodness that the 
written Word was preserved, when it seemed on so 
many occasions to be, as it were, on the brink of 
destruction. Nor, ought we to be less thankful for 
His mercy in giving us unquestionable proofs of its 
preservation, which otherwise, under the circum- 
stances of the case, might have been liable to be 
questioned by anxious doubts, and to be controverted 
by sceptical surmisings. 

We recognize additional reason for devout mag- 

* What Josephus calls r^v twv ir^cH^riTSiV aKpipfj Bia^o\riv, 
See Appendix A. No. III. 
f Isa. Iviii. 1. 

D 
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nificats to Him on these two grounds, when we 
pursue our historical enquiries further. 

In the seventy years' captivity the Jews almost 
forgot their vernacular tongue ; still, God raised up 
chosen instruments among them, to preserve and 
expound the Law, even at Babylon : and He has 
vouchsafed us evidence of this in the Book of the 
Prophet Daniel, who is described as a man, skilfid in 
all wisdom *, and who cites the Law of Moses^ 
and the Prophets ^^ and studies the Book of the 
Prophet Jeremiah f, and is referred by an Angel to 
the Scripture of Truth §, 

Further: it is clear, from what is recorded of 
Ezra, after the return of the Jews to Jerusalem, that 
the Scriptures had been preserved entire through the 
captivity. Ezra is styled in Scripture a Priest^ a Scribe 
of the Law of the God of Heaven \\ ; and, in obedi- 
ence to that Law, he ordered the Feast of Tabernacles 
to be kept in the seventh month; and he brought 
forth the Law of Moses, and read it for seven days 
in th^ ears of all the people. It appears to be 
unquestionable % that Ezra, assisted (as it would 
seem) by the Prophets Haggai, Zechariah, and 
Malachi, all of them inspired persons, and recognized 



* Dan. i. 4. f ^^' ix. 6. 11. 13. 

X Dan. ix. 2. § Dan. x. 21. 

II Ezra vii. 12, margin. 

^ See the authorities cited by Bp. Cosin, on the Canon, and 
Carpzov. Introd. in V. T., cap. xviii. p. 307. ed. Lips. 1721. 
and Havernick, Einleitung in V. T. p. 24—34, 44. 63. 
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as such by Christ Himself, — (for it is certain that 
the Books written by them were a part of the Jewish 
Canon of Scripture which Christ received,) — it is 
indubitable, I say, that Ezra* revised the copies then 
extant of the Jewish Scriptures, and collected them 
in one volume, and completed the Canon of the Old 
Testament. The Jewish historian, Josephus, ex- 
pressly states that no Book written after this period 
was regarded by the Jews as inspired f . It was a 
very providential circumstance, as we shall see, that 
the Canon of the Old Testament was then closed. 

But to return. God, in His infinite mercy, con- 
verted even the calamities of the Jews into means 
and occasions of securing and diffusing His Holy 
Word. The captivity had been a grievous affliction ; 
the loss of their language, and the dispersion of their 
brethren, were sore trials: but God elicited good 
from all these evils. 

This appears as follows. Although the Temple was 
rebuilt, it had not the visible sign of God's presence. 
But now Synagogues arose X in every part of the land ; 
in themy copies of the Scriptures, made with the 



• See S. Iren. iii. 25. (with note of Feuard.) Euseb. H. E. 
V. 8. t Appendix A. No. III. 

X A Synagogue, say the Rabbis, is to be erected wherever 
there are ten persons of full age and leisure to attend its service, 
see Ligbtfoot in Matth. iv. 23. In our Saviour's time, no town 
in Judaea was without a Synagogue ; Tiberias had twelve, and 
Jerusalem four hundred and eighty. Prideaux, Connection, i. 
book vi. vol. ii. p. 166. Oxford, 1820. 

d2 
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most scrupulous fidelity, were kept in a sacred * chest, 
as the original volume had been guarded in a chest, 
near the Ark, in the Holy of Holies, in the Temple 
and Tabernacle ; in these Synagogues the Law of God 
was read three times a week ; and thus His presence 
was diflRised over the land, and Palestine became 
a Temple. And when the Syrian King, Antiochus 
Epiphanes, the ferocious persecutor, the type of 
Antichrist, prohibited the public reading of the Law^ 
then^ analogous lessons from the Prophets were sub- 
stituted in its place; till at length, when he was 
removed by death, both the Law and the Prophets 
were read in the Sjmagogues, and continued to be 
read through, year by year, until the Advent of Him 
Who came to fulfil them all. 

Besides: this diffiision of Scripture was not 
confined to Palestine. The loss of the original 
Hebrew as a vernacular tongue, necessitated the 
production of Chaldaic paraphrases, for the use of the 
people, after their return. This, again, produced a 
class of regularly trained Expositors, or Scribes^ 
learned in the Law and in the Prophets. They first 
appear to us ranged by the side of Ezra, the Priest, 
standing on the pulpit of wood, at the Feast of 
Tabernacles, as recorded in the Book of Nehemiah, 
and interpreting into Chaldee what Ezra read in 
the original Hebrew f. 



* They are still so kept to this day. See Buxtorf, Synagoga, 
c. 14. f Neh. viii. 3—10. 
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In the Chaldee Paraphrases, thus framed, happily 
for Christianity, was deposited the seme in which 
most learned Jews of that and the succeeding age 
understood the prophecies of Scripture; and from 
them it is clearly proved that many predictions were 
applied to the Messiah by the best instructed Jews 
from Ezra to the Christian era, which the later 
Jews, apostatizing from the faith of their forefathers, 
would alienate from Christ. Thus the loss of the 
vernacular tongue served not only to preserve 
Scripture by a Translation, but to interpret it by an 
JEa?position*. 

Another instrument providentially supplied by 
the learning of Ezra's age was the Masoraf, in 
which, with wonderful scrupulousness and fidelity, 
not only the number of paragraphs, but even of 
letters of the Sacred Text was registered, and the 
whole was carefully guarded from either curtailment 
or addition. 

Let us now turn our eyes to the west of Judaea. 
By the conquests of Alexander of Macedon and his 
generals, the Greek language was widely diffused, 
and had become the familiar tongue of the principal 
cities of Western Asia, Syria, and Egypt. Partly 
by force, and partly by choice, Jews were dispersed I 

* See particularly Bp. Pearson on the Creed, Article ii. p. 82 
and p. 117, Notes, ed. Lond. 1715. 

f Prideaux, ii. p. 135. Hottinger, Thesaurus, p. 131 — 138. 

J Concerning these dispersions, see Bp. Pearson, Op. Post. ii. 
p. 31 ; and what is said below. Lecture X. 
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in large numbers in these cities : hence arose the 
necessity of a Greek version of the Scriptures for 
them and their proselytes. Accordingly, about two 
hundred and eighty years before the birth of Christ, 
a translation, commonly called the Translation of the 
Septuaginty or Seventy, — whether from the number 
of the translators, or of the elders of the Jewish 
Sanhedrim, — was made at Alexandria in Egypt; 
and thus, by God's providence, a Greek Translation, 
made by Jews and for Jews, and publicly read in 
the synagogues of the Jews,— one, therefore, against 
which the Jews could not make any exception, and 
one in the universal language of the Gentile world, — 
was prepared for the use of the Evangelists and 
Apostles of Christ writing the New Testament in 
Greek. From this Septuagint version, and not 
from the original Hebrew, the Latin Translations 
were made which were used in the Western Church 
even to the time of St. Jerome, that is, to the end 
of the fourth century *. 

Thus we see that additional provision was made 
for the preservation, difiusion, and exposition of the 
Old Testament. By the dispersion of the Jews, 
by the erection of synagogues in which the Sacred 
Books were read, and by the multiplication of copies 
of the Original Text and of Translations of it through- 
out the whole civilized world, the Old Testament was 
safely guarded against addition or mutilation. This 

* See the authorities in Hottinger, p, 338 — 343. 
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was God's work. If we may so speak, the soil of the 
whole world was thus ploughed into deep furrows, 
ready to receive the Sacred Seed of the Grospel 
from the hands of the Divine Sower. 

Of this prospective adaptation we have beauti- 
ful evidence in the New Testament. We behold 
our Blessed Lord entering the synagogue*, "ew 
His custom waSy^ on the Sabbath day ; we see the 
Book of Isaiah given Him, and we hear Him ex- 
pounding the proper lesson of the day ; and applying 
it to Himself. At Jerusalem, after the Ascension, 
St. James says that " Moses of old time hath in every 
city them thai preach him, being read in the synagogue 
every Sabbath day f ." We hear St. Paul pleading 
at Csesarea before the Praetorian judgment-seat, and 
boldly asking, ^^ King Agrippa, believest thou the 
Prophets f I know that thou believest \'^ At Ephe- 
sus he went " into the synagogue and spake boldly for 
the space of three months^ disputing and persuading 
the things concerning the kingdom of God.'' At 
Antioch in Pisidia, " after the reading of the Law 
and of the Prophets^' in the synagogue, Paul 
preaches Christ to the men of Israel from their own 
Scriptures §. At Lystra we see the child Timothy 
reading his Bible ||. If we pass into Greece, we be- 
hold Paul at Thessalonica, as his manner was, going 
into the synagogue of the Jews, and " three Sabbath 

* Luke iv. 16. f Acts xv. 21. J Acts xxvi. 27. 

§ Acts xiii. 15. || Acts xvi. 1 ; 2 Tim. iii. 15. 
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days reasoning with them out of the Scriptures ;" we 
see the Berrhoeans '* searching the Scriptures daily *." 
Even in the luxurious Corinth, we find Sosthenes, 
the chief ruler of the synagogue, joining himself as 
a fellow-labourer to Paul of Tarsus f , who reasoned 
there in the synagogue every Sabbath. Crossing the 
Mediterranean to Alexandria, we see ^^ Apollos, an 
eloquent man^ mighty in the Scriptures :j:," and ready 
to become a Christian missionary in Achaia, and 
^^ mightily convincing the Jews^ and that publicly^ 
showing by the Scriptures that Jesus is Christ^'' 
And if we now bend our steps along the desert road 
leading from Gaza to Ethiopia, we meet the States- 
man of Candace sitting in his chariot, " and reading 
Isaiah the Prophet \\.'' 

Such is an outline of the evidence in the New 
Testament, concerning the diffiision of the Old and 
the consequent preparation for the New, at the 
coming of Christ. 

Two questions must now be asked, and most im- 
portant they are. (1) Did all these differerent indivi- 
duals and congregations, dispersed so widely, receive 
the same Scriptures ? We reply, they did. And (2) 
were those Scriptures of the Old Testament the 
same as we receive ? We answer, they are. 

Most providentially for the cause of true Religion, 
the Almighty Author of Scripture has so ordered it 



* Acts xvii. 11. f 1 Cor. i. 1. % Acts xviii. 24. 

§ Acts xviii. 28. || Acts viii. 28. 
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that we have two witnesses of unexceptionable 
authority on this subject : one from the great metro- 
pohs of the eastern part of the Jewish Church, Jeru- 
salem ; the other from the capital of the western, 
Alea^andria : both Jews, both contemporary with the 
Apostles ; the one Josephus, the other Philo. 

Josephus was a Priest, a Pharisee, of the family of 
the Asmonean princes, deeply versed in the litera- 
ture of his own country and in that of Greece, and 
obliged, by his peculiar studies as a controversialist, 
and as a historian of his own nation, to examine the 
documents connected with it, and to cultivate the 
literature of Greece, in the language of which he 
wrote. 

One of his latest productions was a polemical 
treatise against Apion, concerning the antiquity of 
Jewish annals. In this work he enumerates and 
describes the Books which his countrymen, the 
Jews, received as inspired. He testifies, that*, "al- 
though many years had then elapsed since their 
composition, yet no one had ever dared to add anything 
to them, or to take aught from them, or to make any 
change in them ; and that it is a principle engrafted 
in aU Jews, even from their birth, to regard them as 
the Oracles of God, and to cleave to them, yea, and 
gladly to die for them, if necessary." Such is the 
testimony of Josephus concerning the Old Testament. 



* See the original passage in the Appendix A. to this Volume, 
No. III. 
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These Books, which, he says, are Twenty-two * in 
number, embrace a period from the Creation to 
Moses, and from Moses to Artaxerxes (that is, to 
the time of Ezra) ; and he distinguishes between 
these Books, and those which relate to the period after 
Artaxerxes, (that is, our Apocrypha^) by saying that 
these latter were not regarded a^ of like credit with 
the former, because the previous exact succession of 
Prophets \ was not continued after that epoch %. 

The Books, therefore, which all the Jews received 
as inspired, in the time of Christ, are precisely the 
same as are received by ourselves. 

* For the specification of these Twenty-two, see Appendix C. 
(c.) («.) 

f Compare 1 Mace. ix. 27, (circ. b.c. 161), speaking of the 
cessation of Prophets at that time, " There was great affliction 
in Israel, the like whereof was not since the time that a Prophet 
was not seen among them;** so iv. 46, " They laid up the stones 
in the mountain of the temple in a convenient place, (b.c 165), 
until there should come a Prophet to show what should be done 
with them." Cf. 1 Mace. xiv. 41. 

X See Appendix A. No. III. note. The Jews called Malachi, 
the " Seal of the PropUets," because he closed the prophetic 
writings (see Appendix C. e.) ; and St. Jerome writing in Pales- 
tine says (ad Isa. xlix. 21), ''Post Haggseum et Zachariam et 
Malachiam nullos alios Prophetas usque ad Joannem Baptistam 
videram ;" a most important testimony ; and S. Augustine in his 
de Civ. Dei, xvii. c. ult. one of his last works, completed only 
two years before his death, (and therefore of higher credit than 
his earlier declarations in his work On Christian Teaching, and 
at the Councils of Hippo and Carthage,) says, " Post Malachiam, 
Haggseum et Zachariam et Esdram non habuerunt Prophetas 
usque ad Salvatoris adventum. Hos Judasi in auctoritatem 
Canonicam receptos novissimos habent." 
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It has been alleged by some persons, that this 
testimony of Josephus comes from Jerusalem alone, 
and that the western or Alexandrine Jews had a 
different Canon of Scripture. 

To this we reply: First of all, be it observed, 
Josephus expressly says that the Canon which he is 
setting down was received by all the Jews, and that 
they would all contend for it even to the death ; and 
next, be it remarked, Josephus is, it is true, a Jew 
of Jerusalem^ but then he is writing, yes, vrriting in a 
controversial treatise, to a Grammarian of ^^.rawrfna 
— that is, he is writing from the Ea>st to West ; and 
even if we could bring ourselves to believe that Jose- 
phus had any intention to deceive in this solemn public 
matter, it is preposterous to imagine that he would 
have ventured upon the assertion which he has made 
concerning all Jews, without exception, if the Jews of 
that very city in which his antagonist resided, namely, 
Alexandria, had themselves been an open example, 
by which his statement might have been refuted. 

But, we have another Jewish witness, to whom we 
have already referred ; one from this very city of 
Alexandria, and also contemporary with the Apostles, 
Philo. He, too, was a Pharisee, and of a priestly 
&mily, and went, on a public mission as is supposed, 
from the Jews of Alexandria, to Jerusalem, to offer 
prayers and sacrifice in the Temple there, which he 
calls the "Temple of his fathers*'' 

* See the conclusive evidence collected by Bp. Pearson in 
x\cia Apost. Lect. i. 9, and Opera Posthuma, ed. Churton, 
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When we consider the scrupulous reverence of 
the Jews for their Sacred Books, to which, using 
almost the same terms as Josephus, Philo * himself 
bears witness, saying, that they would rather die ten 
thousand deaths than allow a single syllable in them 
to be altered, it is absolutely incredible, on the one 
hand, that an Alexandrine Jew should have gone up 
from Egypt to Jerusalem, to worship in the Temple 
there ; or, on the other hand, that he should have 
been permitted by the Jews of Jerusalem to do so, 
ifWie Scriptural Canon of the one had differed from 
that of the other, — yes, and differed so widely as it 
would have done, if the Apocryphal Books, being 
equal to a sixth part of the Canonical Scripture, had 
been received as inspired by the one, and not so 
received by the other f . 

Again: we know, from the first chapter of the 



Cone. III. vol. ii. p. 31, to show that Jerusalem with its Temple, 
was regarded as the Metropolis of all the Jews in the Apostolic 
age, wheresoever dispersed. 

* Ap. Euseb. Praep. Ev. viii. 6. firi pfjfia avrovg fxovov 
Twv yeypafifxivtov Ktvrjaai^ dXXa Kav fxvpiaKiQ avrovc awodavelv 
vTTo/icIvai OdTTOv S rote eKeivov vofiotg Koi eOetriv ivavria 
ireitTdrjvai. He is speaking specially of the Pentateuch. 

•f* It is very worthy of observation, that Philo, who lived in 
the city which appears to have produced a great part of the 
Apocrypha, never cifes the Apocryphay (see Homemann de 
Canone V. T. ex Philone, p. 28,) which he certainly would 
have done if they had been accounted Canonical at Alexandria 
in the Apostolic age. Josephus, as we have seen, does refer to 
the Apocrypha, and distinguishes between it and the Canonical 
Books. Appendix A. No. III. 
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second Book of Maccabees, that the most cordial 
amity prevailed between the eastern and western 
Jews. The Alexandrine Temple * at Leontopolis, 
in Heliopolitan Egypt, was built after the model of 
that at Jerusalem ; and its religious rites corresponded 
with that of the Sanctuary on Mount Zion; and 
Philo's journey to Jerusalem, for the sake of religious 
worship, is doubtless an example of a practice com- 
mon to all the Jews of the dispersion at that period. 
Indeed, not to mention the Greeks, {i.e. the Helle- 
nistic Jews,) who, as we read in the Gospel of St. 
Johnf, came to the Feast of the Passover — the 
concourse of Jews from Egypt, and from the parts of 
Libya about Cyrene X, and from all other quarters of 
the habitable globe, on the day of Pentecost, that is, 
on the solemn anniversary of the Giving of the Law 
from Mount Sinai — ^the flocking together, I say, at 
Jerusalem for that Festival, of Jews, devout men 
out of every nation under Heaven; may, I think, be 
regarded as an incontestable proof that they a// agreed 
in receiving the same Books as the Word of God. 

On the whole, then, we find that certain Books 
were composed in the interval of time between 
Moses and Ezra, a period of a thousand years; 
and that these Books were preserved in the Holy 
of Holies, and read in the Synagogues as Divine 
Writings. We find, also, that these Books profess 

* See Josephus Antiq. xiii. 3, and the authorities cited in 
Havernick's Einleitung, p. 70 — 72. 

f John xii. 20. % Acts ii. 10, 
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to be inspired by God ; that they were received and 
guarded as such by God's People, Priests, and Princes ; 
and that the necessity of this reception, and the faith- 
fulness of this custody, is proved to us by His Prophets. 
We also find, that, by multiplication and diffiision of 
copies, and translations of them, and by perpetual 
public recitation and exposition of them, their sanctity 
was declared, and their integrity secured. 

We have now arrived at the momentous question. 
How were these Books received by Him of Whom all 
the Law and the Prophets did write * ; the A uthor and 
Finisher of our Faith f ; the Alpha and Omega X of 
all God's revelations ? How were they received by 
Jesus Christ ? 

Our Blessed Lord was a constant attendant at the 
worship of the Synagogue, and He took part in the 
public reading and exposition of the Sacred Books 
of the Jews : thus, He gave a practical testimony^ 
and a personal sanction, to the tenets of the Jews 
concerning those Books. He^ the Son of God, 
received as Scripture, what the Jews received and 
delivered to him as Scripture. He frequently called 
those Books, " The Scriptures ;" He said to the Jews, 
" Search your Scriptures § ;" He said, " It is easier 
for heaven and earth to pass than one tittle of the Law 
to fail II ;" and again, " Verily I say unto ymt^ Till 
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle (that is, one 



* John i. 45. f Heb. xii. 2. + Rev. i. 11. 

§ John V. 39. TCLQ ypafpcLQ. I) Luke xvi. 17. 
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yody the smallest letter, and one point of a letter,) 
*^ shall in no wise pass from the Law^ till ail beful- 
fJHed * ;" " They have Moses and the Prophets : let 
them hear them f ." St. Luke narrates, that, in His 
walk with the two Disciples to Emmaus, " beginning 
at Moses and all the Prophets^ He expounded unto them 
in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself I.'' 
He said to His Apostles, " These are the words 
which I spake unto you while I was yet with yoUy that 
aU things must he fulfilled which were written in the 
Law of Moses^ and in the Prophets^ and in the 
Psalms^ concerning Me §." So spake the Lord of 
Life. And, therefore, the writings of Moses and all 
the Prophets, and the Psalms, — that is, all the Books 
received by the Jews under these names, were all the 
Scriptures to Christ. Clear, therefore, we say, it 
is, that our Blessed Lord Himself recognized the 
Jewish Canon of Scripture. 

He recognized that Canon as complete. If now, the 
Apocryphal Books, which amount to as much as a 
sixth part of the Old Testament, are inspired, how is 
it that our Blessed Lord, Who is so full and frequent 
in His exhortations to search the Scriptures^ and in 
His quotations from them, should never, as far as we 
know, have cited so much as a single sentence from 
them II all ?" How also it is, that He, Who showed 

* Matt. V. 18. t Luke xvi. 29. J Luke xxiv. 27. 

§ Luke xxiv. 44. 

II Citation, it is obvious, would not prove Canonicity; for 
Aratus, Menander, and Epimenides, are cited by St. Paul. But 



48 WHAT THE FOUNDATION IS [lECT. 

Himself so zealous for the honour of the Home of 
God *, and Who censured the Scribes and Pharisees 
in the severest terms, for making the Word of God 
of none effect by their traditions \^ should never 
have breathed a single sentence of reproof against 
them for any mutilation X of the Sacred Volume, a 
most heinous sin, of which they were guilty in the 
highest degree, if the Apocryphal Books are inspired ? 
On the contrary, Christ himself, as we have seen, 
publicly communicated with them in the reception of 
the Scriptures which they received as the Word of 
God ; and, by consequence. He communicated with 
them in the non-deception of those which they did 
not receive as such. 

What Christ did. His Apostles, taught by Him 
and inspired by the Holy Ghost, did likewise : they 
never quote any of the Apocryphal Books as the 
Word of God J. They recognize the Scriptures as 

non-citation is a very strong proof of uncanonicity ; and in the 
case under consideration, it seems to be something very like a 
providential protest against the canonization of the Apocrypha. 

* John ii. 17. t Mark vii. 13. 

X S. Jerome says, very justly, in Isai. cap. vi. (tom. iii. p. 63. 
ed. Bened.) Si aliquis dixerit Hebraeos libros a Judaeis esse 
falsatos, audiat Origenem . . . quod nunquam Dominus et 
Apostoli, qui csetera crimina arguunt in Scribis, de hoc crimine, 
quod erat maximum, reticuissent. 

§ The few passages in the New Testament which are alleged 
to be cited from the Apocrypha, are, in fact, not from the 
Apocrypha, but from Canonical Books of the Old Testament. 
This has been shown by Bp. Cosin, pp. 23 — 27, and by Mr. Hart- 
well Home, Introduction, &c.. Appendix, p. 464*, Lond. 1846. 
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in the hands of the Jews, " The great advantage of 
the Jews^ says the Apostle, is that " to them were 
committed the oracles of God *." He does speak of 
their disbelieving, but he says nothing of their being 
faithless to their trust. What, therefore, was not 
committed to the Jews, was, in St. Paul's judgment, 
no oracle of God. Again, to the Israelites^ he says, 
**pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the cove- 
nants, and the giving of the law, and the service of 
God, and the promises f ." What, therefore, did not 
pertain to them was no part of the sacred deposit of 
Divine Truth. 

Again, to Timothy, the son of a Jewess, St. Paul 
writes t: **0f a child thou hast known the Holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation ;" and " aU Scripture,'' that is, every part of 
Scripture J, " is given by inspiration of God'' What, 
therefore, can be more evident than that all that the 
Jews received as Scripture is inspired, and that what 
they did not so receive is not Scripture ? 

Thus, then, my brethren, we have a most blessed 
assurance from Christ Himself, that the Books 
which the Jews received, and which we have received 
from them, are the pure and entire Word of God. 
The New Testament canonizes the Old ; the Incar- 
nate Word sets His seal on the Written Word. 
The Incarnate Word is God ; therefore the inspira- 

* Rom. iii. 1, 2. f Rom. ix. 4. 

X 2 Tim, iii. 15. § iratra ypa^i/. 2 Tim. iii. 16. 
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tion of the Old Testament is as sure, as God is 
true. 

It is not possible to reflect on this all-important 
subject without emotions of the bitterest sorrow that 
our Roman Catholic brethren should have fallen into 
the dangerous error, of which the Jews were never 
guilty, I mean that of adding certain books to the 
Canonical Scriptures of the Old Testament, and of 
anathematizing all who do not receive these Books 
as inspired. 

This was done by the Church of Rome at the 
Council of Trent, in the year 1546, and by the de- 
cree then passed, and still enforced by her, she makes 
the reception of the Apocrypha as inspired — and by 
consequence the non-reception of the Canonical Books 
as the complete Word of Inspiration — a term of com- 
munion with herself. 

I turn for the present from contemplating this sad 
breach of Christian charity and peace, in order to 
remind you specially, my younger hearers, that this 
question concerning the Canon of Scripture is one 
in which, from the ambiguity of language, you may 
easily be entrapped into error, unless you are care- 
fully on your guard. You will be in great danger of 
being deceived in this matter, if you are betrayed 
into entering on what is called the Patristical part 
of the controversy without adequate study and re- 
flection. I propose to treat on that portion of the 
argument in the next discourse ; but I would 
earnestly exhort you to keep your minds steadily 
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fixed on the following points ; and then you cannot 
easily be perplexed by any subtleties in dealing 
with this subject. 

Our Roman Catholic brethren* are accustomed to 
call our Canon the " Canon of the Scribes and Phari- 
sees^'^ and to taunt us with preferring the Canon of 
the Synagogue to that of the Church. True, you 
will reply, our Canon is the Canon of the Scribes 
and the Pharisees ; for the Canon of the Scribes and 
Pharisees is the Canon of Christ ; — true, you will 
add, it is the Canon of the Synagogue; for the 
Canon of the Synagogue is the Canon of the 
Church. 

Rut, you will proceed to say, the Canon of Romey 
alas ! is neither the Canon of the Scribes nor of 
Christ ; it is neither the Canon of the Synagogue nor 
of the Church : it is only the Canon of Rome ; and by 
enforcing it she is guilty of a sin which the Jews, 
with all their offences, never committed, that of 
requiring the word of man to be received as the 
word of God. 

The Church of Rome will not deny that the 
Apocryphal Books eadsted in the time of Christ 
and His Apostles. If she does deny it, and affirms 
that they were written after the Christian era, then, 
since it is certain that they were not written by 
Christians, she must allow that she has canonized 
books written by persons who did not receive the 
teaching of Christ. This, I suppose, she will not 
* See e. g, Perrone ii. 1059. 

e2 
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admit. But it is certain, and she does not deny, 
that these Books, with scarcely any exception, were 
written before the coining of Christ. And, if these 
Books, as she affirms, are inspired now, assuredly 
they must have been inspired when they were first 
written. The lapse of eighteen hundred years may 
impair a book, but it can never raise an uninspired 
book into an inspired one. Eternity itself cannot 
change the word of man into the word of God. 

And, if these Books were inspired when they 
were first written, our Blessed Lord, who knew all 
things, must have known, and would certainly have 
acknowledged, them to be inspired. But Christ did 
not receive them as such. He communicated with the 
Jews who did not so receive them ; He recognized 
the Books which they received as " the Scriptures ;" 
and His Disciples, sent by Him, and taught by the 
Holy Ghost Who spake by the Prophets and led 
the Apostles " into all truth^^ never received them as 
inspired. Therefore these books are not inspired ; 
and to affirm that they are inspired is no less a sin 
than to accuse the Apostles of unfaithfulness, and 
irreverently and profanely to arraign Christ Himself 
of ignorance, and to charge the Holy Spirit of Truth 
with falsehood ! What words, therefore, can de- 
scribe the guilt which makes the reception of these 
Books as inspired, a term of Church communion, and 
denounces imprecations upon all who do not and 
cannot receive the word of man as the Word of 
God? 
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These anathemas of yours, — we must therefore 
now reply to the Church of Rome, — these anathemas 
of yours fall not only upon us, but upon the Apostles 
of Christ, yea, and even upon those Divine Persons 
the Ever Blessed Trinity to Whom we owe all truth 
and grace. 

But let us, my beloved brethren, practise what we 
have been taught. We have learnt not to render * 
railing for railing^ but to pray for them who despitefully 
tcse tis-f; therefore let us implore Him who prayed 
for His murderers that our brethren of the Church of 
Rome may be delivered from the ^'gall of bitterness 
and bond of iniquity i'' in which Satan has bound 
them now for these three hundred years ; lest upon 
them should come the heavy woe spoken of by the 
prophet David : " His delight was in cursing^ and it 
shall happen unto him ; he loved not blessing^ therefore 
shall it be far from him §." 

One general observation of great importance must 
not be suppressed here. Infallibility is claimed by 
Rome, and on this foundation she erects the proud 
structure of her towering pretensions. Where this 
Infallibility resides, whether in the Pope or in a Coun- 
cil, she has not decided ; but when a Council makes 
a decree, and the Pope confirms it, then she affirms 
that it is to be received as of divine authority. 

This claim of Infallibility has been often encoun- 
tered by arguments from abstract propositions. But 

* 1 Pet. iii. 9. f Matt. v. 44. % Acts viii. 23. 
§ Ps. cix. 16. 
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perhaps there is no better way of meeting it than by 
reducing the question to one oifact. If the Church 
of Rome has erred, she cannot be in&Uible ; and if 
she has erred when speaking in a Council authorized 
by the Pope, then it is clear that aU the Roman 
theories of Infallibility are false ; and, the founda- 
tion gone, the fabric falls. 

Now the fact is, as we have said, that the Church 
of Rome at the Council of Trent * affirmed with an 
anathema, that the Apocryphal Books are inspired ; 
and the Popef ratified this decree, which there- 
fore, according to all Romish theories, must be in- 
fallibly true. But we have shovm, from the testi- 
mony of Christ and of the Holy Spirit, that the Apo- 
cryphal books are not inspired. If, then, the Church 
of Rome were infallible, then Christ would not be 
Omniscient, and the Holy Spirit would not have 
led the Apostles into all Truth. But the Apostles 
were taught of God ; the Holy Ghost is " the Lord 
and Giver of Life ;" Christ " knows all things t." 
Therefore the Church of Rome has erred, and still 
errs, in a most important article of faith, viz. con- 
cerning the Books of Scripture : and in setting up 
a claim to Infallibility she does err most pre- 
sumptuously ; and her system, therefore, founded on 
this claim, is a house built on the sand ; and they 
who rely on her authority resist the Spirit of Truth, 

* See the original Words of the Decree in Appendix B. to 
this volume. 

f See Appendix B. No. II. J John xvi. 30. 
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and God hath sent them a ^' strong deltcsion that they 
should believe a lie*'' 

Lastly, my brethren, let us all bless God without 
ceasing, that in His infinite goodness He has given 
us the light of His Holy Scripture to cheer and 
guide us in our way through this vale of tears, and 
to comfort us in our last passage through the valley 
of the shadow of death ; and that He has vouchsafed 
us the fullest assurance of the inspiration and inte- 
grity of the Scriptures, by the testimony of His 
Ever Blessed Son, " that we may be filed with all joy 
and peace in believing, and may ever abound in hope 
through the power of the Holy Ghost f ." 

* 2 Thess. ii. 11. f ^om. xv. 13, 
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LECTURE III. 



1 Cor. xiv. 36. 



" What 9 came the Word of God out from you, or came it unto 
you only * ?" 

To the Jews, says St. Paul, were committed the 
Oracles of God f . The Jewish Church, as was shown 
in our last Lecture, was the divinely appointed de- 
pository and guardian of all the written Revelations 
made by God to man, before the coming of Christ. 
It was recognized as such by Jesus Christ Himself. 

From the testimony of Jews, contemporary with 
Christ and His Apostles, we ascertain the number 
and names of the Books received by them as inspired ; 
and those Books, which they received, we receive 
also; and those alone. Our Canon of the Old 
Testament is precisely the same as that of the Church 
of the Jews ; that is, it is precisely the same as the 
Canon of Jesus Christ. 

Here, as has been already said, we are at issue 

* Or, unto you alone, tig vfjidg fiavov^, 
f Rom. iii. 2. 
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with our brethren of the Church of Rome. At the 
Council of Trent, in the year of our Lord 1646, she 
affirmed that certain other Books, — namely, those of 
Tobit^ Judith^ Wisdom^ Ecclesidsticus^ Baruch, the 
first and second Books of Maccabees^ and certain 
additions to the Book of Esther^ and to that of 
Daniel^ namely, the Song of the Three Children, the 
story of Sitsanna, and Bel and the Dragon, are to 
be regarded as inspired by Almighty God ; and as 
of equal authority with the writings of Moses, and 
of the Prophets, and with the Epistles and Gospels 
of the Apostles of Christ. 

In a solemn decree*, promulgated at that Council, 
the Church of Rome proceeded so far as even to f 
anathematize all who did not receive these other 
Books as inspired ; and, at this day, she requires all 
her Clergy, and all her Academic teachers, to affirm, 
by oath, that they who do not receive this decree 
" cannot be saved \ ." 

On the other hand, the Church of England, in her 
SiMh Article X, declares that "the Church, as Hierome 
saith, doth read " such other Books as those just 
enumerated, " for example of life, and instruction of 
manners ; but yet doth not apply them to establish 
any doctrine.'' 

The practice, also, of the Church of England is to 
read certain chapters from some of these Books in 

* See Appendix B. A brief history of this Session is given 
in the Author's Letters to M. Gondon, Letter iv. 

f See Appendix B. J See Appendix B. No. IL 
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the public congregation, on some festivals and week 
days ; but none of the Proper Lessons for the Lord's 
Day are taken from any of them; and while the 
Church of Rome blends them in her Bible indis- 
criminately with the other Books of Scripture, the 
Church of England, in her Bible, places them in a 
separate compartment by themselves. 

It will be perceived, therefore, that she follows a 
middle course with regard to these Books ; she con- 
cedes to them a place in her Bibles, and in her 
Churches ; but she does not allow them the same 
place, or read them at the same time with the Cano- 
nical Books. She receives and reads them with 
Scripture, but not as Scripture ; whereas, the Church 
of Rome not only receives them as Scripture, but 
imposes them, under anathema, as such. 

We have entered on this solemn subject with no 
other design than that of manifesting God's goodness, 
in giving and preserving to us His Holy Word ; and 
with humble desires of quickening in our hearts 
and yours a spirit of devout thankfiilness for this 
inestimable gift; and with a sober but steadfast 
hope of promoting the sacred cause of Truth and 
Love. 

Therefore, let us earnestly pray to the Divine 
Majesty, Who dictated the Scriptures, and Who is the 
Author of Truth and Peace, that He may illuminate 
our hearts and minds with His Holy Spirit, while we 
examine the reasons which are adduced by our 
brethren of the Church of Rome, to persuade us 
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that the Books, which we call Apocrypha, ought to 
be received universally as the Word of God. 

In support of that assertion, the divines of Rome 
plead with us as follows : 

To the Jews were committed the Oracles of God. 
Be it so. Behold, then, we show you, they say, the 
Apocryphal Books in the Septtmgint Version of the 
Old Testament, — a Version, as you allow, made by 
JewSy for the use of Jews^ and read in their Syna- 
gogues during almost three centuries before the 
coming of Christ ; therefore, the Apocryphal Books 
are part of the Divine Oracles. If they are not, 
surely Christ would have reproved the Jews for 
mixing them up with the Divine Word. You must, 
therefore, receive these Books as Holy Scripture. 

Again : the Septuagint Version, they observe, was 
employed in the New Testament by the Apostles 
and Evangelists citing from the Old, and it was 
regarded with the greatest veneration by the Fathers 
of the Eastern Church ; by some of them it was 
looked upon as inspired equally with the Hebrew 
original; and it is the scriptural standard of the 
Greek Church at this day. 

Besides this, it was the original of all the Latin 
Versions of Scripture used in the Western Church, 
till the time of St. Jerome, — that is, till the end of 
the fourth century. The Septuagint, therefore, is 
avouched by the Holy Spirit employing it in the 
New Testament ; it was sanctioned by the authority 
of the Christian Church, as well as by that of the 
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Jews. It cannot be pretended that the Universal 
Church was in error on this vital question, — what 
Books are Scripture, and what are not. What, then, 
would have become of Christ's promise that He would 
be ever present with this Church? See you not, 
therefore, they ask, that, by rejecting the Apocryphal 
Books, you charge the whole Church with error, and 
assert that the Word of Christ has become of none 
effect? 

Such, my Brethren, are the allegations* of the 
Divines of Rome ; what is to be said to them ? 

First: we readily allow that the Apocryphal 
Books are contained in the Manuscripts and Editions 
of the Septuagint Version, as it now stands. We 
find there the Books of Tobit, Judith, Wisdom, and 
the rest ; but this proves too much^ for we see also 
there the third Book of Esdras, and the third and 
fourth of Maccabees, and the prayer of Manasseh ; 
none of which the Church of Rome admits into her 
list of sacred Books ; so that, if the Manuscripts and 
Editions of the Septuagint are to be regarded as 
standards of Scripture, then the Church of Rome 
has rejected part of the Word of God. 

But the truth is, that, at the time when the 
Septuagint Version of the Old Testament was made, 
few, if any, of the Apocrjrphal Books were even in 
eanstence. That Version dates from about two hun- 



* See Vincenzi, Sessio iv. Concil. Trid. Vindicata : Pars ii. 
Propp. ii — iv. Romae 1844. 



III.] ON THE CANON OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 61 

dred and eighty years before Christ. Now the events 
narrated in some of the Apocryphal Books, — those 
of the Maccabees for instance, — did not take place 
till a hundred years after that epoch. The Book of 
Ecclesiasticus, as we learn from its preface, could not 
have been composed before the year 200, and did 
not appear in its present Greek form till about one 
hundred and thirty years before Christ. The Book 
of Wisdom is still more recent. The dates of the 
other Apocryphal Books cannot be exactly deter- 
mined ; but this signifies little, for it is certain that 
none of them were ever received as inspired by any 
of the Jews who used the Septuagint Version ; and it 
is equally certain that they have never been received 
as inspired by any of the Hebrew nation to this day *. 
The Jews have always aflSrmed that the prophetic 
Spirit ceased soon after the times of Ezra f . They 
call Malachi, who lived at that period, the " Seal of 
the Prophets'' Be it observed, also, that the Apo- 
cryphal Books do not profess to be inspired, as the 
Canonical Books do ; indeed, they expressly disclaim 
all pretension to inspiration ; they speak of the non- 
continuance of the Prophetical Spirit to the time at 
which they were written J ; they claim indulgence § 
from the reader for their own imperfections; and 
in this acknowledgment of their own failings and 

* See Appendix A. No. iii. No. xix. xxvii. and C. and com- 
pare Allen's Modem Judaism, Chapter i. Lond. 1830. 

f See above, p. 42. J See above, p. 42. 

§ Prolog. Ecclesiastici, Appendix A. No. I., and 2 Mace. 
XV. 38. 
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deficiencies, they either speak the truth or they do 
not; take either supposition, and it is clear they 
cannot be inspired. 

It is very true that the Jews, who were acquainted 
with the Apocryphal Books, treated them with 
respect, especially the Books of Wisdom and Eccle- 
siasticus *, as they well deserve to be treated ; and 
as they ever have been treated by the Christian 
Church. But, so far from regarding them as inspired, 
the Jews, as is well known, impute to Christians, as 
a great sin, that they receive f them as inspired ; and 
they say that by so doing, the Nazarenes, as they 
call us Christians, have been guilty of adding to 
the Word of God. 

Two things there are, my brethren, which now 
operate very powerfully against the conversion of the 
Jews to Christianity. One is the notion, with which 
they are possessed, that we worship other beings J 
besides God, and that by embracing Christianity they 
would fell into idolatry. The other is, that we 
receive the Apocrypha as inspired, and that they 
would be conspiring with the corrupters of their own 
Scriptures, and exposing themselves to the punish- 
ment of those, who, in defiance of its commands, 
are guilty of adding to them or taking from them $, 
if they were to become Christians. 

It cannot, I think, be denied that in both these 

* See Appendix C. f See Appendix C. 

X See Sandys, Europae Speculum, p. 244, 245. Lond. 1673. 
§ Deut. iv. 2 ; xii. 3. 
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imputations the Jews mistake the Church of Rome 
for the Church of Christ. To speak only of the 
latter particular. Here it is plain that the Church of 
Rome by her Trent Canon of Scripture, has not only 
separated herself from the Apostles and from the 
rest of the Church, but has raised a barrier against 
those of the Jews who would otherwise enter into it. 

That the Jews of the Apostolic age received as 
inspired those books of the Old Testament, and 
those alone, which we so receive, and that they 
carefully distinguished the Apocryphal books from 
the Canonical, have been shown in the last discourse, 
from the testimony of Josephus and Philo, two 
learned Jews, one from the eastern portion of the 
Jewish Church, the other from the western ; both 
of them contemporary with the Apostles. 

That Christ and His Apostles received the Jewish 
Canon of the Old Testament, and delivered it into 
the hands of the Christian Church to be guarded 
by her as a sacred deposit, together with the New 
Testament, has also been proved; that the Scrip- 
tures of the Old Testament so delivered were re- 
ceived by the Christian Church, and have been read 
in her public congregations, together with the 
Gospels and Epistles from the Apostolic age to the 
present hour, is abundantly evident from Christian 
Fathers and Church Historians; and that a book 
which was in existence in the Apostolic age, and 
was not inspired the% could not become inspired in 
any subsequent age, is a proposition, which all who 



64 THE TESTIMONY OF THE EARLY CHURCH [lECT 

exercise their reason, must, I think, admit to be 
true. 

Having stated the fact that the Jews of the pre- 
sent day ground one of their strongest objections to 
Christianity on the erroneous supposition that the 
Christian Church receives the Apocryphal books as 
inspired, an allegation which would be true, if the 
Roman Branch of the Church were the Catholic 
Church of Christ, I would here submit to your 
consideration an argument which appears to me 
suflScient of itself to prove incontestably, that the 
Primitive Church of Christ never received any of the 
Apocryphal Books as inspired. 

The early Church was collected in a great measure 
from the seed of Abraham. All the Apostles were 
Jews ; the first fifteen Bishops * of Jerusalem, were 
all of Hebrew extraction ; and it is certain that the 
Jews never did admit, and never have admitted the 
Apocrypha into their Canon. Now, what I would 
observe here is, that if the early Church had 
received the Apocrypha as inspired, an obstacle 
would thus have been presented to the Jews which 
would have impeded their entrance into the Church ; 
whereas, we know, on the contrary, that to the best 
instructed among them, such as Symeon, and Natha- 
nael, and ApoUos, the passage from Judaism to 
Christianity was easy and natural. The Synagogue 
was, as it were, the Porch of the Church. If the 

* Euseb. H. E. iv. 5. 
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Primitive Church of Christ had required the Jews, 
as the Church of Rome requires all men, to receive 
the Apocrypha as of equal authority with the Law 
and the Prophets, such a proposition would have 
been rejected with indignation and abhorrence by 
the Jews. 

Now, let it be remembered, that we have 
abundant records of the various points at issue 
between the Jews and the early Christians, in the 
writings of the ancient Fathers, for instance, Justin 
Martyr, Tertullian, and Cjrprian, and some of these 
relate to the text of Scripture ; but nothing can be 
adduced from any of them, or from any quarter 
whatever, to show that there ever was any con- 
troversy or difference between the Jews and Chris- 
tians concerning the Canon of the Old Testament. 
And no one can imagine that the Jews, who, as 
Philo and Josephus testify, would sooner die a 
thousand deaths than suffer a word in their Bibles 
to be altered, would allow Christians to add twelve 
books to their Old Testament and never breathe a 
single word of remonstrance. On the contrary, 
many of them readily and eagerly embraced the 
Gospel, and became its most illustrious preachers. 

Is it not therefore clear that the primitive Church 
never attempted to do so, and that the Church of 
Rome^ by canonizing the Apocrypha, has inflicted a 
great injury on the people of Israel as well as on 
the Church of Christ ? Has she not put herself in a 
very false position with respect to both? As long 
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as she maintains her Trent Canon she cannot hope 
to convert the Jews ; and therefore she cannot be a 
faithful witness of Christ, until she rescinds it. 

How, then, it may be asked, have our Roman 
Catholic brethren been able to persuade themselves, 
and would fain persuade others, that the Apocryphal 
Books are to be received as the Word of God ? 

To speak the truth, I am convinced that not 
one in a thousand among them has ever examined 
this vital question. Alas ! they have allowed them- 
selves to be taken captive by one of the wiliest 
devices which the Evil Spirit has ever framed to 
ensnare the souls of men, the doctijne — speciously 
called — of the Infallibility of the Church of Christ ; 
whereas it is the Church of Rome all the while 
whose decrees they obtrude, in direct opposition to 
those of the Church of Christ and of Christ Himself. 

But having been once inveigled by the Tempter to 
wrap up the talent of their Reason in the napkin of 
Papal Infallibility, they think that they have no 
more occasion for thinking. And therefore, my 
brethren, it is more incumbent upon m to offer up 
our earnest supplications to the Throne of Grace in 
their behalf, that God would be pleased to awaken 
them from the slumber in which they are entranced, 
that they may be saved from the doom of the un- 
profitable servant at the great day. 

But do we then afibm that none of our Romanist 
brethren have investigated this question ? No ; far 
from it. We bear a ready testimony to the labour 
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and learning which some of the most eminent among 
them, even in our own day *, have devoted to this 
inquiry. But we do not hesitate to assert that they 
have endeavoured rather to defend the decrees of 
Trent than to promote the cause of Truth. 

They speak as men bound by a secret spell. 
Having given themselves up to a system founded on 
the assertion of Infallibility, they are no longer free ; 
they write in chains. They know full well, that if 
they once allow the Church of Rome to have erred 
in so solemn a matter as the Canon of Scripture, 
the whole fabric of their faith falls to the ground. 
Therefore the decrees of Trent are to be maintained 
at any cost. Hence, their main doctrine, that the 
Church of Rome never has erred and never can err, 
has involved them in a necessity of erring ; and until 
they renounce Infallibility they can never possess 
the Truth. 

The question, therefore, with them is not so much 
concerning the Canon of Scripture as concerning 
the Canon of Trent ; it is not concerning the Word of 
God, but concemiug the dictates of Rome. And 
till God gives them grace to love the Truth, and 



* e. g, Perrone, Professor of Theology in the Roman College 
of the Jesuits, Loci Theologi 1047 — 1107, ed. Paris, 1842. 
Fincenzif Professor of Hebrew in the Roman Archigymnasium. 
Sessio iv. Concilii Tridentini Vindicata Romae, Typis S. C. de 
Propaganda Fide, 2 vols. Romae, 1842 — 4. Malou, Professor of 
Theology in the University of Louvain. Lecture de la Sainte 
Bible, 2 vols. Louvain, 1846. 

f2 
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wisdom to embrace it, and courage to profess it, 
instead of tenaciously hugging the chains of error in 
which the Arch-Enemy enthrals them, it is almost 
fruitless to attempt to show them the real character 
of the Trent decree respecting the Old Testament. 

But, my younger hearers in this English Univer- 
sity, it may be a profitable and blessed work to 
guard you against the subtleties by which that 
Decree has been advocated; and I feel a strong 
persuasion that, if you will carefully examine 
this one question concerning the Canon of Scrip- 
ture, you will not only be secure against the reason- 
ings of Romish controversialists in this important 
matter, but you will be convinced of the hoUowness 
of the Romish system in general ; and you will be 
filled with gratitude to God for His mercy towards 
you, in assuring you of the Inspiration and Integrity 
of His Holy Word, and in making you members 
of a Church which, in this and other all-im- 
portant matters, has been endued by Him with 
wisdom to tread in the steps of Christ and His 
Apostles, and of the Holy Catholic Church. 

To you, therefore, I now speak concerning the 
reasonings by which Romanist Divines would prop 
up the Trent Canon of Scripture. 

I have already examined the argument founded 
on the existence of the Apocryphal Books in the 
present editions of the Septuagint Version. Let me 
now proceed to observe, that it is pleaded by Romish 
Theologians on behalf of these Books, that some 
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early Christian Writers appear to distinguish between 
the Jewish and Christian Canon of the Old Testa- 
ment, and to allow that, though these Books were 
not received into the Canon of the Jews^ yet they 
were admitted in the first ages of Christianity into 
that of the Church. 

It is alleged also in their behalf, that these Books 
are not properly called Apocryphaly \mt Ecclesiastical*, 
as being read in the Christian Ecclesia, or Church ; 
that they are often cited with great reverence by 
the early Fathers of the Church; that they were 
sometimes even styled by them Scripture and the 
Word of God ; that by some of the Fathers, and by 
a Council of the Church at the close of the Fourth 
Century f , that of Carthage, they are even termed 
Canonical, and that they appear to be there placed 
on a level with the inspired Books of the Old 
Testament. 

It was from a consideration of these allegations 
that I took occasion to exhort you, in the last Dis- 
course, to be on your guard how you enter, without 
due circumspection, on the Patristic portion of this 
subject. It requires a careful attention to the 
meaning of terms, which may be perplexing, 
unless viewed in relation to their context and to 
the general teaching of the Church. But, if you 
engage in the inquiry and prosecute it with this 



* See Appendix A. No. XV. 

f See Appendix A. No. XXI. for the Decree of this Council, 
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caution, it will amply repay you for your pains ; it 
will then afford you the greatest delight and the most 
solid satisfaction. Let me endeavour to show this. 

It is, then, perfectly true, that the Apocryphal 
Books are rightly called Ecclesiasticd, as being 
read in the Churchy and as distinguished from 
writings properly called Apocryphal^ or concealed, 
and not thus publicly read. But this does not 
show them to be inspired, or to have been so 
regarded by the Church. Be it remembered that, 
as the fact of a book not being read by the Church 
by no means necessarily proves that it is not Scrip- 
ture, so the reading of a book is no conclusive proof 
that it is Scripture. The Book of Canticles and 
the Apocalypse, on account of their mysterious 
character, were not usually read in the ancient 
Church, nor are they in ours, with the exception of 
a few portions of the Apocalypse; but they are 
Canonical Scriptures. On the other hand, the 
Epistles of Clement and of Barnabas, the Shepherd 
of Hennas, and the Acts and Sufferings of Martyrs, 
were, we know, read in some ancient Churches ; but 
they are not therefore inspired. 

Again, it is also true that some Christian Fathers 
say that the Church receives the Apocryphal Books 
which the Jews did not receive. And why? Be- 
cause the Church reads them in her public congre- 
gations, which the Jews do not in theirs. In this 
sense it is truly said that the Canon of the Church 
differs from the Canon of the Jews. But then the 
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Church does not receive these Ecclesiastical Books 
as of equal authority with the Books of the Prophets 
and Apostles ; that is, she does not receive them as 
inspired. 

But you show us passages in the Christian 
Fathers, we now say to our Romanist brethren, in 
which these Books are quoted. True : but this does 
not prove them to be inspired. We show you, in 
return, that the Apostle St. Paul cites verses even 
from heathen poets, — Menander *, Aratus, and Epi- 
menides ; — ^and assuredly they were not inspired. 

On the other hand, as we would have you observe, 
neither the Apostle, nor any of his Brethren, nor 
their Divine Master, ever quoted a single sentence 
from any f one of the Apocryphal Books of the Old 
Testament, — ^a fact wholly unaccountable if the 
Apocrypha is inspired ; and one which seems to be a 
providential and prophetical protest on the part of 
Our Lord and His Apostles, against the canonization 
of these Books. It is quite true that the citation of 
them would not prove them to be inspired; for heathen 
poems, as we have seen, and some of the lost 
Apocryphal Books are cited in the New Testament ; 
but the noTir-citation of them does prove them to be 
not inspired. You say, indeed, that some of the 
Canonical Books of the Old are not cited in the 
New Testament. Be it so, — but what then ? The 



* 1 Cor. XV. 33. Acts xvii. 28. Tit. i. 12. 
f See above, p. 48, and note. 
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entire Canon of the Old Testament, as we have 
shown, was authorized by Jesus Christ*, whereas, no 
part of the Apocrypha, much less the whole, was 
received by Him. 

But, you rejoin that some of the Fathers quote 
some of these Books as Scripture^ and call them 
Canonical. Yes ; and you know well, or, at least, 
you ought to know, that the terms Scripture and 
Canonical are often used by some of the Fathers in 
a very wide and general sense ; and it is the part and 
duty of Christian wisdom and charity so to interpret 
those particular words and phrases, as to render them 
consistent with the general teaching of Christ and 
the Church; and not to assign to them a meaning 
which sets that teaching at defiance. 

The word Scripture means Writing; and, in a 
large sense, the Apocryphal Books may well be 
called Scripture, as being a part of the writings which 
the Church distinguishes from profane compositions, 
treating them with peculiar honour, and reading them 
in her public congregations, for instruction in virtuous 
living. You know that even the works of the 
Fathers f themselves are sometimes called Scriptures^ 
by Ecclesiastical Authors, and by certain of your own 
Popes ; but you do not pretend that, by so styling 
them they ever meant to intimate that those writings 
are inspired %. 

* See above, p. 46. 

f See the examples collected by Bp. Cosin, liii. Ixxvii. Ixxxi. 
xciii. c. % See Note, p. 73. 
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Again; the word Canonical means regular^ or, 
belonging to a Rule; and the Apocryphal Books 
may well be called Canonical in a certain sense, 
that is, as giving salutary moral rides ; though not 
Canonical for Articles of Faith ; and (as St. Jerome * 
expresses it,) read in the Church, " for example of 
life and instruction of manners, but not applied by 
it to establish any doctrine." 

In fact, these Books occupy a middle f position 
between the Books strictly called Canonical and those 
strictly called Apocryphal ; and hence it has come to 
pass that they themselves have sometimes been 
called Canonical, and sometimes Apocryphal. They 
are Canonical, as distinguished from those Books 
which are properly termed Apocryphal; and they 
are Apocryphal, as not rising to the dignity of those 
which are Canonical. 

These statements may be well illustrated by the 
language and practice of the Church of England, 
with respect to the Apocrypha : First, as to the plea 
founded on the reading of the Apocrypha in the 
Church. 

The two Books of Homilies, made in the reigns of 
King Edward the Sixth and Queen Elizabeth, are said 
in our Thirty-fifth Article, " to contain a godly and 

* See Appendix A. No XIX. (c), for St. Jerome's words and 
Ruffinus, ibid. No. XV. 

•}• Whence they are called e/ifieaoi, kuI yeiroveg^ wg ay rtg 
tiiroij Twv aXridelag Xoyutv by S. Amphilochius. See Appendix 
A. No. XVII. V. 12. 
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wholesome doctrine, and therefore," says the Article, 
"we judge them to be read in Churches^ The 
Homilies contain a godly doctrine, and are, therefore, 
read in the Church. But no one, I suppose, imagines 
them to be inspired. In like manner, the Apocry- 
phal Books were not regarded by the Christian 
Fathers as the work of the Holy Ghost because 
they were read in the public assemblies of the 
Church. 

Again ; concerning the term Scripture^ as applied 
to the Apocryphal Books. The First and Second 
Books of Homilies were published about the years 
1547 and 1562, respectively; and, in the year 1562, 
our Sixth Article, as it now stands, was first pub- 
lished. It distinguishes the Apocryphal Books from 
the Canonical, and declares that the Apocryphal are 
not to be applied to establish any doctrine. The 
Homilies, therefore, and the Sixth Article are almost 
contemporaneous expressions of the judgment of the 
English Church. 

Now, if we refer to the Homilies, we find the 
Apocryphal Books often cited there, and termed* 
" Scripture^'' and even " the Word of God f ," as being 
comprised in the Sacred Volume of that Word. 
And what I would now observe is, that it would not 
be a greater perversion of judgment on our part, on 

* The Book of Wisdom is so called, pp. 226. 232. Tobit 
is so called, p. 361. The author of Baruch is called a prophet, 
pp. 173. 513, ed. Oxf. 1822. 

f Wisdom is so called, p. 106, ibid. 
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the strength of these citations in the Homilies, to 
aflSrm, in defiance of the Sixth Article, that the 
Church of England receives the Apocrypha as m- 
spiredf than it is in the Romish Controversialist, on 
the groimd of similar citations of the Apocrypha, in 
the works of the early Fathers, to assert, in direct 
opposition to the explicit language of the Catholic 
Church, that she regards the Apocryphal Books as of 
equal authority with Canonical Scripture. 

For my own part, I cannot forbear saying, that, when 
we remember the diflSculties under which the primi- 
tive and mediaeval Church laboured, — difiiculties of 
which we, in this age of printed Bibles and Prayer 
Books, can scarcely form an idea, — when we consider 
that the Apocryphal Books were not only read in 
the Church, but were commonly joined together 
with the Canonical in manuscript copies of the 
Bible, we ought not to be so much surprised that 
they should have been sometimes honoured with the 
appellation of Scripture, as to be filled with astonished 
thankfulness to God that there is such a strong 
consistent voice of testimony from almost every part 
of the Church Catholic, from the age of the Apostles 
to the time of the Council of Trent, concerning the 
Divine authority of the Canonical Books of the Old 
Testament. 

We have here a cloud of witnesses. At the head 
of them, as has before been said, stands Our Blessed 
Lord Himself; then follow the Holy Apostles. In 
the next century, we see Melito, Bishop of the 
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Apostolic Church of Sardis, requested to make a 
book of extracts from the Old Testament, for the 
use of his own Church ; and going to Palestine for 
full assurance concerning the number and names of 
the Books of the Old Testament, received by the 
Church of the country where the Gospel of Christ 
was first preached. We see him, when he had 
obtained authentic information on that subject, setting 
down the catalogue of these Books, which coincides 
precisely with our own Canon *. 

But, (say the Romanist Divines,) the catalogue of 
Melito comes from Palestine ; it was, therefore, the 
Canon of the Jews^ and not of the Church. What a 
strange assertion is this ! The catalogue of the Jews ! 
Melito was a Christian Bishop ; he went to Palestine 
on a Christian embassy : with a view of framing a 
Book for the use of a Christian Church. What, then, 
had he to do with the Jewish Canon as such ? True, 
he sets down the Jewish catalogue ; but he does so, 
not because it was Jewish ; not because it differed 
from that of the Church of Palestine ; but because 
it agreed with it : because the Canon of the Jews was 
the Canon of the Church ; because, in a word, it had 
been sanctioned by Christ Himself. 

The testimony of Melito is confirmed by Saint 
Cyril, Bishop of Jerusalem f , who, in his Lectures to 
his Christian Catechumens, delivers precisely the 



* See Appendix A. No. V,, for the original words of Melito. 
f See St. CyriFs words, Appendix A. No. XL 
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same catalogue of Scriptures of the Old Testament ; 
and warns them against confounding the Apocrypha 
with inspired writings. Surely it will not be con- 
tended here, that a Christian Bishop was delivering a 
Jewish Canon to candidates for Christian Baptism *. 

If now we pass from Palestine to Alexandria, the 
birth-place of the Apocryphal Books, we hear the 
learned Origenf and the great Athanasius| distin- 
guishing clearly between the Apocryphal and in- 
spired writings, and declaring that nothing is to be 
added to the latter. From his island in the Medi- 
terranean, St. Epiphanius^, a native of Palestine 
and Bishop of Salamis in Cyprus, testifies that the 
Apocryphal Books were never admitted into the 
Sanctuary of the Jewish Temple ; and that though 
useful and salutary, they are not received into the 
order of Divine Scriptures. 

If we proceed westward, and penetrate to the 
northern extremity of the Adriatic Sea, we receive 
a similar witness from the Roman Presbyter Ruffi- 



* I have not appealed to the testimony of the Council of 
Laodicea in its sixtieth Canon, see Appendix A. No. XIV., 
because its genuineness is denied, not without some show of 
.reason, by Romanist writers. See Vincenzi, i. c. i. p. 187. 599. 
The reason why this Council might have thought fit, as in that 
agcy when so many counterfeit and heretical books were current 
under the name of Scripture, to limit the public readings in the 
Church to Canonical Books, strictly so called, is excellently 
stated by Hooker ; see Appendix E to this volume. 

f Appendix A. No. VIII. J Appendix A. No. X. 

§ Appendix A. No. XIII. 
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nus * at Aquileia, who, after reciting the Canonical 
Books precisely as we receive them, declares, " These 
are the Books which our Fathers enclosed within 
the Canon ; they judged that on these the articles of 
our faith must stand." He then proceeds to state 
that there are certain other Books, not called Canon- 
ical, but Ecclesiastical^ — that is, our Apocrypha, as 
appears from his specification, — " which Books," says 
he, " our forefathers have thought fit to be read in 
the Church, but not to be applied to establish any 
article of faith.'' 

But, my brethren, while we adduce this testimony 
we do not intend to afiirm that there is nothing in 
the writings of the Christian Fathers which may be 
alleged to give some countenance to the opposite 
side of the question. No : I have already stated 
that certain expressions are used by some of the 
ancient Fathers, which, if taken by themselves, 
might seem to afford some ground for that position. 
For example, you might be perplexed at first by the 
language of the Council of Carthage f , held at the 
close of the fourth century, at which St. Augustine 
was present. 

One of the decrees of this Council seems to place 
the Apocryphal Books in the same rank with Moses 
and the Prophets. It enjoins that nothing but 
Canonical Writings should be read in the Church 
under the name of Holy Scripture, and it proceeds 

* Appendix A. No. XV. where, for inter read intra Canonem. 
f Appendix A. No. XXI. 
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to annex a Catalogue of Canonical Books, among 
which it enumerates the Apocryphal. 

What is more clear, it might be asked, than that 
the Apocrypha is here regarded as inspired, and that 
St. Augustine was of that opinion ? What, then, is 
to be said to this Decree ? 

First of all, we reply, that no Council of the 
Church, — no, nor a hundred Councils, — can make a 
book to be inspired which was not inspired before ; 
and that if the Apocrypha was inspired in the fourth 
century, it must have been inspired in the^r^^; and 
that if it had been inspired in the first, then Christ 
and His Apostles would have received it as such : 
and that they did not so receive it ; and that there- 
fore it is not inspired. 

If then, the Council of Carthage intended to 
affirm that the Apocrypha is inspired, it erred in so 
doing ; as it certainly did err^ when it ascribed the 
Books of Wisdom and Ecclesiasticus to King 
Solomon^ whereas they were not written till seven 
hundred years after Solomon's death. 

We also observe that this Decree purports only to 
to be a declaration * to be communicated to other 
Churches beyond the seas, for their approval and 



* De confinnando isto canone transmarina Ecclesia con- 
sulatur. 

Hoc etiam fratri et consacerdoti nostro Bonifacio vel aliis 
earum partium Episcopis pro confirmando isto canone innotescat 
quia a patribus ista accepimus in Ecclesia legenda. Liceat etiam 
legi passiones martyrum cum anniversarii dies eorum celebrantur. 
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confirmation ; next it must be noted that the Council 
of Carthage was only a provincial^ and not a general 
one; and, therefore, is not binding on the whole 
Church. Besides, the Council having decreed that 
only Canonical Books should be read, proceeds to 
say, that its members had received such and such 
books to be read in the Church, Therefore, it 
did not intend to use the term Canonical in 
its strict sense of inspired^ but in the sense of read 
in the Church; and to aflSrm that nothing was to 
be read as Scripture^ but those Books which the 
Bishops of that Council had received from their 
fathers as Canonical in this sense, — that is, as to be 
so read^ — and which they enumerate as such, 

St. Augustine, who was present at this Council, is 
the best interpreter of its words ; and he shows that 
this is the true meaning of the Decree. He says, in 
his work on Christian Doctrine*, that "of the 
Scriptures called Canonical, those are to be preferred 
which are received by all Churches^ and that those 
are to be placed in the nea^t rank which are acknow- 
ledged by the major and graver part of Christendom." 

Now, let me enquire, can any reasonable man 
speak of preference of one Canonical Scripture, pro- 
perly so called, to another ? There cannot be degrees 
in Inspiration. There cannot be more or less in 
what is Divine. It is therefore clear that the word 
Canonical is used by Augustine in a large and 

* See Appendix A. No. XXII. Compare Appendix F. 
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popular sense, so as not only to designate writings 
strictly speaking, inspired^ but also to embrace those 
which were held in reverence and read by the 
Church. And there can, I think, be no doubt that 
the word Canonical was employed in this large sense 
by the Council of that Church of Carthage, of which 
Augustine was so illustrious a member *. 

Waiving other considerations which might be ad- 
duced here, if it were worth while f, we readily allow 
that, from the influence of the Septuagint Version, 
into which the Apocryphal Books were introduced 
one by one, and from the almost exclusive use of 
this Version, and of Latin translations from it, 
instead of the Hebrew original, the African Church, 
in the fourth century, was in danger of confounding 
the Apocryphal Scripture with the inspired Word 
of God ; and it is by no means improbable, but that 
for a providential interposition^ such a confusion as 
this might have been propagated widely in the 
West. 

In tracing the history of the Church, we see a 
continuous series of attempts, on the part of the 
Devil, to turn the good things of God into evil, — not 
only by open hostility, but also by an insidious 
pretence of great veneration for the good. Scripture, 
being one of the best of God's gifts, has ever been 

* S. Augustine in Joann. Tract, cxxiv., uses the expression 
" Scripturis quamvis apocryphis." 

f See them in Bp. Cosin, p. 96 — 1 18. See also Appendix F. 
which will suggest them to the reader. 

G 
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the special object both of his open and secret 
attacks. Indeed, to a reflecting mind, one of the 
strongest arguments for the Divine origin of the 
Bible arises from the perpetual assaults of the Evil 
Spirit upon it; and from the no less constant inter- 
ferences of Almighty God in its behalf. 

The existence of the Septuagint Version was, as 
we have seen, a great blessing to the Church, by 
diffusing and preserving Scripture ; but the Tempter 
laboured to turn this blessing into a bane. He en- 
deavoured to do so by using the Septuagint as an 
instrument for drawing men's eyes from the Divine 
original to the human translation ; and by tempting 
them to svhstitute Greek and Latin Versions, which 
were blemished by imperfections, in matter and 
manner, for the authentic Hebrew ; and it cannot, I 
think, be denied, that one of the main causes of the 
neglect of the Hebrew in the Western, and, indeed, 
in the Eastern Church, was a popular notion that 
the Septuagint was inspired. 

Hence, in the fourth century, the danger existed, 
of which we have spoken ; but here, at this critical 
juncture, almost at the time when the Council of 
Carthage was sitting, the mercy of God, ever watch- 
ful over His own Word, graciously interfered. He 
was now pleased to raise up a person, eminently 
qualified, by his extraction, position, and intellectual 
endowments, to vindicate and maintain the unique 
inspiration of those Books, which had been received 
by the Church of the Jews, and by Christ Himself. 
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This person was St. Jerome. Bom in Dalmatia, 
trained in the learning of Greece and Rome, he 
traversed in his youth the greater part of European 
and Asiatic Christendom, and became intimate with 
the most eminent Doctors of the Church. He was 
welcomed at Rome, and chosen to be Secretary of 
its Bishop, Damasus, and seemed marked out to 
succeed to the Episcopal throne of the Imperial 
City. But God had other, and, we may add, greater 
work for St. Jerome to do. He sent him far away 
from the splendours of Rome, to a quiet hermitage 
at Bethlehem. There, from his silent retreat, he 
instructed the world ; there, he gave himself up, 
during twenty years, to the study of God's Holy 
Word in its original language; and bestowed the 
first Latin Version of the Hebrew Text on the 
Western Church. This was his great service to 
Christendom; for which be his memory ever 
blessed ! What a beautiful subject for contempla- 
tion, — especially to you, my brethren, who are blessed 
with holy hours of religious and lettered leisure in 
these Academic shades, — is the learned Jerome, in 
his college at Bethlehem ! How beneficial may be 
the fruits of your labours to mankind at large, in 
distant lands, and for all generations ! 

But I pass on. In this Latin Version, St. Jerome 
gave distinct testimony concerning the Books of 
Scripture, which were found in the original Hebrew, 
and were received as inspired by the Jews, to whom 
were committed the Oracles of God; and thus 

o2 
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Almighty God might seem to have raised him up to 
prevent for ever any confusion between the Apocry- 
phal Books and those which Christ acknowledged as 
written by the Holy Ghost. 

Behold, my brethren, another cause here for thank- 
fulness to God, for His care of Scripture and of the 
Church. Behold St. Jerome, a Doctor of the West, 
— ^yes, from Rome itself, — dwelling at Bethlehem, 
the birth-place of the Incarnate Word, there devoting 
many years to the study of the Divine Oracles in the 
Hebrew tongue; and thence proclaiming to the 
West, in the Latin Prefaces which he prefixed to his 
Translation of the Canonical Books, the all-important 
Truth concerning the inspiration of those Writings, 
and of those done. 

Yes, assuredly, my brethren, we have great reason 
to adore God's goodness in sending him to the East, 
and in employing him in the vindication of the 
Divine Honour of the Holy Scriptures, at the very 
time when such a service was most needed. And 
we may reflect, with devout satisfaction, on the 
delightful circumstance, that our own Church has 
shown her gratitude to God for this providential 
interposition, by commemorating St. Hierome by 
name in her Sixth Article, and by adopting his very 
words, concerning the authority of Canonical Scrip- 
ture, as distinguished from that of the Apocrypha. 

On the other hand, it must ever be a matter for 
sorrow and surprise, that the Church of Rome, in 
opposition to the Teaching of Christ and His Apostles, 
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and to the testimony of the Christian Church, and 
in contradiction to St. Jerome, whom, strange to 
say, she herself commemorates in her Breviary, as 
specially raised up by God, to be a principal 
Teacher* of the Church in the exposition of Scrip- 
ture, and in defiance of those Prefaces of St. Jerome, 
of which I have spoken, and which, wonderful to 
say, she had habitually prefixed to her own Editions 
of the Bible even up to the time of the Council of 
Trent, should then^ in that late age, — the middle of 
the sixteenth century, — ^have surrendered herself up 
to be so blinded by the Evil One, as no longer to be 
willing to behold the Truth which St. Jerome 
asserted, and which his Prefaces teach ; and that she 
should have done an act, which neither she, nor any 
Church in Christendom, had ever done before ; that 
is, should not only have affirmed that the Apocryphal 
Books are equal in authority to the Apostolical and 
Prophetical, but should have dared to anathematize, 
as heretics, and to attempt to cut off from all hope 
of salvation, all who do not receive them as such ! 

What does she say to this? She alleges that 
Jerome's testimony relates only to the Canon of the 
Jews^ and that he prudently f recommends, yes, pru- 
dently^ that, in arguing with them^ the Christian should 



* Breviar. Roman. Sept 30, p. 822. ed. Paris, 1842. Deus, 
Qui Ecclesiae Tuse in exponendis Sacris Scripturis beatum Hie- 
ronymum, Doctor em maximum, providere dignatus es. 

f See Vincenzi's argument, Appendix D. (6.) 
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treat no Book as Canonical but what they received as 
such ! As if Jerome was writing to the Jews, or with 
a view to them, and not for the use of the Church, 
yea, for the whole Western World ! As if he does 
not say expressly, that the Apocryphal Books are read 
by the Church, but are not received by it as Canonical 
Scripture * ! 

So explicit, indeed, is St. Jerome's evidence on 
this subject, that the Benedictine Editor of his works. 
Father Martianay, felt himself obliged to make 
the following remarkable acknowledgment : 

" I cannot disguise the truth," he says f , " that they 
who assert that Jerome is setting down the Jewish 
Canon, and not the Canon of the Church, do err very 
far from the truth, and impose on their readers their 
ovm opinion, instead of that of St. Jerome." 

How, then, it may be asked, does he defend the 
Romish Canon ? By means of the unhappy theory, 
lately propounded among us, — the true and only 
theory of Romanism, — the theory of Development. 

" We know if," he says, " that now, after the Decree 
of the Council of Trent, aU these Books," (that is, 
all the Apocryphal,) "are to be received with the 
same veneration as the other Scriptures ; but in the 
time of St. Jerome, as appears from St. Jerome 
himself, these Books were read by the Church, 



♦ Vol. i. p. 939. Appendix A. No. XIX. (c.) 
t Ed. Paris, 1693. vol. i. p. 322. 
X Ed. Paris, 1693. vol. i. p. 322. 
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for instruction in life and manners, but were not 
received by her among the Canonical Scriptures*." 

According to this doctrine, which is indeed the 
doctrine of Rome, a Book may be inspired in the 
sixteenth century, which was not inspired in the 
fourth ; so that the word of man may, after a 
lapse of more than a thousand years, become the 
Word of God ! And the Church of Rome claims 
the power of working this change ! 

I propose to say more, in the next Discourse, on 
the motives by which the Church of Rome was 
actuated in framing the Trent Decree concerning the 
Canon of Scripture, and to speak more at large on the 
true character and position of the Apocryphal Books. 

In conclusion, I will now offer two observations, 
which do not appear to have been always borne in mind 
by those who have discussed the question between the 
Churches of England and Rome, with respect to the 
Canon of the Old Testament. 

♦ Ed. Paris, vol. i. p. 322. See also vol. i. p. 939, and 
especially vol. i. p. 1170. So Cardinal Bellarmine, de Verbo 
Dei, i. 10, admits that tbe Apocrypha was not received by the 
Church in St. Jerome's time, quia nondum generale Concilium de 
his libris statuerat. See also M. Canus, Loc. Theol. ii. c. 11, 
and a remarkable passage of Professor Vincenzi in Appendix D. 
{a) ii. to this Volume. So also Perrone, ii. p. 1053. Ecclesia 
Romanae omnium Ecclesiarum Mater et Magistra sua potuit 
auctoritate constituere verum Scripturarum Canonem. In p. 1062, 
he says, that the Canon of the Old Testament had not been 
completed (Canonem nondum confectum ab Ecclesia) in the 
fourth century, when, says he, the Apocryphal Books ** Canonici 
nequaquam erant.** 
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First, then, we would address ourselves to our 
Romanist Brethren, and speak to them thus : You 
bring us passages from early Christian writers, in 
which the Apocryphal Books are called Scripture, 
Canonical Scripture ; you show us that they were 
read in the Church; and that a Council of the 
Church, at which St. Augustine was present, classes 
them with Canonical Books. 

But all this, (we say it respectfully,) is nothing to 
the purpose. We read page after page, volume after 
volume, of your works on this subject ; and we find 
ourselves compelled to close the book, and exclaim, 
What is all this but multiplying words without know- 
ledge ? We will not say it is deception for deception's 
sake; but we do say that it is a complete mis- 
statement of the whole question between us. That 
question is, not whether the Apocryphal Books were 
treated, and are to be treated, with reverence, — for 
the Church of England so treats them, — but, whether 
they are of eqiml authority for establishing Articles 
of Faith with the words of Christ and His Apostles. 
This y(m assert^ and this we deny. We deny it on 
the authority of Christ Himself. If they are inspired, 
they must have been inspired at the time of Christ's 
ministry, and must have been received by Christ as 
such. They were not so received by Him ; therefore 
they are not inspired. And shall you, or shall any 
man, or all the men that ever lived, presume to 
know more than Christ concerning His own Word ? 
Shall you ascribe to the Holy Spirit what He Who 
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was conceived by the Holy Ghost, as Man, and Who 
sent the Holy Spirit, as God, never received as His ? 
Forbear, — we entreat, we warn you, — to persist in 
this dreadful sin, of claiming to know more concern- 
ing the things of God than the Son of God. 

Lastly, to the Church of Rome, we say : You not 
only do this, but you anathematize all who do not 
receive the Apocryphal Books as inspired ; you make 
their reception a condition of Communion with 
yourself. What ! we say, Are you the author of 
Scripture ? " Came the Word of God out from you * ? 
Or^ came it to you alone f' Can you make and 
unmake it, as you please ? Will you dare to impre- 
cate curses on those who do not receive what Christ 
never received ? Nay, by so doing, you pour out your 
anathemas, not only upon us, but upon the holiest 
men of Christendom ; you say anathema to Jerome, 
anathema to RuflSnus, to Athanasius, to Cyril, to 
Melito; and in them, you say anathema to the 
ancient Churches of Palestine and Asia, and ana- 
thema to the ancient Church of Rome, and even 
to the Apostles themselves, — we dare not proceed 
further. 

Rather let us remind you, with earnest prayers 
for your salvation, as well as our own, and for 
the union of us all in one and the same faith, 
that, by imposing this term of Communion, you 
excommunicate yourself. And yet, Gracious God ! 

* 1 Cor. xiv. 36. 
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the Spirit of Evil has such awfiil power over you, 
that, when you are thus blinded by him, you fondly 
imagine that you alone can see ! 

May it please God to take the veil from your 
eyes ! and let us all, my brethren, — seeing this fearful 
instance of the malice and power of Satan, — be ever 
on our guard; let us watch diligently, and pray 
fervently to God, that He would " not lead us into 
temptation^ but deliver us from eml^T 

• Matt. vi. 13. 



LECTURE IV. 



1 Cor. ix. 22. 

** I am made all things to all men^ that I might by all means 
save some" 

Much as we have to deplore the prevalence of 
party strife in religion among us, — ^greatly as we 
have to lament our own lack of zeal in the cause of 
Christ, — deeply as we have to moum the tyranny of 
worldliness and the ravages of schism, by which 
Church Discipline has been weakened, and the profes- 
sion of strange doctrines been made familiar to our 
ears, — yet, amid these causes for dismay, we have 
great reason to admire and bless the goodness of 
Almighty God to the Church of England, in enabling 
her to maintain Scriptural and Catholic Orthodoxy 
in her public formularies of Faith. 

He has been graciously pleased to endue her with 
a prudent, patient, and charitable spirit, and with 
grace to preserve it in trying circumstances of great 
difficulty; and it may safely be affirmed, that, by 
means of her Christian quietness, which some would 
censure as weakness, and even through the operation 
of those restraints, which have modified and controlled 
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her agency, she has been providentially preserved 
from perilous innovations, so that she now finds 
herself in a most favourable position for promoting 
God's glory by the maintenance of His Truth. 

It may, indeed, appear presumptuous to affirm, 
that, at the present critical epoch of the world's 
history, the hopes of Christianity rest mainly, under 
God, on the safety of the Church of England ; but 
it may, I think, be shown, from the characteristics 
which distinguish her among the Churches of Chris- 
tendom in this generation, that to her specially 
belongs the solemn duty and the high privilege of 
maintaining and propagating the Gospel ; and that if 
she be true to herself, in holding fast that which she 
has received, and in working out her own system 
without fear and without compromise, she will enjoy 
the favour of the Most High, and be a glory and 
blessing to the world *. 

The felicity of her present position is mainly due 
to her forbearance and self possession, in not allowing 
herself to be betrayed, by impatient irritation against 
error, into the abandonment of ancient truth. 

Because some other Churches, especially that of 
Rome, have elevated certain objects to a dignity far 
above their real deserts, and have thus swerved from 
the practice of the ancient Church, and marred the 
^^ proportion of Faith f ,'* the Church of England has 

* It is scarcely necessary to add, that the Author here includes 
the American and other Churches communicating with the Anglican, 
"f* Rom. xii. 6. 
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not, therefore, thought good to run into the opposite 
extreme, and to strip these objects of their due 
honour and prescriptive rights. She has not thus 
put herself out of communion with Antiquity by 
irreverence, because others have done so by super- 
stition. But, while she has removed the abuse, she 
has wisely retained the good things which were 
abused, and has restored them to their true and 
ancient use ; and, by keeping her eye steadily fixed 
upon the past, she is enabled to walk more 
surely in the present, and to look forward more 
hopefully to the future. 

Thus she is truly Catholic. She communicates 
with the One Holy and Universal Church of Christ, 
of all times and of all places. Thus, also, she is 
truly a Missionary Church ; for she is enabled to hold 
intercourse with Jew and Gentile, and to bring them 
both unto Christ. Thus, like the great Apostle, she 
may say, " / am made all things to all meuy that I 
might by all means save some'' 

Such reflections, my brethren, as these arise in 
the mind, when we come to consider the topic to 
which we are now advanced in our argument; the 
course pur§ued by the Church of England with 
respect to the Apocrypha. 

In her Sixth Article, after reciting the names of 
the twenty-four Books of the Old Testament, which 
she receives as Canonical^ — using that word in its 
strict sense of constituting the Divine Rule of Faith, 
— she proceeds to say, " The other Books, as Hierome 
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saith, the Church doth read, for example of life and 
instruction of manners, but yet doth it not apply 
them to establish any doctrine. Such are these 
following : the third Book of Esdras," — and the rest, 
as we have them, under the name of Apocrypha, in 
our English Bibles. 

A certain honour, it will be observed, is here 
conceded to the Apocrypha ; and a certain authority 
is denied them. They are recognized by the Church 
of England as having a didactic use for virtuous life 
and godly conversation; but they are declared to 
possess no validity for establishing Articles of Faith. 

This declaration of the Church of England is 
illustrated by her practice. She places them (the 
Apocrypha) by themselves in her Bible ; she orders 
certain portions of some of them to be read at certain 
times in her public congregations. 

It is clear, then, that she regards them with 
respect, but not as inspired. If she did not revere 
them, she would not require them to be read with 
Scripture : and if she believed them to be inspired^ 
she would read them a^ Scripture, and prove from 
them Articles of Faith. 

It will be remarked, also, that, in this Article, the 
words, " The Church doth read, but doth not apply," 
are spoken of the Church Universal. That is, the 
Church of England appeals here to the Church 
Catholic ; and by appealing to it, she implies, that 
she respects its judgment, and that she conforms to 
its practice. And it is evident that she believes 
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herself to be following its example, when she gives 
to these Books a place in her Bibles, and cites 
certain of them in terms of the highest esteem in 
her Homilies, and reads some of them in her public 
assemblies, at the same time that she distinguishes 
them from the inspired Word in her Bibles, and 
never reads any of them in her Churches upon the 
Lord's Day. 

The wisdom of this middle course of proceeding, 
with regard to these middle Books, — for so the 
Apocrypha are called by the ancient Church* — 
cannot be more clearly evinced than by a comparison 
of its results with those of the two extremes on 
either side of it. 

First : some Protestant Communions, on the one 
hand, would banish the Apocryphal Books altogether 
from the Bible and the Church. 

Secondly : the Church of Rome, on the other hand, 
makes a belief in their inspiration a term of Com- 
munion with herself, and declares such a belief to be 
necessary to salvation. 

Words, my brethren, cannot adequately express 
how much it would be to be deplored, if the Church 
of England had ever followed, or ever should follow, 
either the one or the other of these two courses. 

It may be most solemnly affirmed that, if she were 
ever to take either of these two steps, she would 
weaken her connection with the past; she would 

* See Appendix A. No. XVII. v. 16. 
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grievously impair her Catholicity; and England 
would be disqualified at once from discharging the 
duty of a faithful witness of ancient Truth, and from 
prosecuting her glorious career, as the great Mission- 
ary Nation of the World. 

In order to show this, first let us consider the 
former of these two courses. 

Some persons, even in our own Communion, in 
defiance of the teaching and practice of our own 
Church, have allowed themselves to speak of the 
Apocrypha in very disparaging terms. In the words 
of the judicious* Hooker, they have bestowed much 
pains in " raking together whatsoever might prejudice 
or in any way hinder the credit of Apocryphal 
Books." And we may add, that, without any regard 
to the general drift of these Books, they have 
involved them all in a sweeping condemnation, on 
the strength of certain insulated words and sentences 
occurring in some of them. 

Far be it from us to arraign the motives by which 
they have been actuated. The feelings which have 
animated them, for the most part, have been, doubt- 
less, those of holy zeal for God's Word, and of anxious 
desire that no human compositions should usurp the 
place of the Divine Oracles. Conceding, then, as we 
do most willingly, all credit due to such sentiments 
as these, yet we must still be permitted to ask, — and 
we must not shrink from asking, — ^whether they 

* Hooker, V. xx. whose words are commended to the reader's 
careful consideration. See Appendix E. to this volume, p. 77, 78. 
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have not allowed themselves to be carried away from 
the firm footing of reason and charity, by their zeal 
against the Church of Rome, which treats the Apo- 
crypha as inspired ? Have they not visited her sins 
upon the Books which she has too highly extolled ? 
Have they not suffered themselves to forget the wise 
and beautiful instructions contained in many of these 
Books? Have they duly remembered, how they 
serve to fill a chasm in the history of God's Church, 
and to show His goodness to her in the interval of 
time between the two Testaments, and exhibit the 
holy and heroic graces which He was pleased to 
bestow upon her in that season of trial, when she had 
no prophetic voice to cheer her? Have they duly 
remembered, that they give expression to her sorrow 
for her widowhood, and to her hope and longing for 
the coming of the Desire of aU Nations * f Have 
they not been tempted to forget the reverence paid 
to these Books, from the Apostolic times, by the 
Church Catholic, and by our own Branch of it ? 
Have they not set up their own private opinion 
against the public consent of Antiquity, and been 
betrayed into a spirit of irritation, as if, because 
these Books have been raised too high by Rome, 
therefore, we must needs pull them down from their 
proper place, and trample on them with contumely 
and scorn ? 

But, my brethren, our private wills are our worst 
counsellors ; and they who listen to them will gene- 
* Haggai ii. 7. 

H 
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rally find, that by so doing they have effected nothing 
so completely as their own injury and disgrace. 

So it is here. 

Two allegations are made by some against the 
Apocrypha ; and under colour of them it is said we 
ought to banish them from our Bibles and our 
Churches. 

First, it is urged, that they authorize Romish 
Tenets, such as the doctrine of Merit, Prayers 
for the Dead, Worship of Angels : and it is 
further alleged that, because they seem to counte- 
nance such errors as these, they were canonized 
by the Church of Rome at the Council of Trent. 

Secondly, it is averred that some of these Books 
contain fabulous legends and immoral teaching; 
that they recommend, by precept and example, cer- 
tain actions at variance with the Law of God. 

These, my brethren, are very serious charges. 
But supposing that they who make them with so 
much eagerness could really substantiate what they 
affirm, what would they gain thereby ? Plainly this ; 
— ^while aiming a blow at the Church of Rome, 
they would wound the Church of Christ, which has 
ever treated these Books with reverence ; and they 
would wound the Church of England, which cites 
these Books in her Homilies, enumerates them with 
honourable mention in her Articles, gives them a 
place in her Bible, and reads them for example of 
life and instruction of manners to her People. 

It is therefore evident that, if we who are 
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Ministers of the Church of England are disposed to 
make an assault upon the Apocrypha, we must 
begin with retracting our own subscriptions to our 
Articles. We must make for ourselves new Ho- 
milies, a new Prayer-book, and a new Bible. And 
if we succeed in our adventure, — which Heaven 
forbid ! — we shall greatly weaken the cause of our 
Church, and advance that of Rome. 

Again: if the Apocryphal Books do indeed au- 
thorize Romish doctrine, and were therefore canon- 
ized at the Council of Trent, then, it is clear, that 
the ancient Fathers, who treated these Books with 
respect, and the ancient Church, which read them 
for instruction of manners, could not have disap- 
proved those Romish doctrines. Then, too, it would 
follow that the Church of England herself teaches 
Romish doctrines ; for she reads these Books. And 
therefore, either these Romish doctrines are not 
false doctrines ; or, the ancient Church Catholic and 
the Church of England are involved in the same 
errors as the Church of Rome. 

But, my brethren, Is it true that the Apocrypha 
was canonized at Trent becattse it authorizes, or even 
seemed to authorize, Romish doctrine? Far from 
it. The Church of Rome was in no want of the 
Apocrypha to authorize any articles of faith. She 
was in no need of any written authority for that. 
She affirmed at that very Council* that her own 

♦ Concil. Trid. Sess. iv. Appendix B. No. I. Perrone ii. 
p. 1217. 

h2 
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unwritten Traditions are sufficient of themselves to 
prove any article of faith. Her own 'practice is her 
Bible. As her practice varies, so does her Bible. 
She conforms herself to nothing, and would have 
every thing conform to herself. She had, therefore, 
I repeat, no need of the Apocrypha. But it was 
her practice to read it ; and she supposed that it had 
been canonized by two of her infallible Popes *, and 
that therefore it was inspired. 

Her own practice, I repeat, was her law; and 
this was proved remarkably in the canonization of 
the Apocryphal Book of Baruch at the Council of 
Trent. That Book had not been mentioned by 
name by any previous Council, or in the lists of the 
two Popes just mentioned. But it was read by the 
Church of Romef, and had been canonized by a 
third Pope, Eugenius the Fourth. Therefore at the 
Council of Trent the Book of Baruch was set 
down as inspired ; a fact which proves that it was 
the practice of the existing Church of Rome, and 
not any opinion that the Apocryphal Books au- 
thorize Romish doctrine, which produced their 
canonization at Trent ; for there is no Book in the 
whole Bible whicli condemns more strongly such 
superstitious and idolatrous practices as have cor- 
rupted the faith and worship of Rome than this Book 
of Baruch, which was then declared to be inspired. 

* Pope Innocent and Gelasius. See Appendix A. No. XXVI. 
f Sarpi's History of Council of Trent, (ad a.d. 1546,) Brent's 
Translation, p. 144. 
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Again: the canonization of the Apocrypha at 
Trent is to be ascribed, in no inconsiderable degree, 
to the incompetency of the members of that Council. 
That session of the Council in which the Apocrypha 
was canonized, under sentence of anathema on all 
who denied its inspiration, consisted of fifty-three 
Bishops, very few of whom were skilled in theologi- 
cal learning; and these fifty-three*, it is known, 
were divided in opinion on this matter f. Rely- 
ing on the practice of Rome as their guide, they 
gave no due consideration to the subject ; and, as if 
driven on by a spirit of infatuation, they came to a 
hasty conclusion, and bound themselves and others, or 
rather surrendered themselves to be bound by the 
Enemy of mankind, in the chains of error. And how 
much soever learned and reflecting Romanists may 
now desire — ^and we cannot doubt that many of them 
do desire — to be rid of this decree, yet they cannot 
free themselves from it, unless they are prepared to 
renounce the doctrine of Infallibility upon which the 
Papal system is based. May God of His mercy grant 
that they may have grace to reject error, disguised 
under the mask of Inerrancy, and by allowing them- 
selves to be fallible, be enabled to recover the truth ! 

But to return. We do not scruple to affirm that, 
whatever may seem to be the tendency of certain 

* See the names of these fifty-three in Labbe, Concilia XIV. 
p. 745. Streitwolf, Libri Symbol. Eccl. Cath. II. p. 21. 

f Sarpi's History of the Council of Trent, ad ann. 1546. 
See also Cardinal Pallavicini's History, lib. vi. cap. xi. 
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expressions in some of the Apocryphal Books taken 
by themselves, yet the teaching of the Apocrypha, 
fairly construed, is condemnatory of Romish error, 
and in harmony with Catholic Truth. 

We are now brought to consider the second alle- 
gation. While we thus speak, do we intend to say that 
no flaws may be found in the Apocrjrpha? By 
no means. We do not believe them to be inspired ; 
we are sure that they are human compositions, and 
that, as such, they partake of the imperfections of 
humanity. We do not, therefore, read the Apo- 
crypha as Canonical Scripture ; and we believe that 
the blemishes, which are referred to, will be found 
only in those Apocryphal Books, or in those portions 
of the Apocryphal Books, which we never read. 
And we proceed to say that, even from these im- 
perfections themselves, every thoughtful person will 
derive lessons of great practical utility. 

The case of reading the Apocrypha is very similar 
to that of the commemoration of the Saints of God 
by anniversary festivals and religious services. What 
the Saints are to the Divine Author of all Sanctity, 
that the Apocryphal Books are to Inspired Scripture. 

The Author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, in the 
eleventh chapter, ushers in a long train of Patriarchs, 
Prophets, Saints, and Martjrrs, of whom the world 
was not worthy ; and yet not one of these who are 
there canonized by the Holy Ghost, was exempt 
from mortal frailty. So the Church of Christ 
inserts in her calendar the names of those whose 
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memories live in the heart of Christendom. All 
these were men of like infirmities with ourselves ; 
and by celebrating their festivals we glorify Him 
from Whom all their graces were derived ; and the 
purity and brightness of the One Only perfect 
example, Jesus Christ, shows Itself in more radiant 
lustre when compared with these lesser lights, albeit 
they are confessed to be what human nature has 
produced most excellent. And by dwelling reve- 
rently on the memories of the Saints, departed in 
God's Holy Faith and Fear, we hold spiritual com- 
munion with the mystical Body of Christ in every 
age. So in reading and revering the Apocryphal 
Books, we maintain our sacred fellowship with the 
Church Catholic, which has so long read and re- 
ceived them ; we love, and live in, the past ; we do 
what is so beautifully taught us in the Lesson of 
that Apocryphal Book of Ecclesiasticus *, which is, 
or ought to be, read in the annual commemorations 
of Founders and Benefactors in every ancient college 
of England ; we praise famous men and our fathers 
that begat us. 

So, even by the imperfections of these Books, 
thus read and revered, we feel ourselves admonished 
and incited to admire the unattainable perfection, 
and to adore the Divine beauty, of the Inspired 
Scriptures^ from which the wisdom of the Apocry- 

* Chap. xliv. See Celebratio Coenae, &c. in Commenda- 
tionibus Benefactor um, Lond. 1560. Anno 2do. Eliz. where the 
reading of this lesson is enjoined by authority. 
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phal Books has been derived, like rays streaming 
from one glorious orb of inexhaustible light, and to 
which they bear a willing testimony of lowly homage 
and of devout veneration *. 

But further. " The end of the commandment is 
charity ^r and we are forbidden to ^^put a stumbling^ 
block X' in any one's way, or to ^^give offence'^ to any ; 
we are commanded by God to do all things for 
" mutvxd edification^^ and for " His glory \r But by 
banishing the Apocrypha from our Bibles and our 
Churches, we should violate these sacred precepts ; 
we should destroy one of our means of communion 
with other Churches, and should produce discord, 
where Christ intended that there should be only 
love. 

If you carry a Bible, without the Apocryphal 
Books, into Greece, Asia, and Palestine, — that is, 
into those very countries whence the Gospel derived 
its origin and its language, you would be told that 
you have not the Bible, but only a mutilated copy of 
it. The Greek Church, which agrees with our own || 

* See Ecclus. Prolog. ** My grandfather Jesus, when he had 
much given himself to the reading of the Law and the Prophets, 
and the other Books of our Fathers (ra &k\a fiilSXia) was drawn 
on also himself to write something pertaining to learning and 
wisdom.'* See also Ecclus. xlv. 5, concerning Moses ; Ecclus. 
xlvii. 8, concerning David ; xlvii. 15, concerning Solomon ; 
xlix. 6 — 10, on Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and the Twelve Prophets. 

t 1 Tim i. 5. J Rom. xiv. 13. 1 Cor. x. 32. 2 Cor. vi. 3. 

§ 2 Cor. xii. 19. Eph. iv. 29. 1 Cor.^. 31. 

II See Appendix B. No. IV. (a) and (6). 
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and with the ancient Church Catholic in venerating 
the Apocrypha, which is contained in its authorized 
Septuagint, but does not regard it as inspired, would 
renounce you as guilty of neoteric and sectarian error, 
if you presented her with a Bible not containing the 
Apocryphal Books. 

If you pass over to Italy and France, or to Spain 
and Portugal, and endeavour to circulate such Bibles 
among persons, who, as we all assert, are in great need 
of the Scriptures, — I mean our Roman Catholic 
Brethren in those countries, — ^they will immediately 
say to you, " This may be an English Bible ; but it 
is not the Bible of Christendom. It excludes Books 
which the Eastern and Western Churches have never 
ceased to read, from the earliest times to this hour." 

You may, perhaps, reply, that the Apocrypha 
contains unsound doctrine, and questionable history. 
But to this they will oppose the authority and practice 
of the Church. They will ask you, " Whom shall 
we believe? You, or Eighteen Centuries? Nay, 
which of the two shall we believe, you, or your own 
Church ? You vilify the Apocrypha : your Church 
reads it ; she lauds it in her Articles, which you, 
perhaps, have signed ; she cites it in her Homilies, 
which you would have us receive. Either, therefore, 
you or your Church are in error? Either your Bible 
or your Prayer Book is wrong. Choose which 
alternative you will; it is indifferent to us. Go 
then to your homes. First reconcile yourselves to 
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your Church ; make your Prayer Book tally with 
your Bible ; and then, and not till then, come and 
evangelize us !" 

Such, my beloved brethren, would be the language 
which, under the circumstances supposed, we must be 
prepared to hear from every weUr-instiructed person 
in those countries *. 

Let me also observe, as a most important point, 
that by rejecting the Apocrypha, which has now been 
read in our own Church, and in the Universal Church, 
for so many hundred years, we should, in fact, be 
guilty of the very same sin with which we charge 
the Church of Rome. 

What is that? 

It is the imposition of new terms of Communion, 
unknown to the Catholic Church. If^ indeed, the 
reading of the Apocrypha can be shown to be sinful, 
then let it be rejected by all means ; for we are no 
advocates for peace without truth. But this has 
never been proved ; and the fact of its being read by 
the Church for so many centuries will satisfy most 
persons, to say the least, that it may be read without 
offence. And if so, then comes in the obligation upon 
us, — and a most solemn obligation it is, — ^not to 
impose any new term of Communion, by which the 
peace of the Church may be disturbed, and a rent 
made in the body of Christ. It matters little 
whether the new term consists in addition or svhtrac^ 
* See Appendix G. 
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tion. The new term of Communion which Rome 
imposes is the reception of the Apocrypha as inspired ; 
the new term which we should impose would be the 
rejection of the Apocrypha altogether. Both of 
these two courses are schismatical. I do not intend 
to say that the rejection of the Apocrypha is, in itself, 
abstractedly speaking, in any degree to be compared 
with the canonization of it ; but what I mean is, 
that there is a breach of Church unity in both cases : 
and nothing profiteth mthout charity * ; and wilful 
schism is a great sin. It is clear, then, that by 
banishing the Apocrypha, we should imitate Borne ; 
we should impose a new Bible as a term of Commu- 
nion ; and instead of doing all in our power, that 
the Religion of Christ may have free course^ and be 
glorified f , we should make the Bible itself a stum- 
blingblock in its way. 

At three different epochs in the History of the 
Church of England, namely, in the Hampton Court 
Conference at the commencement of the reign of 
King James the First ; again, in the Savoy Confe- 
rence at the Restoration of King Charles the Second ; 
and again, when an attempt was made for a religious 
comprehension, as it was called, at the era of the 
Revolution of 1688, the Apocryphal Books were 
the object of violent attacks from parties who pre- 
ferred their own private opinions to the judgment 
and practice of the Church. They strove to eject 

* 1 Cor. xiii. 1—3. f 2 Thess. iii. 1. 
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these Books from the Churches and Bibles of Eng- 
land. But happily their attempts were frustrated : 
and thus it is that, by the wonderful Providence of 
God overruling our own devices against ourselves, 
the Church of England at the present day occupies 
a glorious position, from which she looks back upon 
the Past with thankfulness, and on the Future with 
hope. ^ 

We have thus, as in duty bound, dwelt on the 
evils which would have arisen from the rejection of 
the Apocrypha; and we now pass on to consider 
those which result from the reception and obtrusion 
of it as inspired. 

To impute to God what does not belong to Him 
is an offence no less than to deny Him His honour 
due ; and no Church can hope for His blessing if it 
is wilfully guilty of this sin. Such an act must 
bring with it its own chastisement. 

Again: the Great Head of the Church desires 
and commands that all the members of His mystical 
Body should be joined together in unity. Violations 
of Church-unity are sins against Christ. The adop- 
tion and imposition of any new term of Church 
Communion, especially in so solemn a matter as the 
Word of God, is a grievous breach of Unity, and 
consequently is a heinous offence against Christ. 
And a Church which is guilty of this sin must, in 
this respect, be the object of His displeasure, and 
must look to be visited with His wrath. 

Further: it is evident that the canonization of 
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the Apocrypha greatly impairs the eflScacy of a 
Church in her missionary character. 

No Church which isolates herself by imposing 
new terms of communion can do the work of the 
Church Catholic. She may, perhaps, make prose- 
lytes to herself; but she cannot engraft men as 
sound members on that Church which is and ever 
will be one and the same in faith. Now, the recep- 
tion of the Apocrypha as inspired^ which was never 
received as stick by Christ and His Apostles or by 
the Church after them, and the making such a 
reception an article of Faith, and a term of Com- 
munion, is virtually, as far as it goes, an act of self- 
excommunication, and by consequence an abdication 
of Apostleship. 

Let us consider how the reception of the Apo- 
crypha as inspired affects the relations of a Church 
so receiving it, not only to Christians and to 
Heathens, but also to Jews. Here we shall see 
another embarrassment. 

Our Blessed Lord says that " Jerusalem shall be 
trodden down of the Gentiles^ until the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled''^'' The Conversion of the Jews 
may therefore be regarded as the consummation of 
the work of the Church on earth. It will be her last 
labour of love on the eve of the Sabbath of Eternity. 

The capacity, therefore, of a Church for the per- 
formance of this glorious work is one of the best 
criterions of her faithfulness. A Church which has 
* Luke xxi. 24. 
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disqualified herself for this office, and disfranchised 
herself from this privilege, cannot be a sound 
Church ; for she cannct aid in realizing God's gra- 
cious designs, and so far cannot be approved by Him. 

Now, you will bear in mind, my brethren, that the 
ancient Christian Apologists, — for instance, Justin 
Martyr and St. Augustine J, — relied much on such 
arguments as the following in their discussions with 
the Jews. 

We prove our cause, they said, from the Old 
Testament, that is, from Books which you Jews 
cannot allege that we have fabricated or tampered 
vdth ; for we have received these Books from your 
hands. Yes; we Christians show the truth of 
Christianity from those very writings which we de- 
rive from you, our bitterest enemies; and which you, 
we allow, have guarded with scrupulous fidelity. 
We acknowledge, in the words of that noble 
^^ Hebrew of the Hebrews '*^^' our great Apostle St. 
Paul, that " to you were committed the oracles of 
God-f ;" and that you ^^have received the lively oracles 
to give unto us if." Yes, you bear in your hands the 
divine title-deeds of Him Whom you have crucified ; 
and from them we prove his Messiahship. We re- 
quire no other evidence than what your Scriptures 
afford. You, therefore, have done the work of 
Clerks and Notaries, of Roll-keepers and Registrars 
for us §. Nay more ; by a just act of Divine retri- 

* Phil. iii. 5. f Rom. iii. 2. J Acts vii. 38. 

§ Judaei sunt Notarii, Librarii, Capsarii, Scriniarii, Bajuli 
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bution, you, by your dispersion into all lands, and by 
your public reading of the Old Testament in your 
synagogues every Sabbath day in all the world, have 
been the Heralds — ^yea, without your knowledge and 
against your will, have been and still are in a certain 
sense the Apostles and Evangelists — of Him Whom 
you have " takeriy and by wicked hcmds have crucified 
and slain*'' And now, like a wandering Cain of 
many centuries, you, by your vagabond condition 
and miserable aspect, and by the mark set upon you 
by God, preach the innocence of your brother Abel, 
that Good Shepherd, Whose blood you have shed ; 
and you prove to all the world that the offering 
which He made for the sins of all men on the altar 
of the Cross, has been graciously accepted by God. 

You may ask, perhaps. How is it, if you bear in 
your hands the Old Testament, and if the Old Testa- 
ment preaches Christ, and if Jesus be the Christ, 
that you did not receive Him ? Here, we reply, is 
another proof of the truth of those Scriptures, and 
of His Messiahship ; for your unbelief, and the re- 
jection of your Messiah by you to whom He came, 
is plainly predicted in those very Books of the Old 
Testament which you bear in your hands. " Those 
things which God before hath showed by the numth of 
all His prophets^ that Christ shotdd suffer^ He hath so 
fulfiUed\r 

Chrisiianorum. See Justin Martyr, in Appendix A. No. IV. and 
St. Augustine in Appendix F. (^) (^) («) (A) (Z). 

* Acts ii. 23. f Acts iii. 18. Luke xxiv. 25—27. 
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But, thanks be to God, it is prophesied also in the 
same Books, that the blessed time is approaching 
when the veil will be taken off your hearts. As the 
Prophet says, " The children of Israel shall abide 
many days without a King^ without a Prince, without 
a Sacrifice, without an image, without an Ephod, and 
without Teraphim ; afterward shall the children of 
Israel return and seek the Lord their God, and shall 
fear the Lord and His goodness in the latter days *." 
^^They shall look on Him Whom they pierced \r 
And the divine Apostle of Christ takes up the joyful 
strain, and thus proclaims the gracious promise of 
God : " / would not, brethren, that ye shmld be igno- 
rant of this mystery, that blindness in part is hap- 
penned to Israel until the fulness of the Gentiles be 
come in ; and so all Israel shall be saved X^ 

Therefore, in accordance with these prophecies, 
we call upon you to awake, and to turn to the Lord 
your God ; we implore you to join with us in ful- 
filling God's designs proclaimed in His own Word, 
so that, by your reception into the Church purchased 
by the blood of His dear Son, the mercy of the 
Lord may appear to all the world, and the earth be 
''filled with His knowledge as the waters cover the 
sea J." 

Of such a kind, my brethren, was the language 
of the Fathers of the Christian Church to the 
people of Israel. 

* Hosea iii. 4, 5. f Zech. xii. 10. 

X Rom. xi. 25, 26. § Is. xi. 9. 
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But observe how this strength of glorious appeal 
in behalf of Christianity is paralyzed, how the holy 
melody of its music is untuned, by the obtrusion of 
the Apocryphal Books as inspired. 

Once receive and impose the Apocryphal Books 
as inspired, and you can no longer say, with the 
ancient Fathers of the Church, that you prove 
Christianity against the Jews from the Books which 
the Jews receive as inspired. For they do not receive 
the Apocrypha. Indeed, as was before said, the 
Jews, mistaking the language of Rome for that of 
the Catholic Church, urge it as an objection against 
Christianity, that it has added to the Word of God 
other books of human composition, and that it 
affirms these books to be of equal authority with it. 

Nor is this all. If we impose the Apocrypha as 
inspired, then, so far from listening to our appeal, 
the Jews would turn round upon us^ and say, 
Your own Scriptures recognize us as the divinely- 
appointed depositories of the Word of God. Your 
Apostle Paul says that " to us were committed the 
oracles of God*'' Your Messiah says that we have 
^^ Moses and the Prophets^'' He worshipped and 
preached in our synagogues. He acknowledged our 
Canon of Scripture. But your Apocryphal Books 
were no part of our sacred deposit. They were 
never admitted into our Holy of Holies. So far, 
then, from proving your Gospel from our Scriptures, 

* Rom. iii. 2. f Luke xvi. 29. 

I 
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c 

you stand convicted by your own Gospel of corrupt- 
ing our Scriptures. You are condemned of this 
crime by your own Prophet. We leave you to 
Him. First agree with Him, and then come and 
preach your Gospel to us. 

Thus, my brethren, we perceive that, by the 
canonization of the Apocryphal Books, the Church 
of Rome, instead of promoting God's glory by aid- 
ing in the fulfilment of His gracious design for the 
restoration of the Jews, has done much to embarrass 
and impede that glorious work by making the 
Christian Church appear to be in contradiction with 
its ancient self and with its Divine Founder. She 
has thrown a stumbling-block in the way of God's 
ancient people, and has made their darkness more 
thick and their hearts more hard. She has incapa- 
citated herself from taking any part in their conver- 
sion. The veil must be taken from her own eyes 
before she can take the veil from those of the Jews. 
She must allow herself to have been in error, before 
she can teach the truth. She must rescind the 
decrees of Trent, before she can preach the Gospel 
of Christ. The destruction or reformation of Rome 
will, in all human probability, precede the conversion 
of the Jews. 

Therefore, in fine, my beloved brethren, looking 
upon the work which the Church of Christ has yet 
to perform in the propagation of the Gospel both 
among Jews and Gentiles, we have infinite reason 
for thankfulness to Almighty God for watching over 
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the Church of England with the eyes of His mercy, 
and for guiding her by His wisdom in the right 
way, neither swerving to the right hand nor to the 
left ; so that she is now in a condition to preach the 
glad tidings of the Gospel to the whole worid, and 
to fulfil the merciful designs of the great Bishop of 
our souls, for the fetching home of the people of the 
earth who are still scattered like sheep upon the 
mountains of ignorance and unbelief, and of bring- 
ing them together into one fold, under one Shepherd, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Thanks be to Almighty God that He has given 
us visible tokens of His Divine Favour, and of His 
gracious Will that the Church of England should go 
on and prosper in this blessed enterprise. He has 
endued her with increased power for discharging 
this great work, to which she has been called by the 
natural position, the commercial activity, and the 
colonial possessions of our country. We have already 
seen twelve Bishoprics founded in our colonies 
within the last twelve years; and the erection of 
four additional Sees in our foreign dependencies at 
the commencement of the present year, is another 
eventful circumstance, which we hail with joy as a 
happy augury that the Schechinah of the Divine 
Presence and Glory is with us. 

Yet, some there are, who, instead of looking 
with gladness and gratitude on these blessed signs of 
God's goodness, would turn with yearning hearts in 
other directions, and would speak coldly and timidly 

i2 
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of the graces and hopes of their spiritual Mother ; 
as if they even thought it a merit not to despair of 
the Church of England. What! Despair of the 
Church of England? We must, then, despair of 
Christianity. 

The Church of England has the Word of God to 
preach, and, thanks be to God, she has never disquali- 
fied herself from preaching it. She holds the Bible 
in her hands pure and unadulterated. She opens it 
wide to the eyes of the world. She has not thrown 
herself out of the Communion, of the ancient people 
of God, by adding to the ancient Scriptures ; nor, 
has she set herself against the authority, and cut 
herself off from the Communion of the Universal 
Church of Christ, by withdrawing the due and accus- 
tomed reverence from those other Books which have 
ever been publicly held in esteem by the great body 
of Christians, as fraught with wise precepts and holy 
examples, and completing the history of God's pro- 
vidential dealings with His Church, in her interval of 
patient hope and trial between the Old Testament 
and the New. 

Thus, like the great Missionary Apostle, while she 
makes no compromise of the Truth, she treads in the 
paths of peace ; " She is made all things to all men^ 
that she may by all means save some^ 

Let me specially exhort you, my younger brethren, 
to imitate her spirit. Pray to God that you may be 
like-minded with her. Be thankful to Him, that 
you have here the privilege of being trained in one 



IV.] AND POSITION OF THE APOCRYPHA. 117 

of the great schools of her Prophets ; use aright 
the blessings which you here enjoy. Then, if you 
are true to her, and to yourselves, — if, like her, you 
unite Evangelical Faith with Apostolic Order and 
Catholic Love, then, you will have the glorious 
privilege of advancing her work on earth, and of 
sharing her bliss in Heaven. 



LECTURE V. 



Is. viii. 16. 
** Bind up the testimony y seal the law among My disciples J*^ 

The New Testament is hidden in the Old, and the 
Old is displayed in the New ; each is in harmony 
with the other, and the same God is Author of 
them both. 

In the preceding Discourses, it has been my purpose 
to state the reasons for which we receive the Books 
of the Old Testament as the Word of God ; and my 
design, in the present and following Lectures, is to 
treat of the Canon of the New Testament, and to 
show the grounds on which we acknowledge those 
Books, which are contained in the volume bearing 
that name, to be a part of the divinely appointed 
Rule of Faith and Practice, and, therefore, to be of 
equal authority with the Canonical Books of the 
Old Testament. 

The Canon of the Old Testament, as we have 
seen, is authorized by Christ Himself, Who acknow- 
ledged all the Books, of which it consists, to be the 
Word of God, and referred His hearers to them as 
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such ; and it will be our endeavour to prove that we 
have the same Divine sanction for the Canon of the 
New. Christ is the great " Householder who bringeth 
forth out of His divine Treasure things New and Old*.'' 
Both Testaments bear the impress of His signet; 
He says of both alike, " Bind up the Testimony^ seal 
the Law among My Disciples'' 

Let us join in prayer to Him, that He would give 
us a portion of that Spirit which illumined His 
Prophets and Apostles, and enable us to see His 
presence in His Word, and to believe firmly in our 
hearts, and acknowledge boldly with our lips, that 
" all Scripture is given by inspiration of God^ and is 
profitable for doctrine^ for reproof for correction^ for 
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God 
may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good 
works f ." 

Such being our aim, let us first consider the difll- 
culties which have been thrown in the way of this 
belief ; and next, let us examine in detail the evidence 
by which a sound faith in the inspiration of the con- 
stituent parts of the New Testament, is shown to be 
reasonable, and necessary to salvation. 

On the present occasion, we will confine ourselves 
to the former part of this enquiry. 

The objections which have been made to the 
Canonical authority of the New Testament proceed 
from two quarters. First, from the open enemies of 

* Matt. xiii. 52. f 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. 
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Revelation; and secondly, from those who would 
make Scripture to depend on the authority of their 
own Church. 

The form taken by these objections is as follows : 
Jesus Christ, they observe, committed nothing to 
writing ; and none of the Books of the New Testa- 
ment were written while He was on earth ; nor, were 
they all composed till from ten to sixty years after 
His Ascension into Heaven. There is no passage in 
the New Testament which specifies the names and 
number of the Books which compose the Christian 
Scriptures, and assures us of their Inspiration ; and, 
even if there were, such passage would require some 
independent guarantee of its own veracity. 

Again ; it is said, we possess writings of eminent 
Christian Teachers, who were either companions or 
scholars of the Apostles, namely, the Apostolic 
Fathers, as they are called, Barnabas, and Clement, 
and Hennas, the friends and fellow-labourers of St. 
Paul, and of Ignatius and Polycarp, the Disciples of 
St. John. One of these, Barnabas*, is called an 
Apostle f in Scripture ; three of the other four were 
Christian Bishops. Now, in their writings, it is 
alleged :j:, we have little notice taken of the New 
Testament; the names of the Evangelists are not 

* For argument's sake the Epistle extant under the name of 
St. Barnabas is here supposed to be genuine : it is certainly of 
the primitive times. 

f Acts xiv. 14. 

X Bolingbroke's Works, Letter V. vol. i. p. 177. 
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once mentioned in them ; whereas, it might surely 
have been expected, that, if the New Testament had 
been received as inspired, in the age of the Apostolic 
Fathers, they would have made copious citations 
from it. 

Still, further ; though it was of the greatest impor- 
tance that the Church should possess full assurance 
concerning the momentous question, what Books are 
inspired, and what are not? yet, we find, that, 
even in the third, fourth, and fifth centuries, certain 
Churches entertained doubts concerning the inspira- 
tipn of some Books of the New Testament ; and we 
do not find, that any Catalogue of all the inspired 
Books was made by any Council of the Church, till 
late in the fourth century, when such lists were 
published by the Synods of Laodicea and Carthage * ; 
and then, it is said, but not till then^ the Canon of 
the New Testament was finally fixed and established. 

From these allegations, certain very dangerous 
conclusions are derived. 

On the one hand, they who do not wish well to 
Christianity, would thence infer that the doctrines of 
the Gospel are questionable, since the inspiration of 
the documents, in which they are contained, was so 
long a matter of doubt. 

On the other hand, they who elevate their own 
Church to a dignity higher than the Bible, having 

* Hobbes' Leviathan, pt. iii. c. 33. Toland's Amyntor, pp. 
47. 56. 64. See the citations in Leland's View, i. p. 36, ed. 1798. 
i. p. 50. Hickes* Treatises, i. p. 73, Oxf. 1847. 
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first persuaded themselves that their own Church is 
the Mother and Mistress of all Churches*, would 
fein persuade m that Scripture derives its authority 
entirely from their Church; and that, therefore, 
Holy Scripture cannot be a sufficient Rule of Faith. 

The Church, they say, did not know what Scripture 
was for three centuries after it was written, which 
could not have been the case, if Scripture were the 
Rule of Faith. Nor is this all. They neM proceed 
to say, that, if the Church, — by which they mean 
the Church of Rome^ — was able to give divine 
authority in the fourth century to Books, which had 
existed from the first, there can be no limit to her 
knowledge and power ; and, therefore, if we wish to 
believe in the inspiration of the New Testament, we 
must also believe, implicitly, whatsoever the Church 
of Rome has hitherto propounded, or may hereafter 
propound^ as necessary to everlasting salvation. 

Such difficulties as these, my brethren, have 
been thrown by different persons in the way of a 
sound belief in the Inspiration of the New Testament; 
and the fact that some of these objections have been 
confidently repeated f in our own days, and have led 

* Perrone de Locis Theol. p. ii. c. 1. Scripturae Canon non 
ab una Ecclesia constitui debet, si Ecclesia ilia non esset omnium 
Ecclesiarum Mater et Magistra. Porro Ecclesia Romana, cum 
privilegio fruatur primatus in universam Ecclesiam, sua potuit 
auctoritate constituere verum Scripturarum Canonem. 

f Dr. Milner's End of Controversy, Letter xi. ** Was this 
abrogation of the First Rule of Christianity deferred till the 
Canon of Scripture was fixed at the end of the fourth century V — 
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to the most disastrous results, would of itself be a 
sufficient reason to us for a careful examination of 
this subject: even if it were not essential that all 
Christians, of every age, should fully understand the 
grounds on which the Scriptures of the New Testa- 
ment, together with the Old, are to be received as 
the entire and unerring Word of Almighty God. 

Let us now examine these difficulties. 

First, we allow that no Catalogue of the books of 
the New Testament is found in the extant decrees 
of any Council of the Church more ancient than 
those of Laodicea and Carthage *, toward the close 
of the fourth century. But, waiving the argument 
that the decrees of many earlier Councils have been 
lost, and that such catalogues may have existed in 
themf, we affirm, and shall proceed to prove, that 



Newman's Essay on the Development of Christian Doctrine, 
p. 160. " On what ground do we receive the Canon as it comes 
to us but on the authority of the Church of the fourth and fifth 
centuries ? The Church of that era decided — ^not merely bore 
testimony, but passed a judgment on former testimony — decided 
■ that certain books were of authority. We receive that decision 
as true ; that is, we virtually apply to a particular case the doc- 
trine of her infallibility." See also p. 167. " If (in the first 
three centuries) the Imperial Power checked the development of 
Councils, it availed also for keeping back the power of the 
Papacy. The Creed, the Canon, in like manner remained un- 
defined. The Creed, the Canon, the Papacy, the (Ecumenical 
Councils all hepan to form, as soon as the Empire relaxed its 
tyrannous oppression of the Church." 

* See Appendix A. to this volume, Nos. XIV., XXI. 

f See Bp. Kaye's Tertullian, p. 314, ed. 1826. 
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the books of the New Testament had been received 
as inspired not only long before that age, but in 
and from the time in which they were written ; and 
that those two Councils, in publishing these lists, 
did not imagine, that they were making, or could 
make^ any Book to be Canonical which was not 
Canonical before. They did not intend to ena>ct 
anything new, but only to declare what was old ; just 
as the Church of England, in the sixteenth century, 
when she published a list of the Canonical Books of 
the Old Testament in her Sixth Article, did not 
pretend to give any new authority to those Books, 
but only affirmed what the Church had believed 
concerning them, from the beginning. 

The Inspiration of the New Testament was recog- 
nized by \he first General Councils of Christendom. 
In proof of this it may be observed, that, in the 
public Council Chambers, in which those venerable 
Synods met, a Royal Throne* was set in the midst, and 
the Sacred Volume of the Four Gospels was placed 
upon it, as a visible image of Christ's presence, and 
as a divine rule, by which all their decrees were to 
be directed. It is expressly recorded of the most 
illustrious Council of the Church, that of Nicaea, 



* S. Cyril, in his Apologetic Discourse to Theodosius, describing 
the Council of Ephesus, says (Labbe, Concil. iii. p. 1044), "The 
Sacred Synod being assembled in Mary's Church, had Christ 
Himself for their Head ; for the Holy Gospel was on a solemn 
Throne, preaching, as it were, to the venerable Prelates, * Judge 
ye right judgment.' " 
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which was held forty years before that of Laodicea, 
that it had before its eyes the Books of the Evange- 
listSy ApostleSy and Prophets ; and that its decisions 
were founded on the written Word of Inspiration *. 
The insertion of the words, " according to the Scrip- 
tures^^ in the Nicene Creed, is very significant of this 
fact. It is therefore clear, that, at that period, the 
Books of the New Testament were distinctly known 
by the Church, and were recognized by it as the 
Oracles of God. 

Again; although it is allowed that no Synodical 
Catalogv^s^ earlier than the fourth century, are now 
extant, of the writings of the New Testament, yet, 
we must remember, that many such Catalogues are 
found in the works of eminent Fathers, both of the 
Eastern and Western Church, anterior to that time. 

Besides, it must also be remembered, that these 
writers set down these lists, not as new documents, 

* Constantine, in his Speech to the Nicene Fathers (Theodoret, 
i. 7.)> says, that they " have the Doctrine of the Holy Spirit in 
writing (ara-ypaTrrov), for (he adds) the Books of the Evangelists 
and Apostles, and the oracles of the ancient Prophets teach us 
clearly and thoroughly {aa<^wQ iiciraiBevovai) what we ought to 
believe concerning God. Wherefore (he continues) let us lay 
aside all hostile contention, and let us decide our controversies 
from the Divinely Inspired Books.** In his letter to Eusebius, 
Bishop of Caesarea (Socrat. i. 7), the Emperor announces his 
decree for the erection of Additional Churches at Constantinople, 
and for the writing out of Fifty Copies of the Divine Scriptures 
(Oeiofv ypa(pwv) for the use of the Church.'* He thus endeavours 
to repair the injury inflicted by Diocletian in the destruction of 
Churches and Bibles. 
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but as received by them, through uninterrapted 
transmission, from the times of the Apostles*. These 
Catalogues, therefore, embody the belief, not only of 
the Church of the third and second centuries, but of 
the first ; they contain the testimony of the Apostolic 
Churches to the Inspiration of the New Testament. 
Yet further. Even the bitterest foes of Christi- 
anity have been converted by God into witnesses of 
this Truth. The fiercest persecution which the Church 
has yet been called to endure, was that which raged 
throughout the Roman world at the beginning of 
the fourth century, under the Emperor Diocletian, 
who strained every nerve to exterminate Christianity. 
He imagined that the best means for effecting his im- 
pious purpose would be to destroy the House and the 
Word of God. Therefore, he levelled the Churches 
to the dust, and ordered diligent search to be made 
in all parts of the Empire for copies of the Christian 
Scriptures. These, when found, were committed to 
the flames f . It is evident, therefore, that it was a 

♦ Origen, ap. Euseb. vi. 25, refers to " the ancients " (oi 
iipXaioi) ; and Eusebius says he sets down his own Canon according 
" to ecclesiastical tradition" (iii. 25) ; and S. Athanasius ascribes 
his " to the eye-witnesses and ministers of tlie word from the be- 
ginning" (Epist. Festal.) ; so S. Cyril (Cateches. iv. 35.) attributes 
his Canon to " the Apostles and ancient Bishops ;'* and Ruffinus, 
in Symbol, p. 26, says, " These are the Books of the Old and New 
Testament, which according to the tradition of our fathers are 
believed to be inspired by the Holy Ghost.** See the original 
words of these Fathers in Appendix A. to this volume, Nos. 
VIII., IX., X., XL XV. 

f Euseb. viii. 2. 
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fact well known, even to Pagans^ that certain Books 
were revered by Christians, and that in them the 
religion of Christians was contained. The New 
Testament, we say, was known even to Diocletian. 

Nor is this all ; it is also certain that those 
Christians who were then guilty of surrendering copies 
of the sacred or Divine Books *, as they were called, 
to the imperial emissaries, were regarded by their 
brethren as Apostates ; they were called Traditores, 
or traitors, for this act of surrender, and were visited 
with the heaviest penalties by the Church f . 

From these facts, it is clear that the Sacred 
Writings of the New Testament must have been 
then well-known, as distinct from all other composi- 
tions, and have constituted a definite collection, 
which was no other than the New Testament received 
by Christians, from the time of the Apostles even to 
this day. Thus, the fierceness of man has been 
turned to the praise of God \ ; and the endeavours of 
Satan to subvert Christianity have served more fully to 
authenticate the Scriptures on which Christianity rests. 

Still more. The Arch-enemy of mankind has ever 
laboured to destroy the Gospel, not only by open 

♦ Libri Deifici. See the Passio of S. Felix in Baluzii 
Miscell. ii. p. 77. S. Aug. Brevic. Collat. cum Donatistis, 
c. XV. c. 17. 

f Concil. Arelat. (a.d. 314.) can. 13. Credner, Geschichte des 
Canons : Halle, 1847, p. 63. The controversy of the Church 
with the Donatists turned on the question whether Csecilianus 
had been ordained by a Traditor or not. 
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assault, but by secret plots, by foes within the Church 
as well as wiihouty by heresy as well as by persecution. 
He has not only gone about roaring as the Lion^ 
but he lurks in crafty ambush as the Dragon *. But 
heretics, as well as persecutors, have been made by 
God to advance the cause of the Church. Christ, 
the Divine Conqueror, has ^\go7ie both upon the Lion 
and the Adder; the young Lion and the Dragon He 
treadeth under His feet f ." He has converted the 
insidious malice, as well as the cruel rage, of the 
Evil One into occasions and instruments for the 
promotion of His Glory, and the establishment of 
His Truth. Even in primitive times, " there were false 
teachers^ who privily brought in damnable heresies X ;" 
they could not propagate their false doctrines except 
they stifled the true. What, therefore, did they do ? 
They mutilated or rejected the Christian Scriptures. 
Some of them endeavoured to combine Christianity 
with Judaism, and to make a mongrel religion of the 
two J ; some would have separated Jesus of Nazareth 
from Christ the Son of God || . They, therefore, 
cut away those parts of the New Testament, which 
were hostile to their heresies. Others received the 



* S. Aug. in Joan. x. Nod cessat Inimicus persequi. Inde 
dictus Leo et Draco, Leo propter apertam iratn, Draco propter 
occultas insidias. Sed quid dicitur Christo ? Conculcabis Leo- 
nem et Draconem, Ps. xci. 13. 

t Ps. xci. 13. J 2 Pet. ii. 1. 

§ The Ebionites and Nazarenes. 

II The Cerinthians, Alogi, and others. 
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New Testament, but refused the Old * ; others 
recognized both Testaments, but perverted them by 
false interpretations f . Others composed Apocryphal 
Writings, in support of their erroneous doctrines t, 
and circulated ihem^ as of equal authority with the 
Books of the New Testament. 

But what was the result of all these pernicious 
devices ? They aroused the Church, and made her lift 
up her " voice as a trumpet § ," yea, made her " blow 
the silver trumpet of her holy Convocations ||," to con- 
demn their authors in her Synods, and to excommu- 
nicate them, as enemies of God, and of His truth ^. 

Thus, the rejection or mutilation of Scripture by 
heretics gave occasion for its vindication, assertion, 
and manifestation by the Church; and has been 
among the means employed by Divine Providence 
for assuring successive generations, that the New 
Testament, as handed down to them, was received 
by the primitive Church as the Word of God. 



* The Carpocratians, Marcionites, and Manichaeans, Hieron. 
adv. Pelag. 1.2. The former, however, received only part of the 
New Test. Iren. i. 27 ; iii. 12. Tertullian. de Came Christi, 
c. 2, 3. adv. Marcion. iv. 1 — 6. 

f The Valentinians, Tertullian. PraBscr. Haeret. c. 38, and 
others. Iren. iii. c. 12. — Priscillianists, August, de Haeres. c. 70. 

% Bardesanes, Epiphan. Haer. 66; and the Gnostics generally. 
Iren. i. 17. 

§ Isa. Iviii. 1. || Num. x. 2. 

^ Tertullian. de Baptism, c. 17. The case of the author of 
the Acts of Paul and Xhecla. Hieron. Vir. Illust. in Luca says, 
that he was convicted by St. John. See also Can. Apost. Ixii. 

K 
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But, it may be said, these statements afford strong 
evidence that certain Books, corresponding in name 
with those received by us, were recognized as divine 
in the first ages of Christianity; but they do not 
prove that the Books which we now receive are 
identical in substance with .those which were then 
received ; and that (mr New Testament was recog- 
nized by the Primitive Church. 

We, therefore, proceed to observe, that we possess 
an uninterrupted series of writings, from the Apostolic 
times to the present day ; and that these contain 
quotations from the Books of the New Testament ; 
and that we have Commentaries upon it, reaching 
downward to us, in unbroken succession, from the 
third and fourth centuries ; and that many of these 
Commentaries exhibit the test of these Books ; and 
that we have hundreds of ancient Manuscripts of 
these Books, from all parts of the world ; that we 
have ancient Versions of them in numerous languages; 
and that these various and independent witnesses 
coincide with each other, and concur in testifying 
the fact, that the Scriptures of the New Testament 
existed in primitive times as they exist now, and 
have been transmitted, pure and entire, from the 
hands of the Apostles to our own. 

Nor is this all. The Books of the New Testament 
were addressed, for the most part, not to private 
individuals, but to Public Societies ; to particular 
Churches, and to the Church at large. The Authors 
of these Books enjoined that they should be publicly 
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read*. In the annals of the early Church we often 
meet with mention of Ecclesiastical Officers, called 
AnagnostcB^ or Readers^ ^ whose duty it was to rehearse 
the Sacred Scriptures in the ears of the people in the 
Church. We find, also, from early Christian writers J, 
that the reading of the Gospels and Epistles of the 
New Testament, as well as of the Books of the Old, 
was an essential part of the Public Worship of God 
in the Christian Church, just as the reading of the 
Law and the Prophets was a part of the Worship of 
the Synagogue. 

By this public reading, the Books of the New 
Testament were canonized as soon as they were 
written; thus they were everywhere proclaimed to 
be divine, and thus they were preserved entire. 

* Col. iv. 16. 1 Thess. v. 27. Their communication to all 
is implied by 2 Thess. iii. 14. 

•f For instance, Cyprian, Epist. xxiv. xxxiii. xxxiv., and 
before him Tertullian, Praescr. 41, "Hodie diaconus qui eras 
Lector,^* — Apol 39. Coimus ad Literarum Divinarum comme- 
morationem. 

X Justin Martyr, Apol. i. c. 66, 67. p. 83. ed. Bened. Ter- 
tullian, Apol. 39. de Anima, 9. PraBScr. Haeret. c. 36. Percurre 
ecclesias apostolicas apud quas ipsae adhuc cathedrae Apostolo- 
rum suis locis praesident, apud quas authenticce literce eorum 
recitantuTy sonantes vocem, repraesentantes faciem uniuscujusque. 
And speaking of the primitive Church of Rome, he adds, "Legem 
et Prophetas cum Evangelicis et Apostolicis Literis miscet." See 
also adv. Marcion. iv. 5. Videamus quid legant Philippenses, 
Thessalonicenses, Ephesii ; quid etiam Romani de proximo 
sonent. In the ancient Frag. Can., ap. Muratori, (see Appendix 
A. "VI ) occur the expressions, "Ze^t in Ecclesia,*' and **publicari 
in Ecclesia popnlo,** concerning books of the New Testament. 

k2 
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Their publicity, and dissemination into all parts of 
the world, and the veneration in which they were 
held, rendered it impossible that they should be 
altered, either by addition or curtailment; and when 
any partial alteration was ever attempted, as we 
have seen it was by heretics, it was condemned as a 
flagrant crime. Thus, also, we have the fullest 
assurance that stick as the Scriptures of the New 
Testament were at the time in which they were 
written, such they remained in every succeeding age, 
and such they now are^ in our own day. 

I do not now enter into the question, whether 
there are not some Books in the New Testament, 
concerning the inspiration of which doubts were 
entertained in some portions of the Church in early 
times. This inquiry is reserved to a more suitable 
place in our argument. Let us now pass on to 
consider the remaining objection stated at the com- 
mencement of this Discourse. 

Christ, it is said, wrote nothing. No Book of 
the New Testament was composed while He was on 
earth ; and in the writings of the Apostolic Fathers, 
friends and scholars of the Apostles, little notice is 
taken of the Books of the New Testament ; which, 
it was alleged, could not have been the case, if they 
had been received as inspired in the Apostolic age. 
What is to be said here ? 

It is quite true, my brethren, that as far as we 
know, nothing was committed* to writing by our 

♦ The correspondence mentioned by Eusebius (i. 13), does 
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Blessed Lord Himself. No Book of the New Tes- 
tament was written till some years after His Ascen- 
sion ; and the Books of the New Testament were 
not all written till near the close of the first century. 

Yes; and we add, here is another proof of its 
Inspiration. 

For, suppose the Founder of a religion to give an 
account in his own person of the miracles he pro- 
fesses to have wrought ; or, suppose him to publish 
a report of the moral and spiritual doctrines which 
he delivered: it is plain, that the strength of the 
historical evidence would rest on his own credibility; 
nor would it be wonderful, if his own exposition of his 
doctrines were found coherent and clear. Thus, for 
example, the authenticity of the Koran depends on 
the veracity of Mahomet ; and it can found no pre- 
tence to be a supernatural revelation on any ground 
of internal consistency. 

But how different is the case of the New Testa- 
ment ! Here we have writings, not composed by 
the Founder of Christianity, nor during His sojourn 
in the world, nor in the vernacular tongue of the 
Writers ; but written in Greek by unlettered Gali- 
Iseans, many years after their Master had been 
removed from them; and giving independent ac- 
counts of supernatural works, and spiritual discourses 

not come under consideration here. See Jones on the Canon, 
vol. ii. p. 1. ed. Oxf. 1827. 
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on the most abstruse and mysterious subjects ! Yet 
these are found to be all consistent with each other. 
They are received as the Word of God by innume- 
rable congregations of men contemporary with the 
Authors themselves. They are preserved entire in 
a marvellous manner. They have produced wonder- 
ful effects — ever generating fresh benefits to the 
world; every day softening barbarous tribes, and 
cheering benighted Nations, with heavenly love and 
light. 

How, my brethren, can we explain this wonderful 
phenomenon ? Its solution is to be found only in 
the fulfilment of our Lord's promise to His Apostles ; 
" These things have I spoken unto you being yet pre- 
sent with you ; but the Comforter^ Which is the Holy 
Ghosty Whom the Father will send in My Name^ He 
shaU teach you aU things^ and bring all things to your 
remembrance whatsoever I have said unto you*^ 
" When Hcy the Spirit of Truth is com^^ He will 
guide you into all truths and He will show you things 
to come f ;" for which cause they were ordered not 
to premeditate, when brought before Rulers and 
Kings, for " it is not ye that speaks but the Holy 
Ghost X'' And again : " These signs shall follow 
them that believe^ they shall speak with new Tongues J." 
Sceptics may give, and have given, other accounts of 



* John xiv. 25, 26. f John xvi. 13. 

X Mark xiii. 11. § Mark xvi. 17. 
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the matter, but we confidently affirm, that the form 
and substance of the New Testament can be account- 
ed for by its Inspiration^ and by it alone *. 

In further illustration of this statement, let us 
consider briefly the case of that Apostle, who was 
employed to contribute more than any other to the 
writing of the* New Testament — St. Paul. He 
never saw Christ on earth ; he was a bitter perse- 
cutor of Christianity ; humanly speaking, he was of 
all men the least qualified to preach the Gospel. 
For some time after his conversion he was suspected 
and feared by the Christians, and never ceased to 
be hated by the Jews. Yet he was chosen to be the 
special messenger of the Gospel to the most en- 
lightened nations of the world. The solitudes of 
Arabia were his school for the Apostleship. He con- 
ferred not with flesh and blood ; and the persecut- 
ing Pharisee emerged into the Christian Saint with- 
out any teaching of man f . What cause, my brethren, 
except that of Truth and of God, would have chosen^ 
or could have employed with success, such an In- 
strument as this ? How could St. Paul have effected 

* Hence, Eusebius, H. E. iii. 24, says, " The Apostles were 
rude in speech ; but by the demonstration of the Holy Spirit 
working with them, and by the miraculous power alone of Christ 
consummated through them, they announced the knowledge of 
the Kingdom of Heaven to all the world. This they did by the 
assistance of supernatural strength.'' Compare S. Chrys. Homil. 
in Matth. i, Origen. de Pripc. i. Praef. c. 8. S. Hieron. Praef. in 
Matt. Evang. for ancient assertions of the Inspiration of the New 
Testament, Appendix A. No. XIX. (i.) f Gal. i. 11—24. 
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what he did for the conversion of the world, if he 
had not been filled with the Holy Ghost, and in- 
structed by " visions and revelations of the Lord*f' 
Surely the choice of the instrument, and the mar- 
vellous effects which it produced, must rivet our 
belief that the " excellency of the power of the Gosper 
which St. Paul preached, is "o/* God^ and not of 
man f." 

Let us now consider the objection, that little notice 
is taken by the Apostolic Fathers of the Books of 
the New Testament. 

The preaching of the Apostles and Evangelists, 
for some years after the Ascension, was only by word 
of mouth. Catechizing, or oral teaching^ was first 
necessary in order to prepare the world for the 
reception and profitable use of Scripture X ; and 
catechizing, as we see from St. Luke's preface to his 
Gospel, wa^ first employed, before the Gospel was 
vn-itten. But we also learn from the same preface, 
that it was necessary that the Gospel should be 
written, in order that they who had been catechized 
should be more fully instructed in those things which 
they had heard by word of mouth §. The committal 
of the Word to writing arose too as a necessary 
consequence from the foresight the writers had of 



* 2 Cor. xii. 1. Eph. iii. 3. f 2 Cor. iv. 7. 

J Luke i. 4, and 1 John ii. 14. ** I have written unto you . 
because the Word of God abideth in you." 
§ Luke i. 4. 
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their approaching death * or from their departure to 
distant lands, or from their imprisonment, or from the 
circulation of heretical writings ; all which circum- 
stances were providentially converted, by Almighty 
God, into means of permanent blessing to the 
Church. 

The Apostolic Fathers wrote at that very time when 
the oral teaching of the Apostles was still ringing 
in the ears of Christendom. Hence their great value. 
They represent to us the feelings of the primitive 
Church as an audience. They are an echo of the 
voice of Christ. They are contemporary and inde- 
pendent witnesses to Scripture ; they show that 
what is there taught, neither more nor less, was be- 
lieved in the Apostolic Church. They give us the 
general effect of Christ's teaching ; and, in proof of 
their authenticity, they preserve to us some sayings 
of our Blessed Lord, which are not contained in the 
written Gospel, but are in full harmony with itf. 
And, even the flaws and blemishes which occur in 
their works are not without their use; for they 
remind us, what the Apostles would have been, if 
they had not been inspired ; and what we ourselves 
should be, if we had not the Written Word :|:. 



♦ 2 Pet. i. 14. Euseb. ii. 15 ; iii. 24. Epiphan. Haeres. 
Ixix. c. 23. 

f See Bp. Pearson, Vind. Ignat. i. 43 ; ii. p. 99, and Lardner, 
Credibility, i. p. 288. 294 ; Jones on the Canon, i. 353. sqq. 

J The inconveniences to which oral tradition is liable, showed 
themselves even in the Apostolic age ; e. g, in the popular 
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But is it really true that these Apostolic Fathers 
were unacquainted with the books of the New 
Testament, or that they did not regard them as 
inspired ? Far from it. It is indeed true that their 
own hearts were fall of what they had A^rrf* and 
that they spake mainly from that. And no wonder. 
Every one is more vividly affected by what he hears 
than by what he reads. But in all their own 
writings, if we may so speak, they take the New 
Testament for granted f ; they suppose their readers 
to be familiar with it ; they imitate the Apostolic 
Epistles in their introductions and salutations, 
and in their whole tone and treatment of their 
subject. 

opinion that St. John should not die, and in the belief of the 
proximity of the Second Advent : these were corrected by Scrip- 
ture, John xxi. 23. 2 Thess. ii. 2 ; and suggest many reflections 
concerning the precariousness of tradition at this late age, and 
concerning the necessity of a written Canon. 

* See the account of Papias, in Euseb. iii. 39, on the relation 
of oral to written teaching in primitive times. We have in 
Papias, an example of excess of devotion to oral tradition, to 
which Chiliasm and other errors held by some in our own 
days, even zealous opponents of written tradition, are attri- 
butable. 

f The scantiness of direct Scripture citations in the writings 
of the Apostolic Fathers, is justly regarded as a proof of the 
genuineness of those writings. The larger Greek edition of St. 
Ignatius abounds with Scripture quotations ; and if the passages, 
in which the smaller and fewer Greek Epistles differ from the 
Syriac, were interpolations, and were introduced in the third or 
fourth century, (as some have imagined,) they also would doubt- 
less have been interspersed with Scripture texts. 
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To descend to particulars. St. Barnabas * quotes a 
passage from St. Matthew as Scripture ; St. Clementf , 
writing to the Corinthians, refers them to St. Paul's 
Epistle; St. Ignatius J places the Evangelists and 
Apostles on a par with the Prophets, and speaks of 
St. Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians J; St, Polycarp ||, 
the latest of the Apostolic Fathers, refers the Philip- 
pians to the Epistle of St. Paul, and confesses that 
neither he himself, nor any one like him, can come 
up to the wisdom of the blessed and glorious Apostle. 
He expresses his confidence that they are well versed 
in the Scriptures ^ ; he declares that whosoever per- 
verts them to their own lusts is of the devil ** ; and 
he makes numerous citations from the Gospels and 
Epistles, which he adduces as of equal authority with 
the Old Testament ; and, finally, his whole teaching 
was in harmony with the Scriptures ft. 

* C. 4. compare Matt. xx. 16 ; xxii. 14. 

f I. 47. " Take into your hands the Epistle of the blessed 
Paul the Apostle. What wrote he to you in the beginning of 
his teaching?" (rov evayycX/oi;, comp. Rom. ii. 16; xvi. 25. 
1 Cor. XV. 1. Gal. i. 11; ii. 2.) "Verily, he enjoined you 
spiritually concerning himself, and Cephas and Apollos, because 
even then, you had made parties among you." (1 Cor. i. 12.) 

X Ad Philad. c. 5. ad Smyr. c. 7. 

§ Ignat. Epist. ad Ephes. c. xii. 

II Ad Phil. c. 3, and c. 11. I do not find these passages 
noted by Lardner. 

If Ad Phil. c. 12. 

** Ad Phil. c. 7. OQ a I' fiedohvrf tu Xoyta tov Kvpcov. 

ff See Jacobson, Patres Apost. p. 599; Lardner's Credi- 
bility, i. 327—333. ed. 4to. Lond. 1815. 
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Of this we are assured by his disciple St. Irenaeus, 
Bishop of Lyons, who thus writes * : " I remember," 
says he, " the things which took place when I was 
young, better than those which occurred lately. I 
recollect well the place in which the holy Polycarp 
used to sit and speak. I remember his going out 
and his coming in, his person, and manner of life, 
and the discourses he made to the people, and how 
he described his intercourse with the Apostle St. 
John, and with the rest who had seen the Lord ; and 
how he recited their sayings concerning Christ, His 
miracles, and His doctrine; and how, having re- 
ceived records from eye-witnesses of the Word of 
Life, he recounted them, agreeing in every thing with 
the Scriptures^. These things, through the mercy 
of God then given me, I used eagerly to hear and 
write, not on paper, but in my heart ; and by God's 
grace I shall ever ponder them in my mind." 

Such is the account which St. Irenaeus, the eloquent 
and learned champion of Christianity, the holy 
martyr of Christ, has given of his master Polycarp, 
Bishop of Smyrna, also a martyr of Christ, and 
scholar of the blessed Disciple whom Jesus loved. 

St. Polycarp, as we have said, is the latest of the 
Apostolic Fathers %. His Epistle to the Philippians, 
of which we have spoken, was written about fifteen 



* Ap. Euseb. V. 20. See also Iren. iii. 3. 

•j" TraVra liffjitptova rai^ ypaiftaig, 

;j; He suffered martyrdom, a.d. 147, according to the calcula- 
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years after the death of St. John *. He connects, as 
it were, the Apostolic age with the one succeeding 
it ; he introduces us to the period when the sound of 
the oral teaching of those who had seen the Lord 
became fainter and fainter, till at last it dies away. 
In proportion as the voice of the Apostles fails, the 
words of the Scriptures become more and more 
distinct ; they are more and more frequently quoted, 
as may be seen in the writings of the succeeding 
Fathers, — Justin Martyr, Tertullian, and IrensBus, — 
till at length they become all in all. Thenceforth, 
the Disciples of Christ fixed their eyes, and dwelt 
with their hearts, on the written Testament of their 
dear Lord and Master, as children look upon the last 
will of a beloved Parent ; for it was the Testament 
of their Heavenly Inheritance, written by the Spirit 
of Christ, and sealed with His precious Blood. 

Thus, we perceive that the reception of the New 
Testament, by the primitive Church, as the unerring 
Word of God, is guaranteed by irrefragable proofs. 
It is evinced by Catalogues; it is proclaimed by 
Councils ; it is shown by the fury of Persecutors, and 
by the fraud of Heretics ; by the courage of Martyrs, 



tions of Bp. Pearson ; others place his death later, see Jacobson, 
Patr. Apost. liii. 

* From. cap. xiii. p. 489, ed. Jacobson, it is clear that it was 
written before the martyrdom of St. Ignatius, i, e. before a.d. 
116, or A.D. 107, according to some chronologers. St. John 
survived to the time of Trajan, (Iren. iii. 1 ; ii. 22,) who reigned 
from A.D. 98 to a.d. 117. 
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and by the zeal of the Church. It is declared by a 
continued succession of writers, from the age of the 
Apostles to our own. 

This reception of the New Testament by the 
primitive Church must, I think, be allowed by all 
candid minds, to be a very strong proof of its Inspi- 
ration. The Books of the New Testament contain 
accounts of miracles, stated to have been wrought by 
the Apostles, and of their speaking with new tongues, 
and of their predicting future events, — ^in a word, 
of their performing those very acts by which Divine 
Inspiration is proved. " God bare them witness, both 
with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles and 
gifts of the Holy Ghost *." Now, the Books in which 
these accounts are given profess to be inspired f ; and 
they were received as such by large congregations of 
persons, living at that very time, and in those very 
places, in which these proofs of Inspiration are affirmed 
in these Books to have been given. This reception, 
then, this public reading, this canonization of these 
Books, this divinization of them, is a contemporaneous 
and oecumenical testimony to the fact, that these 
proofs of inspiration were really exhibited by the 
authors of these Writings, and, by consequence, that 
their own assertion of their inspiration is true. 

To this testimony, therefore, of the primitive 

* Hebr. ii. 4. 

f 1 Cor. ii. 4, 5—13; vii. 40; xiv. 36, 37. 1 Thess. i. 5. 
12 Tim. iii. 16, compared with Gal. i. 11, 12. Eph. iii. 3. 
1 Pet. i. 12; iv. 11. 2 Pet. iii. 2 ; iii. 16. Rev. iii. 6. 
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Church, we appeal with confidence ; for it is the 
testimony of Christ Himself. 

But we do not stop here. Having received this 
witness of the Church to the Inspiration and In- 
tegrity of the New Testament, we passyi'oz/i external 
to internal evidence ; we examine the Books them- 
selves ; and the more time and study we bestow upon 
them, the more our faith in their Inspiration grows ; 
the more we are convinced, by the harmony of their 
parts with each other and with the Old Testament, 
by the beauty and dignity of their composition, by 
the nobleness and loveliness of their morality, and by 
the mysterious sublimity of their doctrines, that the 
Scriptures are not the words of man, but of God ; 
and that they are the full and sufficient Deposit of 
that Divine Revelation and Supernatural Truth to 
which the Churchy ^^ built upon the foundation of the 
Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being 
the chief corner stone *," owes her existence, and on 
which she depends for her preservation ; and, by the 
grace of the Holy Spirit, Who led their writers into 
aU truth f , we are firmly settled in the belief that they 
are indeed the Bread of Life, and are able, by God's 
mercy, " to make us wise unto salvation, through faith 
in Jesus Christ t-" 

* Eph. ii. 20. 1 Cor. iii. 9. 11. + John xvi. 13. 

X 2 Tim. iii. 15. 



LECTURE VI. 



John xxi. 23, 24. 



** Jesus said not unto him. He shall not die, but. If I will that he 
tarry till I come, what is that to thee ? This is the disciple 
which testifieth of these things, and wrote these things : and we 
know that his testimony is true" 

It was my endeavour in the last Discourse to state 
the grounds generally, on which the Books of the 
New Testament are to be received, as forming, 
together vdth those of the Old, the complete 
divinely-appointed Rule of Christian Faith and 
Practice; and I now proceed to examine those of 
the New Testament, in detail^ and to confirm more 
specifically, and to develop more fully, what was 
then asserted with respect to them in their collective 
character. 

On the present occasion my purpose is to speak of 
the Historical Books — that is, of the Four Gospels, 
and of the Acts of the Apostles : and the question to 
be considered is — Why are they to be received as the 
Word of God? 

The foundation of Christianity is laid in the belief 
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that the Scriptures, as we possess them, are given by 
Divine inspiration ; and in order that this foundation 
may stand securely, it must rest on the basis of sound 
reason. This is the foundation which we would now 
endeavour, by God's help, to establish, and build up 
your belief in the authority of the Gospel. 

This work, important at all times, is the more 
urgent at the present day, when all the great questions 
concerning the relative authority of Scripture and 
the Church, and their dependent controversies, are 
opening upon us. If we desire "to be ready to give^^ to 
ourselves and " to every man that asketh m^ a reason 
of the hope that is in tis^'^ we must diligently ex- 
amine the grounds upon which the Scriptures are to 
be believed and asserted to be God's Word ; and we 
must be carefully on our guard, not only against the 
attacks of those who would impugn this truth, but 
also against the dangerous teaching which places it 
on a false foundation. 

Many there are who teach — indeed all the divines 
of the Church of Rome who have treated on this 
subject agree in the doctrine — that belief in the 
inspiration of Scripture depends on the authority of 
the present Churchy by which they mean their own 
branch of it. And they would inquire of you, my 
brethren, — Ofi what principle do you receive the 
Gospels of St. Luke and of St Mark, who were not 
Apostles, and yet do not receive the Epistle of St. 
Barnabas, who is called an Apostle in Scripture, and 
* 1 Pet. Hi. 15. 

L 
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is there said to have been a devout man, fuR of the 
I Holy Ghost* f On what ground, again, they would 

k ask you, do you receive the Epistle to the Hebrews, 

whose author is uncertain, and yet not receive the 
Epistle of Clement, whose name, as St. Paul says, is 
written in the book of life f ? And they would have 
you reply to these questions — that you receive the 
one, and do not receive the other, on the testimony 
of the Church ; by which, as I have said, they mean 
the Church of Rome. 

This step being gained, they would then proceed 
to say, — You owe, then, the Scriptures to the Church; 
you would not possess them, if she had not given them 
to you ; and therefore if you will not be inconsistent 
you must listen to all she says ; you must not receive 
her testimony in one point, and reject it in another ; 
you must believe, unreservedly, whatever she delivers 
to you, and follow unhesitatingly wheresoever she 
leads you. 

But, my beloved brethren, we would build on a 
very different foundation from this. We do not 
hesitate to confess that we have received the Scrip- 
tures from God through the Ministry of the Church. 
But the Scriptures are not the Word of the Church, 
but the Word of God. They owe their authority not 
to her, but to Him : and He has app'ointed her to 
guard the Scriptures which He has delivered to her, 
and to proclaim to us that they are from Him. 
i Again, we do not scruple to allow that we know 

* Acts xi. 24. t Pi'i^- iv. 3. 
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no higher earthly authority than the universal Church 
of Christ. We believe one Catholic and Apostolic 
Church. We believe her to be the Spouse and Body 
of Christ^, We know that Christ has said that 
" the gates of hell shall never prevail againsf her, and 
that ^'He will be ever with her, even to the end of the 
world f ." 

Nay, further, even for the present Church of Rome 
herself, as far as she still agrees with the universal 
Church of Christ, — as, for example, in retaining the 
Lord's Prayer, the Ten Commandments, a Three^fold 
Ministry, the three Creeds, the Christian Scriptures 
and Sacraments, though grievously marred and mu- 
tilated in her hands, — we entertain such feelings as 
are due to the truth of Christ, wherever found ; and 
we shall never cease to pray that her fine gold may 
be purged from its dross, and restored to its original 
brightness. Still more, because we reverence the 
teaching of the Universal Churchy that is, of the 
Church of all times, and especially of the Apostolic 
times, therefore, we cannot receive those doctrinesi 
which the Church of Rome has added to the faith of 
the Apostles, lest we should incur the Apostolic ana- 
thema : "7j^ any man^ or even an angel from heaven^ 
preach to you any thing beside what we have preached 
toyou^ let him be accursed \r 

* Eph. V. 23—33. Rom. xii. 5. 
+ Matt. xvi. 18 ; xxviii. 20. 

X Gal. i. 8, 9. €t TLQ ehayyeXii^tTai irap o napeXaf^tre . , . 
iav rjfieig rj ayyeXog ej ohpavov ehayyeXii^riTai, nap' o cviyyyc- 

L 2 
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Holding firmly these principles, we believe that 
the external testimony on which the Scriptures are 
to be received, is not that of any present portion of 
the Church, but on that of the Universal Church ; 
that is, on the authority of the Holy Apostles and of 
Jesus Christ Himself. 

We shall now proceed to show that the Historical 
Books of the New Testament are sanctioned, and 
delivered, and guaranteed to us as the Word of 
God by this testimony. 

And here let me first say a few words on the/or»i 
in which these Books are presented to us at this day. 
They come before us as a part of a Volume. We 
see them combined, like the writings of one and the 
same Author, published at the same time. Perhaps 
some of us may not have had an opportunity of con- 
sidering at what periods, and under what circum- 
stances, these Books were published, and by what 
means they have been preserved to us. Perhaps 
even our very familiarity with them, as we com- 
monly see them, may have occasioned very inade- 
quate conceptions with respect to them. 

Let me, therefore, exhort you to divest yourselves 
of such notions as a view of these Books, presented 
to us merely as they exist in our own day, in out- 
ward form and fashion like other books, may have 
produced in your minds. Think not of the Gospels 
as 'parts of one printed Booky but think of them as 
separate compositions, written by different authors, 
and published at different times and in different 
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countries. Think of them as they were seen in the 
earlier ages of the Church, not as they appear now. 
Think of them, for example, as they were beheld 
in that Great Council of the Church in the fourth 
century, to which we owe the Creed that bears its 
name, the Council of Nicaea*. Think, I say, of the 
Holy Gospels, then and there placed on a Royal 
Throne, venerated as a visible representation of 
Christ's august presence, and the unerring Rule 
of the Catholic Faith; and appealed to as a 
Divine Oracle by the Fathers of that Council, sum- 
moned from all parts of Christendom, in an age 
while the divine field of the Church was still, as it 
were, moist and sparkling with the spiritual dews 
which had fallen upon it in gi-acious abundance on 
the day of Pentecost. 

The venerable Bishops who composed that Council 
had just escaped from the fiery trial of persecution ; 
and the main endeavour of the Persecutor, who 
wielded the sword of the Empire of the World, had 
been to wrest the Gospels from their hands, and to 
commit the Christian Scriptures to the flames f. 
But these Fathers of the Church were fiilly per- 
suaded that these Books were written by the finger 
of God; and they were willing to seal this belief 
with their blood, rather than to betray them to the 
Destroyer J. 



* A.D. 325. See above, p. 124. f See above, p. 126. 
J See above, p. 127. 
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Again : in order to elevate our notions concerning 
the Grospel to a proper level, it is of great import- 
ance to examine the w(yrks of the Christian Writers 
of that and the preceding centuries. There we see 
clearly with what a reverential spirit the Church of 
Christ then treated them. To the minds of some 
in our own days, their notions may appear fanciful, 
and their expressions may sound hyperbolical ; but 
the fault, be assured, is not theirs, but ours. Let us 
remember that their language declares the judgment 
of the holiest men of Christendom, who, from their 
circumstances, were most capable of pronouncing on 
this solemn subject ; and that they who thus speak, 
proved their sincerity by their fervent zeal for the 
Gospel, and by their readiness to die in its behalf. 

If, then, we would cherish a devout spirit of vene- 
ration for these Divine Books, we may profitably 
remember, that the Christians of that period, looking 
at the holy source and blessed effects of the Four 
Gospels, spake of them as the Four spiritual Rivers 
of Paradise, issuing from one Divine holy fount, and 
watering the Gurden of Eden * ; irrigating, that is, 
the Christian world by their refreshing and fertilizing 
streams, and making it to blossom as the rose^ and to 
bring forth rich fruits, and to wave with golden 
harvests, to be stored in the garner of heaven. 



* S. Cyprian, Ep. 73. See S. Hieron. Prooem. in Matth. in 
Appendix A. No. XIX. (i.) to this Volume. The words deserve 
a careful perusal. 
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Again : looking at the origin of the Gospels, and 
at the Divine attributes of Unity, Omniscience, 
Omnipotence, and Eternity, which God has in rich 
measure been pleased to bestow upon them by His 
Holy Spirit, the Christian Church found a prophetic 
picture of them in the four living Cherubim, named 
from heavenly knowledgdi seen by Ezekiel at the 
river of Chebar*. Like them they are four in number; 
like them they are the chariot of God, '* Who sitteth 
between the Chervbim f;" like them they bear Him 
on a winged throne into all lands : like them they 
move wherever the Spirit guides them : like them 
they are marvellously joined together, intertwined 
with coincidences and differences ; wing interwoven 
with wing, and wheel in wound with wheel: like 
them they are full of eyes, and sparkle with heavenly 
light : like them they sweep from heaven to earth, 
and from earth to heaven, and fly with the light- 
ning's speed, and with the noise of many waters. 
" Their sound is gone out into aU landsy and their 
words unto the end of the world if." 

Such, my beloved brethren, were the terms in 
which the early Church of Christ spoke of the four 
Gospels ; and from them we may catch some portion 
of the sacred flame of love and awe which warmed 
her breast. Nor are these expressions without their 

* Ezek. i, 5 — 26. S. Iren. iii. 11. § 8. S. Athanas. Synops. 
Script, p. 55. S. Hieron. in Matth. Prooem. £p. 1. ad Paulinum. 
See the words in Appendix A. No. X. (6), and No. XIX. {h) (i). 

f Psalm xcix. 1 ; Ixxx. 1 ; xviii. 10. % Ps. xix. 4. 
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use, in assuring us of the important fact, that although, 
as we have seen, other writings were then extant, 
pretending to evangelical authority, yet it is clear 
from her language *, as now cited, that the Church 
of Christ rejected those writings, and recognized ybwr 
Gospels, and four alone ; and these four Gospels, as 
we shall show, are identi&al in name, in form, and 
in matter, with those received by ourselves at this day. 

In further evidence of their fourfold character, we 
may observe that one of the earlier Christian writers 
employed himself in making a Harmony of the 
Gospels, and, from the name f which he gave to his 
work, it is certain, that four Gospels, and four oifdy^ 
were then received by the Church. 

But I pass on to remark that, if we trace the 
four Evangelic streams back toward their source, we 
shall find that they are all derived, through Apostolic 
channels, from Christ Himself. 

The author of the first Gospel, St. Matthew, was 
himself an Apostle :}:. He wrote about ten years 
after the Ascension, for the special use of his own 
countrymen, and of the Christian Church of Jerusa- 
lem, the mother of all Christian Churches, which 
was first governed by St. James, the Lord's brother, 

* See also Origen ap. Euseb. vi. 25. fiova ritrtrapa, Homil. 
in Luc. p. 932. Euseb. iii. 25. iiyia TtTpaicrvQ. Appendix A. 
Nos. VIII., IX. 

f Tatian, scholar of Justin Martyr. See Euseb. iv. 29, on 
his Diatessaron. On the Harmony of Theophilus Antiochenus, 
see Hieron. Algas. iv. p. 197. 

X Euseb. iii. 24. S. Hieron. Prooem. in S. Matth. 
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and continued to flourish during the earlier part of 
the second century*. The first written Gospel, then, 
be it remembered, was composed for the use of that 
very country in which our Lord's life was passed. This 
is a striking proof of the confidence of the Apostles in 
the truth of Christianity; and the reception and 
public reading of St. Matthew's Gospel, as not only 
true, but divine, by the Church of Jerusalem at 
that period^ is one of the strongest human evidences 
that could be given of its Inspiration. 

St. Mark wrote his Gospel under the dictation of 
the Apostle St. Peter f , who calls him his son \ in 
the faith : and it is observable, as in full accordance 
with this account of the authorship of these two 
Gospels respectively, that from St. Matthew's Gospel $ 
alone we learn that the Evangelist belonged to the 
despised class of Publicans, while it is not he, but 
another Evangelist (St. Luke ||), who tells us the 
honourable fact that Levi left all, rose up, and fol- 
lowed Christ. And in like manner the infirmities of 
St. Peter are recorded with the most circumstantial 
fulness in the Gospel of Marcm his son ; but we are 



* Till Hadrian's time. Euseb. Dem. Evang. iii. 5. 

f Iren. iii. 10. 6. Euseb. iii. 39. Hieron. Script. Eccl. 8. 
Tertullian. adv. Marcion. iv. 5. Euthym. Zygab. i. p. 15. 
Ephiphan. Haeres. li. 4. 

X 1 Pet. V. 13. 

§ Matt. ix. 9, compared with Mark ii. 14. Luke v. 27 ; 
and Matth. x. 3, compared with Mark iii. 18. Luke vi. 15. 

II Luke V. 28. 
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left to gather our knowledge of his virtues and of 
the praises with which he was honoured by his 
Divine Master, from the other Gospels. 

St. Luke's Gospel, as all Christian antiquity wit- 
nesseth *, is due to the Apostle St. Paul, who was 
made an able minister of the New Testament f , by 
knowledge given him above measurCy in visions and 
revelations of the Lord t ; and to St. Luke's fidelity 
St. Paul bears testimony, when he speaks of him as 
the beloved physician $, who alone is with him ||, and 
probably, as the brother^ whose praise is in the 
Gospel \ 

St. Paul was the Apostle, St. Luke the Evangelist, 
of the Gentiles **. The same spirit was in them both. 
Hence, in St. Luke's Gospel especially, there is a 
rich storehouse of comfort and hope for all who sit 
in darkness and the shadow of death. Here the good 
Samaritan, Christ Himself, pours oil and wine into 
the wounds of the broken-hearted. Here he calls 
them home in the parable of the Prodigal. Here 
He accepts them in the Publican. Here he visits 
them in Zacchaeus. Here He pardons them in the 
penitent thief. 

The fourth and last Gospel, which was written at or 

soon after the close of the first century, is also from an 

Apostle — St. John. Thus all the four Gospels are 

* Iren. iii. 1. TertuUian. adv. Marcion. iv. 2 ; iv. 5. 
t 2 Cor. iii. 6. J 2 Cor. xii. 7. 

§ Col. iv. 14. II 2Tim. iv. 11. 

If 2 Cor. viii. 18. Chrysos. Homil. in Act. i. Hieron. Vir. 
Illust. 7. Euseb. vi. 25. ** Origen, ap. Euseb. vi. 25. 



VI.] THE FOUR GOSPELS AND THE ACTS. 155 

due to Christ's Apostles, who received special pro- 
mises from Him that He " would send them the Holy 
Ghost to teach them all things^'' to bring " all things to 
their remembrance^ and guide them into all truth *," 
and Who, " when He had ascended up on high^ gave 
some Apostles^ and some Evangelists^ for the edifying 
of His Church f ." Thus, if we may so speak, the 
four Evangelic streams, when traced upward, are 
seen to proceed from the Apostolic wells which 
spring up from the one Divine Fountain of living 
waters, Who said, " Whosoever drinketh of the 
water that I shall give him, shall never thirst ; but the 
water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of 
water springing up unto everlasting life t." 

But further. The last Gospel, as we have said, 
was written by St. John. He was the. disciple 
''whom Jesics loved §r he was the disciple who leaned 
on His breast at supper, when He instituted the Feast 
of Love, in which the Church will show forth her 
Lord's death " till He come \\ ;" he was the disciple 
to whom Jesus said on the Cross, '^Behold thy Mother,'* 
and who thenceforth " took her to his own home ^." 

Nor must it be forgotten, that the other Apostles 
were taken away, one after the other, by violent 
deaths, — by the cross, by the sword, by wild beasts, 
and by the stake. St. John survived them all. He 

* John xiv. 26 ; xvi. 13. f Eph. iv. 11. J John iv. 14. 
§ John xiii. 23. || 1 Cor. xi. 26. If John xix. 27. 
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was miraculously rescued from the furnace *, and at 
length died a natural death, at the age of above a 
hundred years f . The other Apostles were sent to 
Christ by force ; St John tarried till Christ came for 
him, and gently took him to Himself. Theirs was 
the martyrdom of death, his the martyrdom of life. 

The beloved Disciple of the Incarnate Word was 
providentially preserved to a great old age, not only 
to refute the heretics, who denied the Lord that 
bought them, and to convince us of the Divinity of 
the Uncreated Word Who was in the beginning with 
God, but also to complete the witness of the Written 
Wordy and to vindicate its Inspiration from the 
forgeries of false teachers, and to assure us of its 
fulness and divine character. 

In confirmation of tliis assertion, let us now refer 
to a fact, attested by ancient and unexceptionable 
witnesses if. Towards the close of his long life, copies 
of the three Gospels, of St. Matthew, St. Mark, and 
St. Luke, which at that time, we are informed, had 
been universally diffused throughout Christendom, 

* From the cauldron of boiling oil, under Domitian. Tertullian. 
Praescr. Haer. 36. 

•f Eusebii Chronicon. Hieron. Vir. Illust. IX. Comment in 
Matth. XX. 22 ; he died anno aetat. 120, according to Auct. Inc. 
cited in next note. 

X Canon. Muratorianus, Appendix A. No. VI. Euseb. iii. 
24. S. Hieron. in Matth. Proocm. Victorin. in Apocalyps. 
Bibl. Patrum Max. iii. 418. Auct. Incert. apud Chrysost. 
Montfaucon. viii. 132. Appendix, and the next note. 
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were brought to St. John, in the city of Ephesus, 
of which he was the Metropolitan, by some of 
the Bishops of the Asiatic Churches ; and in their 
presence St. John publicly* acknowledged these three 
Gospels as inspired, and, at their request, composed 
his own Gospel, in order to complete the Evangelical 
Record of the Life and Teaching of Jesus Christ. 

Let it be remembered, that the three earlier 
Gospels were at that time received by the Church as 
inspired ; and if St. John had not been fiilly per- 
suaded of their Inspiration, — ^he, who writes to others, 
" Beloved^ believe not every Spirit^ but try the Spirits 
whether they are of God f ," — would not have approved 
and recognized them as inspired, as he did. 

Nor, again, acknowledging them as divine, would 
he have ventured to add his own Gospel to be the 
consummation of theirs, unless he had been also sure 
that what he himself wrote was dictated by the same 
Divine Spirit Who had inspired the other three. 

It is also clear, that, by composing his own Gospel 



* Theodor. Mopsuest. (who flourished in the end of the 
fourth century,) says, (in Catena in Joann. Corderii, Mill. N. T. 
p. 198, ed. 1723.) kir^veaiv ('Iwavviyc) r^c oKriMaq rovg yc- 
ypa^orac, e<pria£ Be l^pa^ia vapdkeXeitpdai (roic Tpiaiv evayyc- 
XiffTdig) em tovtoiq irapaKXriaig a^cX^wr (ev rj 'Ac/^) eyivero 
Tavra a fidXtara drayicala Kpivei vpog BiBaaKoXiay, TrapaXc- 
Xeififxiva le bpq, rdig XoittoTq {evayyeXitrToig) ypd\pai fitra 
(TTTOv^fig' o Kal TreiroiriKty. 

f See the passages collected hy Archbp. Ussher, Original of 
Bishops and Metropolitans, p. 63. Oxf. 1641. 

J 1 John iv. 1. 



158 ON THE CANONICAL AUTHORITY OF [LECT. 

as the complement of the three preceding ones, he 
has given an infallible assurance to uSy that we^ who 
have the four Gospels, possess a complete, divinely 
inspired. History of our Lord's Ministry. 

In the closing words of the twentieth chapter of 
his Gospel, St. John may be regarded as setting his 
Apostolic Seal on the whole Evangelic Volume; 
" Many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of 
His Disciples, which are not written in this Book ; 
but these are written that ye might believe that Jesus is 
the Christ; and that believing ye might have life 
through His Name *." 

Thus, my brethren, we find that the four Gospels 
are, if I may so speak, brought together into One. 
They all come to us through the hands of St. John, 
and are canonized by him. Thus, in a spiritual 
sense, is fulfilled our Lord's prophecy to him, ^' If I 
will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee f f * 
St. John ever tarries with us in the Gospel, which, 
as our Lord declares, must ^' first be published to all 
nations, and then shall the end come X^ Thus he tarries 
till Christ comes. 

What better human witness, let us now inquire, 
could we have had of the oneness, the fulness, the 
integrity, and the Inspiration of the Gospels, than 
the Beloved Disciple, who was specially qualified to 
understand divine things by the unsullied purity of 
his life, even from his youth, who leaned on our 

* John XX. 31. f Ibid. xxi. 22. % Matt. xxiv. 14. 
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Lord's breast at supper, and drank in heavenly truth 
from His Divine lips ; and to whom Jesus Christ 
gave the most endearing pledge of His confidence 
and love, by commending to him His Mother from 
the Cross ? 

Who, again, a more faithful and competent 
Authority in this solemn matter, than that Apostle, 
whose life appears to have been prolonged by Christ 
beyond that of all his Apostolic brethren, for this 
very purpose, that he might comfort Christ's widowed 
spouse, the Church ; that he might take her also, if 
we may so speak, to his Swn home; and vindicate 
against false teachers the Divine honour of her 
Lord ? 

May we not, therefore, safely say, that by the 
hands of St. John, Christ Himself has set His seal on 
the Gospels ; and that in receiving them through the 
hands of him who leaned on our Lord's breast at 
supper, we do in fact receive them from the mouth 
of Jesus Christ ? 

We turn now to the remaining historical Book of 
the New Testament, the Gospel of the Holy Spirit* 
(as it has been called, from its describing His 
Descent,) the Acts of the Apostles. 

We shall find that its Inspiration also is 
guaranteed to us by precisely the same authority as 
that of the Holy Gospels. 

The Acts of the Apostles, which the author, St. 

* S. Chrysost. in Acta Apost. i. 5. 
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Luke, connects in his preface with his Gospel, of 
which it forms the sequel, was written, as well as 
his Gospel, in the company and under the direction 
of St. Paul * ; and it may be regarded as a practical 
exhibition of the truth, taught by St. Luke's 
Gospel, that the glad tidings of salvation were to be 
preached to the Gentile World. 

Some heretics of very early times were charged 
by contemporary Christian writers with rejecting 
the Acts of the Apostles; a charge which proves 
that this book was then received as Scripture by the 
Church\. Indeed, this fact is uncontrovertible; and, 
omitting other evidence of it, I pass on to state the 
important fact that the Book of the Acts of the 
Apostles was publicly acknowledged as Scripture by 
St. John, in the same manner as the Gospels, and in 
the same city, Ephesus, of which he was the Chief 
Spiritual Pastor. 

It is recorded by TertuUian and St. Jerome, that 
when a certain presbyter of Ephesus had published a 
book in St. Paul's name, entitled the Acts of Pavl^ 
with the intention, as he alleged, of doing honour 
to the memory of that Apostle, St. John convicted 
the Author, and condemned the Book %. 

Now we know that St. Luke's work, the Acts of 

* Iren. iii. 14, 15. TertuUian. adv. Marcion. iv. 2. Euseb. 
iii. 4. Hieron. Cat. Script. 7. 

f TertuUian, Praescr. Haer. 22. Adv. Marcion. v. 2. 

X TertuUian. de Baptism. 17. Hieron. in Catal. Vir. Illust. in 
Luca 7. 
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the Apostles, was then received ; and if it had not 
been what it professes to be, and what it was be- 
lieved to be, an inspired record of the Acts of St. 
Paul, we may reasonably conclude that St. John 
would have condemned it also. His rejection of 
the one book of Acts was tantamount to a canoniza- 
tion of the other. 

Let us bear in mind the peculiar situation in 
which St. John, the Apostolic Metropolitan of 
Ephesus, the capital of the Asia of the New Testa- 
ment, in which city he died and was buried*, is 
thus seen to stand to the Gospels, which he there 
authorized in the presence of the Asiatic Bishops, 
and to the Acts of the Apostles, which he also 
sanctioned by proscribing the Apocryphal Acts of 
Paul, written by the Ephesian Presbyter. We shall 
thus see a new light thrown on the address in the 
Apocalypse to St. John's own Church of Ephesus, 
" Unto the angel of the Church of Ephesus write . . . 
/ know thy works and thy labour^ and thy patience, 
and how thou canst not bear them which are evil; and 
thou hast tried them, which say they are Apostles, and 
are not-fT a passage it may be observed by the way, 
which confirms the belief that the Apocalypse is the 
work of St. John ; and which is remarkably appro- 
priate and significant, when we remember the part 
which the Church of Ephesus took, in the person of 
St. John, in vindicating the genuine Scriptures from 

* S. Hieron. de Vir. Illust. 9. Euseb. iii. 20. 
f Rev. ii. 1, 2. 

M 
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the supposititious, and in assuring the Universal 
Church of their Inspiration. Considering also that 
the Apocalyptic address is from the mouth of Christ 
Himself, we may add, that it appears to contain a 
ratification from Him of St. John's act in canonizing 
the Gospels and the Acts. 

Thus, my brethren, we see, that as by the hands 
of Moses, who was faithful in all His house *, God 
placed the first five books of the Old Testament in 
the Holy of Holies, by the side f of the Ark of the 
Covenant, and thus avouched them as divine, so 
Jesus, the Mediator of the New Testament, has 
committed the Christian Pentateuch, as a sacred 
deposit, to the keeping of the Ark of His Church, 
by the hands of His beloved Apostle St. John. 

Moses died, but the Holy of Holies remained : so 
St. John expired, but the Church of Christ lives. 
The Holy of Holies, to which the Pentateuch was 
consigned, was a standing witness of the divine cha- 
racter of the Books committed to its trust. So the 
Church, the Christian sanctuary, not confined, like 
the Levitical oracle, to one place, but difiused 
throughout the World, is a visible and audible Wit- 
ness of the inspired Gospel. And therefore St. John 
appeals to her testimony. " This is the disciple^^' he 
says, " which testifieth of these things ;" and the Church 
echoes the response, " We know that his testimony is 
true J." Such, we say, is the voice of the Church, 
which received and read these books as inspired 

* Heb. iii. 5. f See above, p. 28. J John xxi. 24. 
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writings, as soon as they were penned ; and has 
guarded them entire to this day. Such is her voice 
to the whole World. 

Her voice, be it remembered, is the voice of Christ; 
for ^^ ye ham an unction from the Holy One*^^ writes 
St. John, and ye " know all things ;" and the Church 
is the pillar and ground f of the truth, the mistical 
body of Christ X ; He loves her as Himself^, and has 
promised to be ever with her ||. Thus her witness is 
not her own : it is the witness of the Son of God. 

It does not fall within the scope of our present 
design, to show, how the belief produced by this 
outward testimony to the Inspiration of the Evan- 
gelical history is confirmed by the internal evidence 
supplied by the Gospels themselves. This internal 
evidence is indeed most important and necessary, 
in order to rivet our faith ; and it has been elaborately 
drawn out by many writers with the most profound 
research and with the most felicitous results. 

But the demonstration in which we^ my brethren, 
are now engaged, is of a different kind, and possesses 
special advantages, commending itself by its compre- 
hensive character, and not only declaring the truth 
of particular passages, and the inspiration of particular 
portions of the Sacred Volume, but bringing whole 
Books together under the hand of Christ, in order 
to receive the superscription of His Divine signa- 
ture, and the authentication of His Divine seal. 

* 1 John ii. 20. f ^ Tim. iii. 15. % Eph. i. 23. 

§ Eph. V. 25. 29. II Matt, xxviii. 20. 

M 2 
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In conclusion, let me offer two practical exhorta- 
tions on this momentous subject. The Books of 
which we have been now speaking are the words, 
not of man, but of God Himself. This is the assertion 
of the Church of England, which reads them daily, as 
such. And the Realm of England professes the same 
faith in their Inspiration, when, on the most solemn 
public occasions, civil and judicial, she delivers them 
to her Citizens, in order to bind them by the obliga- 
tion of an Oath, and places them in the hands of 
her august Sovereigns, when they are crowned and 
enthroned in the temple of God. 

This belief, as we have shown, is authorized by 
Christ Himself. 

But, my brethren, it must, alas ! be owned that our 
practice^ both public and private, is greatly at variance 
with this profession. I do not say that we deny the 
Divine authority of the Gospel ; but when we look 
at our present condition, domestic, social, and national, 
it must assuredly be confessed that we are very far 
indeed from living and acting under a sense that the 
Gospel is the Word of God, Too many among us, 
like the Heretics of old, have composed other Gospels 
— ^Apocryphal Gospels — for ourselves ; and have thus 
set aside the Gospel of Christ. Some have written 
for themselves a Gospel of Mammon ; some a Gospel 
of Ambition ; some a Gospel of godless Expediency ; 
some a Gospel of Intellectual Pride; some a 
Gospel of Fashion, or of Honour, as it is most falsely 
called, — Gospels no less opposed to the Gospel of 
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Christ than those heretical Gospels of the ancient 
Gnostics which were condemned by the Apostle 
St. John. 

Do we suppose that these our Gospels can be 
otherwise than hateful to Christ ? Do we remember 
that, If any *, even an Angel from Heaven, preach to 
Its any other Gospel than what the Apostles preached, 
he is to be anathema ? Do we remember what care 
our Divine Lord has taken to give and to preserve 
to us His own Gospel ? Do we recollect that the 
Gospel of Christ is our ordy safe Guide of public and 
private practice, — that it and it alxme is the code by 
which we shall all be judged? He Who has given 
us the Gospel ; He Who has inscribed His signature 
upon it ; He Who has stamped it wdth His seal ; He 
has warned us of this — " The Word which I have 
spoken to you, the same shall judge you at the last day f ." 

Let me therefore earnestly exhort you, my younger 
hearers, to make the Gospel of Christ your only 
Rule of Life. Whatever it may cost you, fling away 
all false Gospels. Cast them into the flames, as the 
EphesiansJ did their magical books. Remember, 
Christ has said : ^^ Heaven and earth shall pass away, 
but My Words shall not pass away J." 

One caution, and I have done. We possess an 
inestimable privilege in our ready access to the 
Gospel. We are familiar with it from our infancy. 
We have it in our Churches, our Houses, our Lecture- 
Rooms, our Schools, — almost everywhere. But this 

* Gal. i. 8, 9. t John xii. 48. 

X Acts xix. 19. § Matt. xxiv. 25. 
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great benefit may become a snare to us, if we are not 
on our guard. Unless we keep a watch over our- 
selves, our very familiarity with the Gospel may dege- 
nerate into irreverence, irreverence into profaneness, 
and profianeness into unbelief. Holy things, if not 
treated holily, will recoil upon us for our unholiness. 
They will avenge their own righteous cause, by 
becoming occasions and instruments of punishment. 
Let us therefore earnestly pray, that, in reading and 
hearing the Gospel, we may have grace to remember 
always that we are hearing the Voice of God. Then 
custom will only beget greater reverence. Familiarity 
with the Divine Word will increase our awe for it. 

The beloved Disciple, St. John, who was admitted 
into the nearest intimacy with the Incarnate Word, 
was chosen by Him to write concerning His Divinity. 
He who leaned on His breast * at supper speaks most 
clearly of the Godhead of Christ So let us dwell 
on the written Word. So, if I may thus speak, 
let us lean, as it were, upon it, and imbibe 
heavenly wisdom from it. With St. John, let us 
handle and adore. Then, with the same Apostle, 
the more we know, the more we shall love. Then 
we shall be like him who says, " That which was from 
the begirmingy which we have heard, which we have seen 
with oar eyes, which we have looked upon, and our 
hands have handled, of the Word of the Life f ," and 
who says also, " In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was mth God, and the Word was God J." 

* John xiii. 23. t 1 John i. 1. % John i. 1. 
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2 Pet. iii. 15, 16. 

" As our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given 
unto him hath written unto you ; as also in all his Epistles^ 
speaking in them of these things ; in which are some things hard 
to be understood^ which they that are unlearned and unstable 
wrest, as they do also the other Scriptures, unto their own 
destruction" 

In the preceding discourse, it was ray purpose to 
show that the Inspiration of the Historical Books of 
the New Testament, that is of the Four Gospels 
and the Acts of the Apostles, is avouched to us by 
the Apostolic Churches, and by the Apostles them- 
selves, and especially by that Apostle, who from his 
circumstances was eminently qualified to bear wit- 
ness on this subject ; I mean the beloved Disciple 
St. John. Our conclusion then was, that, if we 
bear in mind the relations of the Church, and of 
the Apostles, and of St. John, to Our Blessed Lord, 
we cannot hesitate to acknowledge, that their testi- 
mony on this solemn matter, is, in fact, no other than 
the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

We now proceed to consider the remaining Books 
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of the New Testament; and on the present occa-, 
sion it will be my endeavour to state the grounds on 
which the Epistles of the Apostle St. Paul are to 
be received as a part of Canonical Scripture, or of 
that Written Rule which has been given us by 
Almighty God, for our direction in those things 
which we must believe and do, in order to our ever- 
lasting salvation. 

Their claim to Inspiration, as we shall see, rests 
on the same foundation as that of the Historical 
Books, namely, on the authority of Christ ; and we 
shall, I think, find on inquiry, that there exists a 
beautiful analogy between the nature of the means 
which Christ has been pleased to employ, in order 
to assure us of the Inspiration of the Evangelical 
History, and of that of the Apostolic Epistles. 

Let me premise that our present concern is only 
with those thirteen Epistles which bear St. Paul's 
name ; that is, with all the Epistles commonly re- 
ceived as his, except that to the Hebrews, which is 
reserved for future consideration. 

By way of introduction to our argument, let me 
first state briefly the evidence on which we afiirm 
that these thirteen Epistles were vn-itten by St. 
Paul ; and that we possess them at the present day 
in precisely the same form and substance as that in 
which they first came from the hands of the Apostle. 

It is remarkable, that St. Luke, the author of 
the Acts of the Apostles, and the companion of St. 
Paul on his journeys, does not inform us of the num- 
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ber and names of St. Paul's Epistles ; nay more, that 
he does not say a single word of his having written 
any Epistles at all. That very fact, which, perhaps, 
more than any other in the great Apostle's life has 
served to promote God's glory, and the good of His 
Church, — I mean the writing of these Epistles, and 
the sending of them to seven different Churches, 
(and, be it observed, these Epistles to those Churches 
were all written and sent in the time embraced by 
the history of the Acts of the Apostles,) is not even 
alluded to in that Book. 

Now, if the Acts had been written under mere 
human direction, this omission, I think, would have 
been morally impossible. How then is it to be 
accounted for? It is due, I believe, to the fact, 
that St. Luke was enabled to foresee that the 
number and names of St. Paul's Epistles, their authen- 
ticity and inspiration, of which it was essential that 
the Church should be assured, would be guaranteed 
by other means: and it deserves to be considered 
whether this very silence of St. Luke concerning so 
important a matter in the life of St. Paul, does not 
come in as a confirmation, the more powerful 
because wholly unobtrusive, of the great truth, that 
the Apostolic Historian was guided by supernatural 
direction, not only in what he has said^ but (which is 
an effect of Inspiration, not so often observed, but 
not less important,) in what he has left unsaid. 

But to proceed. How then do we show that the 
Epistles ascribed to St. Paul were written by him ? 
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and that they have been preserved safe and entire 
to this day? 

First, they all bear his name. " Paul, an Apostle 
of Jesus Christ :'' this, or something like it, is the 
style in which they commence. Again, in the 
beginning of some of them, the writer associates 
other persons with himself. ''Fatd, and Silvanus, 
and TimotheuSy to the Church of the Thessalonians *." 
Thus, he cites two witnesses to their genuineness. 
Again, at their close, he delivers particular messages 
from various individuals to other parties. These 
persons, also, are thus brought in as witnesses. 

Next, he did not write his Epistles with his oum 
hand. One exception alone there was to this prac- 
tice, the Epistle to the Galatians f ; in which he 
expressly mentions the iact of his writing that 
Epistle with his own hand, in order to obviate any 
doubts as to the genuineness of the others not so 
written. But his usual habit was to employ an 
amanuensis. " I, Tertius, who wrote this Epistle, 
salute yofu in the Lord\.^^ This amanuensis also 
was a witness. 

Again, though, (as was usual for authors in those 
days,) St. Paul dictated his Epistles to a secretary, 
yet he invariably subscribed them with his own hand. 
" The salutation of Paul with mine own hand, which 
is the token in evert/ Epistle, so I write J." " The 

♦ 1 Thess. i. 1. 2 Thess. i. 1. 

t Gal. vi. 11. X Rom. xvi. 22. 

§ 2 Thess. iii. 17. Col. iv. 18. 1 Cor. xvi. 21. 
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salutation by the hand of me Paul ; remember my 
bondsr " The salutaticm of me Paul with mine own 
hand. If any one love not the Lord Jestis Christy 
let him be anathema^ 

Again, we must bear in mind that be did not 
send bis Epistles by any 'public cbannel, but by 
private, special, messengers. Tbus Timothy and Titus 
were the bearers of the two Epistles to the Corin- 
thians. Phebe, it seems, conveyed that to the Romans ; 
Tychicus, that to the Colossians and Ephesians*; 
Epaphroditus, that to the Philippians. These mes- 
sengers, whoever they were, bore testimony to the 
hand from which the Epistles came. 

Further, still, which is most important to be 
observed, Nine of these Thirteen Epistles are 
addressed, not to private individuals, but to 'public 
communities; to seven Christian Churches^ and in- 
deed to the Church at large. 

Their language is, ^'Pavl and all the brethren 
which are with me unto the Churches of Gaiatia f .** 
^^Paul unto the Church of God, which is at Corinth^ 
with aU the Saints that a/re in aU Achaia^^ ^^vnth all 
that in every place call upon the nrnne of Jesus Christ 
our Lord J." 

Nor is this all. The Author commands these 
Churches to read his Epistles in their public re- 
ligious assemblies. At the close of the very first 

* Se6 Bp. Pearson in Jacobson's Patres Apostolici, Ignat. ad 
Ephes. c. 12. 

t Gal. i. 1, 2. J 2 Gor. i. 1. 1 Cor. i. 1, 2. 
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Epistle which he wrote, the first Epistle to the 
Thessalonians, St. Paul thus solemnly speaks; "/ 
adjure* you by the Lord^ that this Epistle be read 
unto all the holy brethren ." And that this order was 
obeyed we may reasonably conclude from the Second 
Epistle to the same Church, in which hef praises 
the Thessalonians for their faith; which he never 
would have done, had they disobeyed his command 
to read his former Epistle. And he takes for 
granted, that the Second Epistle will be made 
known to all persons in the same manner. ^^ Bre- 
thren^ stand fast and hold the traditions which ye 
have been taught by word^ or by our Epistle ;" . . . 
and, " If any man obey not our word by this Epistle^ 
note that man^ and have no company with him J." 

Besides, it is clear that this order thus given in 
the first Epistle which he wrote, and reinforced in 
the second to the same Church, was obeyed, as a 
matter of course, by all the Churches to which his 
Epistles were sent. This may be inferred from the 
fact, that to the Corinthians he says, " We write 
none other things unto you than what ye read or § 
acknowledge \\ ;" and, in one of the last Epistles 
which he wrote, that to the Colossians, he assumes 
that this Epistle will be read by that Church ; and 
he gives direction for its communication to another 
Church. ^'Salute the brethren which are in Lao- 

♦ opKii:(»i. 1 Thess. V. 27. f 2 Thess. i. 3, 4. 

X 2 Thess. ii. 15 ; iii. 6; iii. 14. 

§ And (icai) is in some MSS. ; not or, || 2 Cor. i. 13. 
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dicea^ and when this Epistle is read among you^ cause 
that it he also read in the Church of the Laodiceans * " 

Finally, it is evident, that St. Paul's Epistles were 
so received, and were read as divinely inspired 
ScripturCy together with the Old Testament and the 
Gospels of the New, from the testimony of Igna- 
tius f and Polycarp J, the disciples of St. John, and 
from Clement J, the fellow- labourer of St. Paul; 
and, as we shall show, from his brother Apostle, St. 
Peter. 

Thus, in the peculiar circumstances of the com- 
position, of the transcription, and of the transmission 
of these Epistles, we possess a large amount of contem- 
porary testimony that they are the writings of St. 
Paul; and in the reception of them, and in the 
public reading of them in religious assemblies for 
Divine worship, by the Christian Churches, to which 
they were sent as soon as they were written, we 
have a solemn attestation from large contemporary 
communities of men to the same important fact. 

Since, also, from the day of their promulgation to 
the present hour, there never has been a time in 

* Col. iv. 16. The Epistle from Laodicea was probably the 
Epistle to the Ephesians, communicated to Colosse through 
Laodicea. See Bp. Pearson on Ignat. ad Ephes. c. 12. 

f Ignat. ad Ephes. c. 12. 

X Polycarp. ad Phil. c. 3. 11, 12. The Epistle to the Ephe- 
sians is here classed with the Psalms, as Scripture, 

§ Clement ad Cor. i. c. 47. The Epistle to the Corinthians 
is here called tvayyiXiov ; and it is said that verily Paul wrote it 
in the Spirit, cV akridtiaq TryevjiariKiig, 
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which these Epistles, so written, and so received, 
and 80 read, have ceased to be read in the public as- 
semblies of Christendom, either in their original 
Language, or in the Translations which have been 
made of them into almost every tongue under 
heaven, therefore it may be confidently affirmed, 
that there are no ancient vmtings in existence, 
whose genuineness and integrity are established on 
stronger evidence than the Epistles of St. Paul. 

Secondly: we must now inquire — ^what is the 
proof of their Inspiration ? 

First, we reply, the Author claims to be inspired. 

In the first Epistle from his pen St. Paul thus 
writes : " When ye received the word of God which 
ye heard of us^ ye received it not as the word of men^ 
hat (as it is in truth) the word of God*.'^ " He that 
despisethy despiseth not man, but God, Who hath also 
given unto us His Holy Spirit f ." " We speak not 
in the words which mavis wisdom teacheth, but which 
the Holy Ghost teachethX'^ He declares to the 
Galatians, that he " is an Apostle not of men, neither 
by man, but by Jesus Christ § ;" and that he received 
what he preached " not from man, neither was he 
taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.'' 
He praises them for receiving him as an angel of 
God, even as Christ Jesus. To the Thessalonians 
he says : " Our Gospel came not unto you in word 



* 1 Thess. ii. 13. f 1 Thess. iv. 8. 

X 1 Cor. ii. 13. § Gal. i. 1. 12. 
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only^ but . .An the Holy Ghost *." He recounts to 
the Corinthians his " Visions and Revelations of the 
Lord-f.'' He distinguishes between what he says as a 
man speaking from himself, and what he declares as 
an inspired Apostle. In the one case, he says, " that 
which I speak, I speak it not after the Lord;^' in 
the other, ''not I^ but the Lord'^ And again: "/ 
think I that I have the Spirit of God $." 

This, then, is clear, that the writer of these Epis- 
tles lays claim to Inspiration. 

But — Yes, it may be replied, and so have many 
persons who have been deluded by vain- imagina- 
tions. Every enthusiast who has deceived himself or 
others has boasted of supernatural revelations. But 
what is the proof that, in the case of the Writer of 
these Epistles, the assertion is true ? 

First, then, let us look at the person who wrote 
them. He was the object of bitter antipathy to the 
Jews, who stigmatized him as an apostate ; and for 
some time after his conversion he was regarded with 
jealous suspicions by the Christians, whom he had 
persecuted with furious zeal. No one had more 
powerful prejudices to encounter on all sides than 
St. Paul. No one's claims, even to honesty and 
sincerity, much more to supernatural gifts, were 
sure, on all accounts, and in all places, to be more 
strictly scrutinized and sifted than his. 



* 1 Thess. i. 5. f 2 Cor. xii. 1. 

X ^okH. I trow. § 1 Cor. vii. 6. 10. 12. 40. 
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Consider, next, the places he selected, to address 
to them his Epistles. Cast your eyes upon the 
habitable globe, as it existed in the age of St. 
Paul. He did 7iot choose his own native Tarsus ; he 
did not select obscure villages and illiterate munici- 
palities. No ; St. Paul indited his Epistles to the 
most illustrious Cities of the veorld. Sea-ports 
crowded with ships. Marts thronged with merchants, 
Schools echoing with Eloquence, Citadels crowned 
with Temples, — Streets and Squares adorned with 
Museums, Baths, and Theatres, all that could minis- 
ter to the physical enjoyment and intellectual pride 
of man, — these, my brethren, were the characteristics 
of those Cities which St. Paul chose to address. 
He encountered heathenism there. There he planted 
the Cross. 

Behold the first city which he accosted — ^Thes- 
salonica. Seated on a noble bay, plying a rich 
trade with the East and West by sea, and placed on 
the great High-road from Italy to Asia, and from 
the North of Greece to the South, it collected within 
its walls a vast and active population of heathens 
and of Jews, Paul's inveterate foes. 

Here was that Apostle's first Auditory. To them 
he writes with the authority of a man speaking from 
Heaven. What confidence in himself and in his 
cause does this selection prove ! 

Whom did he next address ? Corinth. The Seat 
of the Proconsular Government of Achaia ; the centre 
of the commerce and literature, and of the luxury 
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and vice of Greece. Here he had many enemies, 
even among professing Christians. Some were of 
Cephas ; others, of ApoUos*; many had been beguiled 
by the heretical wiles of a false Teacher, who denied 
St. Paul's authority, and earned a wretched popu- 
larity by preaching a hollow religion, with no solid 
morality or fixed articles of faith. Many, also, there 
were, whose fastidious ears had been charmed by 
the soft and melodious accents of practised rhetori- 
cians ; and whose tastes were too effeminate to relish 
the stern and healthy eloquence of the bold, free- 
spoken Apostle, 

Yet St. Paul was not daunted. The Divine Spirit 
moved within him. He felt it there. He would not, 
therefore, stoop to gain favour by flattery. He calls 
the wise Corinthians babes ; he tells them that they 
have need of milk, and cannot bear strong food f . 
He rebukes some of them sharply for disbelieving 
the Resurrection of the body J. He orders them 
to excommunicate the incestuous member of their 
Church $. He reproves even the spiritual among 
them, for an ostentatious display of spiritual gifts ||. 
He censures others for irreverence at public worship, 
and at the celebration of the Lord's Supper ^. He 
shows, in a word, that God has " not given him the 
spirit of fear, but of power, and of a sound mind ^^ J" 



* 1 Cor. i. 12. t Ibid. iii. 1,2. J Ibid. xv. 12. 

§ Ibid. V. 13. II Ibid. xiv. 12. If Ibid. xi. 17. 

♦* 2 Tim. i. 7. 
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He next writes to Gralatia, the stronghold of Juda- 
ism. He will not bribe them by praise. Rather, 
" foolish Galatians^^ he exclaims, " who hath he- 
witched yo% that ye should not obey the truth ? How 
turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements^ 
whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage * f " 

From Corinth he sends a letter to the great Capital 
of the World — Rome. He had not yet visited it ; 
yet he assumes that his name is well known to the 
Church there. He speaks to it " with all authority J^ 
He promises to " impart to it spirittml gifts'' " / am 
debtor both to the Greeks and to the Barbarians^ both 
to the Wise and to the Unwise : so, as mtcch as in me 
isy I am ready to preach the Gospel to you that are at 
Rome also f ." 

What a powerful conviction does he show of the 
truth of his own mission, in that he, a Jew of Tarsus, 
ventures to write in such terms as these to the impe- 
rial City, whose armies were marching in every land, 
and whose fleets were floating on every sea, and 
who dictated laws to the world. To Rome he went, 
having appealed to Caesar ; and from his lowly dwell- 
ing there, Paul, " the prisoner of the Lord :]:," wrote 
to Philippi, a Roman Colony in Macedonia. He 
addressed that Church in terms of approval, such as 
he had not extended to more splendid cities. He 
wrote also to Colosse, a magnificent town of Phrygia, 



♦ Gal. iii. 1 ; iv. 9. f Rom. i. 11. 14, 15. 

% Eph. iii. 1 ; iv. 1. Philem. 9. 
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and condemned the vain Philosophy * of some who 
were eminent there. He wrote, also, to Ephesus, 
the flourishing emporium of loniaf ; the resort of the 
votaries of the ^^ great goddess DianOy whom Asia and 
the world worshipped.^^ 

Such, my beloved brethren, were the Cities which 
St. Paul chose to address in the Epistles, written by 
him at intervals during a period of about ten years ; 
beginning in the fifteenth year after his conversion, 
and ending in the fifth before his martyrdom \. 

We pause here to observe, as a most remarkable 
fact, that, as we have now seen, the Apostle St. Paul, 
who was the special object of prejudice in various 
quarters, who was pursued with unrelenting hatred 
by the Jews, and who had many difBculties to en- 
counter, even among Christians ; who was forsaken by 
Demas§ and by others ; who had no one like-minded^^ ; 
who on one occasion was left alone ^ with St. Luke, 
and on another of great trial had no one to stand hy 
him ** ; whose claims, therefore, to Inspiration had no 
human power to back them, did address letters to 
the Christians in the greatest cities of the world, in 
which he had numerous adversaries; and that in these 
letters he often speaks in terms of severe censure of 
those whom he addressed, and that he orders them 
to read these his letters publicly ; and that in these 

♦ Col. ii. 8. t Acts xix. 27. 35. 37. 

X Bp. Pearson, Annales Paulini, ii. 12 — 20. 
% 2 Tim. iv. 10. || Phil. ii. 20. ^ 2 Tim. iv. 11. 

»♦ 2Tim. iv. 10, 11. 16. 
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letters he lays claim to Inspiraticm^ and commands 
them to be read in their religimts assemblies, as 
sacred Books, precisely in the same manner as the 
Books of Moses and the Prophets were read in the 
Synagogues ; and that this command is obeyed^ with- 
out any exception. 

This is a most striking fact. 

The question now arises, How came it to pass that 
this order was invariably executed ? There can be 
but one reply. They, to whom the letters were sent, 
were convinced of their Inspiration. Otherwise they 
would have rejected them. 

And by what means were they so convinced ? 

There was but one way — ^by Visible Proofs. They 
could never have been persuaded, except by miror 
cles wrought by the Writer in their presence, or in 
that of credible witnesses. 

True, indeed, if St. Paul had wrought miracles, and 
z/'his doctrine had 'hot been in accordance with God's 
Law, natural and revealed, then, we allow that no 
amount of miracles would have been of any value 
towards establishing his claim to Inspiration^. 
But, since the teaching of St. Paul is in perfect 
accordance with Divine Truth as impressed on the 
face of Creation, and as declared by Moses and by 
Christ, then Miracles, if really wrought by St. Paul, 
were attestations from Heaven itself that what St. 
Paul said was true, and that therefore his claim to 
be inspired is authorized by Almighty God. 

♦ Deut. xiii. 1' — 5. 
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Did, then, Paul really give these proofs of Inspira- 
tion? 

His companion, St. Luke, replies to this question : 
" God wrought special miracles at Ephesus by the 
hand of Paid, so that from his body were brought 
unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases 
departed from them, and the evil spirits went out of 
them*'^ Again: '^ Long time abode he in Iconium, 
speaking boldly in the Lord, WHO gave testimony to 
the word of His grace, and granted signs and wonders 
to be done by his hands f ." These, be it observed, are 
assertions that miracles were wrought by St. Paul 
in popidous cities ; and the Acts of the Apostles, the 
Book in which these assertions were made, was publicly 
read as the Word of God in the Church, yes, doubt- 
less, was read in those very cities where it affirms the 
miracles to have been wrought. 

Thus these Cities are witnesses to the truth of 
those Miracles: therefore, these Miracles were 
wrought, and St. Paul's Inspiration is proved. 

Turn also to the Epistles themselves. In them 
St. Paul frequently appeals to miracles, which he 
asserts that he wrought in the presence of those 
very persons and societies to whom these Epistles 
are addressed, and by whom they were to be openly 
read. ^^ Trtdy,'' says he to the Corinthians t, '^the 
signs of an Apostle were wrought among you in all 

♦ Acts xix. 11, 12. f Ibid. xiv. 3. 

I 2 Cor. xii. 12. See 1 Cor. ix. 2. 2 Cor. iv. 2 ; vi. 4. 
Compare Hebr. ii. 4. 
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patience^ in signs^ and wonders^ and mighty deedsJ' 
He refers the Romans to the witness of all Europe. 
" / will not dare to speak of those things which Christ 
hath not wrought hy me^ to make the Gentiles obedient 
by word and deedy through mighty signs and wonders^ 
by the power and Spirit of God ; so that from Jeru^ 
salem^ and round aiout unto lUyricum^ I have fuUy 
preached the Gospel of Christ *." 

Now, be it remembered, these asseverations are 
made in Epistles addressed by St. Paul to large 
communities, in cities where he had many adver- 
saries. These aflSrmations too concern things which 
are averred by him to have been done in their presence^ 
or in that of other trustworthy persons. And on 
the strength of these acts, the Author of these 
writings claims to be acknowledged as inspired by 
God Himself, and commands his Epistles, (in which 
this claim to Inspiration is made,) to be read as the 
Word of God. And these Epistles, containing this 
claim, are ready in all cases without exception, by 
these communities. Thus, these communities be- 
came witnesses to the truth of his assertions ; and 
this reading of them is a public, practical, contempo- 
rary proof that these miraculous acts were really 
wrought, and that, therefore, St. Paul's claim to 
Inspiration is avouched by Almighty God. 

Thus, we see, my brethren, that the greatest 
Cities of the World then in existence, bear testi- 

♦ Rom. XV. 18, 19. 
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mony to St. Paul's divine mission. From Thessa- 
lonica to Corinth, from the shores of the Euxine to 
those of the Adriatic, from the banks of the Ilissus 
to those of the Tiber, his claims, as soon as made, 
were echoed by a responsive voice of harmonious 
assent, which has never died away from that hour to 
this, but has gone on widening itself to the furthest 
regions of the globe. 

Again, these communities had a peculiar cha- 
racter. They were Churches^ and, as such, they 
possessed special graces and special authority. The 
early Churches had the power of discerning spirits *, 
as we know from St. Paul ; they are commanded to 
try the spirits \ by St. John; therefore they had 
supernatural helps for pronouncing a true judgment 
on inspired writings. And when, as is the case 
with respect to the inspiration of St. Paul's Epistles, 
the suffrages of all the Churches, which compose 
the Universal Church, agree with one voice, and 
have agreed for eighteen centuries, their witness 
cannot be false. If it were, then Christ's promise 
to be alway with His Church if, and to send His Spirit 
to teach her all things^ and to guide her into all truth J, 
would have failed of its effect. No. We do not 
hesitate to aflSrm, that the testimony of all Chris- 
tendom for eighteen hundred years is no other than 
the verdict of Christ. 

So far, then, we perceive that the Inspiration of 

* 1 Cor. xii. 10. f 1 John iv. 1. 

X Matt, xxviii. 20. § John xiv. 26. 
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St. Paul's Epistles rests on the same ground as 
that of the Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles, 
But we may trace the analogy further. 

The Inspiration of the Gospels and the Acts is, 
as was shown in the last discourse, specially authen- 
ticated by Christ through the beloved disciple St. 
John. That of the Epistles of St. Paul, as we shall 
now briefly show, is attested by Christ through St. 
Peter. 

In the passage which I have chosen for my text, 
St. Peter calls all Paul's Epistles by the name Scrijh 
tare. St. Peter^ I say, so calls them ; for, whatever 
may be alleged concerning the canonical authority 
of the Epistle from which the text is taken, it was 
doubtless written by St. Peter. St. Jude, in his 
Epistle, exhorts his hearers to remember the words 
spoken before by the Apostles^ " that there should be 
mockers in the last timcy who should walk after their 
own Imts *." The sentence here quoted by St. Jude 
is found in this Second Epistle f . 

This Epistle, therefore, according to St. Jude, was 
written by an Apostle. Besides, its writer calls him- 
self an Apostle, and identifies himself with St. Peter. 
** Simon Peter j a servant and an Apostle of Jesus 
Christ X'' These are its first words. Its Author, 
also, refers to a former Epistle written by himself to 
the same parties $ ; and we possess such an Epistle 
written by St. Peter. 

♦ Jude 18. t 2 Pet. iii. 3. % Ibid. i. 1. 

§ 2 Pet. iii. 1. 
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Lastly, the writer describes himself as having 
been a witness of the Transfiguration of Christ on 
the Holy Mount* ^ at which none of the Apostles 
were present but James, and John, and Peter. 

The Writer, then, of this Epistle being the Apos- 
tle St. Peter, let us observe, that he vnrote it in 
anticipation of his own immediate death. " / think 
it meet f 9' says he, "o^ long as lam in this tahemacle 
to stir you up by putting you in remembrance^ know^ 
ing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle^ even 
as our Lord Jesm Christ showed me X. Moreover, I 
will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease 
to have these things always in remembrance.''' 

Now St. Peter suffered martyrdom by crucifixion, 
according to our Lord's prophecy §, recorded in the 
last chapter of St. John's Gospel ; and this event 
took place at Rome, in the year of our Lord LXVIII., 
the same year as that in which St. Paul was be- 
headed as a Martyr, in the same city ||. 

Therefore, when St. Peter wrote his Second 
Epistle, all St. Paul's Epistles, at least all those 
addressed to Christian Churches, had been written ; 
and, therefore, all these Epistles of Paul are called 
Scripture by St. Peter. 

Now, the word here translated Scripture % which 
properly means simply a Writing, occurs fifty times 

* 2 Pet. i. 18. t Ibid, i, 13. 

J ihfiXtofre. 2 Pet. i. 14. Compare John xxi. 18. 

§ John xxi. 18. 

II See Bp. Pearson, Annales Paulini, p. 25. ^ Ffia^^. 
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in the New Testament ; and in all these fifty places, 
it is applied to the writings of the Old and New 
Testament, and to no other*. Therefore, St. Peter 
by calling St. Paul's Epistles Scripture, places them 
on the same level with the books of Moses and the 
Prophets, that is, with those books which had been 
received and quoted by Christ Himself as the 
! Word of God. 

Thus, we find, that St. Paul's Epistles are canon- 
ized by Christ, through St. Peter. 

Let us observe, that, humanly speaking, no better 
witness could have been employed for this purpose, 
\ than St. Peter. 

\ First, his impartiality in this matter is unques- 

tionable. Some persons had endeavoured to set 
him up as a rival to St. Paul. ^^ I am of Cephas f ," 
^ were the words of a powerful party. Many looked 

\ upon Peter, and John, and James, as the three main 

^ pillars of the Church J. St. Peter's sympathies were 

' with the Jews, to whom he had a special mission, 

\ and among them were St Paul's bitterest foes. On 

one occasion, St. Peter, through mistaken partiality 
\ for them, was betrayed into a weak concession at 

■ Antioch; through fear of alienating them, he ab- 

t stained from eating with the Gentiles J. 

* This is a remarkable fact, and this exclusive reservation of 
\i the word ypa^^ shows the design of the Holy Spirit to put the 

' New Testament on a par with the Old, and to distinguish them 

both from all other writings whatsoever. 

t 1 Cor.i. 12. + Gal. ii. 9. § Ibid. ii. 11—16. 
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Bearing all these things in mind, let us remember 
that St. Paul, in one of his Epistles, calls him- 
self " not a whit behind the very chief est Apostles * ;" 
that in another, he says, that he " laboured more abun^ 
dantly than they allf T that in another, he declares 
that he has the care of all the Churches :):, and says, 
" So ordain I in all the Churches § ;" and in another, 
that to the Galatians, he recounts the circumstances 
of St. Peter's infirmity and compromise at Antioch, 
to which I have just referred. 

In admiring, therefore, St. Peter's frank gene- 
rosity and beautiful disinterestedness in referring 
to the Epistles of his beloved brother Patd, in 
which all these things are contained, we must also 
aflSrm that those Epistles could not have had a 
better, because a more impartial, witness than St. 
Peter. 

One word here on another important subject. 
How could St. Paul have dared to use such expres- 
sions as these concerning himself in his Epistles, if 
St. Peter had been Supreme Visible Head of the 
Church ? and if such had been the case. How could 
St. Peter himself have received these Epistles as 
Scripture ? 

Let our Romanist brethren consider these two 
questions. 

But to return. St. Peter was more than an ordi- 
nary man : he was an inspired Apostle. He was a 

* 2 Cor. xi. 5 ; xii. n. f 1 Cor. xv. 10. 

X Ibid. xi. 28. § Ibid. vii. 17. 
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[ highly favoured Disciple of Christ. He had re- 

ceived the spiritual Keys from Christ. Christ 
taught from his ship. He converted three thousand 

'f souls at once. He gathered the first fruits of the 

Gentiles into the Church. When he wrote his 



'i 



f 



Second Epistle, from which our text is taken, he 
J was old, and he knew that the time was at hand 

f when he must obey Christ's words to him, " Follow 

thou Me *." He was now preparing to follow Christ, 
r to stretch forth his hands^ and to be girded to the 

\ Cross. 

■ What a solemn tone of seriousness, therefore, is 
\ there in this his testimony, his farewell testimony, 
t concerning the Epistles of St. Paul! Surely the 

Holy Spirit was then vrtth him. Surely his dear Lord 

and Master was with the aged Apostle, St. Peter, 

I when he thus wrote : and in the words of the dying 

. Martyr, acknowledging and commending St. Paul's 

: Epistles as Scripture, we have, we may venture to say, 

■ the declaration of Christ Himself. 

It deserves carefully to be remarked, that the great 

Apostle St. Paul, of whose Epistles we have been 

^ now speaking, and who was St. Peter's companion 

in dying for Christ, when, like him, he takes leave of 

t the Church, aims also, like Peter, to rivet her atten- 

tion, and fix her whole mind upon Scripture. 

In his second Epistle to Timothy, — the last which 
he wrote, — St. Paul says, ^ I am nmo ready to be 

f * John xxi. 22. 



VII.] ST. Paul's epistles. 189 

offered, and the time of my departure is at hand ; I 
have fought a good fight, I have kept the faith ; hence- 
forth is laid up for me a croum of righteousness *." 
And that no one might ever doubt how this crown is 
to be won, he says to his beloved son in the faith, 
" Continue thou in the things which thou hast learned, 
and hast been assured of knowing of whom thou hast 
learned them, and that from a child thou hast known 
the Holy Scriptures, which are ahle f to make thee 
wise unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus^ ^^ All Scripture, he adds, (that is, all writing 
called Scripture, and therefore the Apostle's own 
Epistles, called Scripture by St. Peter,) — " All Scrip- 
ture is given by Inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction, 
that the man of God may be perfect, tJirou^hly 
furnished unto all good works J." Such were among 
the last words of St. Paul. 

To sum up what has been now said. In the last 
discourse it was shown, that it was reserved for the 
old age of St. John to bear testimony to the Inspi- 
ration of the Gospels, and of the Acts of the 
Apostles. We have now endeavoured to show that 
it was reserved for the old age of St. Peter to attest 
that the Epistles of St. Paul are the Word of God. 

Among the twelve chosen Apostles, St. John was 

♦ 2 Tim. iv. 6. 

f TA Bvvdfieva, **The wridngs which are able," as contrasted 
with all other writings. J 2 Tim. iv. 17. 
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J specially beloved of Christ, and St. Peter was eminent 

for his love to Christy — ''Lord, Thou knowest all things. 

Thou knowest that I lace Thee*'' St. John and St. 

F Peter were joined together by love to their Lord, 

. and to one another. They were attendant on Him in 

f His most private retirements; on the mountain of 

f' 

Transfiguration, and in the garden of Gethsemane. 

Together they prepared the room for the Institution 

of the Lord's Supper ; together they visited the tomb 

of the risen Saviour ; together they went up to the 

, Temple to pray ; and together they healed the cripple 

at the Beautiful gate of the Temple ; together they 
were sent by the Apostles to Samaria, to administer 
the rite of Confirmation ; and now, having been lovely 
and pleasant in their lives, in their death they are not 

! divided f. Peter and John, the loving and loved 

Apostles, are chosen by Christ Himself to be 

■ witnesses for ever to His Church of the Inspiration 

\ of His Written Word. 

Let me now offer two practical observations. 

' From what has been said now and in the last 

discourse, we see clearly that no one who loves the 

if truth, and is duly sensible of what Christ has done 

for us to assure us of the Inspiration of Scripture, 

i can venture to assert, — as has, alas ! been asserted by 

* some in our own day, — that the Canon of the New 

Testament was not settled till the fourth century, and 

i 

* John xxi. 15. f 2 Sam. i. 23. 
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that, if we will believe the New Testament to be 
inspired, we must receive many strange doctrines 
which the Church never heard of in the times of 
the Apostles ! 

The fact is, my Brethren, as we have seen, the 
Canon of the Gospels and of the Acts of the Apostles 
and of St. Paul's Epistles was settled as soon as they 
were written ; and it was fixed, through the agency 
of the Apostles, by Christ Himself. 

So far, then, all the arguments drawn from the 
alleged lateness of the Canon, in order to impugn 
the suflSciency of Scripture as the Rule of Faith, fall 
at once to the ground. 

Lastly, by means of the three Apostles, St. John, 
St. Peter, and St. Paul, we, who live now, have 
received from Christ Himself a divine witness to the 
sufficiency of Holy Scripture as our Rule of Faith. 
Christ, dyinff on the cross, gave a special token of 
love to St. John, " Behold thy Mother.'' Christ, risen 
from the dead, gave a special charge to St. Peter, 
" Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou Me f " " Feed My 
sheep'' Christ, ascended into Heaven, gave a special 
commission to St. Paul, " / have appeared unto thee 
to make thee a Witness and a Minister, both of these 
things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the 
which I will appear unto thee, delivering thee from the 
people and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send 
thee, to open their eyes, and to turn them from, darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that 



'}. 
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i[ they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance 

among them which are sanctified through faith which 
is in Me *." 

f These three great Apostles, thus beloved, charged, 

L and sent by Christ, spent many years in faithfully 

preaching the Gospel ; and when they were about to 
': quit the world, and to go to Christ, they all left one 

'^ and the same parting admonition to the Church. 

And what was that ? 

. St. John, at the close of his Gospel f , St. Peter and 

!; St. Paul, in the last Epistles which they wrote, when 

'/ they were " ready to be offered up, and the time of their 

' departure " was at hand, all agree in referring the 

Church to Scripture. 

This, they tell us, is the sacred deposit, in which 

I their teaching is stored ; this, when they were about 

to leave the world, they bequeathed to it as a 

perfect Rule of Faith, and an unerring Guide to 

' Heaven. Thanks be to Christ, this Rule, this Guide, 

we have. Therefore, in their farewell words to the 

^ Church, we hear Him. In those of St. John, we hear 

Jesus Christ speaking to us from the Cross ; in those 

of St. Peter, Jesus Christ risen from the dead ; and, 

finally, in those of St. Paul, Jesus Christ ascended 

\ into Heaven. 

♦ Acts xxvi. 16—18. f John xx. 31. 
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PRELIMINARY NOTE TO THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS. 

To account for the following paragraphs, it may be premised, 
that, after the foregoing Lecture had been prepared, the Author 
was apprized by Authority that he would be expected to advert 
to the special Service of Prayer and Thanksgiving appointed for 
the Sunday (Oct. 17, 1847), on which this Sermon was to be 
preached at St. Mary's, when a collection would be made in aid 
of the distressed Irish. What follows was, therefore, added at 
the close of the above Discourse : — 

In conclusion, let us observe that in the religious 
service, appointed by authority on this Day, of 
"Prayer and Thanksgiving to Almighty God for 
the late Abundant Harvest," we see a practical re- 
cognition of the truths of Christianity as preached by 
St. Paul, "/w every thing give thanks* ^^' is his Di- 
vine lesson. By his mouth, Christ has taught us to in- 
terpret aright the language of the natural world; 
and to read, as it were, a Gospel from heaven in the 
rich harvests of a Year crowned with blessings. By 
him Christ has led us to acknowledge, that it is no 
other than the Divine Author of all spiritual grace. 
Who also does good to our bodies, and ^^ gives us rain 
from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts 
with food and gladness f ." 

Thus, by St. Paul's teaching, Christ has invested 
all our secular blessings with a holy dignity, and 
engages us to recognize in them not only temporal 
bounties, but earnests and pledges of benefits to 
our souls from the same heavenly source; and He 
* 1 Thess. V. 18. f Acts xiv. 17. 

O 
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|| thus renders us more and more thankful for them, 

i and inspires us with a reasonable hope, that, if we 

use them aright, they will be the means to us of 
i everlasting joy. 

i How, then, are they to be used ? Christ has also 

" taught us this by the same divine Apostle: " We 

'' being many are one body in Christy and every one 

'^ members one of another *:^^ and ^Hfone member rejoice^ 

i the other members rejoice with it ; and if one member 

■i suffer^ the others suffer with z<f." By reason of 

] our baptismal incorporation in Christ, we are bound 

' to use our abundance to supply the need of our 

fellow members, that " there may be an equality ; as it 

is written^ He that had gathered much had nothing over, 

and he that had gathered little had no lack t." 

! Hence, therefore, it follows, that so far from there 

being any impropriety in blending together the 

exercise of the two duties of Thanksgiving and 

' Almsgiving, — the former necessarily produces the 

latter, and cannot be said to be sincere without it. 

Nor can it be justly alleged, on the present occa- 
sion, that while by our Thanksgiving we acknowledge 
that our chastisement is withdrawn, it is implied, by the 
call made upon us for Almsgiving, that it still exists. 
► No : we are giving thanks to God, first, for our 

abundant Harvest ; and secondly, because, when the 
destroying Angel of Famine and Pestilence appeared 
as it were to be standing, with his hand outstretched 

* Rom. xii. 5. Eph. iv. 25. f 1 Cor. xii. 26. 

X 2 Cor. viii. 14, 15. 
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and his sword drawn, over our own Jenisalem, God 
mercifully interfered, and said : " It is enough ; stay 
now thine hand*'' It is for these mercies, my bre- 
thren, that we now, according to the Apostle's direc- 
tion, lift up our voices " in psalms^ and hymns^ and 
spiritual songs^ singing and making melody in our 
hearts to the Lord^T 

For these blessings we are bound to thank God. 
But we are not implying, by this eucharistic service, 
that the miseries of our fellow-subjects and fellow- 
Christians in the sister-kingdom of Ireland have 
ceased. No ; this, unhappily, is not the fact ; they 
have not ceased. The facts of the case are best 
known to our Civil Rulers, who have ordered the 
present appeal to be made, as by virtue of their 
authority they have a right to do, and as in their 
compassion they have been moved to do ; and by this 
public order they declare to us that the misery still 
exists. And further, we may rest assured, in this as 
in other similar matters, that we shall obtain a bless- 
ing for ourselves, by cheerful obedience to a lawful 
command. For such obedience is a very large part of 
charity ; and charity is the bcmd of perfectness %. 

You will not, therefore, expect that I should here 
discuss the objections of those, who, allowing the 
general truth of what has been now deduced from 
the teaching of St. Paul, would remind us that 
the same Apostle, while he lays down rules for 
charity, has also said, that " if any would not work 
* 2 Sam. xxiv. 16. f Eph. v. 19. % Col. iii. 14. 

O 2 
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neither should he eat^T and that he exhorteth all 'Hhat 
with quietness they work and eat their own bread f ;" 
and who would then proceed to allege, that the 
national bounty expended in Ireland has been in 
too many cases received, not, as it was designed 
to be, as an encouragement to industry, but has 
been perverted, in many instances, into a plea for 
sloth, improvidence, and recklessness ; and that there 
is no precept in the Bible which enjoins any one to 
squander his substance, where there is great probar 
bility that it may be so abused, and where it may 
even minister occasion for abuse. 

These are, I allow, important considerations ; but 
they mainly concern not so much us as our Riders : 
it is their province to deliberate upon them ; and to 
their wisdom they must be left. 

But for ourselves, as subjects, citizens, and Chris- 
tians, it is a very safe rule, not to be too ingenious 
in devising excuses for not giving, when we are 
lawfully called upon to give. And it is our duty to 
examine ourselves honestly, whether, if we did not 
give to the special object now prescribed by Au- 
thority, we should have shown our gratitude by giving 
to any other suggested by ourselves. We ought also 
to remember, above all things, that true Charity and 
Loyalty are not so prone to raise doubts and to ask 
questions, as readily to distribute and cheerfully to 
obey. 

* 2 Thess, iii. 10. f Ibid. iii. 12. 
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There is one motive for Thankfulness on the pre- 
sent occasion which, especially in this place, and in 
the presence of this congregation, it would seem 
almost culpable to omit. 

When we look at the Dearth and Pestilence 
which have desolated the Kingdom of Ireland, and 
still afflict certain parts of it, we cannot, I think, fail 
to make one reflection, which ought to make us 
wiser for the future, and more grateful for a great 
National Blessing which, thanks be to God ! is still 
preserved to that unhappy country and to the United 
Kingdom. 

What, my brethren, I ask, would have become of 
that country in its recent affliction of Plague and 
Famine, if it had not been for the Bishops and 
Parochial Clergy of its Established Church ? What 
would the Voluntary System, as it is called, with its 
loose and incoherent agency, have been able to effect 
in such circumstances as these ? And what in such 
emergencies would any Clergy at all be able to per- 
form, except one trained in Scriptural truth, and 
endued with affections exercised by the endearing 
influence of social and domestic relations*? 



♦ ** Who (said the present Archbishop of Dublin in the House 
of Lords) had administered to the wants of Ireland in the present 
famine ? He said it without fear of contradiction, — The Clergy 
of the Established Church, And they would sujfer the most 
under the new Poor Law ; and this, too, after that, by the recent 
Tithe Commutation Act, twenty-five per cent, of their incomes 
had been taken away from them, and given to the landlords." 
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And yet, alas ! it is but too true, that Eogland, 
as if she were desirous of destroying the sacred tie 
which binds Ireland to her, — has now for many years, 
must we not confess it with tears, been acting, as it 
were, almost systematically on the policy of crippling 
the energies of the Church of Ireland ! Many of 
the ancient Sees of Ireland have been suppressed : 
her Clergy have been impoverished : the union of 
vast parishes has been necessitated by the abolition 
of the tithe of agistment *. Thus, thousands and 
tens of thousands in Ireland have been cut off from 
the ministrations of pure religion. Her schools have 
not been encouraged ; but places of instruction have 
been set up, either without religion, or with a neutral 
religion, which is little better than no religion, or, 
must we not add, with a corrupt religion. We have 
then sent forth, alas! and counted how few the 
members of the Church of Ireland are ! And instead 
of cherishing those few, even became they are few — 
{and must we not say that it is mainly our fault that 
they are few ?) — ^and instead of making them more^ 
by augmenting the efficiency of the Church, we have 
done our best to render t\iemfewe7\ by reducing the 
Church to their level, as if its final extinction were 



* See Primate Boulter's Letters (Aug. 9, 1737), vol. ii. p. 
182. By the alienation of this tithe, " a great part of the 
Churches are neglected ; in many cases, five, six, or seven Pa- 
rishes are bestowed on one Incumbent, who, perhaps, with all 
scarce gets a hundred pounds a year." The tithe of agistment 
was finally sequestrated in 1800. 
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to be the aim of our desires, and the consummation 
of our labours ! And yet, gracious Heavens ! we seem 
not yet satisfied with the work of infatuated sacrilege 
against God and man, which we have already perform- 
ed ; and some have even been found among us, who 
are not ashamed to harbour desires, and to broach 
designs, of further spoliation ! 

But, my beloved brethren, the Church of Ireland, 
— the Evangelical, Apostolical, Catholic, Church of 
Ireland — ^is, by God's goodness to us, most undeserv- 
ing and unthankful as we are, still preserved, to be 
the School, the Asylum, and the Hospital (as has 
been lately proved), and, I might add, to be the pacific 
and loyal Garrison, of that Country. And if England 
has learnt, as she surely must have learnt from the 
experience of the three last years, that this is really 
the case, then she will have also learnt that true 
Justice to Ireland cannot be done vnthout main- 
taining, extending, and reinvigorating her Church. 
Thus, and not otherwise, may we look for a respite 
from the bloodshed which now defiles the land, 
and calls vnth a trumpet's tongue to God for 
vengeance upon us. Thus we may hope to stem the 
swelling tide of Democracy, Superstition, and Infi- 
delity, which now threatens to break like a deluge 
upon us. If we have learnt this lesson from our 
late judgments, God, indeed, be thanked ! but if not, 
we may have to deplore, before long, a still heavier 
Visitation. 



LECTURE VIII. 



2 Pet. iii. 15, 16. 

** Even as our beloved brother Paul according to the wisdom given 
unto him hath written unto you; as also in all his epistles, 
speaking in them of these things ; in which are some things hard 
to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable 
wrest, as they do also the other Scriptures, unto their own 
destruction,*^ 

In the Discourse of last Sunday, upon these words 
of St. Peter, it was my endeavour to state the 
grounds upon which the Thirteen Epistles, which 
exhibit the name of St. Paul at their commence- 
ment, are to be received as the Word of God ; and 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, which does not bear his 
name in any part of it, was then reserved for future 
consideration. 

I would now request your attention to that Epistle ; 
and I propose to examine, in this and the fol- 
lowing discourse, how its claims to Inspiration are 
established. 

This is a very important subject. The contents of 
this Epistle are of a most solemn character. The 



THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS. 201 

Eternal Existence and Divine Nature of our Blessed 
Lord ; His operations in creating and governing all 
things ; His Humanity ; His Priestly Office ; the 
Plenitude of the Atonement made by Him upon the 
Cross ; His heavenly Intercession for us ; the true 
nature of the Mosaic Law; its harmony with the 
Gospel, to which it was subservient and introductory, 
and in which it was fulfilled and abrogated ; the 
yearning of the Patriarchs for Christ ; the finality of 
the Gospel, which He preached ; the sin of despising 
it ; the heinousness of falling from the faith and of 
wavering in it; the certainty of Judgment, of 
Heaven and of Hell ; these are the sublime and 
momentous topics of this glorious Epistle. 

Again ; the occasion on which it was written 
gives greater solemnity to it. It was addressed 
primarily to Hebrew Christians at Jerusalem *, and 
in the East ; and secondarily, to all converted and 
unconverted Jews ; and finally, to all Christians and 
to all men of all ages in the world. 

It appears, that some to whom it was first directed 
had been induced by Jewish teachers, or by fear of 
persecution, or by the frustration of a mistaken hope of 
soon seeing Christ's second Coming, to forsake public 
worship, as if Christ would never come at all ; others 
had sunk into apathy ; others had given themselves 
up to worldly cares and sinful lusts; others had 

* See S. Chrysostotn's Introduction to this Epistle, iv. p. 428. 
ed. Savil. 
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denied their baptism, had apostatized from Christi- 
anity, and fallen back into Judaism. Their circum- 
stances, therefore, were such as to call for a clear 
announcement of the terrors of the Gospel. They 
were to learn from the fearful judgments which fell 
upon the Israelites in the Wilderness for despising 
Moses, that, much more, no one can escape who 
rejects Christ; and that though He is infinite in 
mercy to those who fear Him, yet, to all who receive 
not His Word, and obey not His precepts, " Our God 
is a consuming fire *." 

Let it also be observed, that, from the peculiar 
nature of its contents, we may justly regard the 
Epistle to the Hebrews as one of the most suitable 
means under God for bringing about the great work 
which still remains to. be performed by the Church 
of Christ, — ^the Conversion of the Jews. 

We are now led to inquire, — Is this Epistle 
inspired ? 

To this question we reply, first, that the Church 
of which we are members, following the judgment 
of the Church Universal, ascribes it to the Apostle 
St. Paul f , and although, if it be proved not to be 

* Heb. xii. 29. 

f The Church of England, in her Authorized Version, entitles 
it "The Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Hebrews;" and in 
her Book of Common Prayer, in the " Order for the Visitation 
of the Sick," she says, " St. Paul saith in the twelfth chapter to 
the Hebrews," and in her ** Form of Solemnization of Matri- 
mony," it is said " Marriage is commended of St. Paul to be 
honourable of all men ;" L e, in Hebrews xiii. 4. 
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his, its claims to Inspiration would not therefore be 
annulled: yet, if it be the work of that Apostle, 
then the arguments employed in our last Discourse, 
with respect to the Thirteen Epistles which bear his 
name, must be applied to this Epistle also ; and St. 
Peter, in acknowledging all St. Paul's Epistles to be 
ScripturCy as he does in the words of the Text, 
will have avouched its Inspiration by his Apostolic 
authority. 

Is, then, this Epistle St. Pautsf 

Some persons, as you are aware, and I believe we 
must say a majority of Biblical Critics in Germany 
at this day, answer the question in the negative *. 

St. Paul, they observe, was the Apostle of the 
Gentiles. He calls himself by that title. Could he, 
then, write to the Hebrews ? Since, also, St. Peter 
was the Apostle of the Circumcision, as St. Paul 
himself acknowledges!, would not St. Paul, by 
writing to the Hebrews, have invaded St. Peter's 
office ? And does not St. Paul, as well as St. Peter, 
covudemn those who are busy bodies and intrude where 
they ought not^:? Would he not thus have done 
what is censured not only by St. Peter but by 
himself? 

Besides. Look, they say, at the Epistle itself. 
St. Paul's Thirteen Epistles bear his name at their 
commencement ; but this to the Hebrews is anony- 

* See Credner, Einleitung in N. T. § 108—208. 

t Gal. ii. 8. 

J 2 Thess. iii. 11. 1 Pet. iv. 15, aXXorpiotTreVjcoTroi. 
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moiis. Would St. Paul, they inquire, have oiuitted 
here, what he took care to insert there ? Why this 
inconsistency ; especially when so important a point 
as the authorship of the Epistle was concerned ? 

Further, the tone and style of the Epistle, it is 
alleged, are not St. Paul's. In his genuine Epistles 
he speaks with authority, and rebukes with stern- 
ness. But, here, for the most part, the language is 
mild and subdued. Again, in his undisputed Epis- 
tles, he writes with impassioned fervour and ener- 
getic vigour, and his style is vehement and abrupt. 
As he himself says, he came " not with excellency of 
speech *, not with enticing words of meris wisdom^ 
and he says, he " is rude in speech^ yet not in know- 
ledge ^r But the diction of the Epistle to the He- 
brews is remarkable for its polished elegance. Its 
periods flow in soft and melodious cadences; its 
arguments are arranged with systematic exactness ; 
and the whole composition is like a laboured master- 
piece of a practised Rhetorician. 

Again, at the close of the Epistle we read, " / 
beseech you^ brethren^ suffer the word of exhortation ; 
for I have written to you a letter in few words if.'* 
The Author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, there- 
fore, describes that Epistle as a short one. But St. 
Pauly in his Epistle to the Galatians, says, " Ye see 
how large a letter I have written to you with mine 

* 1 Cor. ii. 1 ; iv. 13. f 2 Cor. xi. 6. 

X Heb. xiii. 22. 
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own hand^r St. Paul, then, calls that Epistle a 
long one. But the Epistle to the Hebrews is twice 
§.s long as that to the Galatians. How could the 
same person have called that to the Hebrews shorty 
and that to the Galatians long f and since St. Paul 
wrote that to the Gralatians, can the Author of that 
to the Hebrews be St. Paul % 

Further, still, it is said, the Eastern and Western 
Churches n(m receive the Epistle to the Hebrews 
as inspired, and as the work of St. Paul. But this 
was not always the case. In the second, third, and 
fourth centuries, (for we speak not now of the first 
century,) the Church of Rome\ did not acknow- 
ledge this Epistle as Canonical Scripture ; indeed, it 
was not till the fifth century that the Italian Church 
finally received it as an inspired Book, and as the 
work of that Apostle. 

Nor is this all. On this ground of the non-decep- 
tion of this book by the Church of Homey the 
Divines of that Church would persuade us that the 
Canon of the New Testament was not settled till 
the end of the fourth century or the beginning of 

* Gal. vi. 11. 

f It is omitted in the Canon Muratorianus (See Appendix A. 
No. VI.) ; rejected by Caius the Roman Presbyter, Euseb. vi. 20. 
See also Hieron. Cat. Script, v., and ad Dardan. p. 608. (See 
Appendix A. No. XIX. (k).) ad Esaiam iii. 6. torn. iii. p. 60 ; 
and tlie authorities in Routh, Reliquiae, iv. p. 26. Tertullian, 
however, though ascribing it to Barnabas, says that it is ** recep- 
tior apud Ecclesias " than the Pastor of Hermas. (de Pudic. 
c. 20.) 
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the fifth — that is, three hundred years after it was 
written. Therefore, they allege that Scripture can- 
not be the Rule of Faith ; and that it depends on 
the Church, (by which they mean the Church of 
Rome,) to decide what is Scripture and what is not, 
and that their present Church might eoen now de- 
clare a Book to be Scripture which has not hitherto 
been received as such. 

Hence, we perceive more clearly the importance 
of the question — Is the Epistle to the Hebrews the 
work of St. Paul? 

First, we reply. This letter was certainly written 
very early. It is quoted by Polycarp *, the disciple 
of St. John, and is imitated (as early Christian 
writers observed, and as examination proves) by St. 
Clement of Rome, the fellow-labourer of St. Paul f , 
in the Epistle which Clement wrote in the name of 
the Church of Rome, of which he was Bishop, to 
that of Corinth ; and which is still extant. 

Further, the Epistle to the Hebrews was written 
in St. Paul's lifetime. It speaks of the temple of 
Jerusalem as still standing; and of the temple 
worship as still going on X- And, though it warns the 

* Routh, Eccl. Opusc. p. 23. 

•f Euseb. iii. 38. Hieron. Script. Eccl. xv. The references 
to the parallel passages are placed side by side in Mr. Jacobson's 
edition of the Patres Apostolici, p. xi. ; and by Professor Stuart, 
i. 77. 94. ; and by Mr. Forster in his work on the Apostolical 
Authority of the Epistle to the Hebrews, Sect. xiii. 

X Theophyl. Arg. Epist. ad Hebr. 6 vaoQ en avyeiarriKu, 
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Church of the doom hanging over Jerusalem, ^^ye 
see the Day approaching * " yet it is clear from it that 
the war waged against Jerusalem by Vespasian and 
Titus had not yet commenced. 

Now, this war began in the reign of Nero, and 
St. Paul was martyred in the last year of that 
emperor f; therefore, St. Paul was alive when the 
Epistle was written. Since, also, the writer pro- 
mises to visit the Hebrews, in company with 
Timothy, " Know ye that our brother Timothy is set 
at liberty^ with whom^ if he come shorUy^ I mil see 
you X f it would seem that it was written before St. 
Paul had placed Timothy as Bishop, at Ephesus, 
which was in the year of our Lord LXIV., two 
years after his own liberation from his first imprison- 
ment at Rome, with which the history of the Acts 
of the Apostles ends; and four years before his 
second imprisonment and martyrdom, in the same 
city. 

This mention of " Timothy our brother^ with whom 
I mil see you^^ has been thought by some, among 
whom it is enough to mention the learned Bp. 
Pearson J, to be sufficient to identify the author 



* Heb. X. 25. 

f See the authorities quoted by Bp. Pearson, Annales Paulini, 
A.D. Lxi. — Lxvii., and Mr. Clinton's Fasti Roinani, pp. 44 — 48. 

X Heb. xiii. 23. 

§ Opuscula Posthuma, 1. c. viii. p. 59. " Vel ille unicus ver- 
siculus, Cognoscite fratrem nostrum Timotheum dimissum^ &c. satis 
mihi probat earn Epistolam a Paulo scriptam esse. Neque enim 
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with St. Paul. For St. Paul often joins Timothy 
with himself in the addresses of his Epistles*. 
St. Paul called Timothy his work-fellow f , and three 
times his brother X ; and St. Timothy is not so styled 
by any other writer of Holy Scripture. 

Besides, there was something very appropriate in 
his being called " our brother, or the brother", by St. 
Pauly writing to the Hebrews. For Timothy was 
the son of a Jewess; and St, Paul had shown his 
charitable condescension to the Hebrew Christians 
in his particular case. ^^ Him^^ — that is, Timothy, 
we read in the Acts of the Apostles — " would Pavl 
have to go forth with him; and took and circumcised 
him (not from any opinion of the necessity of cir- 
cumcision at that time^ but from charity $) became of 
the Jews which were in those quarters ; for they knew 
aU that his father was a Greek ||." 

At the same time, by now calling him his own 
brother and theirs, he may be supposed to remind 
the Hebrews, that in Christ Jesus " there is no dif- 



Barnabae, neque Clementi, neque Lucae ea verba tribui possunt, 
tanquam ab eorum aliquo de Tiniotheo scripta. Cui si adjunxeris 
testimonium ex secunda Petri Epistola (2 Pet. iii. 16) a nobis jam 
allatum, non video quomodo quisquam negare possit eam Episto- 
lam esse Pauli, nisi putet de ea re semper dubitandum esse de 
qua quispiam aliquando dubitaverit." 

♦ Phil. i. 1. 1 Thess. i. 1. 2 Thess. i. 1. 

t Rom. xvi. 21. J 2 Cor. i. 1. Col. i. 1. Philem. 1. 

§ See S. Augustine's Correspondence with S. Jerome on this 
subject. Epist. xxviii. xl. Ixxii. Ixxv. Ixxxi. Ixxxii. ed. Bened. 

II Acts xvi. 3. 
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ference between the Jew and the Greek* T but that 
they are all brethren. 

The expression " Timothy our brother^' to say 
the least, suggests St. Paul as the author of the 
Epistle. 

Let us be allowed, for argument's sake, to suppose 
that it was written by St. Paul; and let us see 
whether on this hypothesis the phenomena of the 
Epistle, if we may so call them, may be accounted 
for, and the diflSculties of which we have spoken, 
as raised against this supposition, may be solved. 

First, then, as to the alleged impropriety of St. 
Paul writing to the Hebrews. St. Peter, it is true, 
was the Apostle of the Circumcision ; and St. Paul, 
of the Gentiles. But this did not exclude the one 
or the other from the care of any part of the Church. 
Christ's commission to the Apostles was : " Go ye 
into all the World ; preach the Gospel to every Crea- 
ture \'' Hence, as St. Peter, the Apostle of the 
Jews, was the first to win Gentiles \ to the Church, so 
St. Paul, the Apostle of the Gentiles, never ceased 
to labour for the salvation of the Jews. 

St. Paul, we say, was the Apostle of all men. 
He had the care of all the Churches. ^' He made 
himself the Servant of all, that he might gain the more; 
to the Jews, he became as a Jew ; to them that are 
without the law, he made himself as without the law ; 



♦ Rom. X. 12. f Mark xvi. 15. 

X Acts X. 44, 45.. 
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he made himself aM things to all men^ that he might by 
all means save some *." 

Specially was he anxious for the good of the seed 
of Abraham, for they were his own Kinsmen accord- 
ing to the flesh. '' I am a Hebrew of the Hebrews f .*' 
" Are they Hebrews?'^ he exclaims, "^o am I. Are they 
Israelites? so am L Are they the Seed of Abraham? 
so am IX'' Therefore he says; ''Brethreny my 
hearts desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that 
they may be saved ^P "/ have great heaviness and 
continual sorrow in my heart . . .for my brethren^ 
my Kinsmen according to the flesh ||." And, if such 
was his affection for all the seed of Abraham, how 
much more for those among them who were endeared 
to him by fellow-membership in the body of Christ? 
He had made collections in all parts of Europe for 
the relief of the bodily wants of " the Saints at Jerw- 
salem ^ ;" how much more would he take care to 
provide for their souls f 

Besides : as no one was more zealous than St. Paul 
to promote the salvation of his own Kindred, so no 
one was more capable of doing so. He was "« 
Pharisee^ the son of a Pharisee ** ;" had been brought 
up at Jerusalem, ''at the feet of Gamaliel^ and taught 
according to the perfect manner of the law of the 
fathers f f ;" and " after the straitest sect of their reU^ 

* 1 Cor. ix. 19—22. f Phil. iii. 5. 

X 2 Cor. xi. 22. § Rom. x. 1. 

II Rom. ix. 2. ^ Ibid. xv. 25. Acts xxiv. 17. 

♦* Acts xxiii. 6. -f-f Acts xxii. 3. 
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gion he had lived a Pharisee *." He was, therefore, 
eminently qualified to reason with those of his own 
nation on the true nature and end of the Mosaic 
Law ; in a word, to handle all those subjects, which 
are treated with so much learning, eloquence, and 
wisdom, in the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

Upon the whole, so fer is it from being the fact 
that there is any real ground for surprise that St. 
Paul should have written to the Hebrews^ that we 
should, on the contrary, rather be disposed to expect 
that he wmtM have written to them, and to feel 
astonishment if he had not done so. 

Let us now open the Epistle f. The thirteen 
other Epistles commence with St. Paul's name ; 
which occurs nowhere in this. But what then ? Is 
it not therefore St. Paul's. 

St. Paul had good reasons for prefianng his name 
to them ; might there not be equally good reasons 
for his name being withheld here ? He prefixed it 
where it is prefixed, in order to assure those who 
received the Epistles, that they came from him ; and 
to call their attention to what he, an Apostle of 
Christ, had to say. 

Besides; these Epistles, be it observed, were 

* Acts xxvi. 5. 

-f- S. Chrysostom has discussed this part of the question in a 
very successful manner in his Introduction to the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, iv. pp. 427 — 430. ed. Savile. See also the prefaces 
of Theodoret, iii. p. 541 — 3. ed. Hal. 1771, and Theophylact, ii. 
647. ed. Bened., who take the same view. 

p2 
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written to Gentiles ; and forasmuch as he was the 
Apostle of the Gentiles, he magnified his office*, and 
claimed to be heard by them in virtue of it. But 
let us consider whether his circumstances, in address- 
ing the Hebrews, were not very different from those 
under which he wrote to the Gentiles. It is true, 
indeed, that it was necessary that the person from 
whom the Epistle came should not be unknown, 
in order that its reception might be ensured. And 
they whom the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
desired to assure of the fact, knew well the hand from 
which that Epistle came. This is quite clear 
from the words in the Epistle, " Pray for tcs, that I 
may he restored to you f ;" " Know ye that our brother 
Timothy is set at liberty, vjith whom, if he comes 
shortly, I mil see you I ." 

These expressions, I say, prove that they to whom 
the Epistle was sent in the first instance, knew from 
whom it came; and, doubtless, the bearer of the 
Epistle informed them by whom he was sent. 

We shall see in the sequel that there was another, 
and, as 1 think, sure criterion in the letter itself, by 
which they might know whose it was. 

Besides ; it is quite certain that this Epistle would 
never have been read as Scripture in the Church of 
Jerusalem, and in all the Eastern Churches, as we 
know it was from the days § of St. Paul, unless the 

* Rom. xi. 13. t Heb. xiii. 18, 19. J Ibid. 23. 

§ Theodoret. Arg. in Epist. ad Hebr. speaks of its being read 
in the churches from the Apostolic times. eE ov riov uwotrToXi' 
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Bishops and Presbyters of these Churches had known, 
not only who its author was, but that he was inspired 
by God. 

It is clear, therefore, that the name of the writer 
was withheld, not from any view of entire secrecy, 
much less for any clandestine or surreptitious purpose ; 
and that the author was well-known to \i\^ friends^ 
and could be known by all who might enquire of 
them. 

But this Epistle, be it observed, was intended, not 
only for friends^ but for lukewarm waverers, for 
Judaizing Christians, and for unchristianized Jews, — 
that is, for false brethren and for inveterate foes * . 

To Judaizing Christians St. Paid's name was 
especially odious, on account of the bold and un- 
compromising manner in which, (as is recorded in 
the second chapter of the Epistle to the Galatians,) 
he had acted at Antioch, when he rebuked St Peter 
openly to hisface^ for abstaining from eating with the 
Gentile converts, for fear of those of the Circum- 
cision, who came down from Jerusalem; many of 
whom desired to be both Jews and Christians, but 
were in fact neither Jews nor Christians. 

By the unconverted Jews St. Paul was abhorred 



Kii)v ypafifjLaTiov al tov Qeov iJieri\a')(oi' eKKXrftriai, He quotes 
Eusebius, saying, that ** all the ancients acknowledged it to be 
St. Paul's :'* and says that the Arians had then begun to ques- 
tion its genuineness, on account of the testimony it gives to the 
Divinity of our Blessed Lord. 

* See Gal. v. 11. Rom. xv. 31. Acts xxi. 27. 
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as a renegade. The last time we hear of his being 
at Jerusalem, more than forty of them had banded 
themselves together under an oath, that they would 
** neither eat n(yr drink till they had killed Paul'^r 
" Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save 
one-f" Now what feelings, my brethren, would 
have been excited in their breasts by the name of 
St. Paul ! They would have recoiled from it with 
scorn and execration. The sight or the sound of it 
would at once have deterred them from reading or 
hearing the Epistle to which it was prefixed. Thus, 
in their case, the prefixing of the name to the Epistle 
would hsiwe fnistrated the very purpose for which the 
Epistle was vn'itten. 

St. Paul had been taught by Christ that the time 
would come when " men woidd hate His Disciples^ 
and cast out their name as evilX'' He had learnt 
also from Christ not to cast his pearls before swine ; 
and to Ufiite the wisdom of the serpent with the harm- 
lessness of the dove. Christ displayed by His own 
example what He taught by precept ; He witnessed 
a good confession before Pontius Pilate §. But when, 
on one occasion, the men of His own city, Nazareth, 
had sought to throw Him down from the brow of the 
hill on which their city was built, Jesus, passing 
" through the midst of them^ went His way ||." And 



* Acts xxiii. 12. f 2 Cor. xi. 24. 

X Luke vi. 22. §.1 Tim. vi. 13. 

II Luke iv. 29, 30. 
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" when, at another time, the Jews took up stones to cast 
at Him^ He hid Himself^ and went out of the Temple^ 
going through the midst of them^ and so passed by *." 

On many occasions. He charged the spectators of 
his merciful and mighty works not to make Ilim 
known f, lest they might prematurely provoke the 
jealousy and malice of His enemies. He would not 
throw any stumblingblock in their way ; He would 
deliver them, as far as He was concerned, from all 
temptations to sin. 

So St. Paul ; he shrunk from no necessary avowal 
of the truth, but he would not gratuitously excite 
the least prejudice ; be courted no unnecessary perils ; 
and, in a spirit of holy prudence and divine charity, 
did all in his power to make Truth acceptable and 
attractive, even to its worst foes. 

His language was, ^^ Let no man put a stumbling 
block in another's way X'' " Give none offence^ neither 
to the Jews^ nor to the Gentiles^ nor to the Church of 
God ^." " Give no offence in anything^ that the Ministry 
be not blamed ||." 

On the one hand, he would make no compromise 
with error ; on the other, he would sacrifice himself 
for the erring. 

He knew that the Cross " was a stumblingblock to 
the Jews^ and foolishness to the Greeks ^ ;" but yet 

* John viii. 59. 

t Matt. ix. 30. xii. 16. Mark v. 43 ; xii. 36. 

X Rom. xiv. 13. § 1 Cor. x. 32. 

II 2 Cor. vi. 3. H 1 Cor. i. 23. 
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he would glory in the Cross cUone^ and would know 
nothi7ig but Christy and Him crticijied* ; he would 
affirm that the offence of the Cross shotdd never cease f ; 
And why ? Because men could not be saved without 
it. But he would be content " never to eat flesh as 
long as the world stood^ if his meat made his brother to 
offend Xr 

He would not, therefore, withhold his Name where 
his Name was necessary. Nay, he would seal his 
testimony to the truth, not only with his Name, but 
with his blood. But he would not obtrude his Name 
where it was likely to provoke hatred and other sinful 
passions, and to repel any from those saving truths 
which he had been commanded by Christ to preach. 

On the whole, then, there were very good reasons 
why St. Paul, supposing him to have been the author 
of this Epistle, should not have prefixed his name 
to it. And, since these reasons do not apply with 
anything like the same force to any one else that 
they do to St. Paul, therefore, the very non-appear- 
ance of the Author's name in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, instead of diminishing, does in fact increase 
the probability, that its author is St. Paul f . 

Let us pause here for the present, and let me 
reserve the further observations which are to be made 
on this subject to the next Discourse. 

* 1 Cor. ii. 2. t Gal. v. 11. % \ Cor. viii. 13. 

§ See this argument very well stated by the African Bishop, 
Primasius, in the Appendix H to this Volume. 
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2 Pet. iii. 15, 16. 



" Even as our beloved brother Paul according to the wisdom given 
unto him hath written unto you ; as also in all his epistles^ 
speaking in them of these things ; in which are some things hard 
to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable 
wrest, as they do also the other Scriptures, unto their own 
destruction,^* 

We pass now to another point, — the tone and style 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

It is true that the writer does not speak in the 
same authoritative language as is employed by St. 
Paul in his Epistles. He exhorts and implores, 
rather than rebukes and commands. But is not this 
precisely what might have been expected from St. 
Paid addressing the Jews? They required to be 
treated with the greatest delicacy and circumspection, 
especially by him. Some of the Jewish Christians^ too, 
might resent the interference of any other teacher 
than St. Peter or St. James, on the ground that they 
were committed to their charge. 

In order, as it seems, to obviate this objection, the 
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Author of the Epistle to the Hebrews does not write 
to the Rulers of the Jewish Church ; and he incul- 
cates very strongly on the Hebrews, more than once, 
the duty of obedience to their Rulers * ; thus inti- 
mating that he wrote with their sanction, perhaps 
at their request. 

Others, who might be aware that the Epistle was 
from St. Paul, might scorn the exhortations of one 
who had been notorious at Jerusalem 2^0, persecutor ■\ 
and injurious^ and had been instrumental in shedding 
the blood of the first Christian Martyr, St. Stephen, 
among those to whom he now addressed an Epistle, 
in behalf of the faith which he had caused others to 
blaspheme. 

Can it be wondered at, that St. Paul, writing under 
such circumstances, should speak in a tone of mild- 
ness? The remembrance of his own past life in 
Jerusalem must have inspired him with a spirit of 
forbearance and gentleness. Perhaps, no more diffi- 
cult task can be imagined, — ^none requiring more 
delicacy and tenderness, — than that which was to be 
performed by a person in the situation of St. Paul 
writing to the Hebrews. 

Next, as to the alleged discrepancy in the ex- 
pressions to the Galatians and to the Hebrews. 

In the last chapter of the Epistle to the Galatians, 
St. Paul says, " Ye see how large a letter I have 
written to you with mine own hand'' At the close 

♦ Heb. xiii. 7. 17. See also 24. + 1 Tim. i. 13. 
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of the Epistle to the Hebrews, the Author says, 
" Suffer the Word of exhortation, for I have written 
to you a letter in few words *." Can, then, it is asked, 
the Author to the Hebrews be St. Paul ? 

To this we reply. This discrepancy is imaginary. 
As was observed in a previous Discourse f , the Epistle 
to the Galatians is the only one which St. Paul 
wrote with his own hand %. The rest were dictated 
by him to an amanuensis; and subscribed with a 
salutation at the end in his own hand. " The saluta- 
tion by the hand of me Paul ; which is the token in 
every EpisUe. So I write J." 

The Epistle, then, to the Galatians, though com- 
paratively a short one, was a long one for St. Paul 
to write with his own hand ; and the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, though comparatively a long one, was a 
short one for him to dictate to another. 

Let us now consider the objection from alleged 
discrepancy of style between the Epistle to the 
Hebrews and the acknowledged Epistles of St. 
Paul. 

It cannot be denied that the Epistle to the 
Hebrews is eminently distinguished among all the 
books of the New Testament for the purity and 
elegance of its language, the graceful flow of its 
periods, the skilful disposition of its parts, and the 
oratorical treatment of the subject. 

This did not escape the notice of ancient Chris- 

♦ Heb. xiii. 22. f Lecture VII. p. 170. + Gal. iv. 11. 
§ 2 Thess. iii. 17. 
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tian Critics, especially, as we shall see in the sequel, 
that of the learned Origen, who, maintaining that 
the Epistle is due to St. Paul, conjectured that, while 
the svhstance of the Epistle to the Hebrews is St. 
Paul's, the diction might, perhaps, be the work 
of some other person, whom the Apostle employed 
to clothe his sentiments in words. 

This hypothesis is ingenious, and, if admitted, 
would not ajfltect the Canonical authority of the 
Epistle. We know from Scripture, that the Holy 
Spirit has been pleased to operate in Interpretation * 
of tongues, as well as in original dictation ; and to 
show His power not only in inspiring the heart and 
guiding the hand of one and the same man, but also, 
if we may so speak, in making one man's mouth the 
organ of another's heart ; and it would be enough 
for us to know that St. Paul had approved the 
Epistle to the Hebrews as expressing his own mindy 
and that it had been delivered by him to the 
Church, and from him received by her as his. 

It may here be remarked, that there is a very 
great discrepancy of style between the first and 
second Epistles of St Peter ; and that the Origen 
of the Western Church, 1 mean St. Jerome, led 
perhaps by Origen's hypothesis concerning the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, endeavoured to account for 
this discrepancy, by saying that St. Peter had em- 
ployed two different Interpreters or Secretaries for 
the composition of his two Epistles. 
* 1 Cor. xii. 10. 
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Let me, also, observe, that there is a very marked 
difference of style between the Apocalypse and St. 
John's Gospel and Epistles. 

This, too, attracted attention in ancient times ; it 
was the subject of a special dissertation from the 
pen of one of the most celebrated of Origen's 
scholars, Dionysius, Bishop of Alexandria*, who, 
while he asserted in strong terms the Inspiration of 
the Apocalypse, expressed some doubt as to its being 
the work of St. John f . 

Thus, we see, that in the New Testament there 
are three different writings, commonly ascribed by 
us to three Apostles, St. Paul, St. Peter, and St. 
John, respectively, on the ground of a great deal 
of external and also of internal testimony, and yet 
differing in style from their acknowledged writings, 
and on the strength of that difference, certain critics 
of eminence, as I have said, have been inclined to 
withdraw^ either partially or entirely, these writings 
from these three Apostles. In two of these three 
cases, the genuineness of the words alone, and in 
the third case, the genuineness of the words and 
svhstance has been questioned. 

If, now, it can be shown that, notwithstanding 
this discrepancy of style, (me of these three writings 
does really belong wholly and solely to the Apostle 
whose claim to its authorship is questioned, not only 

* Euseb. vii. 25. 

f See Lardner, Credibility, i. 634. sqq. 
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would that claim be established, but we should also 
have advanced far towards getting rid of the argu- 
ment from discrepancy of style against the substan- 
tial and verbal genuineness of the other two. 

Now, this may be shown, as it appears to me, boili 
with respect to the Epistle of St. Peter, and the 
Epistle to the Hebrews. 

The language of the Autlior of the second 
Epistle, generally ascribed to St. Peter, seems alto- 
gether to forbid the supposition, that the words of 
that Epistle did not come from the same person as 
the idecLs. He says expressly, " This Second EpisUe^ 
beloved^ I now write unto ^ow*," just as it said in 
the first Epistle, " By Silvanus^ a faithful brother^ as 
I suppose^ I have written f ;" in both cases this word 
implies, I apprehend verbal authorship. If this be 
so, I would go on to observe, that the case of dis- 
crepancy of style between St. Peter's two Epistlee, 
is much more striking than that of discrepancy 
between the Epistle to the Hebrews and St. PavEs 
acknowledged Epistles. 

For both St. Peter's Epistles (as appears from the 
first verse of the third chapter of the second Epistle) 
were addressed to the same persons at nearly the 
sam£ time ; whereas, St. Paul's acknowledged Epis- 
tles are all written to one class of persons, and the 
Epistle to the Hebrews^ to another class; and the 
parallel between his case and St. Peter's would only 

* Tavrr}v ^Siy ^evripay vfiiv ypa^u; e7rnrTo\7iy, 2 Pet. iii. 1. 
f eypaypa. 1 Pet. v. 12. 
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hold, if we had an undoubted Epistle of St Paid 
to the Hebrews ; and even then, supposing that dif- 
fered from our Epistle, the discrepancy between St. 
Peter's two Epistles, written at the same time to the 
same parties, would make us hesitate before we 
questioned the genuineness of our Epistle, on the 
ground of style alone. 

We will not dwell longer on the argument from 
St. Peter's Epistle; for the case of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews may well stand by itself: and we now 
proceed to observe, that so far from being surprised 
at discrepancy between an Epistle written to Hebrew 
Christians, and Epistles written to Gentile Christians, 
we ought rather to ea^pect a discrepancy ; and it may 
also be affirmed, that there is not a greater difference 
of style between the Epistle to the Hebrews, and 
some of the acknowledged Epistles of St. Paul, for 
example, those to the Ephesians and Colossians, 
than there is between these two Epistles and other 
acknowledged Epistles of St. Paul; for instance, 
that to the Gdatians. 

For this and for other reasons, considering St. 
Paul merely as an ordinary writer, we would mainr 
tain, that the objection on the ground of style to the 
genuineness of the Epistle to the Hebrews, is of 
little value. 

Authors uninspired can write, and do write, in 
different styles on diifferent occasions, just as great 
Masters paint in different manners. Not to multi- 
ply instances, let me refer only to the writings of a 
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celebrated Christian Father, St. Cyprian. The 
Epistle to Donatus, which is found in his works, is 
written in a florid and exuberant style, totally dif- 
ferent from that of his other writings, so that a critic 
who would decide from style, would immediately 
pronounce, that it is not his. 

Yet his fellow-countryman, St. Augustine, assures 
us of its genuineness ; and speaks thus of it, " St. 
Cyprian, by writing once in this style, showed us 
that he could write thus if he chose to do so ; but 
by not writing in this style more than once, he also 
proved that he did not choose to do, what he had 
shown that he could do *." 

Now, we are speaking, be it observed, not of bad- 
ness or goodness of style, but simply of difference of 
style. St. Cyprian, we see, wrote very differently in 
one work from what he did in all his other works ; 
and who will say that what St Cyprian cmdd^ St 
Paid could not do ? 

What, now, is the peculiarity in style of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews? 

It is, as Origen expresses it, its Grecian composi- 
tion f . But St. Paul was bom and bred in a learned 
Grecian Colony, and, in his Epistles, he shows his 
familiarity X with Greek Poets, and by certain parts 
of certain of his Epistles, he has proved that it was 
by choice and design that he did not write in the 
polished language of his Greek and Asiatic con- 

* S. Aug. de Doct. Christ, iv. 31. f Euseb vi. 25. 

X Tit. i. 12. Acts xvii. 28. 1 Cor. xv. 33. 
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temporaries, and that he could have written, as they 
did, if he had thought fit to do so. 

That the Apostle St. Paul would think fit to 
do what was most conducive to the end in view, 
may be reasonably assumed. And the style in 
which the Epistle to the Hebrews is written, was 
the best suited for the purpose of the Epistle. This 
may be inferred from the excellence of the work, 
proving the wisdom of its author, whoever the 
writer may be. The need of the style used is 
proved by the fact of its use. And, therefore, we 
may conclude that St. Paul would have used it as 
being the best suited for the purpose. 

But you may say, whi/ did he not therefore write 
in this style in his other Epistles ? 

We reply, — To the Corinthians and to the Greeks 
generally, it is true, who idolized human eloquence, 
his preaching was " not with ea^cellency of speech nor 
with enticing words of man's msdom^ but in demon- 
stration of the Spirit and of power" in order, as he 
himself says, that their faith " shoidd not stand in the 
wisdom ofmen^ but in the power of God ^'' No one 
should say that he had ministered excitement to their 
itching ears, and had fascinated them by Rhetoric. 
No one should say that, like a Greek retailer f , he 
had adulterated the pure Gospel to suit their corrupt 
taste. The Apostle, therefore, abstained from 

* 1 Cor. ii. 1. 6. 

•j" JcaTTijXoc. oh yap ifffxev wq ol iroXKoi, KairriXivovTeSt k, r. X. 
See Bentley's admirable Sermon on this text, 2 Cor. ii. 17. 

Q 
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writing to them in a polished style. He would win 
them to the faith by solecisms. 

But the Hebrews were a very different audience. 
Their Septuagint Version was full of exotic words 
and barbarous idioms. They could not be spoilt by 
the graces of a polished style. There was no danger 
of it being said of them that they had been charmed 
into Christianity by eloquence. And by writing to 
them in the style in which the Epistle to the 
Hebrews is written, St. Paul would prove to the 
world that he had not written in a similar style to 
his Greek and Asiatic Gentile converts, not because 
he was unable, but because he was unwilling to 
do so. 

The Greeks, then, in reading, as they would do, 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, would learn the reasons 
for which St. Paul wxote to Greeks, for the most 
part, as he did ; they would thence derive a higher 
opinion of St. Paul's character, and of the truths 
which he taught ; and the Hebrews, in turning to 
St. Paul's Epistles to the Gentiles, would rejoice to 
find in them the fervour and the force of their own 
Prophets, and they would thence learn to value the 
more what St. Paul wrote to themselves. 

Thus, we say, St. Paul, in being as it were a 
Hebrew to the Greeks, and a Greek to the Hebrews, 
would have served the cause of both. 

The question, therefore, returns: Could he have 
written in the style, in which the Epistle to the 
Hebrews is written ? We have already stated his 
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natural qualifications for doing so, and have endea- 
voured to show that the Hebrew tone, if we may so 
call it, of his Epistles to Greek and Asiatic Churches, 
by no means diminishes the probability that he 
could or would write in a Greek tone to the 
Hebrews. 

There were many reasons, as we have shown, why 
St. Paul should write to the Hebrews ; and such 
being the case, it may well be supposed, that what- 
ever he required, beyond his natural qualifications, 
to enable him to write in the style in which the 
Epistle to the Hebrews is written, would be supplied 
to the Apostle by the Divine Spirit, Who with the 
gift of Tongues gave also the power of using them 
in divers manners, according to the exigencies of 
the case. " For aU these worketh that one and self- 
same Spirit^ dividing to every man severally as He 
wiU*r 

On the whole, then, it does not appear to be so 
reasonable to infer a difference of authorship, — 
either in words or ideas, from a discrepancy of style 
between the Epistle to the Hebrews and some of St. 
Paul's Epistles, as to conclude from the discrepancy 
of style, that there was an adequate reason in the 
circumstances of the case for such discrepancy, and 
to recognize the wisdom of the Apostle and of the 
Divine Spirit, by which He was guided in the 
choice of means best suited to the nature of the 
ends. 

* 1 Cor, xii. 11. 

q2 
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The principle of this observation, may, I think, 
be applied to the Second Epistle of St. Peter and 
the Apocalypse ; but on these, more may be said on 
another occasion, and we return to the Epistle to 
the Hebrews and say, that though the discrepancy 
of style which subsists between it and St. Paul's 
acknowledged Epistles, does not affect its genuine- 
ness, yet, that if it be genuine, we may well expect 
to find a certain similarity of mind and manner 
between it and his undoubted Epistles. And this 
similarity we do find in fact. 

A very marked resemblance there is in the use of 
particular words and phrases, of which there are 
very many which are found in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, and in the acknowledged writings of St. 
Paul, and in no other books of the New Testament. 

Of this fact abundant evidence has been given 
by Mr. Forster in his elaborate work on the Apos- 
tolical Authority of the Epistle to the Hebrews *. 

It may be mentioned, by way of illustration here, 
that the insignificant particle re affords a remarkable 
specimen of this verbal coincidence. This con- 
venient conjunction is, I believe, never or scarcely 
ever used by St. Peter, nor by his disciple St. Mark ; 
it is not used more than ten times by all the other 
writers in the New Testament, except St. Luke and 
his companion and master St. Paul, by whom toge- 
ther it is used about 180 times; and it is very often 
used in the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

* London, 1838. Sections i. — iv. 
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The verbal and idiomatic coincidences between 
St. Paul's Epistles and the Epistle to the Hebrews 
have been fully displayed in the admirable work to 
which I have just referred ; and I proceed to add a 
few words on the similarity of mind and manner 
in the one and the other. 

A former Master of one of our Colleges, one of 
our greatest Divines, Dr. Barrow, has the following 
just remark at the commencement of one of his 
Sermons * : " It is," he says, " the manner of St. Paul 
in his Epistles, after that he hath discussed some 
main points of doctrine or discipline^ to propose 
several good advices and rules, in the observance 
whereof the life of Christian practice doth consist. 
So that he thereby hath furnished us with so rich a 
variety of moral and spiritual precepts concerning 
special matters, subordinate to the general Rules of 
Piety and Virtue, that out of them might well be 
compiled a body of Ethics, or system of precepts, de 
officiis^ in truth and completeness far excelling those 
which any philosophy hath been able to devise or 
deliver. These he rangeth not in any formal method, 
nor linketh together with strict connexion, but freely 
scattereth them so as from his mind (as out of a 
fertile soil impregnated with all seeds of wisdom and 
goodness) they did haply spring up, or as they were 
suggested by that Holy Spirit, Which continually 
guided and governed him." 

* Serm. vi. On the duty of Prayer, i. p. 69, ed. 1683. 
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Such are the words of Dr. Barrow. For an 
example of this truth, it may suffice to refer to the 
eihicd conclusion of St. Paul's great dogmatic Epistle, 
the Epistle to the Romans. At the close of its 
eleventh chapter, he passes from the region of spiritual 
doctrine, and (to adopt Dr. Barrow's figure) begins 
to sow the precepts of moral practice. He scatters 
the seed thickly, and, as some would say, almost at 
random. 

Now, if we turn to the close of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews^ we find precisely the same thing. At the 
close of the twelfth chapter, the author passes from 
doctrine to practice ; the seed sown here is very much 
the same as in the Epistle to the Romans, and the 
manner of sowing is the same. The latter parts of 
these two Epistles are like two gardens cultivated by 
one hand. That hand, I believe, was St. Paul's. 

Let me notice a peculiar characteristic in them 
both. You remember, in the Epistle to the Romans, 
the verse, '^ Let love be without dissimulation^ abhor 
that which is evil, cleave to that which is good* J' As 
these words stand in English, there is nothing remark- 
able in their construction. But the construction of 
the original is very remarkable : h ayairfi awiroKpirog* 
aTToaTvyovvTig to Troviypov, icoXX(u/u€ voi to) ayaOt^. Here 

we have two nominative absolutes, and what is still 
more remarkable, a noun feminine nominative absolute^ 
{n dyavr} avviroKf^irog) branching out Suddenly into a 
participle mascidine nominative absolute (icoXXw^uevoe 
* English Version, xii. 9. 
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Tf^ ayaO^). If I mistake not, another instance of this 
construction cannot be found in the New Testa- 
ment, except in one place. And that place is the 
parallel practical portion to which we have just ad- 
verted, at the close of the Epistle to the Hebrews *. 

There we read, " Let your conversation be mthout 
covetoicsness, and be ye content with such things as ye 
haver The original here is, a^iXapyupoc o rpoTroc, 
apKovfABvoi Toig irapovaiv. 

This remarkable construction, let it also be ob- 
served, has this peculiar value, that it seems to point 
to the Apostle St. Paul as the Author of the language 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews, in which it is found, 
while the whole Chapter identifies him with the sub- 
stance. Nor is this all. If we turn back to the 
Romans, we find that the precept, being joined on as 
it were by stalks and branches with other similar pre- 
cepts, has its root^ if I may so say, in a teM of Holy 
Scripture^ — " For it is written^ Vengeance is mine^ I 
will repay ^ saith the Lord f ." So the precept in the 
Hebrews. " Be content with such things as ye have^ 
for He hath said, I will n£ver leave thee myr forsake 
theer 

Not only, therefore, is the seed sown, and the 
manner of sowing, in the Epistle to the Hebrews very 
like that of St. Paul, in his known Epistles; but 
there is a mode, — ^an unique mode, may I call it, — of 
grafting, also, in the one and the other ; whence we 
infer, that, of the Hebrews also the Apostle St. Paul 

* Heb. xiii. 5. f Rom. xii. 19. 
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might have said, " Ye are God's husbandry ; we are 
hhourers together with him : I have planted, I have 
watered, and God hath given the increase *." 

Before we quit the argument from internal evidence 
let me invite your attention to certain other points 
in the Epistle which seem to identify the author with 
St. Paul. 

The writer says, at the commencement, "6^orf, Who 
spake in times past to our fathers f ;" and he cites 
numberless passages from the Old Testament ; but in 
no one case does he cite them as written, but always 
as spoken. This, as is known, is the way in which 
Jews writing to Jews quote Scripture :[:. The author, 
therefore, was of Jewish extraction, as St. Paul was. 

I have already spoken of his reference to his 
brother Timothy. The author speaks of his bonds §. 
St. Paul wasjn prisons frequently, in deaths oft ||- 
The author says that he will shortly visit them. St. 
Paul, we know, was just set at liberty when this 
Epistle appears to have been written. The author 
says, " They of Italy salute you ^." St. Paul was in 

♦ 1 Cor. iii. 9. 6. f Heb. i. 1. 

]; St. Matthew, for instance, always introduces his quotations as 
said. See Townson's works, i. 101. 

§ Heb. X. 34. If BecrfioiQ is the true reading, which is most 
probable. 

II 2 Cor. xi. 23. 

^ This, after all that has been said to the contrary, seems to 
be the true translation of ol aw 'IraX/ac; like "Pastor ab Am- 
phryso." The other version (" They who are come from Italy,") 
gives no very intelligible idea: ypd<pei tyiv kinaToKriv airo 'Ira- 
Xiac> says Theophylact. 
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Italy at the time this letter appears to have been 
sent ; and he wrote several Epistles there. The writer 
promises to visit those to whom he writes, and desires 
their prayers, that he may be restored to them. 
This St. Paul does frequently. The author declares 
that he " trusts he has a good conscience *;" this is 
St. Paul's usual language also f . 

But what I would here specially observe is this. 
St. Paul, it is true, has prefixed his name to thirteen 
of his Epistles; and thus he has given us one criterion 
whereby we may be assured of their genuineness; 
and this initial guarantee does not appear in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews; and we have endeavoured 
to account for its absence. 

But let me now remind you, that there was another 
token by which St. Paul avouched his own Epistles ; 
not an initial but s, final one ; I meai^ his Apostolic 
salutation at the close of his Epistles. The salutation 
of Paid with mine own hand ; which is the token in 
every EpisUe, so I write |. 

Now, it may be asked, in what did this salutation 
consist? If we examine the thirteen Epistles, to 
which the name of St. Paul is prefixed, we find that, 
near or at their conclusion, they all contain the words, 
" The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you^^ 
or some equivalent expression ; and St. Paul himself 
indicates that this is what he means by the salutation 



♦ Heb. xiii. 18. 

t Acts xxiii. 1 ; xxiv. 16. 2 Cor. i. 12. 2 Tim. i, 3. 

X 2 Thess. iii. 17. 1 Cor. xvi. 21. Col. iv. 18. 
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of me Paul ;" for, in the passage which I have just 
quoted, he says, " The salutation of Paul with mine otvn 
hand^ which is the token in every Epistle : so I write ;" 
and then he adds immediately, " The Grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you alir These words, 
then, ^Hhe Grace of our Lord Jesus Christy' were St. 
Paul's salutation, written by his own hand. This, I 
conceive, was the token by which all his Epistles 
were to be known. 

What I would further remark here is, that this 
salutation, found at the close of every one of St. 
Paul's Epistles, is not found in any one of the Epistles 
of any other Apostle, written in St. Paul's lifetime. 
But it is used in the last book of the New Testament, 
the Apocalypse, and also, we may add, by St. Clement 
of Rome: so that it was not only adopted by St. 
Paul as his owi peculiar badge and cognizance, but, 
being known by others to be so, it was reserved to 
him by his brethren, and, as far as we know, was not 
used by any other Apostle in any letter during St. 
Paul's life ; although it was used by others very soon 
after his death, and has now become the ordinary 
conclusion of sermons and liturgies, in all parts of 
Christendom. And this salutation, employed by 
St. Paul as his criterion in each of his thirteen 
Epistles, and not used by any other Apostle, except 
in the Apocalypse, is found in the Epistle to the He- 
brews, which thus concludes: " They of Italy salute 
you : * Grace,'' — or rather^ as the original expresses, 

* The original has raore precisely ^ x^piQ » . » the grace, ;'. e. 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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the Grace, i. e. of our Lord Jesus Christ, — '' be with 
you ally AmenV 

Therefore, we conclude, the Epistle to the Hebrews 
was written by St. Paul. 

Let me now crave your indulgence while we test 
this hypothesis by ewternal evidence; without which 
the argument would be incomplete. 

The Epistle to the Hebrews was sent to the Church 
of Jerusalem, the mother of all Churches, and was 
difiused from Jerusalem, which was the centre of the 
Jewish, and the source of the Christian, Religion. 
To the testimony, therefore, of the Church of Jeru- 
salem, and of the greatest Churches of the East^ we 
must appeal for the most authentic information 
concerning the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

Now it is unquestionable that it was read in all 
the Churches of the East from the time in which 
it was written, and it was received by them all 
as a genuine and inspired writing of the Apostle 
St. Paul. 

Who a better witness on this subject than the 
Bishop of Jerusalem, St. Cyril ? He, in his cateche- 
tical Lectures, gives the names of the Books of the 
Old and New Testaments, and among them he 
recites the fourteen Epistles of St. Paul, and affirms 
that the Books which he enumerates were delivered 
down as he describes them, in an uninterrupted 
succession, by the primitive Bishops, and by the 
Apostles themselves^. 

* Heb. xiii. 24, 25. f See Appendix A. No. XI. 
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Who, again, a more competent witness than St. 
Jerome, living in Palestine^ at Bethlehem, in the 
same century, whose opinion is of the greater value, 
not only on account of his vast erudition, but because 
he came from Rome, and brought with him from the 
West the prejudices of the Latin Church of his age, 
against the Epistle to the Hebrews ; prejudices no 
doubt occasioned by the feet that the heretical doc- 
trines of the Montanistic and Novatian * teachers in 
the West, concerning the impossibility of renewing 
unto repentance a second time after the commission 
of heinous sins, were grounded on their interpreta- 
tion of the earlier verses of the sixth Chapter of 
this Epistle. 

St. Jerome, then, bears witness that the Epistle to 
the Hebrews was received as St. Paul's by all the 
Churches of the East, and by all Greek Christian 
writers from primitive times, and he himself receives 
it as suchf ; and it cannot be doubted that the 
testimony and authority of the great western Doctor, 
St. Jerome, was mainly instrumental in correcting 
the judgment and practice of the Roman Church, 
and in restoring to her tte Epistle to the Hebrews. 

To the vdtness of the Church at Jerusalem may 
be added, as we have said, that of all the Churches 
of the East, not only individually, but assembled in 

* See Kirchhofer, Geschichte des Canons, 240. 243. 247. 425. 
and Appendix A. to this Volume, No. XVI. 

f Epist. ad Dardan. xi. p. 608. See here Appendix A. 
No. XIX. Qc.) 
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Synods, at Antiocb, Nicsea, and Laodicea ; and when 
we bear in mind that these Churches were for the 
most part planted by St. Paul, and governed in the 
first instance by persons appointed by him, as Timothy, 
Titus, and others, their testimony amounts almost 
to an assurance from St. Paul himself. But there is 
one Church, not founded by St. Paul, whose evidence 
is of peculiar value, — the Church of Alexandria. 

This Church was eminent for the great learning 
and critical acumen of its earlier teachers, and there- 
fore its judgment is of greater weight. St. Athana- 
sius. Bishop of Alexandria, in the fourth century, 
unhesitatingly received this Epistle to the Hebrews 
as St. Paul's *. Before him, two of the most learned 
writers of that Church, Origen, and his teacher, 
Clement of Alexandria, did the same. Their evi- 
dence is more interesting, because it is clear that 
they had carefully considered the subject, and were 
eminently qualified to judge of compositions in their 
own language. 

"The style," says Origen f, "of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews has not that plainness which was character- 
istic of the Apostle Paul, who confessed himself to 
be rude in speech ; and any one who is capable of 
judging concerning style, must allow that it has more 
of a Grecian air in its composition :|: than his other 
Epistles ; but, on the other hand, every one who is 

* Epist. Festal, xxxix. See Appendix A. No. X. 

f Ap. Euseb. vi. 25. See below, Appendix A. No. VIII. 
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conversant with the Apostle's writings must also 
confess that the sentiments of this Epistle are mag- 
nificent, and the conceptions not inferior to those of 
any of the received works of St. Paul." 

" My own opinion," he adds, " is this ; the diction 
and texture of the expressions are the work of some 
one who committed to paper what was delivered 
orally by his Master, the Apostle St. Paul. Whatever 
Church, therefore, receives this Epistle as St. Paul's, 
let it be honoured for so doing, for it was not with- 
out good reason, that the primitive writers * delivered 
it to us as his : but who committed it to writing is 
known to God ; the history that has come down to us 
is that this was done either by Clement, the Bishop 
of Rome, or by St. Luke, who wrote the Acts and 
the Gospel." 

Such is the testimony of Origen. His master, 
Clement of Alexandria, thus speaks f : " The Epistle 
to the Hebrews is the work of St. Paul ; it was com- 
posed by him in Hebrew, and translated by St. Luke 
into Greek :|:: hence the resemblance between its 
style and that of the Acts of the Apostles. St. Paul 
did not prefix his name and title, * Paul an Apostle,' 
to it : with good reason,— for he was addressing 
those who were prejudiced against him ; and there- 
fore he prudently withheld his name, lest he should 

* 01 ap^aioi av^peg, 

f Euseb. vi. 14. 

I This is disproved by numerous paronomasias : TroXv/ieptHc 
noXvrpoKutg, airdnap hfiriTup k. t, X., bearing evidence of an 
original. 
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deter them from reading it. Besides, as a holy 
presbyter used to say to me*, since our Blessed 
Lord was specially sent as the Apostle f of the 
people of Israel, therefore, through a spirit of reve- 
rence, St. Paul did not assume this title in writing 
to them; and because also he was specially the 
Apostle of the Gentiles.^' 

These testimonies of Clement and Origen appear 
to be more valuable even on account of the private 
theories — in the case of Clement, of a Hebrew 
original, and in that of Origen, of a distinct Author 
of the language — ^by which these testimonies are 
accompanied. It is clear that these theories were 
suggested by what we have already considered, I 
mean the discrepancy of style between the Epistle 
to the Hebrews and the undisputed Epistles of St. 
Paul. And this discrepancy which generated these 
theories would doubtless have tempted them to 
assign the Epistle to some other person than St. Paul, 
if they had been able^ in conscience, to do so. The 
evidence of the Paidine origin of the Epistle must 
have been very strong to force them upon these 
theories. Let us observe, also, that these theories 
are only private opinions, and are propounded as such, 
and do not now require further notice, except as 



* Supposed to be Pantaenus. See Appendix H. 

f It is observable that the author of the Epistle so calls Hiin, 
Heb. iii. 1 ; and He is not called so by any other writer in the 
New Testament. 
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they are convertible into important testimonies to 
the genuineness of the Epistle. 

These testimonies are from persons born only a 
little more than a century after the Epistle was 
written ; and as they ground what they say on the 
testimony of the ancients^ and as their ancients must 
have been contemporary with the Apostles, we are 
brought back by their testimony to the times of 
St. Paul himself. 

Now, be it remembered that the Church of Alex- 
andria was founded by St. Mark *, whom St. Peter 
calls his son f , and who was with St. Paul at Rome X 
in his first imprisonment, and for whom he sent in 
his second imprisonment f just before his death, 
because he was profitable to him for the ministry ; 
and we know that St. Mark was present at Rome at 
St. Paul's and St. Peter's martyrdom ||. The testi- 
mony, therefore, of the Church of Alexandria may 
be regarded as the testimony of St. Mark ; and the 
testimony of St. Mark as that of St. Peter and 
St. Paul. 

This, I say, is a probable supposition ; and it is 
confirmed by the language of our text, which is 
from the Second Epistle of Peter, the teacher of 
St. Mark, and the brother Apostle and fellow-martjrr 



* S. Hieron. de Viris Illust. xxxvi. Alexandriae a Marco 
Evangelista semper Ecclesiastici fuere doctores. Euseb. v. 10. 
t 1 Pet. V. 13. X Col. iv. 10. 

§ 2Tim. iv. 11. || Iren. 3. 1. 
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of St. Paul. This Second Epistle was written by 
St. Peter a very short time before his deaths and, 
like his First Epistle *, was addressed by him, the 
Apostle of the Circumcision, to the Hebrew converts 
in the Eastf. 

In our text St. Peter says, ^^As our beloved brother 
Pavly according to the wisdom given unto him^ has 
written unto youXT therefore St. Paul had written to 
those persons whom St. Peter addressed. And who 
were they ? The Hebrews J. Therefore there was 
some Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. There- 
fore that inscribed to the Hebrews, and received as 
his by the Church of Jerusalem and by the Eastern 
Churches, was written by St. Paul. 

But further: St. Peter, in the text, divides St. 

Paul's Epistles, as it were, into two classes : " as our 

beloved brother Paul has written unto you, — ^as also 

in all his Epistles;" — that is, he distinguishes the 

Epistle to the Hebrews from the rest, and thus 

makes his testimony to it more significant : and he 

goes on to vouch for them all as Scripture, that is, 

as divinely inspired ; and therefore we have a special 

testimony from the Apostle St. Peter, that the 

Epistle to the Hebrews is St. Paul's, and that it is 

the Word of God. 

♦ See 2 Pet. iii. 1. 

f See Bp. Pearson, Opera Posthuma, Diss. I. viii. p. 59 = 
p. 358, ed. Churton. 
J 1 Pet. ii. 15. 
§ Euseb. iii. 4. roTc £$ *E/3pacaii/ oZaiv kv Ziaarropq,, 

R 
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This testimony is of more importance, when we 
remember that St. Peter was the Apostle of the 
Hebrews, and that he had been operdy rebuked by 
St. Paul for his temporary weakness in abstaining 
from eating with the Gentiles at Antioch, out of 
partiality to the Jewish converts. Nothing could be 
more honourable to St. Peter, nothing more chari- 
table and edifying to Jew and Gentile, than that 
he, the Apostle of the Hebrews, now about to die, 
together with the Apostle of the Gentiles, for the 
faith in Christ, should bear witness to St PauHs 
wisdom in his dealings with the Hebrews ; and that 
St. Peter should show that, though he had been 
openly reproved by St. Paul, St. Paul was his beloved 
brother; and that he should set his authoritative 
Apostolic seal on St. Paul's Epistle to the Hebrews, 
and recognize it as Holy Scripture, and thus declare 
to Jew and Greek, and to Christians and men in 
all ages and countries of the world, that there was 
no difference between his own teaching and that of 
St. Paul, — that he fully adopted what St. Paul had 
written, — that the Gospel of the Apostle of the 
Gentiles and of the Apostle of the Circumcision was 
one and the same, — that they both had otw Lord^ 
one Faiths one Baptism. 

And as if Christ Himself, in His mercy, was 
desirous of adding His Own Divine sanction to this 
testimony of oneness, He was pleased to call these 
two great Apostles together to Himself by a glorious 
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martyrdom for that one faith, in the same city, and 
in the same year, and, as is generally believed, upon 
the same day *. 

I will now only offer, very briefly, some practical 
conclusions. 

First, let us admire and bless God's goodness for 
the assurance He has given us of the Inspiration of 
this Epistle, which contains so much instruction on 
the sublimest points of Christian Doctrine, and on 
the cardinal articles of Christian Duty ; and which, 
though, as St. Peter predicted, it has been wrested 
by the unlearned and unstable to their own destruc- 
tion, has ever served, and will ever serve, to refute 
all the strange and dangerous doctrines of those 
" who deny the Lord Who bought them f ," whether 
by word or deed. 

Next, let us bless God for the special mode by 
which we are assured of the genuineness of this 
Epistle, — I mean the instrumentality of St. Peter ; 
and let us thank God for the lessons of holy wis- 
dom, gentleness, and charity towards our dissentient 
brethren, which vfe are taught by the tone and manner 
in which this letter was written by St. Paul. 

But what most concerns us in connexion with our 
present argument on the Canon of the New Testa- 
ment, is this. We find that the Epistle to the 

* S. Hieron. de Viris 111. v. " xiv"*® Neronis anno, eodem die 
quo Petrus, Romae pro Christo capite truncatus est, anno post 
passionem Domini xxxv." Bp. Pearson, Annales Paulini, p. 25. 

t 2 Pet. ii. 1. 

r2 
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Hebrews was received as Scripture by St. Peter^ who 
is claimed by the Church of Rome as the divinely- 
appointed channel of a pretended infallibility, and 
that it was imitated by St. Clement, who was Bishop 
of Rome in the first century. Thus we see it was, 
originaUyy received by the Church of Rome. We 
find also that it was received in every other part of 
Christendom, and has never ceased to be so received 
from the time of the Holy Apostles. But there 
was a period of time in which, while received in all 
the Eastern Churches, it ceased to be received by 
the Church of Rome ; and its reception was ewter- 
mitted in that Church during the second, third, and 
fourth centuries, and then it began to be again 
received by the Church of Rome, and has ever since 
continued to be so. 

What are the conclusions from these facts ? 

We infer, — 

First, That the Canonical Authority of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews was established as soon as it was 
written; and that, therefore, all the arguments de- 
rived from the partial and temporary non-reception 
of this Epistle to prove the alleged lateness of the 
Canon, and all the inferences from that allegation, 
are futile and groundless. 

Secondly, That the Church of Rome has erred^ 
with regard to the Canonical Authority of this 
Epistle. If she is right in receiving it now, as we are 
sure she is, she erred in not receiving it formerly 
during three centuries. 
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Thirdly, That the Church of Rome has erred, and 
does err most perniciously and most presumptuously, 
in aflSrming that the whole Church of Christ owes the 
Canon of Scripture to her; or in the language of 
one of her Popes *, Gregory the Seventh, that " no 
Chapter or Book of the Bible is to be regarded as 
Canonical, without the Pope's authority." 

Fourthly, That the Church of Rome cannot be 
trusted for any thing which she delivers by her (yum 
authority alone^ on the ground of any supposed in- 
fallibility derived by her from Christ through St. 
Peter. For she was not a faithful guardian of 
the truth taught by St. Peter, and acknowledged by 
St. Clement, concerning this Epistle of St. Paul, 
that it is indeed a part of Holy Scripture, that is, of 
the written Oracles of God. And this truth, be it 
observed, was taught by St. Peter concerning an 
Epistle written from Itali/, and probably from Rome 
itself. 

Fifthly, That the Church of Rome, so far from 
having authorized the Canon of the New Testament, 
as she alleges, does in fact owe her own Canon, as 
far as this Epistle is concerned, to the testimony 
of St. Peter faithfully preserved by the Eastern 
Church, which she now denounces as heretical and 
schismatical ; and that, as far as the Church of Rome 
was concerned, the. Epistle to the Hebrews was not 
only lost for three centuries, but in all probability 
never would have been recovered at all ; and that it 
* Greg. VII. ap. Card. Baron. Ann. ad a. d. 1076. 
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is therefore a very happy thing for the Church of 
Rome, and for all Christendom, that the Church of 
Rome is not the Catholic Church. 

Lastly, We see here, my beloved brethren, by a 
practical example, what the true grounds of the Canon 
of the New Testament are. It does not rest, as our 
Romanist brethren fondly dream, on the testimony of 
their own present private Church ; nor on that of 
any particular Church in the world ; for the Church 
of Rome has erred, by her own showing, in this 
matter ; and any particular Church may likewise err, 
as our Nineteenth Article teaches. The Seven- 
branched candlestick of the Universal Church will, 
it is true, never be removed, and will never be with- 
out the light of truth, for, as St. John says, Christ 
Himself walketh " in the midst of the severirbranched 
candlestick^ f^ but any one of its branches may 
bum dimly or go out, and another branch may be 
planted in its socket. Our appeal, therefore, con- 
cerning the Inspiration of Scripture, as concerning 
all other matters, is not to any particular Church, 
but to the Church Universal, and to her Divine 
Head ; it is not to the Present only, but to the Past ; 
not to Popes, but to St. Peter ; not to men, but to 
Christ. 

* Rev. i. 13. Compare S. Iren. v. 20, "Ecclesia est 
£7rra/*v&c Lucema, Christi bajulans lumen." Conf. Exod. 
XXV. 31, 32. 



LECTURE X. 



JUDE 17. 

" Butt belovedf remember ye the words which were spoken before 
of \i. e, by^ the Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ," 

From the Epistle to the Hebrews we pass to the 
seven Catholic or General Epistles, as they are called, 
which, in the oldest existing copies of the New 
Testament, are commonly placed before the Epistles 
of St. Paul, but, in our English Bibles, stand after 
them. 

In ancient and modern Bibles they are found in 
the following order : first, the Epistle of St. James, 
secondly and thirdly, two Epistles of St. Peter; 
fourthly, fifthly, and sixthly, three Epistles of St. 
John ; seventhly and lastly, the Epistle of St. Jude, 
from which our text is taken. 

It has been commonly supposed * that this order 
is founded on considerations of the time of their 

* Mill. Prolegomena in N. T. § 236. 
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composition, as well as of the ecclesiastical dignity 
of those by whom the Epistles were written. 

St. Paul, in his Epistle to the Gralatians, speaks of 
*' James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to bepiUars * ;" 
and in this order their Epistles stand. 

Immediately after the Ascension St. James was 
Bishop of Jerusalem. His Epistle is addressed to 
the Jewish Church, as was the Gospel of St. Matthew. 
It is well known, that the lost sheep of the Home of 
Israel were the first who engaged the care of the 
Apostles, in accordance with the command of Christ ; 
and it is highly probable that, as St. Matthew's was 
the first of the Gospels, so the Epistle of St. James 
was the first written of the Apostolic Epistles. 

St. James suffered martyrdom at Jerusalem in the 
year of our Lord 61, and St. Peter was martyred at 
Rome in the year 68. 

The name f Catholic, or Universal, which has been 
applied to these Seven Epistles since the fourth 
century, was given them, it is commonly supposed, 
because, with the exception of the two smaller 
Epistles of St. John, they are not addressed to par- 
ticular persons or Churches, but to all. And it has 
also been supposed that they were so designated to 
distinguish them from heretical and spurious writings, 
which began to be disseminated even in the times of 
the Apostles ; and in this sense. Catholic Epistles 

♦ Gal. ii. 9. See Bedae Prolog. Appendix A. No. xxxii. 
f Euseb. vi. 14. Concil. Laod. lix. Cyril. Catech. iv. 
Athanas. Epist. Festal. 
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would signify orthodos and canonical* Epistles, 
Epistles received as such by the Catholic Church. 

The case of these Epistles demands special conside- 
ration. The Books of the New Testament, which 
have hitherto engaged our attention, — I mean the 
Four Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles, and St. 
Paul's Epistles, — were, as we have seen, received as 
divine Scripture by all Christian Churches, as soon 
as they were written. 

But this was not so with all the Catholic Epistles. 
Indeed only two of them, namely, the First of St. 
Peter and the First of St. John, were unanimously 
acknowledged as Scripture in the first century. 

At that time there were some Churches which 
were acquainted with the other five, and yet were in 
douht as to their divine authority ; and even so late 
as the beginning of ihe fourth century, though these 
five Epistles were then received as Scripture by the 
majority of Churchesf , yet some Churches there were 

* They were, indeed, sometimes called Epistolce Canonicce in 
early times, as by Junilius Afer, by Cassiodorus, and St. Jerome, 
Appendix A. No. XIX. (wi.) if this Prologue be genuine. 

•j" Origen. ap. Euseb. vi. 25, says ov iravrtQ receive the 2nd 
and 3rd of St. John, and that the 2nd of St. Peter ayLi^cjSdX- 
\£Tai ; Euseb. iii. 25, says that the Epistles of James and Jude, 
the 2nd of Peter, and the 2nd and 3rd of John were avriXc- 
yo/icvat, yvbtpifiai S* ofiun: toIq voWoiq ; and again, avriXeyofieyat^ 
Ofxwg Be irapa irXtiaTOiQ rwv 'EicfrXiyo-taoTcfCiiDv yiyyunTKOfievai, and 
he expressly testifies of the Epistles of James and Jude, io-/i£i/ 
icai ravrac fjL£Ta riov Xonrwv kv wXeiaTaic Se^rifJiosrievfJiiyaQ 
'EKKkriaiaig, Euseb. ii. 23. St. Athanasius received all the 
Catholic Epistles (Epist. Festal, ii. p. 38), and they are all 
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which were still in suspense with regard to them ; 
and it was not till the end of that century that they 
were recognized as Divine Writings, wherever they 
were known. 

From these acknowledged facts the following 
inferences have been drawn. 

It has been argued by some that, since these five 
Epistles were not received by all Churches for three 
centuries after they were written, therefore the 
Canon of Scripture (by which we mean the divinely 
inspired written Ride of Christian faith and practice) 
was not completed till the end of the fourth cen- 
tury; and therefore that Scripture cannot be the 
Rule of Faith. 

For it cannot be supposed, they say, that the 
Church was without a Rule of Faith three hundred 
years, and all parts of Scripture were not universally 
known as Scripture till the end of the fourth 
century. 

Further, it is alleged that, since these five Epistles 
of which we are now speaking, were not universally 
received as Scripture till the end of the fourth cen- 
tury, and since they are now recognized by all as 
inspired, therefore no valid argument against the 
Inspiration of the Apocryphal Books of the Old 
Testament can be raised from the fact that they 



received by the Councils of Carthage and Laodicea, before the 
end of the fourth century, and by St. Jerome, ad Paulin. iv. 
p. 574. See Appendix A. No. XIX. {h.) 
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were not received in the first ages of Chris- 
tianity. 

For if it could, it is argued, we must, by the same 
reasoning, reject Five of the Seven Catholic Epistles. 

The fact also is, that the Church of Rome places 
these Five Epistles m precisely the same relation to the 
New Testament as she does the Apocryphal Books to 
the Old. She calls these Epistles and the Apocrypha 
by the name Deutero-Canonical, or Books of the 
Second Canon; not meaning thereby that any of 
them are, in her opinion, in any degree different in 
value from those of the first Canon; but thereby 
affirming with an anathema on all who hold the con- 
trary, that, though they are indeed subsequent in 
authorization, they are not at all inferior in authority. 

One of the most celebrated writers of her com- 
munion in the present day, a Theological Professor 
in a celebrated College at Rome, thus writes : — 

" Of the Books of the Old and New Testament, 
some are called Proto-canonical, others Deutero-^ 
canonical. The Proto-canonical are those which 
were first received into the Canon ; the Deutero- 
canonical are those which were afterwards admitted 
into it. 

" The Proto-canonical Books of the Old Testament 
are those which were received by the Jews. Those 
of the Second Canon are Baruch, Tobit, Judith, 
Wisdom, Ecclesiasticus, and the two Books of the 
Maccabees, which were afterwards received into the 
Canon of the Church (the writer means the Canon 
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of the Church of Rome, which so received them at 
the Council of Trent, in the middle of the sixteenth 
century). 

"The Proto-canonical Books (he adds) of the 
New Testament are, the Four Gospels, the Acts of 
the Apostles, thirteen Epistles of St. Paul, one of 
St. Peter, one of St. John. Those of the Secofid 
Canon are, the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews, 
the Second Epistle of St. Peter, the Second and Third 
of St. John, that of St. James, and St Jvde, and 
the Apocalypse. 

" Both these classes of Books, the Proto- and the 
Deutero-Canonical,^^ he says, " have the same autho- 
rity in the Catholic Church " (the writer means the 
Church of Rome), " which acknowledges no distinc- 
tion between them *." 

According to these allegations, it would follow 
that belief in the inspiration of Scripture must re- 
solve itself in the end into belief in the inspiration 
of Rome. 

No regard would be paid, or would be due, to the 
qualifications of the authors of the Books in ques- 
tion, or to the contents of those Books, or to the 
testimony of the primitive Church of Christ concern- 
ing them, or to that, either of the Apostles, or even 
of Christ Himself. 

I offer no apology, my brethren, for entering into 
these details. Our religious faith can have no secure 

* Perrone, de Locis Theologicis, p. 1048. ed. 1842. 
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foundation unless we are convinced that all that we 
receive as " Scripture is given by Inspiration of God^^ 
and that nothing which we do not receive as Scripture 
is given by His Inspiration. And the circumstances 
of our own times are such as to render it absolutely 
necessary that we should all be able to render a 
sound reason to ourselves and to others, why we 
receive what we receive, and why we do not receive 
what we reject. If we cannot do this, the very 
foundations of our religion will be in great danger 
of being shaken, before we are aware, by assailants 
who would either compel us to receive a Religion 
without Scripture, or would leave us no Religion nor 
Scripture. 

Hence, my Christian brethren, and especially you, 
my beloved younger friends, for whose use these 
Lectures are specially designed, you see how impor- 
tant it is that the true character and position of these 
five Catholic Epistles should be carefully examined 
and clearly understood. 

To speak first of the Epistle of St. James. 

This Epistle, which stands first in order, and has 
always so stood *, appears, as I have said, to have 
been written first in time. 

St. James, as we are informed by a Disciple f of 
St. John, was the son of Cleopas or Alphaeus and 
of Mary, the sister of the Blessed Virgin. This 



* Euseb. ii. 23. if Trpwriy tUv ovofxai^ofiivwy kuBoXiicwv, 
f Papias. See Routh, Reliquiae, i. p. 3. 16. 198, 203. 
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Mary was one of the women who stood before the 
cross at the Crucifixion and carried spices to the 
tomb of our Lord, and was one of the first to whom 
He showed Himself alive after His Resurrection; 
and Cleopas, the father of St. James, was one of the 
two Disciples who walked with Him to Emmaus. 
St. James, then, was our Lord's Cousin according to 
the flesh, and, in the Jewish manner of speaking, is 
termed in Scripture 'Hhe Lord's Brother ^T He 
was one of the Twelve, and, as St. Paul informs us, 
was honoured by our Lord with a special manifesta- 
tion after the Resurrection f . 

As an Apostle, he was one of those on whom our 
Lord breathed, and said; ^^ Receive ye the Holy 
Ghostr He was one of the assembled Twelve 
upon whom the Spirit descended in the likeness of 
fiery Tongues on the day of Pentecost. 

After the Ascension of Christ, he was appointed 
by the Apostles Bishop of Jerusalem, where he re- 
mained for near thirty years — till his death. His 
position there was one of great difficulty, and called for 
the supernatural gifts, with which he was endued. 
After the Crucifixion, that ill-fated City was the 
scene of the worst crimes. It was torn with intestine 
factions, it was defiled with riot, profaned by blas- 
phemy, maddened by fanaticism, and deluged with 
blood. Here St. Jangies dwelt — like Lot in Sodom. 

Let us remember, also, that it was a task demand- 

* Gal. i. 19. t 1 Cor. xv. 7. 
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ing Divine wisdom so to preach the Gospel as not 
to disparage the Law, and so to build up the Church 
as not to pull down the Temple ; and to show to 
Priest and Scribe that it was the greatest glory of 
Moses, whom they read, but did not understand, to 
have been a faithful witness of Christ, Whom they 
with wicked hands had crucified and slain. Yet, 
though he was beset with all these difficulties, such 
was the courage and gentleness of St. James, that 
he commanded the respect not only of Christians 
but of Jews, and was called by all, James the 
Just. 

His Epistle is addressed to the Twelve Tribes, to 
Jewish Christians and to unconverted Jews, 

Let us pause here for a moment to remark, as a 
providential circumstance, that the Temple and City 
of Jerusalem were not destroyed immediately after 
the Crucifixion. It would have been very difficult for 
Christian teachers to preach the Gospel to the Twelve 
tribes of the dispersion, if these Christian teachers 
had been obliged to go in quest of these scattered 
tribes. But, happily, these tribes came up to Jervr- 
salem at the three great yearly festivals. 

Thus these great Jewish festivals became occasions 
and means for the diffusion of the Gospel of Christ. 

This fact is clearly brought out in the history of 
the first Day of Pentecost after the Passover at 
which our Lord suffered. The events of that day — 
the Descent of the Holy Spirit, the Gift of tongues, 
the miracles wrought by the Apostles, their preaching 
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in the Name of Jesus, newly risen from the dead — 
were, doubtless, immediately conveyed by the ebbing 
streams of the homeward-going Tribes iiito all the 
regions of the earth. 

It cannot be doubted that the Epistle of St. James, 
addressed to the twelve Tribes was diffused in this 
manner. 

Thus, the dispersion of the Jews, and their con- 
nexion with Jerusalem as a centre of religion, was, 
in the hands of Divine Providence, one of the most 
effective means for propagating Christianity. The 
pilgrim-troops of the Law became Caravans for the 
Gospel. 

But to return to St. James. He exclaims to the 
Jews : " Ye have condemned and killed the Just One 
(that is, Jesus Christ), and He doth not resist t/ou^J^ 
Hence this Epistle has no Apostolic benediction. 
Further ; to the Christians he commends patience, hu- 
mility, prayer. He writes as a Bishop both to Clergy 
and Laity, and gives directions concerning their 
respective duties f . To the Jews, again, he addresses 
tremendous warnings called for by their sins, above all, 
by the rejection and crucifixion of Christ, which was 
soon to be avenged by God's fierce wrath and retri- 
bution ; " Cleanse your hands^ ye sinners^ and purify 
your hearts'^ Soon was their own curse to fall upon 
their heads; ^^ His blood be upon tcs and upon our 
children r To them St. James says: *^Be afflicted^ 
and moum^ and weep^ " Go to now^ ye rich men, weep 

* James v. 6. f Ibid. v. 14. 
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and howl for your miseries that shall come upcm 
you'' And then the Apostle turns to the Christians 
and says: '^ Be patient until the coming of the LordT 
" Be ye patient^ stablish your hearts ; for the coming 
of the Lord draweth nighr " Grudge not one against 
another^ lest ye he condemned: Behold^ the Judge 
standeth before the door'' 

Such is the language of St. James — the Christian 
Jeremiah. 

Is this Epistle inspired ? 

Consider first the Author. " The Lord^s Brother ;" 
called by Him to be an Apostle, and breathed upon 
by Him ; filled with the Holy Ghost ; chosen by the 
Apostles to preside over the Mother Church of 
Christendom ; framing * a decree, at the Council of 
Jerusalem, which contained the solemn words : " It 
hath seemed good to the Holy Ghost and to us ;" 
treated with special deference by St. Peter and St. 
Paul, and by all the Apostles f ; reverenced for his 
holiness by Christians and Jews ; and sealing with 
his blood as a Martyr the faith which he had 
preached as an Apostle. 

Surely an Epistle, which came from such a man 
as this, might well claim to be inspired J. 

But, how, then, it may be asked, is it to be ex- 

* Acts XV. 13. 

f Acts xii. 17 ; xxi. 18 ; Gal. i. 19. 

J It is well shown by Whitby (on James v.), from Josephus, 
how accurately the predictions of St. James concerning Jerusalem 
were fulfilled ; and this is a strong proof of inspiration. 
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plained that this Epistle was not received as inspired 
in dU Churches in the first and second centuries ? 

Doubts, it is true, we reply, were entertained at 
that time in some quarters concerning its inspiration. 
But, first of all, be it observed, it is one thing for 
the authority of a book to be doubted^ and another 
thing for it to be rejected. No doubt was entertained 
any where in the first century concerning the 
Apocryphal Books of the Old Testament ; they were 
known not to be inspired. But, concerning the 
Epistle of St. James, and the other four Catholic 
Epistles, which have been before mentioned, dauhts 
were entertained by some ; and the very fact of the 
doubt proves that they who doubted might have 
their doubts cleared up, and receive these books as 
inspired. 

And, next, we knowy that these doubts were 
cleared up. All these five Epistles were received in 
course of time by all who had once doubted con- 
cerning them. 

Next, it is to be remembered, that though some 
doubted, others did not doubt, but received all these 
Five Epistles from the beginning; and the very 
doubts of those who did doubt are presumptive 
proofs that they who did not doubt had good reason 
for not doubting, and that they acted rightly in 
receiving) these Epistles from the very first. 

Be it remembered, also, that the question at issue 
was not concerning a light matter, but respecting 
one of unspeakable importance. It was not eon- 
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cerning the genuineness of a classical Poem, or the 
authenticity of a History. No. It was nothing short 
of this, — Is this Writing from Man, or from God? 

Therefore, Christians were bound to pause, till 
they had conclusive evidence whereon to decide; 
lest, haply, they should ascribe what was divine to 
man, or impute what was human to God. 

Let me, also, observe, that, in those early times, 
innumerable writings bearing the names of Apostles 
and Evangelists, were disseminated by heretics. 
Thus, for instance, spurious and heterodox composi- 
tions were diffused under the name of the Authors of 
these very Five Catholic Epistles. We read of forge- 
ries then current, such as the following : " The Book 
of James," "The Gospel of Peter," "The Preach- 
ing and Revelation of Peter," " The Acts of John," 
"The Gospel of Jude*" 

Therefore, in their genuine writings, the Apostles 
charged the primitive Churches to be upon their 
guard against heretical and supposititious Books. 
" J9^ not shaken fy" says St. Paul, "^j/ word or by 
letter as from tcs as that the day of Christ is at hand'' 
" Beloved,'' says St. John, " believe not every spirit, 
but try the spirits whether they are of God ; because 
many false Prophets are gone out into the world X'' 

The primitive Churches, therefore, were obliged to 
exercise a sage caution. It was their duty to doubt. 



* See the copious list given by Jones on the Canon, pp. 28 — 3 1 . 
t 2 Thess. ii. 2. X ^ John iv. 1. 

r2 
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They would, I say, have been very culpable, if they 
had not suspended their judgment concerning the 
authority of Epistles, brought to them with the 
name of Apostles of Christ, till the inspiration of 
such books was avouched to them by indisputable 
evidence. They were under a most solemn obliga- 
tion to wait, till such evidence could be procured, 
and not to receive books even of the highest intrinsic 
value on insufficient grounds. For, be it observed, 
it was certain, that, if these books were really in- 
spired, authentic proof of their inspiration could and 
would be given in course of time ; whereas, if any 
uninspired book were once received as Scripture, 
then, it was very probable that false doctrine would 
<5ome in with it ; and it was certain^ that the con- 
fidence of the people in the authority of the books 
which were really inspired^ and had been received as 
such, would be shaken, and so the foundations of 
Christianity would be weakened and undermined. 

While, therefore, we see good reason in the cir- 
cumstances of the case, why some should have 
doubted concerning the inspiration of these Epistles, 
we derive a firm assurance from these same circum- 
stances that those Churches which did not doubt 
concerning their inspiration, but received them as 
Scripture from the first, had convincing reasons for 
doing so. 

We have spoken of the demurs of some Churches 
concerning these Epistles ; and of the wise caution 
exercised by the Church generally in the reception 
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of Books into the Canon of Scripture. And we pro- 
ceed to say, that to this wise caution, or rather, we 
would say, to the Holy Spirit suggesting it, we now 
owe it, that no Book, which has been once received 
by the Catholic Church, has ever been proved to 
have been received without adequate reason. Thus, 
our trust in the judgment of the Church, as a whole, 
is strengthened by our knowledge of the discreet 
manner in which that judgment was exercised. 

Yes, my brethren, it is very satisfactory to know 
that no book was admitted into the Canon of Scrip- 
ture, before its credentials were rigidly examined. It is 
a most blessed thing to be sure that every book which 
we receive as Scripture has passed through the most 
searching and scrutinizing ordeal. And our belief in 
the inspiration of the Books of Scripture now 
universally received, is thus confirmed by the very 
doubts which deferred the reception of some small 
portions of Scripture in certain parts of the Church. 

It must also be remembered, with respect to these 
five Catholic Epistles, that there were points in 
them (and we know what those points were) which 
might and did in the first instance suggest dolibt ; 
but which, when afterwards examined, did really 
rivet conviction. 

. For instance, St. James in the commencement of 
his Epistle does not call himself an Apostle^ but a 
Servant of Jesus Christ. The same is the case with 
St. Jude. Till the reason of this was explained, it 
might be doubted whether these Epistles were really 
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written by Apostles. Just as it was doubted whether 
the Epistle to the Hebi^ews was written by St. Paul, 
because it had not his name prefixed to it. 

Again, St. Jude in his Epistle refers to the conten- 
tion of Michael * the Archangel with the Devil, for 
the body of Moses, of which we read nothing in the 
Old Testament ; and St. Jude, also, was thought to 
refer to an Apocryphal Book, the Book of Enoch. 
Hence f demurs arose concerning this Epistle. 
But, when these matters were cleared up, then, 
what had caused a scruple produced greater as- 
surance t. 

So again, the style of the Second Epistle of St. 
Peter J is different from that of the first ; and in 
the second and third Epistles of St. John, the 
author calls himself a Presbyter or Elder, and not 

* Jude 9. f Jude 14. Jerome, Catal. Script, iv. 

;{; It is evident that a person counterfeiting an Apostle would 
have called himself an Apostle, and have endeavoured to imitate 
his style, and would have abstained from using suspicious 
writings. Eusebius well remarks (Dem. Evang. iii. 5.) that it 
was quite in character with St. John's humility to call himself 
6 irpeaf^vTepoc. The same may be said of St. James and St. 
Jude, calling themselves ^ovXoi ^Irjaov Xpiarov, See Clem. Alex. 
Adumbratio in Ep. Judae, p. 1007, ed. Oxon. ** Judas, extans 
valde religiosuSf non dixit seipsum fratrem Domini. Sed quid 
dixit ? Judas servus J. C. f rater autem Jacobi." 

§ Jerome, Catal. Scrip, i. St. Jerome, in his Epist. 120. c. ii. 
says, " The two Epistles of Peter differ in style ; whence we 
perceive, that according to the exigency of circumstances, he 
used different interpreters." Whatever may be thought of this 
solution, it shows the difficulty, and explains the delay in the 
reception of the Epistle in certain churches. 
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an Apostle. These points excited surmise. Time 
was required to explain them; the judgment of 
certain Churches was held for a while in suspense ; 
but, finally, and without exception, the suffrages of 
all inclined in their favour. They were all received, 
by all Churches, in all places; and so all doubts 
concerning them were, or ought to have been, at an 
end. 

But to return to the Epistle of St. James. Was 
it received as Scripture in some parts of the Church, 
as soon as it was written f 

Let us examine this question. 

Abundant evidence might be adduced to show that 
it was generally known and received in Jerusalem^ and 
by The Twelve Tribes of the dispersion, to whom it 
is addressed. 

In proof of this, I would observe, that St. James was 
martyred at Jerusalem, at the Passover of the * year 
62; and the circumstances of his martyrdom are 
narrated as follows, by a person who lived in the age 
next to the Apostles, the Church Historian Hege- 
sippusf. 

After describing the sanctity of St. James's life, 
the writer thus speaks. " The religious sects, then 
prevalent at Jerusalem, were wont to address this 
question to St. James, * Which is the Door of 
Jesus V These sects," adds the writer, ** did not be- 
lieve in the Resurrection, nor that Christ would come 

* See Bp. Pearson, Annales Paulini, p. 19. 
f Ap. Euseb. ii. 28. 
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to reward every one according to his works. But 
when many Jews of high station were converted by 
St. James, an uproar was made by the Scribes and 
Pharisees, exclaiming, that all the people was ex- 
pecting the coming of Jesus as the Christ. They, 
therefore, came to St. James, and said, * We entreat 
thee, restrain the people, for they are all gone mad 
after Jesus, as if he were the Christ. We implore 
thee, therefore, to instruct all, who have come up to 
the Passover, concerning the truth. For we all 
venerate thee ; we all bear testimony to thee, that 
thou art Just, and no respecter of persons. Stand, 
therefore, on a lofty place of the Temple, that thou 
mayest be seen and heard by all ; for all the Tribes 
with the Gentiles have come up to the Passover.' 
.... They placed him, therefore, on a pinnacle 
of the Temple, and cried aloud, *0 thou Just 
man, whom we all ought to believe, tell us, since 
the People is going out after that Jesus who has 
been crucified, tell us. Which is the Door of Jesus T 
" Such was their question. To which St. James 
replied with a loud voice, ' Why ask ye me concern- 
ing Jesus the Son of Man ? He sitteth in heaven on 
the Right Hand of power, and will come again on the 
clofuds of heaven^ . . Upon this many of the 
people exclaimed, * Hosanna to the Son of Da\dd !' 
But St. James was cast down headlong by the 
Scribes and Pharisees ; and falling upon his knees 
and praying, * Father^ forgive them^ for they know 
not what they do^ he was stoned and beaten to death.'* 
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Such is the narrative of Hegesippus concerning 
the martyrdom of St. James. 

Much perplexity has been occasioned by the 
words which occur twice in this history, " Which is 
the Door of Jesus f " As they appear to bear upon 
our present subject, and as no satisfactory explana- 
tion*, as far as I am aware, has as yet been offered of 
them, perhaps the following endeavour to account 
for them may be viewed with more indulgence. 

The Jews, we know from the Acts of the 
Apostles, were exasperated at the rescue of St. 
Paul from their hands ; and we learn f from early 
Church history, that they therefore determined to 
wreak vengeance upon St. James. It has been 
justly observed :]:, that the publication of St. James's 
Epistle, addressed to the Jews at Jerusalem, as well 
as to the Tribes of the dispersion and to the Jewish 
converts, — to whom doubtless copies were carried by 
those who came up to the periodical Jewish feasts, 
and so the Epistle was dispersed throughout the 
world, — ^was very obnoxious to some of the Jews, 
especially to the higher classes, because it announced 
the Woes that would soon fall upon them and upon 
their infatuated Country. 

The Tribes, to whom it was addressed, came up 

* The various opinions may be seen in the Variorum Notes 
to Eusebius, ii. 23 ; and in Lardner's Life of St. James, ch. xvi. 

f Euseb. ii. 23. 

% By Lardner. See Macknight, Preface to St. James, 
sect. iii. 
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to the Passover ; and the Rulers hoped, by means of 
flattery or menace, to obtain from St. James some 
recantation of what he had written. It is certain, 
from the narrative we have quoted, that the ex- 
pression, " Which is the Door of Jesus ?" was a 
taunting question commonly addressed to the 
Apostle. What did it mean ? " The people is gone 
wild after Jesus : they expect that He will imme- 
diately appear. Which, then, is the way ? What 
the road by which He will come ? Which the Door 
by which He will enter ?" 

Such seems to be the meaning of the question. 

And further : it contains, I believe, a reference to 
one of the most striking passages in St. James the 
Just's own Epistle, — "The coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh, behold the Judge standeth before the 
Door'^r 

This supposition is confirmed by the reply of St. 
James, " He will come on the clouds of Heaven ;" 
that is, Jesus, the King of Glory, has entered the 
Doors of Heaven ; through the " everlasting Doors " 
of Heaven He will come to judge the World. 

If this supposition be true, then it would appear 



* James v. 8, 9. Compare Matt. xxiv. 33. " It is near, even 
at the Door." In the words also, ** Thou art no respecter of 
persons,'* there may, perhaps, be a reference to James ii. 1. 9. 
The words in his Epistle i(^ovivaaT£ tov A/fcacoi^, ovk clvtitclv^ 
atrai vjjuy (v. 6.) ; and ttoXv i<T\y£i ^irjaiQ Aiica/ov ipepyovfiit'ti 
(v. 16), have a special interest considered in connexion with the 
prayer and martyrdom of " the Just" follower of the Just. 
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probable from this reference to the Epistle, that 
it was generally known at Jerusalem, and to the 
Twelve Tribes of the Dispersion, and was received by 
the Churches * of Palestine. 

Let me observe, further, that this Epistle is con- 
tained in the early primitive version of the Syrian 
Church, which, from its neighbourhood to Palestine, 
where the Epistle was written, had the best means 
of ascertaining its authority. It was received also 
by the Roman Church f in the second century, and 
is frequently cited by St. Clement t> Bishop of 
Rome, the fellow-labourer of St. Paul. But fur- 
ther : St. Jude, in his Epistle, introduces himself as 
the " brother of James ;" by which he seems to inti- 
mate that James was well known to those whom he 
himself addresses. This could hardly have been, 
except by an Epistle ; for James, as far as we know, 
never left Jerusalem. Besides, some early J inter- 
preters affirm that St. Paul himself refers to St. 
James, when he says, in the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
^'Remember your spiritual guides^ who have spoken 
unto you the word of the Lord^ whose faith follow^ 

* The words in St. James, Ep. ii. 2, prove the existence of 
public religious assemblies among those to whom he wrote ; and 
his directions concerning religious assemblies seem to intimate 
that the letter wherein these directions were given, would be read 
in them. 

f It is cited by Tertullian de Orat. c. 8. adv. Jud. 2. 

X Capp. X. xxiii. xxxviii. 

§ Theodoret ad loc. 
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considering the end of their conversation^ T that is, 
meditating on the close of their labours. 

Here, it has been thought with much reason, 
St. Paul refers the Hebrews to the glorious martyr- 
dom of the Bishop of Jerusalem, and to the Word 
of the Lord spoken by him in his Epistle. 

And further still. There are more than ten dif- 
ferent passages of a moral and doctrinal character 
in St. Peter's First Epistle (an Epistle, be it remem- 
bered, universally received as inspired, from the first, 
and written after f that of St. James), which coincide 
literally more or less with passages in the Epistle of 
St. James X ; and so St. Peter, or rather the Holy 
Spirit speaking by St. Peter, bears a strong, though 
silent, witness to the Inspiration of this Epistle. 

* Heb. xiii. 7- 

f For it was written a short time only before St. Peter's own 
death, (see below p. 272,) which took place A.D. 6S. And 
St. James was martyred A.D. 62. 

X Compare James i. 1. = 1 Pet. i. 1. 
James i. 2. = 1 Pet i. 6. 

= 1 Pet. iv. 12. 
James i. 11. = 1 Pet. i. 24. 
James i. 18. = 1 Pet. i. 3*. 

= 1 Pet. i. 23. 
James ii. 7. = 1 Pet. iv. 14. 
James iii. 13. = 1 Pet. ii. 12. 
James iv. 1. ^ 1 Pet. ii. 11. 
James iv. 6. = 1 Pet. v. 5, 6. 
James iv, 7. = 1 Pet. v. 9. 
James iv. 10. = 1 Pet. v. 6. 
James v. 20. = 1 Pet. iv. 8. 
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He could not give a clearer testimony to it, than 
by thus adopting parts of it and incorporating it in 
an inspired Epistle. 

We therefore arrive at the conclusion, first, that 
the sacred functions, divine endowments, and saintly 
life and death of St. James, the Lord's Brother, 
the First Bishop of Jerusalem, render it probable, 
a priori^ that an Epistle, addressed by him to the 
converted and unconverted Jews is divinely inspired; 
and that, secondly, in fact, the Epistle of St. James 
was received as Scripture in the age of the writer, by 
persons whose verdict is conclusive concerning its 
Inspiration; and we add, that the Epistle itself, 
especially when considered with respect to the cir- 
cumstances under which it was written, confirms this 
belief. 

Let me add, lastly, — and this remark, be it ob- 
served, applies to all the Five Epistles, — that the 
subsequent suffrage of the whole Church in favour of 
these Epistles proves that those particular Churches 
judged aright^ who received these Epistles from the 
beginning. 

Christ never promised Omniscience or Infallibility 
to any mie branch of His Church. But He did 
promise to be alway with His Churchy and to guide 
her into all truth ; and this promise would not have 
been fulfilled, if either the whole Church were now 
in error concerning the Inspiration of these Epistles, 
or if, these Epistles being inspired, their Inspiration 
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had not been known to any portion of the Church 
in the age in which they were written. 

But we must pause here for the present^ and 
reserve to another occasion what still remains to be 
said on the other Catholic Epistles. 



LECTURE XL 



JUDE 17. 



" But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before 
of the Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ.** 

We pass now to the Second Epistle of St. Peter. 

Its genuineness being acknowledged, of which 
proof has been given on a former occasion * no one, 
I think, can doubt f its Inspiration. 

Its author is St. Peter ; St. Peter about to die for 
Christ, and delivering a farewell charge to the 
Church. " / know that shortly I must put off this my 
tabernacle^ even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed 
me ; moreover, I will endeavour that ye may he able 
after my decease to have these things always in re- 
memhrance \r He, therefore, anticipates that this, 
his last letter, will be generally received, and read. 

This expectation has been fulfilled. He also utters 
a prophecy. " There shall be false teachers among 

* Lect. vii. p. 184. 

■f- I have not, therefore, thought it worth while to dwell on its 
reception by Justin Martyr, c. Trypho, p. 308. See Mede's 
Works, p. 611. Irenaeus, v. 23 ; v. 28. 

X 2 Pet. i. 14, 15. 
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yau^ he says, " who shall privily bring in damnable 
heresies^ even denying the Lord that bought themr 
This, also, we shall see, has been fulfilled. And 
prophecy is a work, and a fulfilled prophecy is . a 
proof, of Inspiration. 

Again, he couples the Second Epistle with tlie 
First, and puts it on a par with it ; and the First 
Epistle has ever been received as Inspired. This 
Second Epistle, (he says,) in the first verse of the 
third chapter, / write to you already *, that is, sooner 
perhaps than you may have expected after the first, 
in "both which Epistles f I now stir up your pure 
minds by way of remembrance.^' The Author, there- 
fore, presents the Epistle as inspired. And, surely, 
if there ever was a time in the life of the Blessed 
Apostle, to whom Jesus Christ gave many excellent 
gifts, and commanded him earnestly to feed His 
flock ; if there ever was a period of his ministry in 
which a double effusion of divine grace might have 
been expected by him, both for his own sake and for 
that of the Church of Christ, it was when he was 
uttering his last words, and was girding up his loins 
to follow Christ, by dying on the cross. 

But this is not all. The Apostle St. Jude, the 
brother of St. James, has authenticated St. Peter's 
Second Epistle by adopting much of it into his own. 

♦ fl^iy ypd^w: whence it appears that the First Epistle also 
was written only a short time before his death, which took place 
A. D. 68. 

•f- 2 Pet. iii. 1. Ip ale heyeiput. 
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St. Jude*s Epistle consists of only twenty-five 
verses, and it is very remarkable that in these 
there are eleven passages from St. Peter's Second 
Epistle *. St. Jude bears witness to the fulfilment of 
St. Peter's prophecy, to which I have just referred : 
" There are certain men who have crept in privily^ 
(says St. Jude,) who were foreioritten (that is, an- 
nounced by the Apostolic prophecy) to this con- 
demnation ; ungodly men . . . denying the only Ood^ 
and Our Lord Jesus Christ f ." 

This passage, be it observed by the way, clearly 
teaches our Lord's Divinity ; for the words, " denying 
God and our Lord Jesus Christ'^ of St. Jude are 
parallel to, and identical in sense with, the words 
" denying the Lord that bought them " of St. Peter. 

But, to return ; St. Jude quotes St. Peter's Epistle 
as already known and received, as an Apostolic 
Epistle, by those whom he, St. Jude, addresses. 
Thus, he says, " Beloved^ remember the words spoken 
before by the Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, how 

* Jude 2. = 2 Pet. i. 2. 
Jude 4. = 2 Pet. ii. 1. 
Jude 6. = 2 Pet. ii. 4. 
Jude 7. = 2 Pet. ii. 6. 
Jude 8. = 2 Pet. ii. 10. 
Jude 9. = 2 Pet. ii. 11. 
Jude 11. = 2 Pet. ii. 15. 
Jude 12. = 2 Pet. ii. 17. 
Jude 16. == 2 Pet. ii. 18. 
Jude 18. = 2 Pet. ii. 1. 
Jude 18. == 2 Pet. iii. 3. 
t Jude 4. 
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they told you that there should be scoffers in the last 
time walking after their own ungodly lusts.'^ This is 
verbatim from St. Peter's Second Epistle. "i2^- 
member the commandment of us the Apostles . . . 
Knowing this firsts that there shall come in the last 
days scofferSy walking after their own lusts * " 

Thus St. Jude bears witness to the Inspiration of 
St. Peter's Second Epistle, by appealing to its pro- 
phetical veracity, and by adopting its words, and by 
referring to it as received by the Churches to which 
he, St. Jude, wrote. 

St. Jude's own Epistle, which appears to have 
been written after the death of all the Apostles 
except St. John, was received both in the Eastern 
and the Western Church in the second and third 
centuries f . 

Again. If the genuineness of this Epistle be 
established, there cannot, I apprehend, be any doubt 
of its inspiration. And its genuineness may, I 
think, be proved as follows. The Author of the 
Epistle describes himself as Jiide^ the servant of 
Jesus Christy and brother of James. St. Jude, we 

♦ 2 Pet. iii. 3. Concerning the pernicious doctrines and 
licentious practices of these false Teachers and their followers, 
see particularly Hammond's Dissertationes, Diss. i. capp. iii — 
viii. tom. iv. p. 725. ed. 1684. 

f Canon Muratorianus ; Epistola sane Judae in Catholica habe- 
tur. — Clemens Alex. Paed. ii. p. 239. iii. p. 431. Adumbratio in 
Ep. Jud. p. 1007. Tertullian, de Cultu Foem. 1. 3. Origen 
(Huet. i. p. 223) well calls it " an Epistle of few lines, but full 
of powerful words of divine grace." 
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know, died before St. John, that is, before the 
beginning of the second century. Now, we learn 
from early Church History*, that St. James was 
succeeded in the Bishopric of Jerusalem by Symeon 
his brother; and also, that Symeon sate in that 
see till the year of our Lord 107, when he suf- 
fered martyrdom by crucifixion, in the 120th year 
of his age. 

We find that the Epistle of St. Jude was known 
in the East and the West in the second century ; it 
therefore appears to have been circulated in Symeon's 
lifetime; indeed, an Epistle, bearing the Apostle's 
name, sudjlrst appearing after the beginning of the 
second century, would never have received any 
currency, such as the Epistle of St. Jude has re- 
ceived ; and Symeon would never have permitted a 
letter bearing the name of an Apostle, his own 
brother, Jude, brother of his own Apostolical prede- 
cessor, St. James, to have been circulated, if it had 
not been really written by St. Jude. The Epistle, 
therefore, of St. Jude, is genuine ; it is the work of 
an Apostle, and the Epistles of the other Apostles 
being proved to be inspired, its Apostolic origin is a 
proof of its Inspiration. For Christ gave eqtml gifts 
to all His Apostles; Christ made the same promise 
to them all. " Ye shall sit upon twelve thrones judg- 
ing the twelve tribes of Israel ^J^ "And when 
Matthias came into the place of Judas, and was 

* Euseb. iii. 32. f Matt. xix. 28. 

t2 
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^^ numbered with the eleven Apostles*,'' the Holy 
Ghost fell upon them all ; the tongues of fire sate upon 
each of them. And in the Apocalypse, it is said, " that 
the wall of the Holy City has twelve foundations, and in 
them the names of the twelve Apostles of the Lamb f ;'* 
and thus in the last book of the New Testament, to 
all of the Apostles is ascribed equal honour ; and so 
all have equal inspiration. 

Of the two short Epistles ascribed to St. John 
I would observe, that, whatever is of a doctrinal 
character in them is contained in his longer Epistle, 
which has ever been received as inspired. If they 
were written before that Epistle, then he has autho- 
rized them by adopting their teaching and language ; 
if after, then he has given a no less weighty sanction 
by anticipating it. They certainly were not written 
by any false teacher, for they contain only true 
doctrine, — the doctrine of St. John; and whoever 
committed them to paper, (and all testimony :|: is in 

* Acts i. 26. f Rev. xxi. 14. 

X See Origen's testimony in Appendix A. No. VIII. (a), and 
that of Dionysius, Bishop of Alexandria, in the third century, 
ap. Euseb. vii. 25. ovZt iv t^ hEvripq. tpepofxivri *l(oavyov koI 
Tpirriy KaiTOt ppaxeiaig ovaaig eirKTroXaig 6 *lu)dvvrfQ ovofxaaTi vp6~ 
Ktirai aXKa avwyvfjuog 6 irpea(}vTepoc yiypairrai, Irenaeus, 
whose testimony — on account of his connexion with St. Polycarp, 
the disciple of St. John — is of the greatest weight, unhesitatingly 
ascribes the Second Epistle to St. John (Adv. Hser. i. 16. § 3 ; 
and again, iii. 16. § 8) : and if the Second is his, so is the Third ; 
for the word 6 wpefffivrepoQ identifies the author of the one with 
that of the other. The Roman Canon, also, of the second cen- 
tury says, " Johannis duce in Catholica habentur." App. A. No. vi. 
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favour of their genuineness,) their essence is his; 
and so in substance they are inspired. 

Let me here desire your attention to a very 
remarkable connexion between the First Epistle of 
St. Peter and the Second of St. John. 

The First Epistle of St. Peter, as appears from its 
commencement, is addressed to the " ElecU scattered 
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia;" that is, to the Jews dispersed in Asia 
Minor ; and at its close we read, " The Church that 
is at Babylon^ elected together with you, saluteth 
you, and so doth Marcus my son." 

The Second Epistle of St. John begins thus : " The 
Elder to the Elect Lady and her Children whom I 
love in the truth :" and it ends with the words, " The 
Children of thine Elect Sister greet thee." 

You are aware that it is much doubted what place 
the Babylon was, from which St. Peter wrote ; and 
also, whether the Elect Lady, to whom St. John 
wrote, was a Person or a Church. 

If I may venture to offer an opinion on these long 
controverted points, I would say, that both these 
questions may, I think, be determined at once ; and 
that, by the solution of them, we shall gain an 
important result with respect to the Canon of the 
New Testament. 

In some ancient Latin manuscripts, St. John's 
first Epistle is inscribed Ad Parthos*^ — to the 

* See Note below p. 282 ; and Lardner, ii. 587. iii. 428. 
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Parthians ; and, as is probable from earlier authori- 
ties, as well as from internal evidence, this inscription 
belongs to St, John's Second Epistle, as well as the 
First, if not to the exclusion of the First. The Latin 
Translator of a work of Clement of Alexandria*, 
(the Greek original of which is not now extant), says, 
^^Secunda JohannisEpistola, quae ad Virgines inscripta 
est, simplicissima est." It has been well conjectured 
that St. Clement wrote irpoq napdovc, which was 
corrupted into Trpog riapdivoiic, whence the Laiin 
Translator wrote ad Virgines; and this is almost 
certain, from the fact that there is nothing at all in 
St. John's Second Epistle concerning Virgins ; and 
St. Clement himself says that this Second Epistle 
was written to a certain Bahyhnian^ and that the 
word Electa, the Elect Lady, intimates the Election 
of the Church. St. Jerome gives the same meaning 
of the word Electa f; he applies it to a Church; 
and this is still further confirmed by the word Kupia, 
or Lady, which is very appropriate to a Church 
(Kvpta/cij) as connected vdth Kvpcoc, the Lord. 

But what is to be said of the word Babylonia^ to 
whom, Clement afiirms, St. John wrote his Second 
Epistle ? and how is it to be connected with the in- 
scription "Ad Parthos," — to the Parthians, — which 
St. Clement appears to say belongs to that Epistle ? 

We would suggest the following reply : 



* Adumbrat. p. 1011. St. Clement flourished A.D. 192. 
f See Hammond on 1 Pet. v. 13. 2 John ii. 1, 
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St. Peter was the Apostle of the Jews, and he was 
the beloved fellow Apostle of St. John ; he addresses 
his First Epistle to the Jews of the Asiatic dispersion*; 
that is, to those of St. John's peculiar province ; and 
he closes his Epistle with the salutation, "Your co-elect 
Sister Church at Babylcm saluteth you, and so doth 
Marcus my son." And St. John, the brother Apostle 
of St. Peter, elect together with him, — St. John, spe- 
cially beloved by Christ, as Christ was specially 
beloved by St. Peter, — St. John, the Metropolitan f 
of the Elect of Asia, whom St. Peter had addressed, 
writes to the Elect Lady and her children, whom he, 
St. John, loves in the truth ; and he closes his 
Epistle with the salutation, " The Children of thine 
Elect Sister greet thee." 

"The Elect Lady," I believe, was the Church of 
Babylon, and her "Elect Sister" was the Asiatic 
Church. 

Hence, as I suppose, St. Clement says that St. 
John writes to a Babylonian Electa, signifying an 
Elect Church ; and also, according to the conjecture 
already mentioned, to the Parthians^ of whose empire, 
as it then existed, Babylon^ it must be remembered, 
was the most celebrated city, as far as the Jews and 
their history are concerned. Hence, Milton, in the 
third book of the Paradise Regained f , well writes, 

* 1 Pet. i. 2. 

"f- See the authorities collected by Archbishop Ussher, "Original 
of Metropolitans," pp. 65—95. Oxf. 1641. 
X Ver. 280. 
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"There Babylon, the wonder of all tongues. 

All these the Parthian holds." 

Babylon was the city to which the Two tribes were 
carried away captive, and from which those of the 
Asiatic dispersion, to whom St. Peter writes, were de- 
rived; and we know, from Philo and Josephus*, 
that Babylon contained a great many Jews in the 
-Apostolic age. 

In fact, the Second (and, perhaps, also the First) 
Epistle of St. John, who is said to have preached the 
Gospel in Parthia f , appears to have been written to 
the elect Church of the Parthian Assyria, of which 
Babylon was the head ; and to be of the nature of 
a reply to St. Peter's First Epistle " to the Elect of 
Asittj' written from the same Bahylon^ and bearing 
the salutation of the co-elect Church of that city. 

But what, it may now be asked, had St. Peter to 
do with the Assyrian Babylon? 

Let me offer a reply to this enquiry. 

It has been well observed by the learned Joseph 
Mede X^ that there is something very significant in 
the arrangement of the names of the countries spe- 
cified by the inspired Writer of the Acts of the 
Apostles, in his enumeration of the Jews of the 
dispersion who had flocked to Jerusalem on the day 
of Pentecost, and were witnesses of the effects of 

* Philo Legat. ad Caium, § 36. Josephus, Antiq. xxiii. 12. 
f See tlie authority in Cave, Life of the Apostles, p. 364. 
J Book i. Discourse xx. 
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the Descent of the Holy Ghost on the Apostles *, 
and listened to St. Peters sermon on that day, by 
which three thomand sotds were added to the Church. 
" How hear we every man in our own tongue wherein 
we were born ?" 

Now, let us observe the Historian's order. First, 
" Parthians^ Medes, and Elamites^ and the dwellers in 
Mesopotamia and Judcea^ These were the Jews of 
the dispersion f of the Two tribes and of the Ten 
tribes, and these Jews of the dispersion of the two 
tribes and of the ten tribes were now subject to the 
Parthians^ whence the Parthians are named^r^^ ; and 
of these the metropolis was Babylon. 

Next in order come those of the Asiatic disper- 
sion, who were derived from Babylon, and are called 
in the Acts, " the dwellers in Cappadocia^ in Pontus 
and Asiay Phrygia and Pamphylia^ 

Hence we see why St. Peter, the Apostle of the 
Circumcision, went to Babylon — the Parthian Baby- 
lon. It was the head-quarters of those whom he 
himself had addressed with such wonderful success 
at Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, and who are 
named first in order by the inspired Historian of 
the Acts. 

Hence, also, we see, why, being at Babylon, St. 
Peter addressed an Epistle to the "strangers scat-- 

♦ Acts ii. 8. 

f Concerning these several dispersions, see Mede, 1. c. and 
particularly Bp. Pearson, Opera Posthuma, ii. p. 31, and Light- 
foot, vol. ii. p. 1144, ed. Lond. 1684. 
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tered throughout Pontus, Gralatia, Cappadocia, Asia, 
and Bithynia." They were derived from Babylon ; 
they were co-elect with the Church there. He had 
preached to them also at Jerusalem ; and they are 
placed second in order by the inspired Writer of the 
Acts. 

Hence, also, the Apostle St. John, who was sta- 
tioned in Asia^ among these strangers of the disper- 
sion there, and who had been St. Peter's inseparable 
companion at Jerusalem *, and is particularly noticed 
as such in the Acts of the Apostles, takes up 
St. Peter's language, and responds from Asia to 
Parthia, from Ephesus to Babylon, from the " elect 
sister''' of the one f to the " elect ladj/' of the other %. 

Hence, also, we shall see the appropriateness of 

* See above Lect. vii. p. 190. Acts iii. 1 ; iv. 19; vii. 14. 

t 2 John 13. 

X 2 John 1 . Afler the above passage had been written, I met 
with the following words of Estius (in Ep. I. Joh. Praef. p. 1201. 
ed. Rothomag. 1709) : ** Veterum traditio estad PartW scriptam 
esse Joannis Epistolam : Hunc titulum ei tribuunt Hyginus 
Papa, Epist. i. Possidius in Indie. Op. Augustini, et ipse Au- 
gustinus, Quaest. Evang. ii. c. 39. Denique et Joannes Secun- 
dus Papa in Epist. ad Valerium Episcopum : Scripsit autem ad 
Parthos, quae gens sita erat juxta Medos, quod in ea regione plu- 
rimi essent Judaei ex antiqua dispersione decern tribuum ; unde 
et Act. cap. 2, primo loco referuntur Parthi. Igitur quemad- 
modum Petrus Epistolam dedit ad Judaeos dispersionis Ponti, 
&c., quos Lucas enumeravit posteriori loco, sicet Joannes scripsit 
ad Judaeos in Oriente, id est, in Parthia cum locis adjacentibus, 
non ita tamen quin uterque Apostolus suam Epistolam communi- 
catam voluerit etiam gentilibus earundem regionum qui in 
Christo crediderant utpote membris ejusdem Ecclesiae." 
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the mention of St Mark in St. Peter's salutation, 
"Thy co-elect sister greeteth thee; and so doth 
Marctis my son^ 

For, if we turn back to the enumeration in the 
Acts, we find, firsts as we have said, the Parthian or 
Assyrian dispersion; secmidly, the Asiatic^ derived 
from the Parthian ; thirdly and lastly^ the ^gyptian^ 
who were carried from Judsea into iEgypt by 
Ptolemy Lagus, or, as they are called by the sacred 
Historian of the Acts, " those of JEgypt^ and in the 
parts of Libya about Cyrene^ Jews and Proselytes, 
Cretes and Arabians ; we do hear them speak in our 
own tongues the wonderful works of God." 

These three Dispersions were, if we may so 
speak, St. Peter's audience at Jerusalem on the day 
of Pentecost ; and they were the spiritual Province 
of that Apostle, — the Apostle of the Circumcision. 

Now observe, how did St. Peter provide for all 
these three Dispersions which made up his Province ? 

He provided for the firsts that of Babylon *, by 
visiting them in person. 

He provided for the second^ the Asiatic^ by writing 
to it from Babylon. 

He provided for the thirds the Egyptian, by 
sending to them " Marcus his son," who was the first 
Bishop of Alexandria f . 

* If any one is still disposed to doubt whether the Babylon of 
St. Peter is the Babylon of Assyria, let me refer him to Light- 
foot's Sermon on 1 Pet. v. 13. vol. ii. p. 1144. 

f See S. Jerome's Cat. Script. Eccl. viii. 
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Thus, St. Peter, writing from Babylon to Asia, 
and sending the salutation of Mark, connects all the 
three dispersions together. And thus he took care 
of them all. 

Time and the occasion do not allow that I should 
say any thing here on the reply, derived from these 
results, to the Romish identification of the Babylon 
of St. Peter's Epistle with the See of Rome ; and 
on the consequent claim to universal spiritual supre- 
macy set up for St. Peter, and through him for the 
Bishop of Rome: neither of which allegations is 
compatible with what has been now submitted to 
your consideration. 

But I pass on to observe that St. Peter, in his first 
Epistle, incorporates parts of the Epistle of St. James. 
St. Jude, also, refers to St. James, and adopts the 
language of the Second of St. Peter, which, be it 
remembered, recognizes as Scripture all the Epistles 
of St. Paul. St. John, in his Epistle, responds to 
the First of St. Peter, and interweaves the same 
thoughts and words in all his three Epistles. Thus, 
all these seven Apostolic and Catholic Epistles cohere 
together, and confirm each other. 

This mutual interteMure, if I may so call it, is a re- 
markable characteristic of the Books of Scripture *. 

The second and third Evangelists^ St. Mark and 
St. Luke, pursued a vnse and sure method of warrant- 
ing the truth and genuineness of each former Gospel 
with all the authority of the latter. This they did 
* See above p. 151, line 14. 
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by quoting its words, and thereby recommending 
each other's histories. Thus they became joint 
vouchers for the truth of these genuine Gospels, and, 
at the same time, joint opposers* of the spurious 
ones, which were impiously obtruded on the world. 
St. John pursued a different course for doing the 
same thing ; he authenticated the foregoing Gospels, 
not by adopting, but, for the most part, by omitting^ 
what they had related, and by supplying what they 
had omitted. 

The same is true of the Apostolic Epistles ; they 
are, as it were, entwined one with another in a 
loving embrace of words and sentiments. And the 
Inspiration of one proves the Inspiration of its pre- 
decessors. 

Further; as the beloved disciple, the blessed 
Evangelist and Apostle St John, whose life was pro- 
longed far beyond that of any other writer of the 
New Testament, authenticates the Gospels by omit- 
ting much that they contain, so he also canonizes the 
Epistles likewise by his silence. 

If what had been taught in them had been 
erroneous, he would have raised his voice against it. 
But, by abstaining from entering on those great and 
sublime doctrines handled by St. Paul and St. Peter, 
by St. James and St. Jude, and by confining him- 
self to the Doctrine of Christian Love, St. John 
showed his approval of what they had taught, and 

* Compare Townson*s Works, p. 229 ; and Dr. Owen's 
Observations on the Four Gospels, p. 109. 
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that it was aUnSufficienty without any Additions or 
Developments, provided it was crowned with Charity. 

Thus, we see, the Unity of plan on which the Gros- 
pels and Epistles are veritten bears witness to their 
derivation from One and the Same Spirit. And the 
testimony to their Inspiration from the same beloved 
Disciple, St. John, is a guarantee to us of the Divine 
sanction of Him, on Whose breast that Disciple 
leaned, and drank in Wisdom from His mouth. 

We return, for a short time longer, to the^t?^ 
above-mentioned Catholic Epistles. 

We find that these Epistles, bearing the names of 
Apostles of Christ, were received as Scripture in 
primitive times, by persons who were admirably 
qualified to judge of their authority. 

It is true, they were not received at once by alL 
Scripture, like all instruments in which God is pleased 
to use man's agency, is subject to the laws of Time 
and Space. The Books of Scripture covld not be 
known at once to all; and it was very necessary, as 
we have observed, that they, to whom these veritings 
were brought, should carefully examine their claims 
before they received them as divine. This examina- 
tion required time. Some Churches had better 
opportunities of ascertaining their Inspiration than 
others, and received them at once; while others, 
whose means of deciding were less, suspended their 
judgment. If we may so speak, there was no con- 
spiracy in their favour. One Church after another 
tried them ; one Church after another approved 
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them ; till at length they were received by all ; and 
this final Universal reception is an irrefragable proof 
that those Churches were right, which received them 
at the very first. 

Further. Let us here remark that the doubts 
which were entertained concerning these Epistles in 
some parts of the Church, in early times, are strong 
confirmations of the Inspiration of those other main 
portions of Scripture, — I mean the Gospels, the Acts 
of the Apostles, and St. Paul's Epistles, and the first 
Epistle of St. Peter and St. John, — concerning 
which no doubts were ever entertained in any part 
of the Church. These doubts concerning the one 
show that the authority of the other was indubitable. 
Thus, these doubts are of a twofold use ; by their ea?- 
istence^ as to these ^t?^ Epistles, they prove that there 
was no room for doubting as to the other Books of 
Scripture ; and by being overcome, in the case of 
these Epistles, they show that these Epistles are of 
equal authority with those which were never doubted 
of at all. 

Now, therefore, we turn to the allegations men- 
tioned at the beginning of our Discourse ; and we 
ask, — Is it true that the Canon of the New Testament 
was not settled till the fourth century ? 

Certainly not, is our reply. The Canon of Scripture 
was settled as soon as it was written ; and it was not 
in the power of the whole world to unsettle it. 
The Books of Scripture did not become inspired by 
time. Eternity cannot raise the word of man into 
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the word of God, nor reduce the word of God into 
the word of man. They were inspired from the 
beginning ; and by those, who had the best means of 
judging, they were received as inspired from the first. 
Others doubted, and were convinced. But it is no 
less preposterous to allege that the Canon of Scripture 
was not settled till the fourth century, than it would 
be to say that the Resurrection of our Lord was not 
believed by the Apostles, till St. Thomas exclaimed, 
" My Lord and my God *." 

Next, it has been asked by Divines of Rome, 
Since the Rule of Faith must be known, and since 
some portions of Scripture were not universally 
received till the fourth century, can Scripture be our 
Rule of Faith ? 

To this, we answer. Scripture, — that is, the Word 
of God written^ — is not the Rule of Faith to those to 
whom it is not giveny or to those who cannot know it 
to be Scripture. But it is the Rule of Faith to all 
to whom it is given. Is, then, Scripture given to tts ? 
Has it been avouched to us by God, as His Word ? 
This, my brethren, be assured, is the question, 
the (mly question for us. And we must answer 
it. And if it is to be answered in the affirma- 
tive, then, let us be assured. Scripture is the Rule 
OF Faith to us. And let us not be deceived by the 
miserable sophistry which would endeavour to per- 
suade us, that, because all parts of Scripture were 
not equally known as Scripture to all Christians in 

♦ John XX. 28. 
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the world for some centuries, and, we might add, are 
not known even now, — especially where the reading 
of Scripture is prohibited^ — that therefore Scripture 
is not the Rule of Faith to those who have had the 
Scripture in their possession for nearly two thousand 
years. Rather let us fear lest we incur the doom 
pronounced upon those who " err^ not knowing the 
Scriptures, nar the power of God *." 

Next, you must be carefully warned against that 
other dangerous error of the Church of Rome, in 
placing these five Catholic Epistles in the same 
category with the Apocrypha of the Old Testament. 

Of the Authors of the Apocrypha let us ever speak 
with respect. But it is no mark of veneration to 
them, to place them on a level with those who were 
inspired by the Holy Ghost, any more than it is real 
reverence for the blessed Saints of God, to worship 
them in the place of God. If the Authors of the 
Apocrypha were now alive, they would be the first 
to say, ^' See thou do it wo^f." They themselves, 
doubtless, would be the first to declare the immense 
difference between their own writings and the 
Catholic EpistleSy and to protest with sorrow and 
indignation against that sin which has put them both 
in the same class, and called them by the same name. 

We, (these holy men would say,) wrote when the 

Prophetical Spirit had been removed from Israel. 

Christ's hands were never laid on our heads. We 

never felt His divine breath. But it was vouchsafed 

* Matt. xxii. 29. f Rt v. xix. 10. xxii. 9. 

U 
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to the Apostles, the Authors of these Epistles, to he 
blessed by the Son of God. They were baptized 
with the Holy Ghost and with fire. They wrote, 
not as we, when the Spirit was withdrawn, but when 
it was given. We confess our own failings ; they 
claim to be inspired. We will not break within 
the veil into the Holy of Holies, where the Ark is 
enshrined, and the Books of the Law deposited by 
its side, by God's own command ; we will not, with 
sacrilegious hands, place our own writings there ; 
we will not be guilty of profanely obtruding our 
books into the hands of Christ Himself, and of 
telling Him, Who knoweth all things, that they are 
BJS divine as those Scriptures which were given by 
God to His people, and which Christ, the Son of 
God, received as the Oracles of God. Nor will 
we thrust our own writings into the hands of Christ's 
Church, and bid her receive them as of the same 
authority with those which Christ, by Himself and 
His Apostles, has delivered to her as the Word 
of God. 

O that the voice of St. John could reach the 
Roman Diotrephes, who bringeth in and casteth 
out of the Church * according to his will ; who muti- 
lates the New Testament that he may add to the 
Old, and disturbs the fabric which is built on the 
foundation of Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ 
Himself being the head cornerstone, that he may 
erect a throne for himself on the ruins. 
* 3 John 10. 
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Lastly. The Seven Catholic Epistles are the Voice 
of Christ to the World, and they ought to be heard 
and read with special reference to two great events ; 
the one past, the destruction of Jerusalem, — ^the 
other future, — of which that one was the type, — the 
Last Judgment. In the Epistle of St. James, and 
the First Epistle of St. Peter, we hear, as it were, the 
dirge of Jerusalem ; and in the others, the funeral 
knell of the Worid. 

In the former, the Judge standeth at the door, to 
execute vengeance on the guilty city. " Weep and 
howl, ye rich men, for your miseries that shall come 
upon you ; ye have lived in pleasure, and been wanton ; 
ye have nourished your hearts as in a day of 
slaughter*.'' *' All flesh is as grass, and all the glory 
of man as the flower of thefleld; the grass withereth 
and the flmoer thereof fadeth away, hut the Word of 
the Lord endureth for ever f ." " The time is come 
that judgment must begin at the house of GodX'' 
" The end of all things is at hand ; a flery trial is to 
try you J," 

Thus a warning was given of those miseries which 
were endured by the City which rejected and con- 
demned the Just One. Before that generation 
had passed away, in which that dreadful deed was 
done, it became the prey of Famine, Pestilence, and 
War, by which more than a million of persons were 
destroyed, and woes were endured, such as . the 

♦ James v. 1. 5. fl Pet. i. 25, J 1 Pet. iv. 17. 

§ 1 Pet. iv. 7. 12. 

U2 
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world had never seen; and at last, Jerusalem was 
burnt, and trodden under foot by the Gentiles. 

The last days of Jerusalem are prophetic of the 
last age of the World. And the warnings addressed 
to the Jews intimately concern us who live in the 
last times. In the Epistles, therefore, which relate 
to Jerusalem, we see much to excite serious re- 
flection and sober awe in ourselves. And the other 
Catholic Epistles, which prophesy of the Great Day, 
speak still more forcibly to us. 

It may be, my beloved brethren, that the Great 
Day is still distant. But Death cannot be far off 
from any of us ; and such as we are at our death, 
such shall be at the Tribunal of Christ. 

Besides, though men are naturally most strongly 
impressed with what happens before their own eyes, 
yet, all allowance being made for this fact, it cannot, 
I think, be denied that our own condition is one 
to awaken the most earnest thoughts. 

Let us remember that it was the folly and sin of 
the Jews to see 7iothing alarming in their own state. 
" Ye hypocrites^ (says our Lord,) how is it that ye 
cannot discern the signs of the times * f " We may 
see too little^ as well as too much^ in our own day. 
Their blindness, we know, led to their ruin. 
And assuredly there is much, very much, in the 
world about us, to remind us of the latter days 
of Jerusalem, and of the final consummation of all 
things. 

* Matt. xvi. 3. 
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Physical and civil calamities, Discord political 
and religious, the heaving and rocking of the 
foundations of society, as if they were moved 
beneath us by some unquiet, invisible spirit, the 
open renunciation of Christianity by some of the 
most powerful Nations of the world (God grant that 
we ourselves be not of that number !) ; the appalling 
avowal on their part that the Gospel shall no more 
be their Charter, and Christ no longer their King ; 
the public encouragement of Error as if it were 
Truth, and the persecution of Truth as if it were 
Error; the connivance at, and even the patronage 
of, unchristian principles and practices by Powers 
professing to be spiritual ; their attempts to dignify 
Lawlessness by the title of Liberty, and to sanctify 
Rebellion by the name of Religion; the letting 
loose of wild licentiousness; in a word, the 
preference of Barabbas to Christ ; these and other 
circumstances which are doubtless present to your 
minds, and on which I will not dilate, will be 
enough to direct your thoughts to that awful Hour 
" in which the heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat *;" 
and the Lord " shall come with ten thoiisands of His 
saints to execute judgment \r 

These things, my beloved brethren, will inspire you 
with godly fear, lest you yourselves be overtaken by a 
doom like that of Jerusalem. They will teach you to 
possess your souls in patience X ; to make the Law of 

* 2 Pet. iii. 10. f Jude 15. J Luke xxi. 15. 
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God the Rule of all your actions ; to meditate, watch, 
and pray. They will excite you to stand firm, to 
" quit you like meUy and be strong * ;" for " he that 
endureth to the end shall be saved-f^'' and " nothing can 
harm you if ye be followers of that which is good :j: ;" 
they will constrain you to perform all the duties of 
your respective callings with faithfulness and love. 
As Rulers and Subjects, as Parents and Children, as 
Masters and Servants, you will do all with a full 
sense of the solemn importance of the words of the 
Apostle, " Seeing then that all these things shaU be 
dissolved^ what manner of persons ovght ye to be in 
aU holy conversation and godliness^ looking for and 
hasting unto the coming of the day of§ GodV 

* 1 Cor. xvi. 13. t Matt. x. 22. 

I 1 Pet. ill. 13. § 2 Pet. iii. 11. 
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A. 

OF ANCIENT AUTHORITIES, ARRANGED IN CHRONOLOGICAL 
ORDER, CONCERNING THE CANON OF THE OLD AND NEW 
TESTAMENT. 

No. I. 

Prologue to Ecclesiasticus. About b. c. 130. 
{Ed. Brett, iv. 295.) 

noXXcDv Kal fji€ya.Xb}v fffxiy ^la rov vdjjiov Kai rwv Trpo^i;- 
Twy Kal Tuty ^XXoiv rioy Kar avrovg iJKoXovOriKoriov ^eEofiiyutyf 
vwip Jy Hoy karly eiraiveiy roy *l(rpari\ waiHiac Kai aoi^iaQ' Kal wq 
oh fJLoyoy avrovg tovq ayayiyuttrKOyrag Biov kffriy Iwitrrri/JLoyac 
ylyetrdaif aXXa Kai rolg eKrog hvvaaQai tovq i^iKoyLaBovyTaQ XP^^^" 
fJLovQ Hvai Kai Xiyovrag Kai ypa<povTaQ' 6 TraTTTroc /aov 'Iiycouc iiri 
TrXeloy eavToy Bovg £*ig re rrjy rov vofiov Kai Twy frpo<^riTiay 
Kai Twy ^XXtav irarpltov fiifiXltov aydyytotnyf Kai ky TOVTOig 
iKayrjv eliv TrcpiTroti/ffa/uei/oc, frporixQ^ 'fat avrog o-vyypd;//ai ri Twy 
elg nai^iay Kai aotpiav ayrfKoyToty, ottwc oi ^iXo/uadetc, Kai rovTiav 
tvrix'^i yeyofjieyoif iroXX^ fidXXoy eiriirpoffdCitri dia rfjg eyyofxov 
(^iw(T£(ag, HapaKtKXriffde ovy jjieT tvyoiag Kai irpoao^jfig Triy am- 
yruKrtv 7roal(70ai, Kai (TvyyywjJLTj y t^^iy t<f dig ay hoKiap.iy 
rwy Kara rrfy kpfxriytiay trttj^iXoiroyrifiii'oy Tiai rwv Xeffoiv ahvva- 
/jtelyf ov yap IffoSvyanei avra kv kavrolg 'E/3paW« Xeyofieya, Kal 
oray fjuraxOy elg eripay yX&afray, Ov fioyoy Be ravra, dXXa Kai 
avTog 6 vofxogy Kai ai vpofprirelai, Kai ra Xoiira rtHy 
fiifiXiwy ov fiLKpav e\ei. Triy hia^opav kv eavrolg XeyojJieya, *Ev 
yc?p T^ oyBo^ Kai rpiaKocrr^ erei kiri rov "Ehepyerov fiaaiXetag 
wapayeyriOeig elg A^iyvirroy Kai avyxpovLfrag^ evp(i)y oh fiiKpag 
Trai^eiag k<l>6Bioy, ayayKaioraroy kdifxriy avTog TrpotxeveyKaadai 
Tivd airovofiy Kai 0(Xo9roreav tov fiedepfxtfyevtrai rriy^e rriy ^i0Xov' 
iroWriy yap aypvirviav Kai kTrifrriifiriy irpoatveyKafievog kv rip 
BiaarrfifxaTi tov xP^^^"*^ irpog to km vipag &yoyra to fiifiXioy 
eK^offdaif Kui TOig kv r^ irapoiKitf. f^ovXofxeyoig ^iXo/JLaOelVf Trpofcara- 
ffKevai^Ofiiyoig to, ^6»| cK>'0/iu>c (^lOTeveiy. 

[a] 
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No. II. 

Philo Jvdmvs of Alexandria in Egypt, flor. a. d. 20. (Fabric. 
Bibl. Graec. iv. p. 722. ed. Haries, Hamburg, 1795.) De 
Vitd Contemplativdf vol. ii. p. 4? 5. ed. Mangey. (de Essenis.) 

*'EiV eKaarri hi olicc^ efniv upov^ 5 KaXeirai fTtfivtiov Koi ixova<nrii' 
pioVf iv f /AoyoitfAtvot ra tov ae/Ayov ^lov fivtrriipia TiXovvraif firjhey 
EitTKOfill^oyreQy fxij iror<$i', fA^ alrov, firihiy ri riHy dWiav oaa irpoQ 
rdq TOV adtfjLarog ^elag iivayKaiaj 6X\a vofiovg^ Ka\ Xoyia 
deffTTKrOiyra Bid irpo^riTiaVf Ka\ vfxyovg Kai rd aXAa olg 

eiTKrHiiJiri icai everifiia avvaviovrai rai riKuovyrai 'Evrvy- 

X<ivovr€c yap role tcpolc ypa/Lt/iacc, i^iKoffotpovai t})v Trarpiov 
^iKoatH^iay oKKriyopovvrtQ^ iveihij avfJifioXa rix Tfjg priTfjg kpfiriyeiag 
yofiii^ovtri <i>v(n(i)g hTroKiKpyfi^ivrtQ^ iv virovoLaig hriXovfiivriQ. "Ran 
^€ airrdig Kid ovyypafi^aTa iraXaiiay kyhpSfv^ oi rfjg aipiaewg 
apxfiyirai y^yofjLtyoi iroXXa fxyri/Jieia Tfjg aXkriyopovfiiyr)g Ihiag 
airiXiTroy. 

No. III. 

Flavius Josephus, bom at Jerusalem a.d. 37. (Fabric. Bibl. 
Graec. v. p. 1.) Contra Apionem i. § 8. Euseb. Eccl. Hist, 
iii. 10*. 

Ov yap fivpiahtg fiifiXitay €lal irap' fifjuy, aavfxipwytay Kol fia^o- 
fiiyaty* hvo hi jjioya npog rolg e'lKoeri Bcj3Xia, tov jray- 

* Dr. Malou, Professor at Louvain, Prophets after Artaxerxes : con- 
and Canon of Bruges, in his recent trary to the plain meaning of Jose- 
elaborate work, ^ La Lecture de la phus, which is, that the accurate or 
Sainte Bible," Louvain, 1846, in exact succession of Prophets which 
which he treats at great length on toos continued up to the time of 
the Canon of Scripture, cites the Artaxerxes, was not continued after 
words of Josephus : iritTTttog oifx that period ; and, indeed, that the 
ofioiag rj^iufrai roig irp6 avr&v did prophetic spirit did not then exist, 
r6 /ii) yivkaOaL ri^v rdv rrpo- wherefore the books written after 
^flTiov oLKpiPfi BiaBoxiv, which that period were not held in equal 
he thus translates, (vol. ii. p. 25. See estimation with those which were 
also p. 33,) ^ Les livres qui les con- composed before it. 
tiennent ne m^ritent pas une foi It is lamentable to see a book, of 
tfgale k celle que nous accordons aux so much research as that of M. Ma- 
premiers, parceque la succession des lou, disfigured by such grammatical 
prophkes a He moins exacte;*' thus blemishes, which much invalidate 
taking for granted that there was its reasoning, and greatly impair its 
a succession, though less exact, of authority. 
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roc exovTa ')(^p6yov T^y dvaypo^^v, rd EikqIwq Qtia ireirco'- 
revfiiva, Ka2 tovtiov wivre fiiv cori rd '^lavaiiaqy d rovg ti 
vofAOVQ irepcexci, Koi Trfy Tfjc avdptaTroyoviag vapahoaiy fJiixpi 
Tffc avTOv TeXivrrjg. OJroc 6 Xp6yoc diroXc/irct rpio'^iX/ofv 
oXiyoy irHy^ *Av6 Be rriQ MwvffiiaQ reXevTtjc fJ^ixP^ ''^C 'Apra- 
^ip^v Tov fjierd iBiiplriy Ueptrdy (iaaiXiioQ iipxfJQ [dpx^C non legitur 
ap. Euseb.], oi fxerd Miavfnjy xpo^^rai rd kqt ahrovg wpax' 
diyra avfiypa'^pay ey Tpiffl Kal Bixa /3i/3X/oic* Al he 
Xoiiral riatTapec HfiyovQ etc toy Oeoy Kal Tciig &ydpw7roic vwo' 
OijKac rov fiiov wtpiixpvtriy. *Airo M *ApraUplov ^lixP^ fov Kaff 
fffJidc XP^^*^^9 yiypairrai fiey eKaara* ircorcwc ^« ohx ofjLolaQ 
if^liaTai ro7c wpo aifTu>yf Bid to fiij yeyiadat Tt^yTwy xpot^rir&v 
cLKpi^ri BiaBoxflv* AfjXoy S* ttmy epyi^ ttuc iifJiUQ toiq IhtoiQ 
ypdfjLfAatri rrewKnevKa/JLey' roerovrov yap aiwyoc ^^i? irap^x^'^^^^^* 
ovTt npoffdtiyal Tig ohieyf ovre cKpeXtly aifTwy^ ovt€ 
fxeradeXyai TtroX/JLriKty, Tldtri Si ovfUJ^vrSy ttrnv tvBvQ Ik r^c 
TTpuirriq yeyiaeatg *lovdaloigj to vo/ti/^eiv ahra deov 2dy/iara, Kal 
TovTOiQ kfAjjieyeiyf Kal vvep avroiv, £c ^coc, dy{]trK€iy ijBiwc. 

No. IV. 

Justin Martyr, born at Neapolis, formerly Sichem, near Sa- 
maria, from a Platonist became a Christian about a.d. 133, 
beheaded at Rome a.d. 165. (Cave, Hist. Lit. p. 61.) Cohor- 
tatio ad Grcecos^ cap. 13. 

El hi TiQ <l>d<rKoi r&y irpox^ip^Q ayriXiyeiy eidiafiiywy /u^ 
fifjuy rac fii^Xovg ravrae aXXa 'lovSaloig irpoaiiKeiy, Bia to 
€Ti Kal vvy iy t€Uq avvaytayalQ avTwy <rut(€<rdaif Kal 
fidrny fifjLdi Ik rovrtay <^<TKeiy rijy deotrifieiay fiefiadriKiyai 
Xiyoif yyutna air' ahrwy rSty ey ralg liifiXoic yeypaniiiywyf Sri 
ovK a^rolc dXXa ii/Juy 4 eK rovrtay dca^ipei BihatrKaXia. To 
^£ nap* *lovhaloic en Kal yvy tclq t^ fj/Aerepif. Beoffepelijf. Bia<pe» 
povaac awieaOai )3//3Xovc» BeiaQ irpovomc epyoy virep fifidv 
yeyoyey' lya yap fiij eK rfjg CKifXiyo'/ac TrpoKo/jiiioyTeg irpoiJMtnv 
^qZiovpyiaQ toIq fiovXofJieyoiQ ^Xatxi^riiJLe'iy fifidg wapdtrx'^f^^yf dwo 
Tfjg Twy ^lovhaiwy avyayutyfjc ravrac d^iov/Jiey irpoKOfil^evBaif lya 
dn avTiJy riiy en irap' avrolc trtol^o/ieywy fiipXltayy &q ^ifAiy rd 
wpoQ BiBatTKoXiay inro rwy hyiaty dyZpS»y ypatjdyra BiKaia o'a^b^c 
Kal (fiaiepwQ KpoaffKei, <l>ayj. 

La 2] 
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No. V. 
Melito, Bishop of Sardis, in Lydia, flor. a. d. 160. (Euseb. 
H. E. iv. c. 26. Hieron. De Viris lUust. c. 24. Fabric. 
B. G. vii. p. 149. Routh, Reliquiae Sacrae, i. p. 107*) 

eirovBj TJ vpOQ rov \6yoy "^^^^ivoq yevitrdai aoi cicXoyacy «*f 
Tt rov v6fAov Kai twv wpo^HTiav ircpc tov (Ttarfipoc Kai 
iraffiyc ttjq iriorcwc ^jtxwi'* en Be koI fAaSely riiy riav na' 
Xatwv fiifiXlbty ifiovXiidrjg dicpi/3ecav, irotra rov itpidfioy kqI 
oirola rriv raliv cicv, etmovBatra ro roiovro irpa^ac, iviard- 
fievoQ (TOV TO (TtrovBd/oif irept r^v TriffriVf Kai 0cXof(a0£C Tcpi rov 
Xoyov* Sti Te fxaXifrra vavnov iroOu rf irpoc Qeov ravra vpo^ 
KpiyeiQf irepL rfjg aiijayiov (Ttifrriplac ayiaviI^ofievoQ* aveXOktv ovy 
eiQ rfiv dvaroXi^v, icai eutq tov toitov yevo/Atyoc eyda eKripv\Ori 
fcai eirpaxdrif Kai aKpi(iwc /iaOwy ra TfJQ traXaidg SiadiiKfiQ 
fii(iXiay viroTCL^ac evefJiypd troi' Jy eon ra oydjjiaTa' Mtovaetag 
ireyre' r£j'£atc>*'E£o^oc, AevVrtico v, *Apt6f»oJ, Aevrcpovd- 
fAtoy. ^JrfffovQ Nav^, Kpcrai, *VovOy BatriXeikfy TefTtyapa^ 
napaXenro/JLey(oy hvo, "^aXfidy Aa/ilBj ^oXo/AwyoQ Ilap- 
Oifteac fj Kai ^o<l>la^ 'E<:#:Xiyo'«aoT))Cf ^AjUfAa tjifffidTwy^ 
'I(tf/3* Ilpo^i^rfa)!', *Haratov, 'leptfxioVf rwy Bu)BeKa kv fxo" 
vofiifiX^^ Aai/i])X, 'If^etcc^X, "Eo'^pac *' el, iv kclL raq kKXo- 
ycLQ eiroiqadfirjyf ci'c H /3«/3Xm BifXwr, 

No. VI. 
Fraomentum Canonis N. T., attributed to Caius, a Presbyter 
of Rome, who flourished about a.d. 196. (First published by 
Mnratori, Antiq. Ital. iii. p. 854. Routh, R. S. iv. p. 2. 
Kirchhofer, Geschichte d. Canons, p. 1. The text is very 
corrupt ; some corrections have been admitted.) 

.... quibus tamen interfuit et ita posuit. Tertio Evangelii Librum 
secundof Lucam. Lucas iste Medicus post ascensum Christi 
cumX eo Paulus quasi ut juris studiosum secundum adsumsisset 
numeni suo ex opinione concriset. Dominum tamen nee ipse vidit 
in came ; et idem, prout assequi potuit, ita et a nativitate Joannis 

* h. e. Esther, item Esdras cum f /. secundum. 

Neemii : vide Routh ad luc. Cosin X f. eum P. q. ut j. s. secum a. no- 

on the Canon, p. 50. mine s. ex ordine conscripsit. 
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incipit dicere. Quarti* Evangeliorum Joannis ex discipulis. 
Cohortantibus condiscipulis et Episcopis suis dixit : Conjejunate 
mihi hodie triduo, et quid cuiquefuerit revelation, alterutrum nobis 
enarremus, Eadem nocte revelatum Andreas ex Apostolis, ut 
recognoscentibus cunctis Joannes suo nomine cuncta describeret. 
Et ideo licet varia singulis Evangeliorum Libris Principia doce- 
antur, nihil tamen differt credentium Fides, cum uno ac principali 
spiritu declarata sint in omnibus omnia de Nativitate, de Passi- 
one, de Resurrectione, de conversatione cum discipulis suis, et 
de gemino ejus Adventu, primo in humilitate despectus, quod 

ro secundo potestate Regali praeclaro, quod futurum 

est. Quid ergo mirum, si Joannes tam constanter singula etiam 
in Epistolis suis proferat dicens in semetipso? Quce vidimus 
oculis nostris, et auribus audivimus, et manus nostra palpaverunt, 
haec scripsimus. Sic enim non solum visorem, sed auditorem, 
sed et scriptorem omnium mirabilium Domini per ordinem pro- 
fitetur. Acta autem omnium Apostolorum sub uno libro scripta 
suntf Lucas optime Theophilo comprehendit, quia sub praesentia 
ejus singula gerebantur, sicut et semote J Passionem Petri evi- 
denter declarat, sed profectionem Pauli ab urbe ad Spaniam pro- 
ficiscentis. Epistolae autem Pauli, quae, a quo loco, vel qua ex 
causa directae sint, volentibus intelligere, ipsae declarant. Pri- 
mum omnium Corinthiis schisma haeresis interdicens, deinceps 
Galatis circumcisionem. Romanis autem § ordine Scripturarum 
sed et principium earum esse Christum intimans, prolixius scrip- 
sit, de quibus singulis necesse est a nobis disputari, cum ipse 
Beatus Apostolus Paulus sequens praedecessoris sui Joannis ordi- 
nem, nonnisi nominatim septem Ecclesiis scribat ordine tali ; ad 
Corinthios prima, ad Ephesios secunda, ad Philippenses tertia, ad 
Colossenses quarta, ad Galatas quinta, ad Thessalonicenses sexta, 
ad Romanes septima. Verum Corinthiis, et Thessalonicensibus 
licet pro correctione iteretur, una taraen per omnem orbem terrse 
Ecclesia diffusa esse denoscitur. Et Joannes enim in Apoca- 
lypsi licet septem Ecclesiis scribat, tamen omnibus dicit. Verum 
ad Philemonem una, et ad Titum una, et ad Timotheum duae pro 
affectu et dilectione, in honore tamen Ecclesiae Catholicae, in 
ordinatione Ecclesiasticae disciplinae sanctificatae sunt. Fertur 
enim ad Laodicenses, alia ad Alexandrinos Paiili nomine fictae 

* /. Quartum. f /. Sanctus. 

X /. scmota passionc P. e. d. sed ct profectione P. &c. § /. autorem. 
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ad hseresim Marcionis ; et alia plura, quae in Catholicatn Eccle- 
siam recipi non potest. Fel enim cum melle miscere non 
congruit. Epistola sane Judce^ et superscripti Joannis duse in 
Catholica habentur. £t Sapientia * ab amicis Salomonis in ho- 
norem ipsius scripta. Apocalypsin etiam Joannis, et Petri, tantum 
[unam ?] recipimus, quam quidam ex nostris legi in Ecclesia no- 
lunt. Pastorem vero nuperrime temporibus nostris in Urbe Roma 
Hermaf conscripsit, sedente Cathedra Urbis Romse Ecclesise Pio 
Episcopo fratre ejus. Et ideo legi eum quidem oportet, sed pub- 
lican vero in Ecclesia Populo, neque inter Prophetas completum 
numero, neque inter Apostolos in finem temporum potest. 
Arsinoi autem, seu Valentini, vel Miltiadis nihil in totum reci- 
pimus, qui etiam Novum Psalmorum Librum Marcioni conscrip- 
serunt una cum Basilide Asianorum Cataphrygum constitutore. 

No. VII. 
Tertullian, Presbyter, of Carthage, a.d. 192. (Cave, Hist. 
Lit. p. 91.) De Cultu Foem. i. 3. 
Scio Scripturam Henoch non recipi a quibusdam quia nee 
in armarium Judaicum admittitur. 

No. VIII. 
Orioenes, Catechist and Presbyter, of Alexandria and Caesarea, 

died at Tyre a.d. 253, aged about 70 years. (Fabric. B. G. 

vii. p. 201.) 

(a) A'pud Euseb. H. E. vi. 25. "Oirtag riHv evBiadfiKtav ypa- 
i^&y kfivriii6vtv<T€v. Tov fiiv ye vp&Toy Uriyov^evoQ ypaXfAOv^ 
eKdeffiv wevolriTai tov twv up&y ypai^Sfv r^c iraXacac hiaQi^KriQ 
KOToXdyoVf UBi vwc ypai^^v Kara Xiitv* "Ovic hyvotiTtov h* 
elvai rac kv^iaBfiKOvg filflXovg, ute 'E)3paIoi wapaBi" 
Bdaaiv, ivo ical Ciicoo'c* 6aoQ 6 apiS/AOQ twv nap* avroiQ (rTot" 
Xeliav itrrlv,** Eira /xcra nva iTuf^ipei Xiywv' " Eial Be ai £%KO(n 
hvo j3//3Xoi Kaff *E/3pa/ovc aih' ^ vap* fffuv Fiyeaig £iriy€- 
ypafAfievrif wap* ^'Efipaloig Be iiiro r^c Apx^c rfjc (il(i\ovy Bpi;ai9, 
oirep Effrivt iy apxij' "Eijo^oc, OircXccr/icliO, owep etni^ ravra to, ovO' 
fiara* AeviTiKoy, Oveicpa, Kai UaXitrey* 'ApiO/tioc, 'A/x/iccr^* 
KothlfA, A£VT£poy6fAioy, *E\£aBBefiap€\fi, olroi oi \6yoC 
'IrjtrovQ viog Nav^, 'Iwaovc ftey vovv, Kpirai, *Pov6, Tap* 
ahrdig kv cvc, 2a0ar£/fi. 'BaaiXniay vputrrif ^evripa, Trap* 

* An eadem quae Proverbia ? Vide sup. No. V. 
t Vide inf. No. IX. ad fin. 
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ahrols ev, 2a/L(ovj)\, 6 deoKKrfroQ' BaacXccftiv, rpirrif TerapTrjf 
iv £i/c, OvafAfAe\€\ Aa/3(d, oirep core (iaffiXila AafilB. UapaXei- 
TTOfxevtoVf irputrrif ^evrepa, ey eyi Aa(^prjia/JL£lv, 6irtp iari Xoyoi 
rifAepwy* "'Eo'^pac, wpCJTog, SevrepoQ^ kv IvJ, *'Ei(pd, 6 itrri 
fiorjdoQ, Bt/JXoc "^aXfjLwVf 2^ap6eXXe//L(. '!^oXofxwvTOs irap- 
oifiiaif Me\a»0. 'E*:ic\)y<rcaflrriyc> KwXcd, ^Acfia 'Ao-^a- 
rwv, ow yap wc vnoXa^fiavoval riveCf " Aafiara ^Aafianav^ Sep 
*Aampifi» 'Horatac, Icaaca. 'lepe/xlac <rvy Qpriyoig Kal 
TJj eTritrroXfj, kv evJ, 'Icpc/iia. Aari^X, Aaw^X. 'If^^cicnyX, 
'leieKiriX. 'U/3, *lw/3. *Eff0j)p, 'Ecre^p. "Efw ^e Tovrtoy €<rri 
ra Maic«:a/3ae«:a, &9rep iiriyeypairrac '^^apfirjd 2a/3avaceX." 
Tavra /ucv o5v ci' r^ Trpoccpiy/icv^ TiOrjai (rvyypd/Afiari, 'Ev 
^c r^ irputTif Ttav eig to Kark MardaloVf tov eKKXri" 
(TiaariKov (pvXarrtav Kavovay fiova rifftrapa clvai 
ivayyiXia /iaprvperai, (3Bi tto^c ypa^cui^* "'12c cv wapa» 
hoaei fjLaO(i)y wspi Ttoy retrtrdputv cvayyfXcW, a ical fiova 
avavTippriTa kariv kv rjf vtto tov ovpavov kKKXrjaiijf, rov 
Qeov' OTi wpwTOv jjiky yiypairrai to kutcl tov tot£ rcXwyiyv, 
vtrrepov Se avoaToXov *lrj(Tov Xpiorov, Mar6aiov, EKBtBatKOTa airro 
Tolg ctTTO *lovBdia/jiov vKrrevffaerif ypajJi/Jiaoriv '"EjipdiKolQ (Tvitc- 
rayfjiivoy' ^ettrepov ii to kutcl MapKov^ wq Ilcrpoc v^iyy^<raro 
avT^f TTOiriaavTa' ov Kal viov kv rjj KaOoXiK^ cirtoroXjf ^la 
TovTutv tbfAoXoyriffe <jtdffK(»tv, *A<nra^£rai vfiac fi kv Ba/3vX£»vi 
(TvveKXeiCTTlf Kal MdpKOQ 6 viog jjiov, Kal Tphov to icara Aovicav, 
TO VTTO riavXov kfraivovfjievov evayyiXioVf roic dvo twv kBvStv 
wewoiriKOTa' iiri wdtri to icara 'Iwawiyy." Kac kv t^ irifiTTT^ 
Be Tutv €«c TO icara *Iwavviyv ci^iyyiyrcicwv, 6 airroc ravra irepi 
rwy kmarToXHtv twv dwoaroXtMiv <l>ri<Tiv' " *0 Be iKavufBtlg 
BicLKovog yeviaOai ttjq Kaivfjc BiaOiiKriQf oh ypd/AfAaTog, dXXa 
irvev/AaTOQj IlavXoCy o ircTrXiypwicciic ro ehayyiXiov and ^lepov" 
eraXiifx Kal kvkXi^ I^^'XP'^ '''^^ *lXXvptKov, ohBe iraaaiQ eypa- 
\p£v, ale kBiBa^eVf eKKXriaiaic' dXXa Kal ale eypaxl^eVf oXlyovg 
ffTixovQ kiricrreiXe, Ilcrpoc Bi^ ktp' ^ olKoBo/AeiTai ») XpiffTOV 
kKKXrfffia, fjc TrvXai ^Bov oh KaTi<rxvaov<riy fxlav kintrroXilv ofio^ 
Xoyovfiivriv KaTaXdXoiirev, "Eo'rii) Be Kal BtvTepav' d^0i* 
fldXXeTat yap, Ti Bel wepi tov avaireerovTOc kirl to (TTfjOog Xiyeiv 
TOV *lriaov, 'Iwavvov, og ehayyiXiov ev KaTaXiXoiirev, ofiO' 
Xoyufv BvvaaBai ToaavTa itoiiiativ & ohBe 6 K6(r/JL0Q \iDpfiaat kBv^ 
>'aro ; "Eypai/zc Be Kal t^v *AvoKdXv\piv, KeXtvadela o'lttfir^ffai 
Kui fit) ypn\pai rag twv kirTci (ipovT&v ff>tavdc» KaraXiXoiirc koI 
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tTTitrToXriv Tcdw oKlytav ffTixutr. ""Earta le xai hevripav koi 
rplTrfv' ivti oh iravreQ ipaal yvriaiovQ tlvai ravrac' irKriv o(fK 
tlai trrixiav hyitpoTtpai etcardv.** "En irpoc tovtoiq wtpi r^c irpoc 
'EfipalovQ mtrroXfjc iv toIq elg avrijfv ofxiXlaiQ ravra BtaXafi^ 
j3av£c* ""On 6 xapaKT^p rrjg XiUi»>i r^C 'fpOQ *El3paiovg ewi" 
yeypafJi/Aivric IvKrroXfJQ ovir t\ei to kv Xoy^ iBiwtikov tov ano- 
moXoVf ofjLoXoyiiffavTOQ eavTov ihwrriv elrai t^ X6y^f Tovritrri 
rj f^pao'ci, SlXXcl iarlv ^ iircoroXi^ avvQiati r^c Xii,tt»»Q 'EXXiyvi- 
Ktaripa^ irac 6 iiriardfitvoQ Kplveiv <ppdat*av Bia^fyopa^ ojJioXoyriaai 
&y» UdXiy t€ aZ 8ti to. yoiifiara ri|C iirtoroX^c Bavfidaid iarrif 
Kol oh Bivrepa rStv hTroaroXiKiav 6/ioXoyovfA£yiov ypa^iioriaVf Kai 
TovTO h.v avfJLipiiaai clvai dXi^Occ irac o vpo<ff)(wv Ty avayyuxrei 
rj avotrroXiK^,** Tovroig liid* erepa eirKJtipii Xiytay' " *Eyw 
^£ avot^aivofiivoQ tiToifA* av, on ra filv yoiifiara tov avoaroXov 
etrriVf fj ^e ^paaic Kal ^ avvOiaiQ atrofAvriiJiovEVffavTdc nvoc ra 
inrotrroXiKa^ Kal werirepEl o^oXcoypa^^o'avr^c tivoq ra eiprifJiiva vtro 
TOV hi^atTKoXov. El r«c oiv eKKXrjala e\ei ravTtiv Tifv iiritrroX^y 
b»Q WavXoVf avTTi eh^OKifxelTw Kal iirl tovt^. Oh ydp 
£iKy 01 ap\a7oi AvSpec ^C IlavXov ahrfiv irapaSeBut- 
Kaai, Tig Be 6 yp&ypag ttiv iwnnoXrfyf ro fiev aXridec QiOQ 
ol^cv. *H Be elc i/ific (pOaaaaa IffTopia^ viro Tiywy fiey Xeyoy- 
Twy, 8n KXrifJiriQ 6 yevofitvoq Mokovoq 'VuffAalwy eypa\l^e r^v 
eTTtaToX^y^ viro Tiywv 5c, ort Aovxag 6 ypa;//a£ ro ehayyiXioy 
Kal rdg Upa^eic,** 'AXXa ravra /ucv i5de e\ena, 

(li) Idem Orioenes, Inlihr, JesuNave Horn. 8. (0pp. 12, p. 412.) 
— Veniens vero Dominus noster Jesus Christus, cujus ille prior 
filius Nave designabat adventum, misit sacerdotes Apostolos suos 
portantes tubas ductiles, praedicationis magnificam coelestemque 
doctrinam. Sacerdotal! tuba primus in Evangelio suo Matthceus 
increpuit, Marcus quoque, Lucas et Joannes^ suis singulis tubis 
sacerdotalibus cecinerunt. Petrus etiam duabus epistolarum 
suarum personat tubis. Jacobus quoque et Judas. Addit nihilo- 
minus atque et Joannes tuba canere per epistolas suas et apoca- 
lypsim, et Lucas Apostolorum gesta describens. Novissime autem 
ille * veniens, qui dixit : puto autem nos Deus novissimos Apos- 
tolos ostendit, et in quatuordecim epistolarum suarum fulminans 
tubis, muros Jericho et omnes idololatriae macliinas et philoso- 
phorum dogmata usque ad fundamenta dejecit. 

* Paulus, 8C. 1 Cor. iv. 9. 



APPENDIX A. [9 



No. IX. 

EusEBius, Bishop of Caesarea (ol. Turris Stratonis) in Palaestine, 
from A.D. 315 to a. d. 340, where he died, "major septuage- 
nario." (Fabric. B. G. vii. p. 336.) 

(a) Mist, JEccL iii. c. 25. Uepl twv byioKoyQv^iviav deloty 
ypa^iav koX twv /hi) TOiovnov' — EvXoyoi' S* tyravda ytvofiivovq 
avaKetftaXaikKratrOai rag ^riXufdelaac TfJQ Kuivfjc BiaOyKric ypa^ac. 
Kat Bri TaKTiov kv irpojroiQ rriv hyiav twv thayyeXitav rerpaK' 
rvVf oIq ewETai if twv irpa^ewy r&v airoaToXtav ypcupii. Mcrd 
Ee TavTYiv^ TQc IlavXov KaraXeKriov iwiaroXaq, ale tlfJQ rriy 
<l>£pofiivriy 'Iwavvov Trporipav, Kal ofioitag rrjy Tlirpov Kvpw- 
TEov kiciorroXiiv , 'Etti tovtoiq TUKrioVf eiye ipaviiri^ rfiv *Airoicd- 
Xvypiv 'Idiari'ov, wtpt Ifg ra ^ofavra i:ara Kaipov iKdrfffo/JitOa. 
Kal ravra fiev kv OfJioXoyovfiivoig, Twv ^* avTiXeyo/AivbU'f 
yviapiyaav h* oiv Sfiiog toUq woXXolg, fi Xtyofjiipri *Ia«:a»/3ov 
<l>ip€Tai Kal ff *Iov^a, ij re UeTpov Bevripa kTriffroXi), Kal // 
ovofia^ojjiiyri Eevripa Kal Tpirri *I(tiavvov, tire tov £vayy£- 
Xiarov Tvy\avovaaij tiTE Kal crepov 6fJi(ovv/jiov kKeivt^. 'Ev rdig 
vodoig KaTaTeTa\6(i) rac tUv IlavXov irpdieoty r/ ypa^i), 6 re 
Xeyofjieyog IIoc/Lt^v, Aral r/ a7roKaXv\lfig UeTpov. Kal vpog TovTOig, 
fi f^epofievri Bapvafia kniffToXrli Kal Twy afroaToXuty at Xcyo- 
fAEvai BiSa\ai' eTi re wg £0}}^, fj ^Iwdyvov 'ATroKaXvv^ic, ei i^aveiri 
ify Tiveg, utg c^ijv, ddeToveriVf eTepoi ^e eyKpivovai Tolg 
ofxoXoyovfjie voig, "H^rj 3' ky TovTOig Tiveg Kal to KaO^ *Rl3pai~ 
ovg evayyeXioy KaTeXe^aVf ^ fidXitrTa 'Etfipaitoy oi tov Xpiaroy 
irapade^dfjieyoi ^aipovtri, Taura fiey irdyra Twy dyTiXeyofJiiywy 
ay e*irj. *AyayKai(i>g Ee Kal Tovrtav Ofjiwg Toy KaToXoyoy ttcitoi^- 
fieOa, SiaKpiyayTeg Tag Te Kara Trjy eKKXri(Tia(TTiKriy vapd^oaiv 
dXriOelg Kal awXatTTOvg koi dytofjioXoyrifxeyag ypa^ac, koi Tag aXXag 
irapa ravrac, ovk kyBiadriKovg fiev, dXXd Kal dyriXeyofxeyag, 6 fi wg 
Se irapd irXeitrTOig tUv kKKXrfffiaerTiKCiy yiy v (a a ko fie vag^ 
1v eiheyai e\OLfAEV avrdg re rawrac, Kal rdg oyofiari ruty dvO' 
(TToXojy wpog Ttoy alpeTiKutv irpof^epofieyag^ t/itoi tag UeTpov Kal 
Qwfjia Kal MarO/a, rj Kal Tiyiay napd TOVTOvg aXXoiv cvayycXia 
wepie^ovtragf wg *Ay^peov Kal *lwdyyov Kal Twy dXXwy diroaToXwy 
Trpdieig^ Jv ovEey ovBafiwg ky avyypdfXfiari rwy Kard rdg Biado')(dg 
kKKXrfffiaaTLKwy rig di'rjp eig fAyrffirfv ay ay eiy rf^iwaey, lloppw ie 
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TTOv Kat 6 rt/t f^pdaiutq rrupd to ^Ooq to dtroffToXiKoy ivaWdrTei 
XapaKTrjpf if r£ yyu)fjiri Kal ^ tmp iv avrocc <^ipoyL€VWV irpvalpeaigf 
irkeiaToy oaov TfJQ dXridov^ opOoBo^iac dv«f,hovaa, oti BrI aip€TiK£jy 
dvlpiav dyairXafffiaTa rvy^dytif aa<fiaQ irapi<rrrf<Tiv* oOey ovd* ev 
vodoi^ aura icararaicriov, a\V wc dToira irdvTri Koi Bvaat^ii wapai- 
T-qTiov* "lianiiv Brf Xotwoy Kal iwl n^v t^fJQ iffTopiay» 

{b) Idem Eusebius, Hist. Eccl, iii. c. 3. Ilfpc ru»v kirioToXGty 
Titv dirocToXkiv' — WtTpov fxey oZy eiritrroXil fiia if Xtyofiiyri 
avTov vpOTEpa aVu»/ioXoyi;rac* ravT^ Be Kal oi irdXai npefffivTepoi 
a»C dyafjupiXeKT^ £v toiq (TfpHv ahrwy KaTaKs^priyTai avyy pa fifjicun, 
T^v Be <l>epofJiiyriy avTOv Bevripav ovk iyBiddriKoy fitp elvat 
wapeiXrjfpafxey, "OfiwQ Be iroXXoi^ Xphf^il^Q ^avfio-a, fiird Ttav 
dXXtoy etnrovBdffdri ypa<pSiy. To ye fir^y t&v ewiKeKXtffieyiJv 
avTov Upd^ewyf Kal to Kar avToy wyofxaaiiivoy fivayycXiov, 
TO Te XiyofJLeyoy avTov K^pvy/ia, Kal Trjy KaXov/JieiTiy *AiroicaXv- 
i//ti/, oifB* oXwQ iv KaOoXiKolg "tafjiev irapaBeBo/Jieyaf oti fiiiTe 
dpxaitoy fifiTe TCjy Kaff fifidg tiq eKKXriffiaffTUog avyypa<^ev^ 
ToTiQ c£ altTiav avve')(priaaTO jjiapTvplaiQ, Tlpo'iovtTtii Be ttjq iffTOpiag, 
npovpyov noiiiffofAai ovy rale BiaBo^al^ virotrrifiyyaffdaif rlye^ tUv 
KaTa ')(p6yovQ eKKXriaiatTTiKuty cruyypatpewy owoiaiQ Ke')(privTai tQv 
dyTiXtyoiievkfVf Tiva Te ^repc tUv eyBiaOriKbty Kal ofAoXoyovfiiywy 
ypa(pwy, Kal ova inpl Ttay fxii TOiovTwy avTolg e'ipriTai, 'AWd Ta 
fiey 6vo/jiai^6/Aeya Ilirpov, iy fxdyrjy fiiav yvY\aLav eyviav eintnoXiiv^ 
Kal napd toIq ^rdXai irpeapvTepoig ofioXoyovfJievriyf TotravTO. Tov 
Be IlavXov npoBriXoi Kal (Ta<pelQ al BeKaTeaaapeg. "Oti ye fii^v 
Ttyic ijdeTriKam rrfy irpOQ '£/3pa/ovc» trpoQ r^c *Pa»^a/wv 
eKKXticrLaQ utg fjirl IlavXov ovtray awri)v dyTiXeyeffOai ^i/ffavrecy 
ov BUaioy dyyoelv, Kal rd irepl TavTriQ Be toIq irpo iffiSty elprifJLeva 
KaTd Kaipov frapadiiaofJLai. OvBe fitly Tag Xeyofiivag avTOv Ilpct- 
^ig ev dyafJKJuXeKToic wapeiXri<l>a, 'Ettci Be 6 avroc airdflrroXoc, 
ey ro«c evl TeXei Trpoarprfcreart Tfjc vpoc *Pai/ia/ovc> fiyiffirfy irevoirf'- 
rat /icra TGtv aXXtay Kal 'Epjiid, ov f^aaly vvdp'^ei.y to tov Hoifjieyoc 
(iifiXLov^ ioTeoy wc Kal tovto irpog fJiey Tiywv ayriXeXeKTat, BC ovq 
OVK ay iy ofioXoyovfieyoLQ Tedeirf, v<p* eTepatv Be aVayicaiorarov olc 
/ioXcora Bel (rroi\eiktffeiaf: elaayioyiKfiQf KeKpiTai, "OOey ijBii Kal 
ey eKKXrfaiaiQ *i<Tfiev aitTO BeBrffio<nevfxevoy^ Kal Tdy TaXaiOTaTUiy Be 
<rvyypa<(tei»ty Ke\prffxiyovQ Tivdg aitT^ KaTelXtf^pa, Tai/ro etc irapa- 
oTaaiy Tdy Te dyavTippifTtav Kal twv fJirj irapd vaaiy bfwXoyovfieyior 
Oeiwy ypafifidriay elpifaQw, 
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No. X. 

S. Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, a.d. 326 ; died a.d. 373. 
(Fabricius, B. G. viii. p. 171.) 

(a) Ex Festali Epistola xxxix. torn. ii. p. 961, ed. 
Benedict. — 'A\X* iirei^i) irepl fxev rdv alperiKufv kfivriaBrifiev^ a»c 
reKpCjy, irspl Ee fffiwv wg €x6vt(m)v wpog atirrrjplav tclq deiac 
ypa^ac* icai 0o/3ot//tia( /Lt^TTcuC) a»c eypaypev KopivOioig Ilat/Xoc, 
okiyoi Twv cLKEpaitav awo rfJQ knXoTtiTOQ koX rfj^ dytoriyroc wXai/iy- 
ddaiVf airo rfjg iravovpyiag riviHv avOpojirioVy koI Xoittov eyTvy\d' 
vEiv kripovQ ai^wvrai, role Xeyofiipoig avoKpvf^iQ^ airarwuevoi rp 
6fAtavvfii(ji. Tiav aXrjdiav fiifiXltay* vapaKoXut avi^eaOai el vepl Jv 
kwiaraadiy iripl tovtwv Kaytit fxvriiJLoyevtoy ypa^oii hidre riiv amy- 
KTjv Kal TO ypriaiyiov r^c £«c»cXiy(riac' fiiWtav Be Tovruty fjLvrjfioveveiVf 
'XpTfffofJLai wpog avarafTiv r^c efxavTOv roXfiriQ rf tott^ tov ivayyc- 
XioTov AovKa' XiyufV nal avTOQ* eweiBriwep Tiveg eirexeipriaav 
dvardlaaSai cavrocc to. Xeyofieva air 6k pv^pa, kui evi" 
fxi^ai ravra rjf deowvevarf ypa0^, ire pi Jc iirXri<^opridriiJLev^ 
KaOtljg irapeBoaav role i^arpdoiv ol air ap^^c avrdirrac 
Kal viTTipeTai yevdfieyoi tov Xoyov* eBo^y Kafioi jrpo- 
TpairePTi irapa yyrjaitay d^eX0a;v, Kal fiadovrif aytodey cj^c* 
eKdeaOai ra Kayovt^ofieva Kal wapaBoOeyTa irio'rfv- 
deyra re Oela elyai fitfiXia* lya eKacrrog el fiey i/Trar^di^, 
Karayyf rwy wXayriffdyTtay' 6 Be Kadapog Biafieiyag X^^PV 
irdXiy virofAifJLyriffKOfievoQ* en roiyvy rfjg /Jiey iraXaiag Bia^ 
driKrjg fiifiXia r^ dpiO/JL^ to. irdyra elKoaiBvo' TOtravra 
yap, utg ^/covera, «:ai ra tnoixeJa ra irap* *E/3pa/occ elyai 
irapaBiBorai, rp ^£ ra&t Ka\ r^ oyofiarL eariy eKatrroy, 
ovTotg' irpwToy Tiyeerigf elra *'E,^oBogf elra Aev'iTiKoyf Kal 
/jLera tovto 'Apc0/iol, icai Xoittov to AevTepoy6fjLioy» c£^c Be 
TovTOtg evTiy 'Iiycovc o tov Navi), Kal Kpira/. Kal /xcra tovto ^ 
*Pot;0. Kot irdXiy e^fjg BatriXeiioy reaaapa fiifiXla' Kal tovtwv 
TO fuey irpwToy Kal BevTepoy elg ey fiipXloy dpiOfielrai* to Be Tpirov 
Kal TeTapToy 6fAoib}g elg ey' /Ltera Be ravra IlapaXeiiro/icva a 
Kal /3', 6iJioi(og elg ey fii(^Xioy apiBfiov^eva^ cira "Eer^pac a KaX 
ft\ Ofxoiwg elg ey, fiera Be ravTa fiifiXog "^aXfiQy, Kal eifjg II a poc- 
fiiai, elra 'Eic^cXiyccaffri^Cj ica«*'Aio'^a ^.a^icLTuty, icpog tov" 
Toig etrri koi 'Iw/3, Kal Xoiwoy 7rpo0^rai' oi fiey BwBeKa elg ey 
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/3i/3\<(;v aptOfjiovfiiyoi. eira 'HffaiaCf 'lepefAiag, icac ffvt* avr(p 
'Bapov^j QpTJvoi ica< 'EircffroXi), fcac fxer airrov 'E^cicciyX «:ai 
Aavc^X. &XP' Tovrtav ra ttjq iraXaiac SiadfiKric iffrarai, 
ret ^£ r^c jcaiv^c iraXtv ovk oKvrjreoy ccirciv* fort yap raura. 
evayycXia riaaapa' Kara MarOaloi', icara Mapn'ov, icara Aow- 
«ca V, Kara 'liaavvri v, £7ra /icra ravra TLpaitiQ h'iroaT6\(aVf kui 
eviffToXal KaOoXiKai KoXovfieyai riav inroaroKtav eirrd* ovtws fikv 
*laKwfiov a', UtTpov ^e /3'. clra *lutuyyov y'. Kal fiETa Tuvrag 
'loviaa. TTpoQ rovroiQ UavXov aKOtnoXov eitriy tir laroXal ^e«:a- 
TiaaapeQ, ry ra^£i ypa<p6fiEyai. ovroic* vpufrri vpog ^Ptafiaiovc. 
elra irpOQ KopiydiovQ ^vo, Kol iitra ravra vpoq TaXarag, 
Koi llf\Q TTpoQ *E<l>e(Tiovc. lira irpoc ^iXiinrritriovc Koi wpoc 
KoXoffffaejQ, Kai fuera ravraQ vpoQ OeaaaXoyiKeig Bvo* xai 
J irpoc *E/3paiovt* Kal evOvg irpoc f*sy TifjLoOeoy hifo' irpoc ^c 
Tlroy fjtia' Kal reXevrala ^ irpoc ^iXiifioya. Kal vaXiv 
*lu)ayyov *A7roKaXv\pig' ravra wriyal rov tnarripiovt &arf, roy 
ii}l/iiiyra efupopelerdai rHy kv rovroig Xoyiiay' ky rov- 
roiQ fioyoic ro rfjc evaefieiaQ ^iBatTKaXeioy kvayyeXi- 
ierai, /xiySeic rovroiQ kviJDaXXirta* fx^ Be rovrtay a^at^ 
pel ad at ri, ircpc Se rovnoy 6 Kvpiog ^a^BovKaiovc fiky k^vautveif 
Xiywy* vXavdffde fi^ elBoreg rag ypat^ag, roig Be ^lov^aloig trap' 
^yei' epevydre rag ypa^ac' on avrai elai ai fjLaprvpovaai vepl 
kfJiov, 'AXX' eyeKa ye wXeiovog aKpifieiag irpoariQriiii Kal rovro 
ypa^biv ayayKaitog' dtg on early Kal erepa /3t)3Xta rovruty 
e^wdey' ov Kayoyiiofieva fJiev, rervirutfieva he irapa rwy irare- 
ptjy ayaytvLjaKeffdai rdig aprc irpoffepxofjteyoig koi ^ovXofJieyoig 
Karri')(ei(rdaL roy rfjg evaej^elag Xoyoy* 2o0<a ^oXofiHyrog, Kal 
2o0ia 2epaX) ^^^^ ^EaOrip, Kal ^lovBlO, Kal To/3caC} Kal 
Biha')(^rl KaXovfAeyri rijy airooroXoir, Kal 6 Uoifiriy, Kal 
Ofitag^ ayairrirolf KaKeiyuty Kayoyil^ofiiywv Kal rovnay arayiytatrKo^ 
fjUywy^ ovSafjiov rdy airoKpixpiav fiyijfjiri* aXXa alperiKuty kerriy kiri- 
yoiOf ypa<p6yriiiy fxey ore diXovaiy aura, ^api^ofiiytay he Kal 
TTpoanQeyriMiy avrolg ')(p6rovg' ty Cjg TraXaia irpo^epovregy vpo^ 
fj^affiy e\u»aiy avar^y eK rovrov roiig aKepaiovg. 

(b) Idem S. Athanasius, vel, uti nonnulli putant, alius quis 
aetate suppar Athanasio, Synopsis Sacra Scripturce. (" Eximia 
san^ est haec synopsis, cujuscunque tandem sit auctoris, et 
tanta cura, sagacitate, eruditione elaborata ut nihil supra/* — ed. 
Bened. ii. p. 125. Paris, 1698.) 
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Hdffa yp<t^i) fifiufv XififfTiavdr QeoirvivtrTOQ etrriVf ovk adpiara 
^e aWa f^aWov tapiOfiiva fccii KtKavoviafxiva t\f.i rh /3i/3Xia Kat 
iffTi Tfjg fi€v iraXacac BiaOfiKrig rawra. TevtaiQ^ . . . 
"Ejo^oc . . . Atvirticov, 'AptO/xoi, Acvrepo I'o^ioi'' 'Ii/aovc 

Tov Nav^, Kpirai, *Pov0, "BatriXeiwy irpwTri Kai Sevripa, 
3a(TiXeiwy rpirri Kal rerapTTi, UapaXeiirofiivwy npwrov koI 
hivTepov^ "Ecr^pac irpwroQ^ koX ^tVT€poQ%^ ^aXriipiov l^afii- 
riKoVj Uapoifiiai ^aXofiwvTOi, *'EKK\ri(riaffTTlc tov avrovy 
Aifffna <^erfAaTb}v rov avrov, 'loi/B, Ilpo^j^rac ^w^eKUj 'ilaiyc, 

'A/iwc, Mi\aiaQy 'Iw^X, 'Afldiag, *Ici;i^dC) Naov^, 'A/n/Sa- 
Koiffi, 2o0ta;v/ac, *Ayya«oc, Za^^ap/acy MaXa^iac. Ovrot 
/icv o« ^(tf^cfca cic Ir /3i/3X/ov* c^^c ^£ crcpoi reatrapeg wpog tv 
(.KaoTOQ fitflXioyy ovroi *H(TataCf 'lepefxiagj 'E^ciCDyX, Aavt^X. 

*Ofjiov ra Kavoviiofieva ttj^ vaXaidg ^cadZ/fCi^c /3i/3X«a ccfcoirc 
ovo, IffdpidfJia TOiQ (TTOi^iloiQ riav '"El^paiutv, *Ekt6q ^€ rovnov 
elai 9raXiv STCpa (ii(iXla Trjg aifTtjc iraXaiag ^ladriKtiQf ov fcaro- 
viJ^ofiEva fXiVf avny ly I'tiXTKOficya ^e fiovov ro«c iccltti^ov /Jii voig 
ravra* 2o0ca ^aXofjiwvTog, 2o^ia 'Irjaov vlnv ^ipa^,, 
'EaO^pJ, 'lov^rjdf Tw/3«r. To<rai;ra icat ra /ij) fcavoiM^^o^cva, 
rtv€c fjiivTOi tCjv iraXaiCJv tlprfKacri KavovileerQai irap ''E^paioiQ 
Kai rrjv 'Efffliyp, Kat TTjy fiev 'Povd fiira rStv KpiTutv evovfiivrfy £ic 
ey /3t/3X/or apiOfXilerOaif n/v Be ^'Etrdrip eig eTtpov Iv, Kat ovtw wdXty 
eig tiKufTt Bvo avfnrXfjpovaBai roy apiOfiov rdy Kayorii^ojJiirtay irap* 
avToig PijSXiuty. 

Kat TCL fiey r^c xaXatac ItaQriKng fitfiXla rd re Karoyt^o/Jiera 
Kat TCL jJiri Kayoytl^o/Jiera rotavra Kai roaavra. 

Ta Be Tffg Katvijg /l^tadrjKrig irdXtv dtptafAeya re Kui ircica- 
voyiafxeya (iifiXia ravra. 

Kara MarOaiof, Kara MdpKoy^ Karh AovKav^ kotcl 'loiav- 
vriy' Ilpdieig T&y ^AiroffToXuty, KaOoXiKai iirterroXai 5«a- 
il>6piMfv 'AwoffToXtay at Trdaai eirra etc ei' dpiOfJiovfieyai fit" 
fiXioy^ ^laKutfiov fjiia^ Hirpov SvOf ^lutdyyov rpelg, *lovBa 
fjiiaj ElavXov eiri(TToXai tB' eig ev dptOfjiovfAeyat )3i/3X/or, fi 
irpog *T(i) fAaiovg, vpog KopiyOiovg Bvo, irpog PaXaracy irpog 
*'E<peatovg, vpog ^iXtvtrrioiovg, wpog KoXooaaelg, irpog 

* The author gives (he initial nas. p. 127, and p. 149. 

words of each book of the Old and t Ezra and Nehemiah; vide Atha- 

New Testament. nas. p. 149, 150. Cosin on the Canon, 

+ 2 Chronicles xxxv. ; or else p. 50. 

1 Esdras (Apocryph.); vide Atha- § Cap. xi. 2. in the Apocrypha. 
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QtwaXoviicelQ ^vo, irpOQ '£/3|oaiovc> vpog Tifxod^oy Bvo, 
irpoc Tirov, irpoc ^iXiifiova. 'Ere rovrocc core icac ^ 'A^rofcd- 
\v\j/ig *lu>dyyov tov QeoXoyov, ^xdeifra a»c tKtivov koX 
tyKpiSeltra vwo wdXiy hylwy Kal irvevfiaT0(p6p(av waTspwy. 

Toffavra koI tcl r^c xaiyrjc iiaSriKrii fiifiXiaf rd ye Kavovi' 
Co/i£va, cat Tfjg niirreiMtg fifiwy oloyei iLKpoOivia, Kai &yKVpai 
Kni epeitTfiaraf Utrvep a»c wap* aifr&v tQv awoffrSXuv tov 
XpKTTOv TQy Koi avyyeyofieyiMty cVfcVy, Kal vir* avTov fiadrp-tv^ 
QivTiity ypa^eVra Kal eKTtOivra, 

Ibid. p. 201. To. fiey oZy ayriXeyofjieya rfjt iraXatac Trpo- 
eivofiey Kal irporepov, ^q core So^ta 2)oXo/i«a vroc Kal 2o^/a 
Iriaov vlov 2(paX) Kal 'Eer^i^p, koI ^lovSld, Kal Tia^ir' avy 
tKiivoiQ Zi Kal ravra ijpidfirivr at, MaKKa/ia'iKa /3c/3Xia ^. 
UroXtfia'tKa, ^aX/ioc*, Kal 'Qc^i) ^oXofAwyroc, ^latrdvya, 
raura ra ayriXeyofAeya r^c vaXaidc ^tad^iriyc* 

No. XI. 

S. Ctrillus, Bishop of Jerusalem a. d. 349 ; died a. d. 386. 
(Fabric. B. G. viii. p. 438.) Cateches. iv. c. 33, sqq. p. 68. 
ed. Bened. Venet. 1763. 

Ilcpi rdy deiijy ypat^ia y* — Tavra ie BiBdtrKOVtriy ^fidc at 
BiOTryivffToi ypa<paX rifc TraXaidc re koI KaiyiJQ BiadriKric. elc yap 
etrriy 6 rdy Bvo ^tadrfK&y 0£oc» 6 roy ev ry Kaiyj t^ayeyra Xpicrrov, 
ev rj TraXat^ trpoKarayyeiXaQ, 6 ha vofjLov Kal npo<^riTS>y eiQ 
Xpitrroy iraihayuiyiitraQ' npo yap rov eXdely rrjy Triariy^ v-ko 
yofJLov e(l>povpovfitda' Kal 6 vofWQ watBayuyog iifji&y yeyovey elq 
XpiffToyf Kay irore rCJy niperiKwy aKOvcrriQ tivoq pXatrt^rifiOvyTOQ 
yofioy ff vpo^iiTaQ ayriipQeyiiai. n^v truyniptov (fxavrly Xeywy* 
oifK fjXdoy *lri(rovQ KaraXv(rai roy yofwy, dXXa irXrip&aou. Kal 0t- 
Xofiaddc evlyyutdi Trapa r^c eKKXritriag, nolai fiiy 
eitriy ai rfj^ iraXaidg BiaSriKric j3//3Xot, irolai Be rfjc 
KaiyfiCi Kai fioi firfBey rSty aTOKpv<pwy ayayiyiaffKe' 6 yap ra 
wapa irdcriy bfioXoyovfxeya /i^ ct^«i»c» Tt wepl tcl d/i^tj3aXXo/ieva 
TaXanriifpelc fxarriy; avayiyufcrKe rag Seiag ypa^ac, rdc eiKOtn 
Bvo fiifiXovg rfjc TraXaidc BiadriKrfg, Tavrag rdg hiro rdy IjS^ofi^- 
Kovra Bvo kpfirivevTuiy epfjirfyevOelcrag' . . . rovrtoy rdg e^iKotrt Bvo 
l3i(iXovg kyayiyybXTKe' wpog Be rd d7r(5icpv0o fxriBey exe Koiyoy, 

* Not to be confounded with the rripiov : see the Septuagint Version 
Psalms of David, called above ^a\- iv. p. 12.3. sqq. ed. Breitmger. 
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ravTag fxovag fieXira (nrov^atwg ag ev Kui eKtcXriffiiji fierd vapprjcriag 
at'aytyvojffKOfiev, ttuXv aov <^povifJLU}Tepot Kat (.vXafiitrrepoi ficrav 
oi avocTToXoif Kal oi ap-xaioi evitrKOTroi^ oi rfjs eKKXritTiaq trpo" 
trrarai oi ravrag wapaBoyreg' trv oiv, tIkvov Tfjg 'EificXiy<Ttac wf, /lci) 
wapa\dpaTr£ rovg Oefffiovg. Kal Tfjg fiev ?ra\acdc hadrjKrig, wg 
ttprfTaif rag eifcoffc ^vo fieXira filfiXovg, dg, ei <^tXofjiadrlg rvy- 
xdreigf kfjtov Xiyovrog ovofiatrri /ic/iv^oOac trTTovlatrov, Tov N($/iov 
^kv yap iiGiv al yiiaaiwg TrpcJrai irivre j3ij3\ot, Fiveffigf 
"Ejo^oci Aev'tTtKoVy 'AptO/ioi, ^evTepov6fjnoy' k^ijg ^i 
'Iijo-ovc viog Navi), Kal ro tUv Kpiriov fierd Tfjg *Pov6, 
fiifiXiov tfihofiov 6,pidfiovfievoy, Ttiv Be Xotvwv lirropiKuiy (3il3Xitay 
il wputTti Kal ii htvripa twv BaffiXetwv, fiia wap* *E^paioig 
Etrrl f5ipXog, fiia Be Kal ^ rpirrf Kal Terdprri, bfxoibtg le irap* 
avToig Kai Ttov TiapaXetwofxeyfov fi Trpbtrri Kal fi Bevrepa fiia 
Tvy')(avei j3(/3Xoc9 koI tov "Eer^pa ?/ Trpwrrf Kal ^ Bevrepa fiia 
XeXoyicrrai' BuBeKarri fli/iXog fi ^EcrOrip. Kal rd fiev itrropiKa 
ravra* rd Be (TTi\ripd rvyxdvei Trevrt, 'I«i»/3, icai Bij3Xoc 'SP'aX- 
fitHv, Kal Hapoifilaif Kal 'EiCJcXiyo'tao'ri^Cf Kal^Aitrfia tftrfid^ 
TwVf ewraKaiBeKaTov (iifiXiov, kirX rovToig Be Trpo^tiTiKa nevre' twv 
BwBeKa Tcpof^riTiiiv fiia fiifiXogf Kal 'Heraiov fiia, Kal 'lepe^ 
fiiov fiiay fierd BapovXi »^^l Opifvtov Kal 'ETriffroX^Cy eira 
lefcifci^X, KoX ff TOV Aavii^X, eiKOffiBevrepa fii^Xog rrig 
vaXaiag BiaOriKrig, Ttjg Be Kaivfjg BiaOfiKrjgf ra ritrtrapa evayyiXia' 
TO, Be XoLird \lfevBeiriypa<j>a Kal (3\afiepd rvyxdvei, eypa\pay Kal 
Mayf)(aioi Kard Qufjidy evayyeXioyy owep utnrep eviaBl^ rfig 
evayyeXiKTJg vpotnayvfiiag Bia<l>deipet rdg xl^v^ag rwy AirXovo"- 
repuy, Bi^ov Be Kal rdg TLpa^eig rdy ButBeKa avotrroXwy' irpog 
TOVTOig Be Kal rag eTtrd 'laicwjSov Kal IJeVpot;, 'ludwoVf Kal *IovBa 
KaOoXiKag evKTToXdg' eTrivippdyKrfia Be rwy ndyrtoy Kal 
fiaOririay to TeXevraloy, rag HavXov BeKaTecnrapeg 
eiritTToXag' ra Be Xoiwa vdvra cjw Keitrdcj ev Bevrepif, Kal 
otra fxey ev eKKXrftrlaig fiif ayayivwtrKeTaif ravra fxriBe Kard 
aavToy ayayiy tovKe, Kadibg ^Kovtrag^ Kal Tcpc fiev TOVTiay^ 
TavTa, 

No. XII. 
S. HiLARius, Bishop of Poictiers ; died about A. d. 370. Pro- 

logus in Lihrum Psalmorum^ 15. (Ed. Wirceburgi, 1785. vol. ii. 

p. 145.) 

Et ea causa est, ut in viginti duos libros lex Testamenti veteris 
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deputetur, ut cum litterarum numero convenirent. Qui ita secun- 
dum traditiones veterum deputantur, ut Moysi sint Itbri quinque, 
Jesu Nave sextus, Judicum et Ruth septimus, primus et secundus 
Regnorum in octavum, tertius et quartus in nonum, Paralipomenon 
duo in decimum sint, sermones dierum Esdrce in undecimum, 
liber Psalmorum in duodecimum, Salomonis Proverbia^ Eccle^ 
siasteSf Canticum Canticorum in tertium decimum et quartum 
decimum et quintum decimum, duodecim autem PropheUe in 
sextum decimum, Esaias deinde et Jeremias cum lamentatione 
et epistola, sed et Daniely et Ezechiel, et Job, et Hester, viginti 
et duum librorum numerum consumment. Quibusdam autem 
visum est, additis Tobia et Judith, viginti quatuor libros secun- 
dum numerum Graecarum litterarum connumerare, Romana 
quoque lingua media inter Hebraeos Graecosque collecta. 

No. XIII. 

S. Epiphanius, Bishop of Constantia, (ol. Salamis,) in Cyprus, 
A.D. 367 ; died "proximus vel etiam major centenario,*' a.d. 403. 
(Fabric. B. G. viii. p. 255.) 

{a) Adv, HcereseSy v. p. 19. ed. Petav. Colon. 1682. — 
"Eo-^oj' le ovTOi 01 *lovlaioi ^XP* ^^^ "'^^ 'QafivXwvoQ al^fxa" 
Xwtriag liravohov ftij^Xovg re Kai irpotprirag tovtovq, koX irpotprfr&y 
fiij^Xovg ravrag, 

npoiDyv fiev rivetrivy ^evripav ie "Efo^oy, rpirriy Acvi- 
riKoVf rcrciprijv 'Apidfiovg, Trc/iTrriyv AevrepovofxioVf €ic- 
rrfv fiifiXov *lri(rov rov Navi^, kfiBofiriv rwv KpirQVf oy^orfy 
Trjg *Pov0, iyvdrrfv rov *Ib»/3, EeKarrfv to ^aXrripioVf cv^c- 
Karrfv llapoifiiac 2)a\o/iuivroC) ^vo^eKai^eicarriy *EKKXii(rta<r^ 
TrjVf TpitTKai^eKCLTriv to ^Aitrfia tuv (^afxariavy rtatrapttrKai" 
^tKorriv irpwTrfv Bao'cXeiuiv, Trevreicat^emn^v hevripav Bao'c- 
XctciDi', iKKaiZtKCLTriv Tplrriv 'BatriXetutyf kirraKatSeKarov re- 
rapTrjv BatriXeiwy, OKTUHCaiBeKarriy wpufrriy IlapaXeiiro- 
fxeytoVf lyveaKai^tKarriy devTepay HapaXeiTrofiiytay, elicotr^ 
rily TO Au^eicawp6<j>riToy, uKotrrrly irpwrrfv 'Haatay Toy 
UpoiffijTriy, dKoarrfv ^evrepay Toy Ilpo^^riyv *lep€fjilayf fierd 
Twv Qpiiywv Koi 'ETrtoroXwv avrov te Kai rov Bapovx* tiKOfirriy 
Tpirriy *Ie^£«ct]^\ Toy ITpo^iyriyi', tiicoaTriy Ttraprriy Aavti^X'rov 
UpoipifiTiiv, liKoarijy irifiirrnv ro vpHtroy fliftXioy tov *£(jdpa. 
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eiKOffTfiv hrrfy to Ztvnpov fii/i\ioyf eltcotrrrlv kfihofiriv to fJi- 
fi\iov 'EerOZ/p. ftac airal ecfftv at eiKocnewrct /3i/3\o( ai Ik 
Qeov ^ode7trai roZc *lovBaioiQ' tlicoinduo ^e wg rd irap' av- 
Toic aTOix^la t&v "St^pdiK&v ypafAfiartay apidfiovfievai iid to 
BiirXovirdai ^ixa fiifiXovg tig irivre Xeyofxivag' irept tovtov ^i 
&\\ri wov traifiQg eipiiKafxev. eiai Be Kal uXKai Bvo /3c/3Xoc wap' 
uvTolg kv a/i^cXcKT^) .17 Do^ia tov 2ipa)(, kqX fi tov 2a\o- 
fiutvTog, ')(Ljplg &XK(ay Tivwv (iifiXiufv tvatroKpvt^iDy, 

(6) Idem S. Epiphanius, adv. Hcereses^ Ixxvi. p. 941, ed. 
Petav. — Et ydp ^c ii kyiov HyevfiaTOg yeyeyvrjfiiyog, koI 
U.po<l>rfTaig Kai 'AttootoXocc fiefiadrfTiVfiiyogf eEei vt huKdovTa air 
ap\rig yeyiaeug Kotrfjiov &xpi Tijy Tfjg ^EtrOifp ')(p6ywy ey 
eiKOfft Kal ktrrd l^ifiXoig waXaidg BtadiiKrig tiKOtri Bvo &piOfioV'* 
fxivoigy TETTaptri Be hyioig ^hayyeXiotg koI iv Tttrtrapai^ 
KalBcKa 'EwtffToXaTc tov hylov 'AirooroXov IlavXov rat ky rale 
TTpo rowroiv, Kal trvy rate ky ro7g ahTciy \p6yoig Tlpdleffi 
Twv 'AttootoXwi', KaOoXiKalg *'Eiri<rToXa'ig *laKw(iov xat 
Ilirpov Kal *lwdyvov Knl *lovBa, Kal kv rjf tov *Iu}dyyov 'Atto- 
jcaXv\//et, ev tc Talg 2o^/atC) ^oXofiwyTog r£ ^17/ic Kal vlov 
2tpax» i^o-l 'irdcraig dirXbig ypatftalg dtiatgf Kal eavTov icara- 
yyijyaif on ovofia ovip ovBafiov kyTETaKTai fiXO^g rifiiy (jtipwy, 

(c) Idem S. Epiphanius, de MensuriSy p. 162.— Svyicetvrat ai 
/3t/3Xoi ky ircirarcvj^otc TETTapcri Kal fiiyovtrtv aXXai Bvo vtrre^ 
povffai utg elvai rag kvBiadeTOvg /3t/3Xovc ovTutg^ irivTt fxev rofJUKag, 
riyetriVf "E^oBoy, Acvirticor, 'AptO/iowc, AevTepoyofiioy' 
awriy J Il€»'rarcv)^oc Kal J No/iodco'/a* wiyTE ydp <rTi\rip€igy fi tov 
*I(^/3 fiifiXogy elra to ^aXTtipioy^ Tlapoifiiai ^aXofJiwyTogf 
'Ek'^Xi/fftaoT^Cj ^A^tTfia ij^trfjiaTtoy' cira ctXXi} TlevTdT£v\og, Td 
KnXovfiiya ypatfuXa, irapn tkfi Be *Aytoypa0a Xeyo/icfa, &Ttyd 
koTiy ovTbtg, *lriaov tov Nav^ /3i/3Xo£, KpiTuiy fiiTa rrjg 
*PovOf HapaXeivofxiywy npWTrf fiiTd Trig BevTepagy Ba^t- 
Xeiwy irpitTif fitTd Trig TETapTrig^ axn-ri Tphri ireyTaTev^og* AXXri 
weyTaTevypg to ^oi^eicaTrpo^i^roK, 'H^aiac, 'l£p£/i/ac, 'Ic^'c- 
KirjXy Aavc])X, Kal avrri if ITpo^iyrcK^ IlevraVei/xoc. efietyay Be 
aXXat Bvo alrtyig elai tov "EaBpa /it a icat avTri Xoyi^ofiiyrif 
Kul &XXri fii/iXog fi Tffg ^Etrdrfp raXetrai' kwXripwdritray oiv ai 
iIkoctlBvo j3t/3Xot fcara Toy apiOfjioy Tuty eiKoaiBvo trToi\£iwy vap 
'E/3patotc* ai yap ariyripeig Bvo fiifiXoi rj te tov ^aXofitiyTog fj 
TlarapeTog XeyofAeyri, k'at // tov 'Iiyffov tov vlov 2tpax ktcyoyov 

[b] 
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^€ Tov 'Ii^ffoD Tov ical r^v 'Soi^lay 'E/Jpocarc ypaypayro^f fjv 6 tuyovo^ 
avTOv 'Iiyffovc epfirivtvtrac 'EXAjyviari eypai//€v, icai • avruc XP''^*" 
fAoi fxev €tal Kol <2>^cXi/ioc, aXX* c2c hpiQfiov piirStv ovk dva- 
^cpovrac, ^co ^e (lege hio ovli) kv ry *Aputy avcredi^a'ar, Tovr 

(d) Idem S. Epiphanius, /)e Mensuris^ p. 180. — TLpitrri Bpcvi^^y 
4 KaKfTiTai Tivttnq Kotrfuiv' iXriaifjuitdf fj "E^o^oc tQv viuy 
*lapari\ H AiyvwroV ov^ia'ieKpa, fj epfjuiyiverai Aev'iriKoy' lovB' 
iafiripf if iernv *Apidfiol* £X\c^c/3ape^/i, to AevTipoydfitort 
AiritroVf ff TOV ^Iritrov rov Nav^* ^1(^/3, ii rov*lu>li' BiacruffdtifJif 
ff Twy KpiTuiy' BiapovSf ri tov *Povd* ff^cprcXecfi, ro ^aXr^pio)'* 
tifipiiafitifi^ fi wpufTri rtoy HapaXettrofAiviay' ^efipiiafAeifAf 
UapaXeiTro/icvitfv htvripa* BefioveX, BacriXeidy vpwTrf' 
ia^ov^efioviXf "BatrtXeiwy Bivripa* BfiaXa\tif SatriXniiy 
Tpirri' dfiaXa\e\, "BnatXeiHy TETaprri' d/ieaXciid, ^ Ilap- 
oifAiuty* BeKutiXed, 'EicrXi^o'iao'r^c* tripatrttrei/jL, to ^Attrfxa 
T&v * Aid ixcLTtav' BaOapiatrapcLf to Aco^eicairpo^iyrov* BriffatoVf 
TOV wpo<l>iiTov *ll a at ov' BiepefiioVf fi tov 'Icpe/iiov* Bie(£Kiii\, 
il TOV 'Ecfcict^X' Bi^avirlXf ff tov Aavc^X* BiBiaBpa, ii Toh 
"^tohpa vpufTrf ^t^cWpa, if tov "EtrSpa BevTipa* htrOrjp, ii 

r^C *lSi<Fdfip l(TTi Be Koi. &XXri fUKpa )3(/3Xoct 4 tcaXeiTai 

Kiyiifdf ^nc epfiriyevBTai dpfjyoi: 'leptftiov. 

No. XIV. 

Concilium Laodicenum *, met at Laodicea, on the river Lycus, 
in Phrygia, about a.d. 367. (See Cave, Histor. Liter, p. 362.) 

Canones lix. Ix. — -"On ov Bel iBiiariKovg xj^aX/jiovQ XiyetrOai iy 
TJ eKKXritTiif. ovBe af^ayoyiara /3(j3X/a, dXXa fjioya to. icayoytKa 
Trig KaivfJQ i:ai iraXaid^ BiadiiKrig. — "O^a Bit /3i/3Xia ava^ 
yiyuxricetrOai ttjq vaXatdg BiaOriKrig' a. Tiyetrig KOtTfiov, 
ft'. "E^oBoQ if AiyvTrrov, y, Aiv'tTiKoyf ^. *AptOfiot, 
e. AevTepoyo/jLioy, ^\ ''\i\aovg Nav^, f'. Kptrac, 'Powfl, 
ly'. *£(rd^p, 6'. "BaoiXtiiay irputTri Kai Bevripa^ i\ Baari- 
XetcDv TplTTf Kai TtTapTri^ ta'. TlapaXccTro/iCi^a, irpiaToy 
Kai Bevrepov, ift', "EaBpag TrpwToy xal BevTepov, 
ty'. "BiftXoQ ^aXfidy cjcarov veyrrfKoyTOf t^. Uapoifiiai 

* The Canons of this Council were Quini-Sextum, in Trullo, a.d. 692, 
approved by name in the Concilium (Bnms, Concil. p. 36.) 
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^oXofiutvTOQ, u. *£jCfcX?7(rta(m)C} «^'« ^Aiafia q,aixaTutv^ 
iC* *l<ol3, ti>'. Aw^cica TTpo^^rai, i6^. 'Heratac, k» 'Iepe» 
fiiac Kai BapovXf Gp^voi xal iwKrroXul, Ka\ 'I^^cicciyX, 
ic/3'. Aavc^X. — Ta ^i Tfjg Kaivfjc ^cad^icijc raiJra' Ei)- 
ayyeXca rivtrapa^ Kara yiarQaiov^ Kara MapKov, Kara 
AovKdVf Kara *Iwavvriv* Upa^iic awotrroXdtVf circoroXoi 
KadoKiKol Iwray ovrwi' *laKa}fiov /iia, Hirpov ^vo, *I(aayyov 
Tpelg, *lovBa /iia, ewitrroXai HavXov BeKaritrtrapeQ* 
wpoc 'Ftofiaiovg filttf irpoc Kopiydiovg ^uo, Trpog TaXdrag 
fiiUf irpog *'E<^e(rlovc fxlaf wpog ^iXivtrritrlovg fiiof wpog 
KoXotrtraelg fiia^ wpog QEotyaXoviKtig hvo^ irpog 'EjSpaiovg 
fiittf irpog Ti/jLodeov ^vo, vpog TLtov fjiia, irpog ^iXiifJiova 
Ilia, 

No. XV. 

RuFFiNus, Presbyter, of Aquileia, where he studied with 
S. Jerome about a.d. 340, went into the East about a.d. 371, 
returned to Italy about a.d. 397, died in Sicily about a.d. 410 
(Cave, Hist. Lit. p. 286.) 

Expositio in Symholum Apostolorumi p. 26 ; apud S. Cyprian, 
ed. Amstelodami, 1691. — Ergo Spiritus Sanctus est. Qui in 
Vetere Testamento Legem et Prophetas, in Novo vero Evau" 
gelia et Apostolos inspiravit. Unde et Apostolus dicit : Omnis 
Scriptura divinitus inspirata utilis est ad docendum. Et ideo 
quae sunt Novi ac Veteris Instrumenti volumina, quae secundum 
majonmi traditionem per ipsum Spiritum Sanctum inspirata cre- 
duntur, et Ecclesiis Christi tradita, competens videtur in hoc 
loco evidenti numero, sicut ex patrum monumentis accepimus, 
designare. 

Itaque Veteris Instrumenti primo omnium May si quinque libri 
sunt traditi, Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numeri, Deuteronomium, 
Post hos Jesu Nave, et Judicum simul cum Ruth : quatuor post 
haec Regnorum libri, quos Hebraei duos numerant ; Paralipome' 
non, qui dierum dicitur liber ; et Esdrce libri duo, qui apud illos 
singuli computantur, et Hester : Prophetarum vero, Esaias, Hiere-^ 
mias, Ezechiel, et Daniel : praeterea duodecim Prophetarum liber 
unus : Job quoque et Psalmi David singuli sunt libri : Solomonis 
vero tres Ecclesiis tradidit, Proverhia, Ecclesiastes, Cantica Can* 
ticorum. In his concluserunt librorum nurnerum Veteris Tesia^ 

[b2] 
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menti. — Novi vero quatuor Evangelia, Matthceii Marci, Lvcce^ 
Joannis ; Actus Apostolorum, quos descripsit Lucas : Pauli Apo^ 
atoli Epistolce quatuordecim, Petri Apostoli Eptstolce duce, 
Jacobi fratris Domini et Apostoli una : Judce una : Joannis ires, 
Apocalypsis Joannis. Hsec sunt quae Patres inter Canonem con- 
clvstrunt; ex quibus^et nostrce assertiones constare voluerunt* 
Sciendum tamen est, quod et alii libri sunt qui non canonici, 
sed ecclesiastici, h. majoribus appellati sunt: ut est Sapientia 
Solomonis, et alia Sapientia quae dicitur Jilii Syrach^ qui liber 
apud Latinos hoc ipso generali vocabulo Ecclesiastieus appel- 
latur ; quo vocabulo non auctor libelli, sed Scripturae qualitas 
cognominata est. Ejusdem ordinis est libellus Tobice^ et Judith^ 
et Maccabceorum libri. In Novo vero Testamento libellus,. qui 
dicitur Pastoris sive Hermatis, qui appellatur dusB viae, vel judi- 
cium Petri ; quae omnia legi quidem in Ecclesiis voluerunt, non 
tamen prof erri ad auctoritatem ex hisfidei confirmandam. Ceteras 
vero Scripturas apocryphas nominarunt, quas in Ecclesiis legi 
noluerunt. Haec nobis a Patribus, ut dixi, tradita opportunum 
visum est hoc in loco designare, ad instructionem eorum qui 
prima sibi Ecclesiae ac fidei elementa suscipiunt, ut sciant ex 
qttibus sibifontibus Verbi Dei haurienda sint pocula. 

No. XVI. 

Philastrius, Bishop of Brescia; an intimate friend of S.Am- 
brose ; flourished a.d. 380. (Cave, Hist. Lit. p. 276. Bibl. P. 
Max. V. p, 711.) 

De Htieresibus^ § 40. — Statutum est ab Apostolis et eorum 
successoribus, non aliud legi in ecclesia debere in Catholica, nisi 
Legem et ProphetaSy et Evangelia et Actus Apostolorum^ et Pauli 
trtdecim Epistolas, et septem alias, Petri duas, Joannis tres^ Judce 
unam, et unam Jacobi, quae septem Actibus Apostolorum con- 
junctae sunt. Scripturae autem absconditae, id est Apocrypha^ 
etsi legi debent morum causa a perfectis, non ab omnibus legi 
debent, quia non intelligentes multa addiderunt et tulerunt, quae 

voluerunt haeretici. -41. Hueresis quortindam de epistola Pauli 

ad Hebrceos. Sunt alii quoque, qui epistolam Pauli ad Hebraeos 
non adserunt esse ipsius, sed dicunt aut Bamabae esse Apostoli 
aut Clementis de urbe Roma episcopi. Alii autem Lucae evan- 
gelistae aiunt epistolam etiam ad Laodicenses scrip tarn. Et 
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quia addiderunt in ea qucedam non bene sentientes^ inde non 
legitur in ecclesia; et, si legitur a quibusdam, non tamen in 
ecclesia legitur populo, nisi tredecim epistolc& ipsius et ad He- 
hrceos interdum, Et in ea quia rhetorice scripsit^ sermone plau- 
sibili, inde non putant ejusdem Apostoli. Et quia et factum 
Christum dicit in ea (iii. 2.), inde non legitur ; de pcenitentia 
autem (vi. 4. ss.) propter Novatianos aeque. 

No. XVII. 

S. Amphilochius, Bishop of Iconium in Lycaonia ; flourished 
A.D. 380. (Fabric. B. G. viii. 373.) Iambi ad Seleucum^ 
ap. S. Greg. Nazianz. torn. ii. p. 193. Colon. 1680. 

Ka« Ttiv fiaOrfaiv rStv Trap* "EWritriv Xoyufv 

AtTTTtp BiKatrrriQ eyvoftov )//^^ov <f>ipii)y 

vvriperelfrOai ra^ov^ wq etrriy -npiirovy 

rj Ttiv aXrfOuty hoyfiaTtov wapprftri^, 

TJ Travffo^i^ re rijy ypaiftwp Qtwpiq,, 5 

Kou yap liKaiov riiv troiplav tov HyevfxaroQf 

&ywdEy oZaavy ek Qeov r* ai^iyfUvriVf 

Aianowav elvai TfJQ kcltu* irac^ev^fwC) 

&airep OepavaivrfQ, firf fjiarriv ijivtrufiiprigf 

VTrripertiy re Kotrfiiuc eidivfiivrfQ' 10 

rfi TOV Oeov yap fi KCLTut ^ovXeviruf, 

UXfiv aW* ei:eit'0 irpoafxaQeiv fiaXitrra (roi 

irpocrfiKoy' 'ov\ &ira(ra jl3(/3\oc off^aAiyc. 

ij trefxvoy ovofia r% ypa^^c Kticrrff/Leyri* 

"EAffiy yap, eltriy lad* ore \//ev^a»vv/ioc 15 

/3</3Xo{, Tiyeg fxey c/i/ieffoi*, i:at yetroi'cc, 

tt>c &y Tig eiwot, ruiv dXt|0ecac \6ywv. 

al h* ai vodoi re, Kai \iay iTrt(r<pa\iiQ' 

Atririp ^ vapatrrifAa Kai yoO* al yofiifffiara, 

& fiatrikeutg fity rriy €irtypa<priy (jtipti 20 

Kip^riXa ^* £0T« KaitrvXtoQ J BoXovfieva* 

rovTwy \apiy troi Tuty QioTvyivariay epQ 

• Apocrypha nostra, sive Eccle- J Vulgo rat j; i;\a({; insulse^et con- 

sia«tica. tri^ metrum. 

t Vulgo WW .. ^60a, contra metiHiin. 
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l^ifiXwy iKairTriVy it>c ^' o,v ihicpivtliQ fta&rfQ, 

Tag rfjt QaXaidc wpQra AtaOriKriQ ipu>, 

'H HeffraT€V\oc r^v Kriercv, k^t* "Elotov 25 

Aev'iriicov re r^v fiitniv t\ei fil(i\ov. 

Med* ^v 'ApcO/iovCf eira Aevrcpoi/o^cov, 

"Eiretra r^v 'Pov6, BaeriXcitafV r£ rtVrapac 

fiiftXovQ, HapaXtiwofjiiyktv ^i yt Ivvktpila, 

"Eer^pac c»r' airroic irpwroc, «I^ o hehrtpoQ. 30 

'E£J7C OTiyripaQ vevre trot /3ij3Xoi;c €pai, 

Dre^dcVroc ^dXoic rroiKiXiav iradwv 'Ictf/B, 

^aX/ita»i/ re (iifiXoy, ifAfieXtQ ipvxi}c fifoc* 

Tpe<c 3* aS I^oXofiwyroc tov (ro<^Vf Qapoc/LCi'ac, 

'EKKXijeriaoTivv, ^Aitrfia r av r&v *Aca'/Aarwv. 35 

TavraiQ TIpo<l>iirag wpoariQu tovq ^ofSeicaf 

*ilari€ wpaTOPf tlr *A^«l»c ^o»' ^evrepov, 

Mcx^av, *I(i»4X, *AfiSiaVf koi tov rwroy 

^lijyay avrov tov Tptrijiipov voBovq* 

Naov/i yLiT avrovct *A/3j3aicov/i, clr' twarov 40 

2o^(k»via»', 'AyyaioK re icai Za^^ap/av, 

Acwvv/iov r' ewayyeXov* MaXaj^/av, 

MeO* ovQ npo^^rac /lafOavccv rove TtavapaQ^ 

TlappritriacrHly tov fiiyav *Htratay 

'lepe/i/av re avfinaOfi Kai iavotlkov 45 

'le^eicci^X, e^arov re Aavci^X, 

rov avTov tpyoiQ Kal Xoyotc (TOf^ufTUTOV, 

Tovrotc TrpotreyKplyovtri tiiv *Ead'fip TiveQ, 

Kaiyrjc Acad^JCi^C iSpd fioi fii/iXovg Xiyeiy' 
EvayyeXiffrac refftf-apac ^e'xov fiovovc, 50 

Mar6aio»^, eIra Mapicov, ^ Aovicdy" rpiroy 
Tlpoffdilc apidfiei Toy^ *l(i>ayyfiy xpoy^ 
TeVaprov, dXXct wpwrov v\//e« ^oy^artay* 
Bpovr^c /iC'' v(ov rovrov eirorwc icaXw 
Me'ytoToj/ ^)^^ffai'ra r^ Geov Xoy^. 55 

Ai^ov 3e Aovicd rai fiifiXov ri)v ^evrepav, 
n^i' rfaiv KaOoXiKuty Ilpa^ewv aTroordXaiv. 
To Skcvoc c£^C vpoariOei ttjc eicXoy^c, 
rov rJiv eOi^b^v K^pvfca rdv^* 'AircJoroXoi' 

* Vulgo dyytXov. Alia nonnulla, sequentibus S. Gregorii, metri caus& 
in his Senariis non inficetis, ut in leviter refinxi. 
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ITavXov, trw^iUfi ypaypayra Taig 'EicicXiy^iacc 60 

^'EviffToXag Siq evTh, 'Piafjialiav /xiav, 

i "Xpri ^vvawreiv Trpog Kopivdiov^ ovo, 

T^v Trpoc FaXarac re Kal* wpog *E<^e(riovQf fjnB* fjv 

ToiQ kv ^iXiirnoic, eJra r^v yiypafifiivriy 

KoXcrtrtraevffif QetrtraXoviKevtriv hvo^ 65 

Avo TifjioSiff TiTf re Kal ^cX^^ovi 

Miay y kKaripift Koi vpoQ *£/3paiovc filay, 

Tcv£C ^c (jiaai TTjy vpog '"El^paiovQ voOovp 

oifK ei XiyovTit* yvriaia yap fi x°P^ff* 

Elev' TiXoiiroy^ KaOoXtK&y ewiffroXiiy 70 

Tcfcc fxey evrd t^aaiv^ oi Be rpelg fiovag 

•)(pfiyai Bi')(eaOcUf n)v *laKut(Dov fiiay, 

Miav re UerpoVf riiv r *liaavyov fiiav^ 

TiveQ Be. Tag rpcic, Kal vpoQ avratc rac Bvo 

Qirpov Be\oyraif rr^y *lovBd B* efiBofJiriy' 75 

Triv ^ ^ATTOKaXvxj^ty rriy ^Iwdyyov wdXty 

Tiyeg iiev eyKpiyovoiy^ ol irXeiovQ Be ye 

No6oi/ Xeyovtriy* OSroc atpevBearaTOi 

ILavtMty av e*iri rSty Qeoifvevar^y Tpa<l>wy» 

No. XVIII. 
S. Greoorius Nazianzenus, Bishop of Nazianzum, then of 
Sasimi in Cappadocia, then of Constantinople, from which 
he retired a.d. 381 ; died a.d. 391, ann. setat. 91. (Fabric. 
B. G. viii. 384.) Carm. xxxiii. torn. ii. p. 439. 

Hepi Twv yyrjffiiay /^i/JXtwy rrjg Oeowyevarov ypa0$c« 

'ItTTopiKai fiev eacri fiifiXoi BvoKaiSeKa Tra^at, 
T^C dp')(aioTepaQ "Efipa'Urjg (ro^/i^c* 
Upwritrra TeveaiSf "E^oBog, AeviriKoVf 
"EireiT* *Apidfjiolf K^ra Bevrepog No/uoc. 
"EveiT 'Iiyffouc, icat Kpirai* *Pov0 6yB6ri* 5 

'H 3* eydrri BeKarri re /3/j3Xoi, Trpd^eig BaaiXritifVf 
Kai TCL UapaXetirdfjiev' ea^arov B'^EcrBpay e\eig. 
At Be OTix»?pa« 7r€VT£, vpHrog cJv 'Ia»i3, 
"Eiretra AaviS, cTra rpelg ^Xofiwyriatf 
*EKKXri<ria(rrriCf^Ai(rfia Kal Hapoifxiai. 10 

* Vulgo Kai rrjy. 
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Kai irivH* oftoikf^ iryivfiarog wpoiftriTiKov' 
Miay fiiv iiGiv ec ypa^i^i' oi huthiKa^ 
'^trriif K *AfiktQf Kal Mi\aiaQ o rpirot, 
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'Ayyaioc, ilra Za^aplag, MaXa^la^' 
Miay fitv oile. Aevripa ^ *Haatagf 
"EirecO* o fcXiydeic 'lepe/icac e<c jJpe^i/Cy 
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Toic r«i»>' 'Efipaltav ypafifiatriy &vrt0erovc* 
Mar 0a IOC /iev eypayptv 'Efipaloig Oavfjiara Xpiarov, 
MapKog S* 'IroXi'ii, A o i; i: a c * Axaua^c. 
Ildo'i ^ *lwayyriQ Ktipv^ fteyac* oupavo^irtic. 
"En-ecra IIpa£eic ra»v ofH^Siv dirooroXaiK. 25 

Ae«:ac $e IlavXoi;, riooapiQ t* iwiaToXai, 
'Ewra ^e ra KaOoXly^, iSy *laKw(iov /u/a, 
Avdi ^e UirpoVf rpeic ^ 'Iwawov waXiy, 
*Iov^a ^ effrci' efi^ofiri, lldffac cx^'^> 
El rtc ^e rowrwv eicroc» ovic iv yyritrlotg, 30 

No. XIX. 

S. HiERONYMUs, Presbyter, bom at Stridon in Dalmatia, 
A,D. 329 ; educated at Rome, left it for the East a.d. 385 ; 

c scholar of S. Gregory Nazianzen; died at Bethlehem a.d. 420, 
in the 91st year of his age. (Cave, Hist. Lit. p. 267.) 

{a).Prologus Galeatus^ torn. i. p. 318, ed. Benedict. Paris, 
1693. • 

Viginti et duas litteras esse apud Hebraeos, Syrorum quoque 

* Recent Romanist writers on the il dhovwma la doctrine qu'on lui at- 

Canon affirm that St. Jerome re- tribuait .... II ne d^sapprouvait 

tracted what he has said in the pas- jamais les ^glises qui recevaient lea 

sages here alleged. Thus Malou livres deut^ro-canoniques dans le 

(Lecture de la Sainte Bible, Lou- Canon. II ripudia le Canon des 

vain, 1846, vol. li. 97). "Ilestmani- Juifs." The author refers to St 

feste que I'autorit^ de St. Jerome Jerome's Second Apology against 

n'est pas d'un grand poids dans Ruffinus in support of these most 

cette controverse. II a ^mis d'abord unwarrantable assertions, to which, 

une opinion contraire a la eroyance after a careful perusal of it, I con- 

de VEglisCy et des qu'il fut accuse iidently reply, that St. Jerome there 

d*abandonner la tradition des Ap6tres retracU nothing. 
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lingua et Chaldaeorum testatur, quae Hebraese magna ex parte 
confinis est. Nam et ipsi viginti duo elementa habent, eodem 
sono et diversis characteribus. — Porro quinque Htterse duplices 
apud Hebraeos sunt, Caph, Mem, Nun, Pe, Sade. Unde et quin- 
que a plerisque libri duplices existimantur, Samuel^ Melachim, 
Dibre hajammim^ Esdras^ Jeremias cum Cinoth, id est Lamenta- 
tionibus suis. Quomodo igitur viginti duo elementa sunt, per 
quae scribimus Hebraice omne quod loquimur, et eorum initiis 
vox humana comprehenditur, ita viginti duo volumina supputan- 
tur, quibus quasi litteris et exordiis in Dei doctrina tenera adhuc 
et lactens viri justi eruditur infantia. 

Primus apud eos liber vocatur Beresith, quem nos Genesin 
dicimus. Secundus Veelle Semoth, Tertius Vajicruy id est, 
Leviticus. Quartus VajedahheVy quem Numeros vocamus. 
Quintus Elle haddebarimy qui Deuteronomium praenotatur. Hi 
sunt quinque libri Mosis, quos proprie Thora^ id est, Legem, 
appellant. 

Secundum Propketarum ordinem faciunt, et incipiunt ab Jesu 
filio Nave, qui apud eos Josue Ben Nun dicitur. Deinde sub- 
texunt Sophetiniy id est Judicum librum, et in eundem compin- 
gunt Ruthf quia in diebus Judicum facta ejus narratur historia. 
Tertius sequitur Samuel, quem nos Regum primum et secundum 
dicimus. Quartus Melachim^ id est Regum, qui tertio et quarto 
Regum volumine continetur. Meliusque multo est Melachim, 
id est Regum, quam Melachoth, id est Regnorum, dicere : non 
enim multarum gentium describit regna, sed unius Israelitici 
populi, qui tribubus duodecim continetur. Quintus est Esaias, 
Sextus Jeremias, Septimus Ezechiel, Octavus liber duodecim 
Prophetarum, qui apud illos vocatur Thereasar, 

Tertius ordo Hagiographa possidet. Et primus liber incipit a 
Job, Secundus a David, quem quinque incisionibus et uno PsaU 
morum volumine comprehendunt. Tertius est Solomon^ tres li- 
bros habens, Proverbia, quae illi Misle, id est Parabolas, appel- 
lant : Quartus Ecclesiastes, id est Coheleth, Quintus Canticum 
Canticorum, quem titulo Sir hassirim praenotant. Sextus est 
Daniel. Septimus Dibre hajammim, id est Verba dierum, quod 
significantius Chronicon totius divinae historiae possumus ap- 
pellare, qui liber apud nos Paralipomenon primus et secundus 
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inscribitur. Octavus Esdras : qui et ipse similiter apud Graecos 
et Latinos in duos libros divisus est. Nonus Esther, 

Atque ita fiunt pariter Veteris Legis lihri viginti duo, id est, 
Mosis quinque, et Prophetarum octo, Hagiographorum novem. 

Quanquam nonnulli Ruth et Cinoth inter Hagiographa scrip- 
titent, et hos libros in suo putent numero supputandos, ac per 
hoc esse priscse Legis libros viginti quatuor, quos sub numero 
viginti quatuor seniorum Apocalypsis Joannis inducit adorantes 
Agnum et coronas suas prostrads vultibus offerentes, stantibus 
coram quatuor animalibus oculatis et retro et ante, id est in 
prseteritum et in futurum respicientibus, et indefessa voce cla- 
mantibus Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, Dominus Deus Omnipotens, 
Qui erat et Qui est et Qui venturus est. 

Hie prologus scripturarum quasi galeatum principium omni- 
bus libris, quos de Hebrseo vertimus in Latinum, convenire po-> 
test : ut scire valeamus, quicquid extra hos est, inter apocrypha 
esse ponendum. Igitur Sapientia, quae vulgo Salomonis inscri- 
bitiu*, et Jesu filii Sirach liber, et Judith, et Tobias, et Pastor, 
non sunt in Canone. Macchabceorum primum librum Hebraicum 
reperi. Secundus Graecus est, quod ex ipsa quoque phrasi pro- 
bari potest. 

(b) Idem S. Hieromtmus, Prolog, in Hieremiam, vol. i, p. 
554. ed. Paris, 1693. — Librum autem Baruch notarii ejus, qui 
apud Hebraeos nee legitur nee habetur, praetermisimus. 

(c) Idem S. Hierontmus, in Libros Salomonis, Chromatio 
et Heliodoro, vol. i. p. 938. — Itaque longa aegrotatione fractus, 
ne penitus hoc anno reticerem et apud vos mutus essem, tridui 
opus nomini vestro consecravi, interpretationem videlicet trium 
Salomonis voluminum, Mas loth, quas Hebraei Parabolas, vul- 
gata autem editio Proverbia vocat : Coleth, quem Graece Eccle- 
siasten, Latine concionatorem possumus dicere: Sir Assirim, 
quod in nostra lingua vertitur Cantica Canticorum, Fertur et 
TiavaperoQ Jesu filii Sirach liber, et alius \lf€vhmy(>a<j>OQ, qui 
Sapientia Salomonis inscribitur. Quorum priorem, Hebraicum 
reperi; non Ecclesiasticum, ut apud Latinos, sed Parabolas 
praenotatum, cui juncti erant Ecclesiastes et Canticum Canticorum : 
ut similitudinem Salomonis non solum librorum numero, sed etiam 
materiarum genere coaequaret. Secundus apud Hebrceos nusquam 



APPENDIX A. [27 

est, quin et ipse stylus Graecam eloquentiani redolet: et non- 
nulli scriptorum veterum hunc esse Judaei Philonis affirmant. 
Sicut ergo Judith^ et Tohit, et Machabceorum libros legit quidem 
Ecclesia, sed inter canonicas scripturas non recipit, sic et haec 
duo volumina legat ad cedificationem plehis, non ad auctoritatem 
Ecclesiasticorum dogmatum confirmandam. 

(d) Idem S. Hieronymus, in Danielem Prophet, vol. i. p. 990. 
— Haec idcirco, ut difficultatem vobis Danielis ostenderem, qui 
apud Hebraeos nee Susannce habet historiam, nee hymnum trium 
puerorunif nee Belis Draconisque fabulas : quas nos, quia in toto 
orbe dispersae sunt, veru -r- anteposito, easque jugulante, sub- 
jeeimus ; ne videremur apud imperitos magnam partem voluminis 
detruncasse. 

(e) Idem S. Hieronymus, in Ezram, vol. i. p. 1106. — Nee 
quemquam moveat quod unus a nobis editus liber est : nee apo- 
cryphorum tertii et quarti somniis delectetur: quia et apud 
Hebrceos, Ezrce Neemiceque sermones in unum volumen coarc- 
tantur : et quae non habentur apud ilhs^ nee de vigintiquattuor 
senibus sunt, procul abjicienda. 

(/) Idem S. Hieronymus, in Librum Tobice, vol. i. p. 1158. 
^— Mirari non desino exactionis vestrae instantiam : exigitis enim 
ut librum Chaldaeo sermone conscriptum ad Latinum stylum 
traham ; librum utique Tobice, quem Hebraei de Catalogo divi- 
narum Scripturarum secantes, his, quae Apocrypha memorant, 
manciparunt. Feci satis desiderio vestro, non tamen meo 
studio. 

(jg) Idem S. Hieronymus, in Librum Judith^ vol. i. p. 1170. 
— h^xxdi Hebrceos XiiheT Judith inter Apocrypha legitur : cujus 
auctoritas ad roboranda ilia quae in contentionem veniunt minus 
idonea judicatur. Chaldaeo tamen sermone conscriptus, inter 
historias computatur. Sed quia hunc librum Synodus Nicaena 
in numero Sanctarum Scripturarum legitur computasse, acquievi 
postulationi vestrae, immo exactioni : et sepositis occupationibus, 
quibus vehementer arctabar, huic unam lucubradunculam dedi, 
magis sensum e sensu, quam ex verbo verbum transferens. 

(Ji) Idem S. Hieronymus, Epist. l. ad Paulinum (Opp. t. iv. 
p. 574). — Tangam et Novum breviter Testamentum. Matthceus^ 
Marcus, Lucas, et Joannes, qiiadriga Domini et verum Cherubim, 
quod interpretatur scientice multitudo, per totum corpus oculati 
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sunt, scintillas emicant, discurrunt fulgura, pedes habent rectos et 
in sublime tendentes, terga pennata et ubique volitantia. Tenent 
se mutuo, sibique perplexi sunt, et quasi rota in rota volvuntur^ 
et pergunt quocunque eos flatus Sancti Spiritus perduxerit. 

Paulus Apostolus ad septem ecclesias scribit (octava enim ad 
Hebrceos a plerisque extra numerum ponitur). Timotheum instruit 
ac Titum, Philemonem pro fugitivo famulo deprecatur. Super 
quo tacere melius puto, quam pauca scribere. Actus Apostolorum 
nudam quidem sonare videntur historiam, et nascentis ecclesias 
infantiam texere : sed si noverimus scriptorem eorum " Lucam 
esse medicum, cvjiis laus est in evQngelio" animadvertemus 
pariter omnia verba illius, animae languentis esse medicinam. 
Jacobus, PetruSy Joannes, Judas apostoU septem epistolas edide^ 
runt tam mysticas quam succinctas et breves pariter et longas ; 
breves in verbis, longas in sententiis, ut rarus sit qui non in earum 
lectione caecutiat. Apocalypsis Joannis tot habet sacramenta 
quot verba. Parum dixi pro merito voluminis. Laus omnis 
inferior est : in verbis singulis multiplices latent intelligentiae. 

(f) Idem S. Hieronymus *, Comment, in Matth, procem, (t. iv. 
p. 2 ss.) — Plures fuisse, qui evangelia scripserunt, et Lucas 
evangelista testatur, dicens : *' Quoniam quidem multi conati sunt 
ordinare narrationem rerum, quce in nobis completce sunt : sicut 
tradiderunt nobis, qui ab initio ipsi viderunt sermonem, et minis^ 
traverunt ei :" et perse verantia usque in praesens tempus monu- 
menta declarant : quae a diversis autoribus edita, diversarum 
haereseon fuere principia : ut est illud juxta ^gyptios et Tho- 
mam, et Matthiam et Bartholomaeum, duodecimque apostolorum, 
et Basilidis atque Apellis, ac reliquorum, quos enumerare lon- 
gissimum est : cum tantum in praesentiarum hoc necesse sit 
dicere : extitisse quosdam qui sine Spiritu et gratia Dei conati 
sunt magis ordinare narrationem quam historiae texere veritatem. 
Quibus jure potest illud propheticum coaptari : " Vne qui pro- 
phetant de corde suo : qui ambulant post spiritum suum : qui 
dicunt, Dicit Dominus : et Dominus non misit eos" De quibus et 
Salvator in evangelio Joannis loquitur : ** Omnes qui ante me 
venerunt, fures et latrones fueruntJ*' Qui venerunt, non qui 



• With this passage compare S. S.C^prian, Epist. 73. OrigeuinLuc. 
Iren. iii. c. 1, and iii. c. 2. § 7, 8, 9. init. Euseb. iii. 24. 
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missi sunt. Ipse enim ait : ** Feniebant, et ego non mittebam eos" 
In venientibus enim praesumptio temeritatis, in missis obsequium 
servitutis est. Ecclesia autem, quae supra petram Domini voce 
fundata est : qvam introduxit rex in cubiculum suum : et ad quam 
per foramen descensionis occultae misit manum suam, similis 
damulae hinnuloque cervorum : quatuor flumina paradisi instar 
eructans : quatuor angulos et annulos habet, per quos quasi area 
testamenti et custos legis Domini lignis immobilibus vehitur. 
Primus omnium est Matthceus publicanus, cognomento Levi ; qui 
evangelium in Judaea Hebraeo sermone edidit : ob eorum vel 
maxime causam, qui in Jesum crediderant ex Judaeis ; et nequa- 
quam legis umbram, succedente evangelii veritate, servabant. 
Secundus Marcus^ interpres apostoli Petri, et Alexandrinae eccle- 
siae primus episcopus : qui Dominum quidem Salvatorem ipse 
non vidit, sed ea, quae magistrum audierat praedicantem, juxtafidem 
magis gestorum narravit quam ordinem. Tertius Lucas medicus, 
nadone Syrus Antiochensis, cujus laus in evangelio : qui et ipse 
discipulus apostoli Pauli, in Achaiae Boeotiaeque partibus volumen 
condidit, quaedam altius repetens : et ut ipse in prooemio confitetur, 
audita magis quam visa describens. Ultimus Joannes apostolus 
et evangelista, quem Jesus amavit plurimum : qui supra pectus 
Domini recumbens, purissima doctrinarum fluenta potavit : et 
qui solus de cruce meruit audire, " Ecce mater tua,** Is cum 
esset in Asia, et jam tunc haereticorum semina pullularent 
Cerinthi, Hebionis, et ceterorum qui negant Christum in came 
venisse : quos et ipse in epistola sua antichristos vocat ; et apos- 
tolus Paulus frequenter percutit, coactus est ab omnibus pene 
tunc Asiae episcopis et multarum ecclesiarum legadonibus, de 
divinitate Salvatoris altius scribere, et ad ipsum (ut ita dicam) 
Dei verbum, non tam audaci quam felici temeritate prorumpere. 
Unde et ecclesiastica narrat historia, cum a fratribus cdgeretur ut 
scriberet, ita facturum se respondisse, si indicto jejunio in com- 
mune omnes Deum deprecarentur, quo expleto, revelatione 
saturatus, illud prooemium e coelo veniens eructavit : " In prin- 
cipio erat Verbum^ et Verbum erat apud Deum, et Deus erat 
Verbum ; hoc erat in principio apud Deum,** Haec igitur qua- 
tuor evangel ia multo ante praedicta Ezechielis quoque volumen 
probatf in quo prima visio ita contexitur : " Et in medio sicut 
similitudo quatuor animalium, et vultus eorum fogies hominis, et 



30] APPENDIX A. 

fades leoniSf et fades vituli, et fades aquilce,** Prima hominift 
fades Matthseum significat, qui quasi de homine exorsus est 
scribere, " Liher generationis Jesu Christie filii Davids fiUi 
Abraham.** Secunda Marcum, in qua vox leonis in eremo 
rugientis auditur, " Vox clamantis in desertOf Parate viam 
Domini^ rector fadte semitas Ejus,** Tertia vituli, quse evange- 
listam Lucam a Zacharia saoerdote sumpsisse initium prsefigurat. 
Quarta Joannem evangelistam, qui assumptis pennis aquilse, et 
ad altiora festinans, de verbo Dei disputat. Csetera quse se- 
quuntur, in eundem sensum proficiimt. Crura eorum recta, et 
pennati pedes : et quocimque ibat spiritus, ibant et non reverte- 
bantur : et dorsa eorum plena oculis : et scindllse ac lampades 
in medio discurrentes, et rota in rota, et in singulis quatuor 
facies. Unde et Apocalypsis Joannis, post expositionem viginta 
quatuor seniorum, qui tenentes citharas ac pbialas adorant Agnum 
Dei, introducit fulgura et tonitrua et septem spiritus discurrentes, 
et mare vitreum, et quatuor animalia plena oculis, dicens, '* Ani- 
mal primum simile leoni : et secundum simile viiulo : et tertium 
simile homini : et quartum simile aquilce volanti,** Et post 
paululum : ^* Plena erant,** inquit, " oculiSf et requiem non hahe- 
bant die ac nocte, dicentia : Sanctus, sanctuSf sanctus^ Dominus 
Deus Omnipotensj qui erat, et qui est, et qui venturus est,** Qui- 
bus cunctis perspicue ostenditur, quatuor tantum debere evangelia 
suscipi : et omnes apocrypborum nsenias mortuis magis hsereticis 
quam ecclesiasdcis vivis canendas. 

(J) Idem S. Hieronymus, de Viris Illust. c, b, — Quia in 
Actibus apostolorum plenissime de ejus conversatione scriptum 
est, hoc tantum dicam, quod post passionem Domini vicesimo 
quinto anno, i. e. secundo Neronis, eo tempore quo Festus pro- 
curator Judaea? successit Felici, Romam vinctus mittitur, et 
biennium in libera manens custodia, adversus Judaeos de adventu 
Christi quotidie disputavit. Sciendum autem in prima satis- 
factione, necdum Neronis imperio roborato, nee in tanta erum* 
pente scelera, quanta de eo narrant historise, Paulum a Nerone 
dimissum, ut Evangelium Christi in occidentis quoque partibus 
prsedicaretur, sicut ipse scribit in secunda epistola ad Timotheum, 
eo tempore quo et passus est, de vinculis dictans opistolam : " In 
prima mea satisfactione nemo mihi affuit, sed omnes me derelique- 
runt : non eis imputetur. Dominus autem mihi ajffuit, et confer- 
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iavit me, ut per me prcedicatio compleretur, et audirent omnes 
gentes : et liberatus sum de ore leonis,** Manifestissime leonem 
propter crudelitatem Neronem significans. Et in sequentibus: 
" Liberatus sum de ore leonis,** Et statim : " Liberavit me 
Dominus ab omni opere malo, et salvavit me in regnum suum 
cceleste" quod scilicet prscsens sibi sendret imminere martyrium. 
Nam et in eadem epistola praemiserat : ** Ego enim jam immolor, 
et tempus resolutionis mece instat,** Hie ergo quarto decimo 
Neronis anno, eodem die quo Petrus, Romce pro Christo capite 
truncatur ; sepultusque est in via Ostiensi, anno post passionem 
Domini tricesimo septimo. Scripsit autem novem ad septem 
ecclesias episiolas : ad Romanos unam ; ad Corinthios duas ; ad 
Galatas unam ; ad Ephesios unam ; ad Philippenses unam ; ad 
Colossenses unam ; ad Thessalonicenses duas ; praeterea ad dis- 
cipulos suos, Timotheo duas, Tito unam, Philemoni unam. 
Epistola autem quae fertur ad Hebrceos, non ejus creditur, propter 
styli sermonisque dissonantiam ; sed vel Barnabce, juxta Ter- 
tullianum ; vel Lucce evangelistae, juxta quosdam ; vel dementis 
RomantB postea ecclesiae episcopi, quem ajunt ipsi adjunctum 
sententias Pauli proprio ordinasse et omasse sermone. Vel certe 
quia Paulus scribebat ad Hebrceos, et propter invidiam sui apud 
eos nominis, titulum in principio salutationis amputaverit. 
Scripserat ut Hebrceus Hebrceis Hebraice, id est, suo eloquio 
disertissime, ut ea quae eloquenter scripta fuerant in Hebraeo, 
eloquentius verterentur in Graecum : et banc causam esse, quod 
a ceteris Pauli epistolis discrepare videatur. Legunt quidam et 
ad Laodicenses, sed ab omnibus exploditur. 

{h) Idem S. Hieronymus, Epist. adDardanum, ii. p. 608. (ed. 
Paris.) — lUud nostris dicendum est, banc epistolam quae inscri- 
bitur ad Hebrceos, non solum ab ecclesiis orientis, sed ab omnibus 
retro ecdesiasticis Graeci sermonis scriptoribus, quasi Pauli 
apostoli suscipi, licet plerique earn vel Barnabae, vel Clementis 
arbitrentur : et nihil interesse, cujus sit, quum ecclesiasdci viri 
sit, et quotidie ecclesiarum lectione celebretur. Quod si earn 
Latinorum consuetudo non recipit inter scripturas canonicas, nee 
Graecorum quidem ecclesiae Apocalypsin Joannis eadem libertate 
suscipiunt, et tamen nos utrumque suscipimus : nequaquam hujus 
temporis consuetudinem, sed veterum scriptorum auctoritatem 
sequentes, qui plerumque utriusque abutuntur tesdmoniis, non ut 
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interdum de apocryphis facere solent (quippe qui et gentilium 
literarum raro utantur exemplis) sed quasi canonicis et eccle- 
siasticis. 

Comment, in Isaice Proph. 3, 6. (Opp. t. iii. p. 60.) — Unde et 
Paulus apostolus in epistola ad Hebraeos, quam Latina consue" 
tudo non recipit : " Nonne omnes," inquit, " ministri sunt 
spiritus ?" 

{t) Idem S. Hieronymus, de Fir, lllusU c. 59.--Cajus sub 
Zephyrino Romanse urbis episcopo, i. e. sub Antonio, Severi 
filio, disputationem adverstts Proculum Montani sectatorem valde 
insignem habuit ; arguens eum temeritatis, super nova prophetia 
defendenda : et in eodem volumine epistolas quoque Pauli tre~ 
decim tantum enumerans decimam quartam, quae fertur ad 
HebrceoSf dicit ejus non esse : sed et apud Romanos usque hodie 
quasi Pauli apostoli non habetur. 

(wi) Idem S. Hieronymus (?) Prolog. 7. in EpisU Canon, 
(torn. i. p. 1667.) — Non idem ordo est apud Grsecos, qui integre 
sapiunt et fidem rectam sectantur epistolarum, septem^ qutB 
Canonicce nuncupantur, qui in Latinis codicibus invenitur. Quod 
quia Petrus primus est in numero apostolorum, primse sint 
etiam ejus epistolae in ordine ceteiarum. Sed sicut evangelistas 
dudum ad veritatis lineam correximus ; ita has proprio ordini, 
Deo nos juvante, reddidimus. Est enim prima earum una 
Jacohi : Petri duce, Johannis tres : et Judce una. Quae si ut ab 
eis digestae sunt ; ita quoque ab interpredbus fideliter in Latinum 
eloquium verterentur nee ambiguitatem legentibus facerent nee 
sermonum sese varietas impugnaret ; illo praecipue loco ubi de 
unitate Trinitatis in prima Johannis epistola positum legimus. In 
qua etiam ab infidelibus translator! bus multum erratum esse fidei 
veritate comperimus : trium tantum vocabula, hoc est, aqu%, 
sanguinis et spiritus, in sua editione ponentes ; et Patris, Verbique 
ac Spiritus testimonium omittentes ; in quo maxime et fides 
Catholica roboratur ; et Patris et Filii ac Spiritus Sancti una divi- 
nitatis substantia comprobatur. In caeteris vero Epistolis quan- 
tum a nostra aliorum distet editio lectoris prudentiae derelinquo. 
Sed tu virgo Chrisd Eustochium dum a me impensius scripturae 
veritatem inquiris, meam quodam modo senectutem invidorum 
dentibus corrodendam exponis, qui me falsarium corruptoremque 
sanctarum pronuntiant scripturarum. Sed ego in tali opere nee 
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aemulorum meorum invidentiam pertimesco ; nee sanctse scrip- 
turae veritatem poscentibus denegabo. — Ad PatUin, de stud, 
script, 

(w) Idem S. Hibronymus, in Isai, xlix. 21. — Post Aggeeum, 
Zachariam, et Malachiam, nuUos alios Prophetas usque ad 
Joannem Baptistam videram. 

No. XX. 

Concilium Hipponense, in Africa, a.d. 393. (Cave, Hist. 
Lit. p. 368.) 

Canon xxxviii. Mansi iii. p. 924. — Ut prceter Scripturas 
canonicas nihil in Ecclesia legatur sub nomine divinarum Scrip- 
turarum. Sunt autem canonicae Scripturae, Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numeri, Deuteronomium, Jesus Nave, Judicum, Ruth, 
Regnorum libri quatuar, Paralipomenon libri duo. Job, Psalterium 
Davidicum, Salomonis libri quinque, duodecim libri Prophetarum, 
Esaias, Jeremias, Daniel, Ezechiel, Tobias, Judith, Hester, 
HesdrcB libri duo, Macchabceorum libri duo. 

No. XXI. 

Concilium Carthaginense, a.d. 397. (Cave, p. 368.) 

Canon xlvii. Mansi iii. p. 891. — Item placuit, ut praeter 
Scripturas canonicas nihil in ecclesia legatur sub nomine divina- 
rum Scripturarum. Sunt autem canonicae scripturae. Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numeri, Deuteronomium, Jesus Nave, Judi- 
cum, Ruth, Regnorum libri iv., Paralipomenon libri duo, Job, 
Psalterium Davidicum, Salomonis libri quinque, libri duodecim 
Prophetarum, Jesaias, Jeremias, Ezechiel, Daniel, Tobias, Judith, 
Esther, Esdrce libri duo, Machabceorum libri duo, Novi autem 
Testamenti Evangeliorum libri quatuor, Actuum apostolorum 
liber unus, Pauli apostoli Epistolce tredecim, ejusdem ad Hebrceos 
una, Petri apostoli duce, Joannis ap. tres, Judce ap, una, Apo- 
calypsis Joannis liber unus'*. Hoc etiam fratri et sacerdoti nostro 
Bonifacio vel aliis earum partium episcopis, pro confirmando isto 

* Vetustus Codex sic habet : ** De rina Ecclesia consulatur." Labb^ 
confirmando isto Canone transma- Concil. ii. p. II77. 
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canone, innotescat*, quia a patribus ista accepimus in ecclesia 
legenda* Liceat enim legi passiones martynun, cum aimiyersarii 
dies eorum celebrantur. 

No. XXII. 

S. AuousTiNUs, Bishop of Hippo, in Africa ; bom a* d. 355 ; 

present at the two Councils above mentioned, of Hippo and 

Carthage; died a.d. 430« anno setatis 769 the 35th of his 

Episcopate. (Cave, Hist. Lit. p. 290.) 

De Doctrina Christiana f , lib. ii. vol. iii. part 1. p. 47. ed. 
Paris, 1836. — 12. [viii.] Sed nos ad tertium ilium gradum con- 
siderationem referamus, de quo disserere quod Dominus sugges- 
serit atque tractare instituimus. Erit igitur divinarum Scrip- 
turarum solertissimus indagator, qui primo totas legerit, notasque 
habuerit, et si nondum intellectu, jam tamen lectione, duntaxat 
eas quae appellantur canonicse];. Nam caeteras securius leget fide 
veritads instructus, ne praeoccupent imbecillem animum, et peri« 
culosis mendaciis atque phantasmatis eludentes praejudicent ali- 
quid contra sanam intelligentiam. In canonicis autem Scripturis, 
Ecclesiarum Catholicarum quam plurium auctoritatem sequatur ; 
inter quas sane iUae sint, quae apostolicas sedes habere et Epi- 
stolas accipere meruerunt. Tenebit igitur hunc modum in Scrip- 
tuns canonicis, ut eas quae ab omnibus accipiuntur Ecclesiis Ca- 
tholicis, prcBponat eis quas quaedam non accipiunt : in eis vero 
quae non accipiuntur ab omnibus, prceponat eas quas plures gra« 
vioresque accipiunt, eis quas pauciores minorisque auctoritatis 
Ecclesiae tenent Si autem alias invenerit a pluribus, alias a 
gravioribus haberi, quanquam hoc facile invenire non possit, 
aequalis tamen auctoritatis eas habendas puto. 

13. Totus autem canon Scripturarum, in quo istam considera^ 
tionem versandam dicimus, his libris continetur : Quinque 
MoyseoSf id est Genesi, Exodo, Levitico, Numerisy Deuteronomio ; 
et uno libro Jesu Nave, uno Judicum, uno libello qui appellatur 
Ruth, qui magis ad Regnorum principium videtur pertinere, 
deinde quatuor Regnorum^ et duobus Paralipomenony non con- 

* Innotescat quia &c. Angl. " let and completed ▲. d. 426. 
it be known that" &c. yviopifiov ij: S. Augustine here distingnishes 

iiTTio 'oTt c.rA. between the tenns JDtviiMB Seripturo! 

f This book was begun ▲. d. 397, and Canonkof. 
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sequentibus, sed quasi a latere adjunctis simulque pergentibus. 
Haec est Historia, quae sibimet annexa tempora continet, atque 
ordinem rerum : sunt alise tanquam ex di verso ordlne, quae 
neque huic ordini, neque inter se connectuntur, sicut est Joh^ et 
Tobias^ et Esther^ et Judith^ et Machahceorum libri duoy et 
Esdrce duo, qui magis subsequi videntur ordinatam illam histo* 
riam usque ad Regnorum vel Paralipomenon terminatam : deinde 
Prophetae, in quibus David unus liber Psalmorum ; et Salomonis 
tres, Proverbiorum, Cantica canticorum, et Ecclesiastes. Nam 
illi duo libri, unus qui Sapientia, et alius qui Ecclesiasticus inscri- 
bitur, de quadam similitudine Salomonis esse dicuntur: nam 
Jesus Sirach eos conscripsisse constantissime perhibetur, qui 
tamen quoniam in auctoritatem recipi meruerunt, inter prophe- 
ticos numerandi sunt. Reliqui sunt eorum libri qui proprie Pro- 
phetae appellantur, duodecim Prophetarum libri singuli, qui con- 
nexi sibimet, quoniam nunquam sejuncti sunt, pro uno habentur ; 
quorum Prophetarum nomina sunt haec, Osee, Joel, Amos, Abdias, 
Jonas, Michceas, Nahum, Habacuc, Sophonias,Aggceus, Zacharias, 
Malachias : deinde quatuor Prophetae sunt majorum voluminum, 
Isaias, Jeremias, Daniel, Ezechiel, His quadraginta quatuor 
libris Testamenti Veteris terminatur auctoritas : Novi autem, 
quatuor libris Evangelii, secimdum Matthceum, secundum Mar-^ 
cum, secundum Lucam, secimdum Joannem ; quatuordecim Epi^ 
stolis Pauli apostoli, ad Romanos, ad Corinthios duabus, ad Oala-- 
tas, ad Ephesios, ad Philippenses, ad Thessalonicenses duabus, 
ad Colossenses, ad Timotheum duabus, ad Titum, ad Philemonem, 
ad Hebrceos ; Petri duabus ; tribus Joannis ; una Judce, et una 
Jacobi ; Actibus Apostolorum libro uno, et Apocalypsi Joannis 
libro uno. 

No. XXIII. 

PsEUDO-DioNYsius Areopagita, of Alexandria ; age uncertain, 
probably late in the fourth century. (Cave, Hist. Lit. i. p. 225.) 

De Eccl. Hierarchy c. iii. p. 92. ed. Paris, 1615. — Udaa yap 
iepa Kai ayidypai^OQ diXrog rj Trjv Ik Qeov twv 6vT<av yEi/i-iyr^v 
VTrapJtV re Kal BiaKoafiriaiv, fj rrjp vofiiicriv iepap\iav Kal rroXirelay 
7/ Ttlv rov Oelov Xaov KXripo^otriutv EiayefiriaeiQ icat Karacr^ecreiQf 
rj KpiTutv iepCjv, t) l3a<riXi(i>v <ro<l>S}V rj lepitav avviatv, i) tra- 
Xaiiav avhpGiv kv noiKiXiq, koX nXriOei twv kyioyriov aKaracreiarov 

[0 2] 
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iy Koprepiif. ifuXoaoipiaVt Ti ruv wpaKTit^v aoi^Q viroO^nrac* y 6eiwv 
ipwTuy ffffiara Kal ivdiovQ itKovac' y tUv iaofiivt^y rac vx-m- 
^i/rcfcac rrpo<rayapp{i<ret£* t) rag ayipiKa£*lri<rov Ocovpyiaci V 7'ac 
Twp Ahrov fxadriTiiy dtowapa^orovQ Kal dtofiifiiiTOVQ xoXirc/acy 
Kni lepaQ h^atrKaXiat, fj tiIv Kpwftlav rat fivtrriKriy iwoxj/lav rov 
Tutv fiaOriTUfv ay aw tit ov Kal Oeaweffiov, Jj Tf^y vwepKotrfiioy ^lifoov 
OioXoyiay role irpoQ Oiwaiy eTririy^e/oiCy v^iyy^^aro. 

No. XXIV. 

Canones Apostolici, Patr. Apost. Coteler. i. p. 453. 480, ed. 
Amst. 1724. (Age uncertain.) 

Canon 85. "Ear&i ^e vfuy vatri icXripiKolQ Kal XaiVoic, (ii(3Xin 
aefiaafiia Kal fiyia r^c f^^y iraXaid^ ^laO^inic, MwveriuQ irivrr^ 
Tiyt9iQy*'^loZoQy Aev'iriKoyf *ApiO/xoi, Kal /^tvrepoydfiioy' 
*ivi<rov Tov Nav^, £v* twv KpiTwy, ty' rffc *Fovd, ty* Baai- 
Xnuiy riaaapa* HapaXetirofiiyiay rijc fiiPXiov rHy fffjit- 
pCjy, ivo' "Ecr^pa, ^vo' *Etrdrjpf ev* *Iov^ecO, ly* MaKxafiai* 
lity* rpla' 'I«i>/^, ey* ^aXfiol iKaroy WEyrrfKoyra' SaXo/ictf- 
yog ftiflXia Tpla^ liapoifilai, 'EicicXiyffcao'r^Cf^Aiff/ia q.afia' 
Tiay' npo^^rac ^ei:ac£. ''Fidtdey ^e vfuy wpotriorTopeiffOitf fjiav^ 
ddytiy vf/iy tovq vcovc rrjy vo(^lay tov iroXvfiadovc ^ipa\* ^lUrtpa 
liy TOvrioTL TffQ Kaiyfjs ^laOiiKrity 'EhayyiXia riaaapa^ 
Mardaiov, Mapicov, Aovra, *Ii»fdyyov* IlavXov 'EirioroXai 
^iKariaaaptQ* Uerpov *Eiri erroXal Bvo* *li»fdvyoVf rpcic* 
'Iaic(0/3ov, fjila' *lovSaf fiia* KX7//Ltevroc iiriaroXal 3vo* 
Kal ai Siarayal vfily to7q ivitTKOiroit h* ifjiov KXiifuyrog iy 
OKriif ftiflXioiQ wpo(rr£<^b)yrifjLiyaiy ac oh )^^ Brffiotruveiy circ 
irdyTwy, ^icc tcl iy avraiQ fivariKa' jcat al IIpd£cic flfJidy ruy 
awoaroXtMfy, Tavra ^e irepl Kai'oviay iiaTeTny(jdri vfA^y rrap' ^fioiVy 
c! EKtcrKOTroi, 

No. XXV. 

CoNSTiTUTioNEs Apostolic^, lib. ii. c. 57. (torn. i. p. 264. ed. 
Coteler, Amst. 1724.) 

MitroQ 6 dyayvwtrrric lip!* v\priXov riyoQ Itrrtttc dyayiyyiotrKirtt) ra 
MfafO'ecuC) 'fa* 'Iijcow tov Navfj, to. twv Kptruiv, Kal Twy Boiri- 

• OmUtit Job. Antioch. v. Bevereg. p. 480. 
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XsitJVf TU rdv IlapaXetiro/Lfc vcjv, koi to, rijg twavoSov* irpog 

TOVTOLQ TO. TOV *Icil/3, K€U TOV ^oXofiWVOQ ^al TCI t(oV IKKaihtKa 

llpoil>riTioVf am Bifo he yevofiivtov avayyvjafiariov trtpoc rig tov 
Aa/3t^ xl/aXKirta vfAvovs^ xal 6 Xaoc ra aKpoari^ia vTroi/zaXAcroi. 
yiiTCLTovTo ai lipase cc at ^/icrepai avayiv iauKioQtitaav icac 'E7rt- 
<TTo\a\ IlavXov tov arvvepyov iffidv &c €7r£(rr££\£ rale tKKXriffiaic 
KaO* ai^fiyrieriv tov ' Ay iov UyevfiaroQ' koI fjieTU tqvtu Biclkovoq t) 
TrpefffivTepog avayiyvufaKeTia ra cvayyeXia a lyiif MarOalog 
Kai *iiM)apvrig TrapeSu}KafJiev vfUVf Kal d oi (rvvepyol HavKov Trapti- 
Xiy^orcc icarcXcti//av vfiiv Aovicac Kal Mapicoc- 



No. XXVI. 

Innocentius, Bishop of Rome, a.d. 402. (Cave, Hist. Lit. 

p. 379.) 

It is doubtful whether this Decretal is genuine. See Cosin on 
the Canon, p. 118 — 121. 130. 

Epist. iii. ad Exuperium, Episcopum Tolosanumy ed. Paris, 
1671. (torn. ii. p. 1256.) 

Consulenti tibi, frater carissime, quid de proposita specie una- 
quaque sentirem, pro captu intelligentiae meae quae sunt visa 
respond! 

vii. Qui vero libri recipiantur in canone sanctarum Scriptura- 
rum, brevis adnexus ostendit. Hsec sunt ergo quae desiderata 
moneri voce voluisti. Moysis libri 5. id est Genesis, Exodi, 
Leviticif Numeric Deuteronomii ; et Jesu Nave unus, Jvdicum 
unus. Regnorum libri 4. simul et Ruth. Prophetarum libri 16. 
Salomonis libri 5. Psalterium, Historiarum, Job liber unus, 
TobicB unus, Esther unus, Judith unus, MachabtBorum duo, 
Esdrce duo, Paralipomenon duo. Item Novi Testamenti, Evan- 
geliorum libri 4. Apostoli Pauli Epistolise 14. Epistolce Joan- 
nis S. EpistolcB Petri dues. Epistola Judce, Epistola Jacobi, 
Actus Apostolorum, Apocalypsis Joannis. Caetera autem, quae 
vel sub nomine Matthiae sive Jacobi minoris, vel sub nomine 
Petri et Joannis, quae a quodam Leucio scripta sunt vel sub 
nomine Andreae, quae a Xenocharide et Leonida Philosophis; 
vel sub nomine Thomae, et si qua sunt alia, non solum repu- 
dianda, verum etiam noveris esse damnanda. Datum 10 Kalen- 
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das Martias, Stilicone II. et Anthetnio viris clarissimis consu- 
libus. (a.d. 405.) 

The following Decretals are ascribed by some writers to 
Popes Damasus, (a.d. 366 — 384.) Gelasius, (a.d. 492 — 6.) and 
HoRMisDAS, (a.d. 514 — 523.) respectively. SeeGratian. Pars 1. 
Dist. XV. 3. Labbe Concil. iv. p. 1260. Mansi Concil. viii. 
p. 497. On the other side see Bp. Cosin on the Canon, 123, 
130, and Bp. Pearson, Vind. Ignat. i. c. iv. pp. 45 — 47f who 
affirm that the decree ascribed to Gelasius is spurious. 

I. Damasi. 

(See Credner, Geschichte des Kanons, iv. p. 187 — 196.) 

Incipit concilium urbis RonuB sttb Damaso papa celebratum. 
Be explanatione fidei. 

Dictum estf prius agendum de spiritu sepdformi, qui in Christo 
requiescit. Spiritus sapientise • ♦ ♦ • ♦ intelligitur 
Spiritus, qui a Patre procedit, et : Ille de meo accipiet et annun- 
ciabit vobis. 

Nunc vero de scripturis divinis agendum est, quid universalis 
catholica ecclesia teneat et quid vitari debeat*. 

Cap. I. 

§ 1. Incipit ordo veteris Testamenti. 

Genesis liber 1. Paralipomenon libri 2. 

Exodus liber 1. Psalterium liber 1. 

Leviticus liber 1. Salomonis libri 3. 

Numeri liber 1. Proverbiorum liber 1. 

Deuteronomium liber 1. Ecclesiastes liber 1. 

Jesu Nave liber 1. Cantica canticorum liber 1. 

Judicum liber 1. Item Sapientiae liber 1. 

Ruth liber 1. Ecclesiasticus liber 1. 
Regum libri 4. 

* These Catalogues therefore were to be a/ooided. Therefore, whether 

made, not for distmguishiDg inspired these Catalogues are genume or no, 

from uninspired Books, but for sepa- they do not affect the question of 

rating those which were received by inspiration, 
the Church from those which ought 
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§ 2. Incipit ordo prophetarum. 



Esaise lib. 1. 

Hieremiae lib. 1. cum uno 

Baruch item cum lamen- 

tadonibus suis. 
Ezechielis lib. 1 . 
Danielis lib. 1. 
Joel lib. 1. 
Abdiae lib. 1. 
Oseae lib. 1. 



Amos lib. 1. 
Michaeas lib. 1. 
Jonae lib. 1. 
Nahum lib. 1. 
Abbacuc lib. 1. 
Sophoniae lib. 1. 
Aggaei lib. 1. 
Zachariae lib. 1. 
Malachiae lib. 1. 



§ 3. Item ordo historiarum. 

Job liber 1. Hester liber 1. 

Tobiae liber 1. Esdrae liber 1. 

Judith liber 1. Machabaeorum libri 2. 

§ 4. Item ordo 3cripturarum Novi Testamenti, quas sancta et 
Catholica suscipit ecclesia. 

Evangelium. 
secundum Matthaeum lib. 1. secundum Lucam lib. 1. 
secundum Marcum lib. 1. secimdum Joannem lib. I. 

§ 5. Epistolce PauU numero XIV. 



Ad Romanos 1. 
Ad Corinthios 2. 
Ad Ephesios 1. 
Ad Thessalonicenses 2. 
Ad Galatas 1. 
Ad Philippenses 1. 



Ad Colossenses 1. 
Ad Timotheum 2. 
Ad Titum 1. 
Ad Philemonem 1. 
Ad Hebraeos 1. 



§ 6. Item Apocalypsis Joannis ApostoU lib. 1. 
Actus Apostolorum liber 1. 
Item Epistolce Canonicce numero VII. 



Petri Apostoli epistolae 2. 
Jacobi Apostoli epistola 1. 
Joannis Apostoli epistola 1. 



Alterius Joannis. Presbyteri 

epistolae 2. 
Judae Zelotis epistola 1. 



40] 



APPENDIX A. 



II. GbLASIL III. HORMISDA. 

Incipit decretale in urbe Roma 
ab Hormisda Papa editum. 

Cap. I. 
De scripluris divinis quid unt- 
versaliter Caiholica recipiat ee- 
clesiaf vel post hcec quid viiare 
deheaU 

§ 1. Or do de Feteri Testa-- 
mentOf quern sancta et Catholica 
Romana suscipit et honorat eccle- 
sia, iste est : 
Geneseos liber 1. 
Exodi liber 1. 
Levitici liber 1 
Numeri liber 1. 
Deuteronomii liber 1 . 
Jesu Nave liber 1. 
Judicum liber 1. 
Ruth liber 1. 
Regum libri 4. 
Paralipomenon libri 2. 
Psalmorum 150 liber 1. 
Salomonis libri 3. 
Proverbia, Ecclesiastes, et Can- 

tica Candcorum. 



Cap. I. 
Incipit confirmatio Domini 
Gelasii Papce de libris Veteris 
ac Novi Testamenti, 

§ 1. /n principio videlicet 
quinque libri Moysis. 

Genesis liber 1. 
Exodus liber 1. 
Leviticus liber I. 
Numeri liber 1. 
Deuteronomium liber 1. 
Jesu Nave liber 1. 
Judicum liber 1. 
Ruth liber 1. 
Regum libri 4. 
Paralipomenon libri 2. 
Psalmorum 150 liber 1. 
Salomonis libri 3. 
Proverbiorum liber 1. 
Ecclesiastes liber 1 . 
Cantica canticorum liber 1. 
Sapiendse liber 1. 
Ecclesiasticus liber 1. 

§ 2. Item Prophetce numero XVI. Item ordo Prophetarum, 

Esaise liber 1. Esaiae liber 1. 

Hieremiae liber 1. Hieremiae liber 1. cum Cinnoth 

ac lamentadonibus suis. 

Ezechielis Ezechielis liber 1. 

Danielis liber 1. Danielis liber 1. 

Osee liber 1. Osee liber 1. 

Amos liber 1. Amos liber 1. 



APPENDIX A. 



[41 



II. 
Michaeee liber 1. 
Joel liber 1. 
Abdise liber 1. 
Jonae liber 1. 
Naum liber 1. 
Abbacum liber 1. 
Sophonise liber 1. 
Aggaei liber 1. 
ZachariaB liber 1. 
Malachiae liber 1. 

§ 3. Item Storiarum. 
Job liber 1. 
Tobias Uber 1. 
Ester liber 1. 
Judith liber I. 
Esdra libri 2. 
Machabaeorum libri 2. 

§ 4. Item ordo scripturarum 
Novi Testamentif quern sancta 
Catholica Romana suscipit et 
veneratur ecclesia, 
Evangeliorum libri 4, id est 
secundum Matthaeum liber I. 
secundum Marcum liber 1. 
secundum Lucam liber 1. 
secundum Joannem liber 1. 

Item Actuum Apostohrum 
liber 1. 

§ 5. Epistolce Pauli Apo- 
stoli num. XIII. 



III. 
Micha?ae liber 1. 
Johel liber 1. 
Abdiae liber 1, 
Jonae liber 1. 
Naum liber 1 . 
Abacuc liber 1. 
Sophoniae liber 1. 
Aggaei liber 1. 
Zachariae liber 1. 
Malachiae liber 1. 

Item ordo Historiarum. 
Job liber 1. 
Tobiae liber 1. 
Esdrae libri 2. 
Esther liber 1. 
Judith liber 1. 
Machabaeorum libri 2. 

Item ordo scripturarum Novi 
et cBierni Testamenti, 



Evangeliorum libri 4. 
secundum Matthaeum liber 1. 
secundum Marcum liber 1. 
secundum Lucam liber 1. 
secundum Johannem liber 1. 

Item Actuum Apostolorum 
liber 1. 

Epistolce Pauli Apostoli 
numero XIV. 
Ad Romanos Epistola 1. 
Ad Corinthios Epistolae 2. 
Ad Ephesios Epistola 1. 
Ad Thessalonicenses Epistt. 2. 
Ad Galatas Epistola 1. 
Ad Philippenses Epistola 1. 
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II. III. 

Ad Colossenses Epistola 1. 
Ad Timotheum Epistolae 2. 
Ad Titum Epistola 1. 
Ad Philemonem Epistola 1 . 
Ad Hebrseos Epistola 1. 

§ 6. ApocaUfpsis liber I. Item ApocalypsU Joannis 

liber 1. 
Apostolicce Epistolae Item Canonicce Episiolce 

numero VII. numero VII. 

Petri Apostoli numero 2. Petri Apostoli Epistolse 2. 

Jacobi Apostoli numero I. Jacobi Apostoli Epistola 1. 

Joannis Apostoli 3. Johannis Apostoli Epistolse 3. 

Judae Zelotis. Judse Zelotis Apostoli Epistola. 

No. XXVll. 

Talmud Babylonicum, about a.d. 550. {Baha Bathra^ fol. 14. 

col. 2.) 

The order of the Prophets is this : Joshua and Judges, Samuel 
and Kings, Jeremiah and Ezekiel, Isaiah and the Twelve [minor 
prophets] . . . The order of the Kethubim is thus: Ruth, 
Psalms and Job, and Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes, the Song of 
Songs and Lamentations, Daniel, Esther and the Chronicles. 

The order of the Pentateuch is every where and always one 
and the same. 

No. XXVIII. 

JuNiLius, Bishop, in Africa ; flourished about a.d. 550. (Cave, 
Hist. Lit. i. 526.) 

(a) De Partihus Divince Legis, ad Primasium co-Episcopum* . 
(ap. De la Bigne, Sacra Biblioth. Patrum, Paris, 1589. i. p. 3, 
et ap. Bibl. Patr. Max. x. 340.) 

Discipulus, Historia quid est ? 

Magister, Praeteritarum rerum praesentiumve narratio. 

* It appears from the Preface of tion of a GveeV Catechism, by Pau- 
Jmiilius that this work is a transla- lus, of the Syrian school of Nisibid. 
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D. In quibus libris divina continetur Historia ? 

M. In XVII. — Gen., Exod.^ Levity Num.f Deuter.y Jesu 
Naue, Judicum, Ruth, Regum secundum nos IF., sec. Hebrceos 
II. — Evangeliorum IV. : S, Matth.f S. Marc, S. Luc, S. Joann.; 
Actuum Apost. 

D. Nulli alii libri ad divinam pertinent historiam ? 

M. Adjungunt plures Paralipomenon II., Job, Esdrce 11, , Ju- 
dith, Hester, Maccab. II. 

D. Quare hi libri non inter Canonicas Scripturas currunt ? 

M. Quoniam apud Hebraeos quoque super hac differentia 
recipiebantur, sicut Hieronymus caeterique testantur. 

(6) Idem i. cap. 7. De auctoritate Scripturae. 

D. Quomodo divinorum Librorum consideratur auctoritas ? 

M. Quia quidam perfected auctoritatis sunt, quidam medice, 
quidam nullius. 

D. Qui sunt perfectce auctoritatis ? 

M. Quos Canonicos in singulis spedebus absolute enume- 
ravimus. 

D. Qui mediae ? 

M. Quos adjungi a pluribus diximus. 

D. Qui nullius auctoritatis ? 

M. Reliqui omnes. In prophetia, medice auctoritatis libri non 
praeter Apocalypsim reperiuntur. 

(c) Idem Junilius, cap. 4. 

D. In quibus Libris Prophetia suscipitur ? 

M, In XVII. Psalm. 150, Osece, Esaice, Johel, Amos, Ab- 
dice, Jonce, Michece, Naum, Sophonice, Abacuc, Hieremice, 
Ezechiel, Daniel, Aggcei, Zacharice, Malachice. Caeterum de 
Joannis Apocalypsi apud Orientales admodum dubitatur. 

(d) Idem, cap. 6. 

2). Qui libri ad simplicem doctrinam pertinent ? 

M. Canonici XVI. Ecclesiastce, Epistolce Pauli ad Rom., 
Cor. II., Galat., Ephes., Philipp., Coloss., Thessal. II., Timoth. 
II,, Tit., Philem., Hebrceos, B. Petri ad Gentes /., B. Joann. prima. 

D. Nulli alii ad simplicem doctrinam pertinent ? 

M. Adjungunt quam plurimi V. alias, quae Apostolorum 
Canonicce nuncupantur ; i.e. Jacobi, Petri secundam, Joannis 
duas. 
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No. XXIX. 

Primasius, Bishop of Adrumetum in Africa ; flourished 
about A. D. 550. (Cave, H. L. i. 525.) 

In Apocalypa. c. 4. — S. Joannes Veteris Testamenti Libros 
insinuat, quos ejusdem numeri Canonicd auctoritate suscipiraus 
tanquam xxiv. seniores super Tribunalia prsesidentes. 

No. XXX. 

Cassiodorus, Magnus Aurelius, a native of Lucania, Chan- 
cellor of Theodonc, Senator of Ravenna, Consul of Rome, 
A.D. 514; retired to a monastery in Calabria, a.d. 537; 
died about a.d. 570. (Cave, H. L. p. 501.) 

De Institutione DMnarum Litterarum^ cap. xii. ed. Rot. 1679. 
t. ii. p. 545. Bibl. P. M. xi. p. 1277. Divisio Scriptures divinae 
secundum Hieronymum. — Auctoritas divina secundum Sanctum 
Hieronymum* inTestamenta duo ita dividitur, id est, in Vetus et 
Novum. In Legem, id est Genesim, Exodum^ Leviticum, Nume- 
rorum, Deuteronomium. In Piophetas, qui sunt Jesu Nave, Judi- 
cum, Ruth, Samuel, Isaias, Jeremias, Ezechiel, Daniel, lihri 
duodecim Prophetarum. In Hagiographos, qui sunt Job, David, 
Salomon, Proverbia, Ecclesiastes, Canticum Canticorum. Verba 
dierum, id est, Paralipomenon, Esdras, Esther. In Evangelistas, 
qui sunt Matthceua, Marcus, Lucas, Joannes. Post hos sequuntur 
Epistolce Apostolorum : Petri duce, Pauli quatuordecim, Joannis 
ires, Jacobi una, Judce una, Actuum Apostolorum Lucce liber 
unus, et Apocalypsis Joannis Itber unu>s. 

Sciendum est plane Sanctum Hieronymum ideo diversorum 
translationes legisse, atque correxisse, ed quod auctoritate He- 
braicse nequaquam eas perspiceret consonare. Unde factum est, 
ut omnes libros Veteris Testamenti diligenti cura in Latinum 
sermonem de' Hebrseo fonte transfunderet, et ad viginti duarum 
litterarum modum, qui apud Hebrseos manet, competenter addu- 
ceret ; per quas omnis sapientia dicitur, et memoria dictorum in 
aevum scripta servatur. Huic etiam adjecti sunt Novi Testa- 
mend libri viginti septem, qui colliguntur simul quadraginta 
novem. 

• For some reason or other, the following Catalogue of Books is not 
given in the Bibl. P. Max. 1. c. 
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No. XXXI. 
Greoorius Primus, Papa Romanus, a.d. 590. 

Moralium lib. xix. in cap. 29 Job. (torn. i. p. 622, ed. Bene- 
dict. Paris, 1705.) — De qua re non inordinate agimus si ex Libris, 
licet non canoniciSf sed tamen ad cedificationem Ecclesice editiSf 
testimonium proferamus. He then quotes 1 Maccabees vi. 46. 

On these words of Gregory, the Benedictine editors (Paris, 
1705, 4 vols, folio. Prof, p. xi.) comment as follows : — 

1. c. Obs. 1. Libros illos longd ante S. Gregorii tempora in 
Ecclesia Latina saltem pro canonicis fuisse habitos. Nam hoc 
nomine recipiuntur a Concil. Carthag. iii. 47 ; ab Innocentio I. 
in Epistol. ad Exuper. Tolosanum ; ab Augustino, lib. 2 de 
Doctr. Christ, c. 8, lib. de Cura pro Mortuis c. i., and lib. 18 de 
Ira Dei, c. 31 ; Cassiodoro, 1. 2 de Instit. c. 6, qui libris illis 
locum dat inter hagiographa ; et aliis. De Gelasiano decreto 
illos recipiente tacemus, quod illud rejiciunt, ex heterodoxis, 
Pearsonius, Gulielmus Cavc, et alii. 

Obs, 2. Duplicem esse librorum sacrorum canonem, unum 
Judceorum, alterum Christiance Ecclesice, Prior nuUos alios 
quam qui Hebraicd scripti sunt recipit, alter longd amplior est, 
admittitque prseter Novum Testamentum plurimos ad Vetus 
Testamentum pertinentes qui Graece tantum extant. Distincti- 
onem banc agnoscit Augustinus, dum de his Libris loquens addit, 
" In quibus sunt Machabceorum Libri quos non Judasi^ sed Eccle- 
sia, pro canonicis habet.** Itaque vix dubitare licet S. Gregorium, 
S. Augustini doctrinse adhserentem, aliasque memorem Catalo- 
gorum * Librorum Sacrse ScriptursB a suis majoribus conditorum^ 
negasse Machabseorum Libros esse tantum in canone Judceorum, 
non vero Christianorum, Qua in re secutus est Origenem et 
S. Hieronymum, qui ciim ad Doctorum Hebrseorum mentem de 
iis loquuntur libros eos expungunt ex canone. Alibi tamen 
tanquam sacros laudant non semel, Ecclesice non vero Synagogce 
Canonem secuti. 

* No doubt, if these Catalogues that these Decretals were not then 

were then m existence ; but this extant ; i. e. that they are tpwri- 

passage of Gregory, like others out. And, as I have said before, 

citedby Bishop Pearson, y ind. Ignat. (p. [38, note.) these Decretals do 

p. 46, and Bishop Cosin, on the not touch the questiop of Inspira- 

Canon, 123. 130. appears to prove tion. 
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No. XXXH. 
Beda Venerabilis, Presbyter, born near the mouth of the T3me, 
in the county of Durham, a.d. 672 ; educated at Wearmouth ; 
died on Ascension Day, a.d. 735 ; his bones were first carried 
to Durham, afterwards to York. (Cave, Hist. Lit p. 612.) 
Prologus super septem Epistolas Canonicas^. — Jacobus, Petrus» 
Joannes, Judas septem epistolas ediderunt, quas ecclesiastica 
consuetudo Catholicas, hoc est, universales cognominat. In 
quibus ideo prima epistola Jacobi ponitur, quamvis in catalogo 
apostolorum priores solent nominari Petrus et Joannes, quia ipse 
Hierosolymorum regendam suscepit ecclesiam. Inde fons et 
origo evangelicse prsedicationis incipiens per orbem diffusa est 
universum. Cujus cathedrae dignitatem etiam Paulus apostolus 
in eo nominando venerans ait. Jacobus, Cephas, et Joannes, qui 
videbantur columnce ecclesice : vel certe quia ipse duodecim tri~ 
bubus Israelis, quae primse crediderunt, suam epistolam misit, 
merito haec prima poni debuit ; merito Petri secunda, quia ipse 
electis advenis, qui Greece dicuntur Proselyti, hoc est, eis 
scripsit, qui de Gentilitate ad Judaismum, de Judaismo ad 
electionis evangelicae gratiam, conversi sunt. Merito Joannis 
Epistolas tertio loco sunt positae, quia his scripsit ipse, qui de 
Gentibus crediderunt, cum nee natura nee professione Judaei 
extitissent. Denique multi scriptorum ecclesiasticorum, in qui- 
bus est Sanctus Athanasius Alexandrinae praesul ecclesise, 
primam ejus epistolam scriptam ad Parthos esse testantur, 
Merito Judae posita est ultima, quia quamvis et ipse magnus, 
tribus tamen praecedentibus apostolis minor est ; vel quia prima 
Jacobi scripta est epistola, deinde Petri, post eas Joannis ; ideo 
nunc usque ordinem quo scriptae sunt retinent. Constat enim 
quia beatus Jacobus tricesimo post passionem Domini anno suuni 
consummavit martyrium. Petrus tricesimo octavo, hoc est, 
ultimo anno Neronis, passus est, et ipse in secunda sua scripsit 
epistola, " Certus sum quia velox sit depositio tabernaculi mei 
secundum quod et Dominus noster Jesus Christus significavit mihi 
per revelationem" Unde patet, quia imminente passione banc 
scripsit epistolam, cum multo ante Jacobus migraverit ad 

• CJonceming this remarkable Dr. Giles in his edition of Bede, 
Prologue, omitted by some editor's, vol. xii. p. xii — xiv; ibid. p. 167. 
see the remarks of Cave, p. 614, and 
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Christum. Neque vero conveniebat ejus epistolas ab invicem 
separari, quas iisdem scripsit ecclesiis. Porro Joannes multo 
post tempore suas epistolas simul et evangelium scripsit, quando 
post occisionem Domitianicam * reversus de exilio turbatam se 
absente per hsereticos repent ecclesiam, quos in suis epistolis 
percutiens ssepe cognominat Anti-christos, 

No. XXXIII. 

S. Joannes Damascenus, born at Damascus in Syria; flourished 
A.D. 730 ; died about a.d. 750. (Cave, i. p. 624.) 

De fide Orthodoxa iv. c. 17* — iariov on euoac Kai Ivo fiipiKoi 
ilai TfiQ iraXaiac liaOriKriQ . . . He then recites the Canon as 
received by the Hebrew Nation ; and adds, $ Ik Ilavaperoc, tqvt 
tOTiv fi S^ofjiia rov SoXo/UMt^roCf fcai ^ 2o0(a rov 'Iijaov . . . 
ivapiToi fi€v Koi icaXoi, dXX' ovk apc6/xovvrai, ov^e tKtivro iv t^ 

Trig ^£ ^^<'^t ^laOriKtii cvayyeXia riaaapa^ KaOoXixal eviaroXai 
€?rra, 'loicaijSov /i/a, Uirpov ^vo, *lwdvvov rpiig, 'lov^a /ica, IlavXov 
anoaroXov eiriOToXai htKoriairaptQ^ ^AnoKoXvyj/ig 'liaavvov evayye- 
XiOTOv . • • Kav6y€c tUv hyiiav anoaroXiav ha KXiifieyrog* 

* Ita correxi pro Dominieofn. tatem a senatu rescissiB, sub Nery4 

Vide S. Hieron. Script. Eccles. ix. Principe redit Ephesnm, ibique 

Quarto decimo anno secundam post usque ad Trajanum Principem per- 

Neronem persecntionem movente severans iotas Asiae fundavit rexit- 

DomUianOf in Patmon insulam rele- que Ecclesias, et confectus senio, 

gatus scripsit Apocalypaim quam sexagesimo octavo post paseionem 

interpretatur Justinus Martyr et Ire- Domini anno mor tuus j uxta eamdem 

neeus. InUffeeto autem Domitiano, urbem sepultus est. 
et actiB ejus ob nimiam crudeli- 
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No. I. 

The Canon of Scripture set forth by the Church of Rome in 
the Council of Trent, Session IV. April viii. a. d. 1546. 
(Labbe Concilia, torn. xiv. p. 746.) 

Decretum de Canonicis Scripturis. — Sacrosancta (Ecumenicay 
et generalis Tridentina Synodus, in Spiritu Sancto legitime con- 
gregata^ prsesidentibus in ea eisdem tribus Apostolicse Sedis 
Legatis, hoc sibi perpetud ante oculos proponens, ut, sublatis 
erroribus, puritas ipsa Evangelii in Ecclesia conservetur : quod 
promissum antd per Prophetas in Scripturis Sanctis, Dominus 
noster Jesus Christus, Dei filius, proprio ore primiin] promul- 
gavit; deinde per suos Apostolos tamquam fontem omnis et 
salutaris veritatis, et morum disciplinse, omni ereaturce prcedi^ 
cart jiissit : perspiciensque banc veritatem, et disciplinam con- 
tineri in libris scriptiSi et sine scripto traditionibuSf quae ipsius 
Christi ore ab apostolis acceptse, aut ab ipsis apostolis, Spiritu 
Sancto dictante, quasi per manus traditse, ad nos usque pervene- 
runt, orthodoxorum Patrum exempla secuta, omnes libros tarn 
Veteris, quam Novi Testament!, cum utriusque unus Deus sit 
auctor, necnon traditiones ipsas, turn ad fidem, turn ad mores 
perdnentes, tamquam vel oretenus a Christo, vel a Spiritu Sancto 
dictatas, et continua successione in ecclesia catholica conservatas, 
pari pietatis affectu, ac reverentia suscipit, et veneratur. Sacro- 
rum ver6 librorum indicem huic decreto adscribendum censuit ; 
ne cui dubitatio suboriri possit, quinam sint, qui ab ipsa Synodo 
suscipiuntur. Sunt vero infrascripti, Testamenti Veteris, quinque 
Moysiy id est, Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numeri, Deuterono^ 
mium, Josue, Judicum, Ruth, quatuor Regum, duo Paralipomenon, 
Esdrce primus et secundus, qui dicitur Nehemias, Tobias, Judith, 
Hester, Job, Psalterium Davidicum centum quinquaginta PsaU 
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morunif ParaholcBy Eoclesiastes, Canticum Canticorum, Sapientia^ 
Ecclesiasticus, Isaias, Hieremias cum Bartich^ Ezechiel^ Daniel^ 
duodecim Prophetce minores^ id est, Osea^ Joel, Amos, Ahdias, 
Jonas, Michceas, Nahum, Ahacuc, Sophonias, Aggcetbs, Zacharias, 
Malachias, duo Machahceorum, primus et secundus. Testament! 
Novi, quattuor Evangelia, secundum Matthceum, Marcum, Lucam, 
et Joannem ; Actus Apostolorum a Luca Evangelista conscripti ; 
quattuordecim Epistolce Pauli Apostoli, ad Romanos, dusB ad 
Corinthios, ad Galatas, ad Ephesios, ad Philippenses, ad Colos^ 
senses, duae ad Thessalonicenses, duse ad Timotheum, ad Titum, 
ad Philemonem, ad Hebrceos ; Petri Apostoli dusB, Joannis 
Apostoli tres, Jacohi Apostoli una, Judce Apostoli una, et Apoca- 
lypsis Joannis Apostoli, Si quis autem libros ipsos integros cum 
omnibus suis partibus, prout in ecclesia catholica legi consueve- 
runt, et in veteri vulgata Latina editione habentur, pro sacris, et 
canonicis non susceperit, et traditiones prsedictas sciens et pru- 
dens contempserit, anathema sit. Omnes itaque intelligant, 
quo ordine, et via ipsa Sy nodus, post j actum fidei confessionis 
fundamentum, sit progressura, et quibus potissimum testimoniis, 
ac prsesidiis in confirmandis dogmatibus, et instaurandis in 
Ecclesia moribus, sit usura. 

No. II. 

Bulla Pii Papje IV. a. d. 1564. 
(Labbe Concilia, xiv. p. 944 •.) 

Super Forma Juramenti Professionis Fidei. Pius Episcopus, 
Servus Servorum Dei ad perpetuam rei memoriam, — f Sanctam 
Catholicam et Apostolicam Romanam Ecclesiam, omnium eccle- 
siarum matrem et magistram agnosco, Romanoque Pontifici, beati 
Petri, Apostolorum Principis, successor!, ac Jesu Christi Vicario 
veram obedientiam spondeo, ac juro. Cetera item omnia a 



* See also Streitwolf, Libri Sym- any Academic degree or Scholastic 

bol. Eccl. Cathol. i. p. 98. ii. p. 316 office. 

—321, whence it appears that the f This Oath commences with a 

Church of Rome imposes this Oath, recital of the Decrees of Trent ; 

not only on ail Ecclesiastics, but then follows what is here printed. 
also on all who are admitted to 



["] 
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sacris canonibus, et oecumenicis conciliis, ac praecipue a sacro- 
sancta Tridentina Synodo tradita, definita et declarata indiibi- 
tanter recipio atque profiteor, simulque contraria omnia, atque 
hsereses quascunique ab Ecclesia damnatas, et rejectas, et anathe- 
matizatas, ego pariter damno, rejicio,et anathematizo. Hanc veram 
catholicam fidem, extra quam nemo salvus esse potest^ quam 
in praesenti sponte profiteor, et veraciter teneo, eamdem int^ram 
et inviolatam, usque ad extremum vitae spiritum, constantissime 
(Deo adjuvante) retinere, et confiteri, atque a meis subditis, vel 
illis quorum cura ad me in munere meo spectabit, teneri, doceri, 
et prsedicari, quantum in me erit, curaturum. Ego idem N. 
spondeo, voveo, ac juro. Sic me Deus adjuvet, et hsec sancta 
Dei Evangelia. Volumus autem quod prsesentes litterae, in 
Cancellaria nostra Apostolica de more legantur : et ut omnibus 
facilius pateant, in ejus Quinterno describantur, ac etiam im- 
primantur. 

Nulli ergo omnino hominum liceat hanc paginam nostrae vo- 
luntatis et mandati infringere, vel ei ausu temerario contraire. 
Si quis autem hoc attentare praesumpserit, indignationem omni- 
potentis Dei, ac beatorum Petri et Pauli apostolorum ejus, se 
noverit incursurum. Dat. Romae, apud Sanctum Petrum, anno 
incamationis Dominicae millesimo quingentesimo sexagesimo- 
quarto, idibus Novembris, Pontificatus nostri anno quinto. 



No. III. 

The Canon of Scripture set forth by the Church of 
England in the Vlth of her XXXIX Articles of Reli- 
gion. — A. D. 1562. 

Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation ; 
so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved 
thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should be 
believed as an article of the faith, or be thought requisite or 
necessary to salvation. 

By the name of Holy Scripture we do understand those 
Canonical Books of the Old and New Testament, of whose 
authority was never any doubt in the Church. 
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The names and number of the Canonical Books are : 



The Psalms 

The Proverbs 

The Book of Eccle- 

siastes 
Cantica^ or Songs of 

Solomon 
IV Greater Prophets 



Genesis II. of Samuel 

Exodus I. of Kings 

Leviticus II. of Kings 

Numbers I. of Chronicles 

Deuteronomy II. of Chronicles 

Joshua I. of Esdras 

Judges II. of Esdras* 

Ruth The Booh of Esther ILll Lesser Prophets 

I. of Samuel The Booh of Job 

And the other Books (as Hierome saith) the Church doth read 

for example of life and instruction of manners ; but yet doth it 

not apply them to establish any doctrine. 

Such are these following : 
The Third Book of Esdras Baruch the Prophet 



The Fourth Book of Esdras 
The Booh of Tobias 
The Booh of Judith 
The rest of Esther 
The Booh of Wisdom 
Jesus the Son of Sirach 



The Song of the Three Children 
The Story of Susanna 
Of Bel and the Dragon 
The Prayer of Manasses 
The First Booh of Maccabees 
The Second Booh of Maccabees, 



All the Books of the New Testament, as they are commonly 
received, we do receive, and account them Canonical. 



No. IV. 

The Canon of Scripture according to the Eastern Church. 
{a) Platonis Archiepiscopi ^OpQololoQ Ai^aoricaXta, Athenis, 
1836, p. 59. — Ta KavoviKCL r^c TraX. AiaO^fcij^ flifSkia tlvai ravra* 
TiysffiCf "Efo^oc, AcvtViicov, *Apid/Jioi, AevTepovo/niov (ja ovola Kal 
lltvTaTev')(OQ ovofia^oyTai), 'liyerowc rev Nav^, Kpirai, *Pou6^, 
ritraapa /3ij3\ca tUv BaortXcioiv, (rwv OTToitov to. Bvo irpwra 
^afjiovriX uvonaZovaiv oi *E/3pa7ot,) Ivo rwv IlapaXctTro/xeVaii/, 
"EaEpaQf N££/xtac, 'E(r6r)p, 'lw/3, ^aXr^ptov, Hapoifilai ^oXo/JLwyrogf 
*Ri:K\rf(riatrTrlc rov avroii, ^ A^ayta tov avroi/, 'H^atac, 'Itptfifag 
(^avfjirfpw^oijivtDV twv Gp^i'wv), *Ie^£iC(4X, AavirfXf oi Xonrol ^lo- 

* i. €, Nehemiah. 
[d2] 
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BiKa Tlpo^^rai ofiov dro rov '(Llinji fi^xpi rov MaXax/ov, oi bwoioi 

TOP apidfiov TOVTor, ayicaXa wtpiixovtri iroWa ifOiKo, a^U- 
fraivaj ^€v kHyBtiaav Sftufi Trorc o^c KaroviKa vvo r^c *EicicXi|o'/ac. 
t^. r^ijyop. 0£o\oy. ey roic trri\» irepl rdp KavoviK, (iipK. waX, 
Koi vcaci *^Ol\ MtiTp()tl>avriy rov KpiroTrovXor ey rjf 'OftoXoy. r^c 
'AvaroX. 'EicuXiya. ic€^. f . 

(b) The Longer Catechism of the Orthodox^ Catholic^ Eastern 
Church ; examined and approved by the most holy Governing 
Synod, and published for the v^e of Schools, and of all orthodox 
Christians, by order of his Imperial Majesty •. Moscow, at the 
Synodal Press, 1839t. 

Q. How many are the hooks of the Old Testament ? 

A. St. Cyril of Jerusalem, St. Athanasius the Great, and 
St. John Damascene reckon them at twenty-two, agreeing therein 
with the Jews, who so reckon them in the original Hebrew 
tongue. Athanas. Ep. Fest. xxxix., J. Damasc. Theol. 1. iv. 
c. 17. 

Q, Why should we attend to the reckoning of the Hebrews ? 



* Translated and reprinted by the 
Rev. W. Blackmore, fi.A. Aber- 
deen, 1845. 

t Mr. Blackmore says in his Pre- 
face, pp. vi. and ix. " The Shorter 
and Longer Catechisms are printed 
and published by the Synodal Press 
not only in the Slavonic, but also in 
the modem-Russian character and 
idiom. Both of them ui that form, in 
which they now stand, and in which 
alone they are enjoined to be used, 
were drawn up by Philaret, the pre- 
sent illustrious Metropolitan of Mos- 
cow, and after careful revision were 
not merely approved and licensed, 
but adopted and promulgated by the 
Most Holy Synod as the Catechisms 
of the Church Herself, a.d. 1839. 
The Longer Catechism, in particu- 
lar, having been translated into 
Greek, and sent to all the Eastern 
Patriarchs and other Churches of the 



same Rite and Communion, and 
having been received on all sides 
with unanimous approbation, has a 
just claim to that title which it bears 
in the original, and which literally 
translated would stand thus : ^ 
Full Catechism of the Orthodox Caiholie 
Church of the Ecat : though the word 
' FuU ' having reference also to the 
^ Short Catechism* of the Russian 
Church, it was found difficult to give 
this title with exactness in the trans- 
lation. — The Longer Bussian Cate" 
chism, though identical of oourse 
in the substance of doctrine with all 
documents approved by the Eastern 
Church, is yet in many points of 
detail, in method and language, and 
even in some minor doctrinal re- 
spects, of greater weight and value, 
not only than the Eighteen Articles 
of the Synod of Bethlehem, but even 
than the Orthodox Confession itself." 
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A. Because^ as the Apostle Paul says, unto them were com- 
mitted the oracles of God: and the sacred books of the Old 
Testament have been received from the Hebrew Church of that 
Testament by the Christian Church of the New. Rom. iii. 2. 

Q. How do St. Cyril and St. Athanasius enumerate the books 
of the Old Testament ? 

A. As follows : 1. The book of Genesis ; 2. Exodus ; 3. Levi- 
ticus ; 4. The hook of Numbers ; 5. Deuteronomy ; 6. Tue 
book of Jesus the son of Nun ; 7. The book of Judges ^ 
and with it, as an appendix , the book of Ruth ; 8. The 
first and second books of Kings, as two parts of one book ; 
9. The third and fourth books of Kings ; 10. The first and second 
books of Paralipomena ; 11. The first hook of Esdras and the 
second, or, as it is entitled in Greek, the book of Nehemiah; 
12. The book of Esther ; 13. The book of Job ; 14. The Psalms ; 
15. The Proverbs of Solomon ; 16. Ecclesiastes, also by Solo- 
mon ; 17. The Song of Songs, also by Solomon; 18. The book of 
the Prophet Isaiah ; 19. Of Jeremiah ; 20. Of Ezekiel ; 21. Of 
Daniel; 22. Of the Twelve Prophets. 

Q. Why is there no notice taken, in this enumeration of the 
books of the Old Testament, of the Book of the Wisdom of the 
Son of Sirach, and of certain others ? 

A. Because they do not exist in the Hebrew. 

Q. How are we to regard these last-named books ? 

A. Athanasius the Great says, that they have been appointed 
of the Fathers to be read by proselytes, who are preparing for 
admission into the Church. 

Q. Is there any division of the books of the Old Testament, 
by which you can give a more distinct account of their contents ? 

A. They may be divided into the four following classes : 

1. Books of the Law, which form the basis of the Old Testa- 
ment. 

2. Historical books, which contain principally the history of 
religion. 

3. Doctrinal, which contain the doctrine of religion. 

4. Prophetical, which contain prophecies, or predictions of 
things future, and especially of Jesus Christ. 

0. Which are the books of the Law ? 
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A, The five books written by Moses; Grenesis, Exodus 
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. 

Jesus Christ Himself gives to these books the general name o 
the Law of Moses, Luke xxiv. 44. 

Q. What in particular is contained in the book of Genesis ? 

A. The account of the creation of the world and of man, anc 
afterwards the history and ordinances of religion in the first age 
of mankind. 

Q. What is contained in the other four books of Moses ? 

A. The history of religion in the time of the prophet Moses 
and the Law given through him from God. 

0. Which are the historical books of the Old Testament ? 

A. The books of Jesus the son of Nun, Judges, Ruth, Kings, 
Paralipomena, the book of Esdras, and the books of Nehemial: 
and Esther. 

Q, Which are the doctrinal ? 

A. The book of Job, the Psalms, and the books of Solomon. 

Q. What should we remark in particular of the book ol 
Psalms ? 

A, This book, together with the doctrine of religion, contains 
also allusions to its history, and many prophecies of our Savioui 
Christ. It is a perfect manual of prayer and praise, and on this 
account is in continual use in the Divine service of the Church. 

Q. Which books are prophetical ? 

A, Those of the Prophets; Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel 
and the twelve others. 

Q, How many are the books of the New Testament ? 

A, Twenty-seven. 

Q. Are there among these any which answer to the books oi 
the Law, or form the basis of the New Testament ? 

A, Yes. The Gospel, which consists of the four books of the 
Evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 

Q, What means the word Gospel ? 

A, It is the same as the Greek word Evangely, and means 
good or joyful tidings. 

Q. Of what have we good tidings in the books called the 
Gospel ? 

A, Of the Divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ, of His adveni 
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and life on earth, of His miracles and saving doctrine, and finally, 
of His death upon the cross. His glorious resurrection, and 
ascension into heaven. 

Q. Why are these books called the Gospel ? 

A, Because man can have no better nor more joyful tidings 
than these of a Divine Saviour and everlasting salvation. For 
the same cause, whenever the Gospel is read in the Church, it is 
prefaced and accompanied by the joyful exclamation. Glory be to 
Thee^ Lord, glory be to Thee. 

Q. Are any of the books of the New Testament historical ? 

A. Yes. One ; the book of the Acts of the holy Apostles, 

Q. Of what does it give an account ? 

A. Of the descent of the Holy Ghost on the apostles, and of 
the extension through them of Christ's Church. 

Q. What is an Apostle ? 

A. The word means a messenger. It is the name given to 
those disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ, whom He sent to preach 
the Gospel. 

Q, Which books of the New Testament are doctrinal ? 

A, The seven General Epistles ; namely, one of the Apostle 
James, two of Peter, three of John, and one of Jude : and fourteen 
Epistles of the Apostle Paul ; namely, one to the Romans, two to 
the Corinthians, one to the Galaiians, one to the Ephesians, one to 
the Philippians, one to the Colossians, two to the Thessahnians, 
two to Timothy, one to Titus, one to Philemon, and one to the 
Hebrews. 

Q. Are there also among the books of the New Testament 
any prophetical ? 

A. Such is the book of the Apocalypse. 

Q. What means this word Apocalypse ? 

A. It is Greek, and means revelation. 

Q. What are the contents of this book ? 

A. A mystical representation of the fiiture destinies of the 
Christian Church, and of the whole world. 
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ON THE OPINIONS OF THE JEWS CONCERNING THE 
APOCRYPHA. 



Notwithstanding the explicit testimony of Josephus, Melito, 
St Jerome, and others, (see Appendix A. Nos. iii. v. xix.) 
great efforts have been made by recent Romish Divines, (e. g. Per^ 
rone. Loci Theol. Pars ii. § 1. cap. i. p. 1 059, whose authorities only 
prove that these books were sometimes cited by the Talmudists ; 
and MaloUi La Lecture de la Sainte Bible, ii. p. 3 1 1 4.) to 
show that some of the Apocryphal books were received as 
Canonical by the Jews in the time of the Apostles ; although 
the Apostles have never cited them ; and, if they were canoni- 
cal among the Jews then, how is it that they are not so now ? 
The excellent observations of St. Jerome and St. Augustine may 
be applied here : — 

{a) Hieronymus in cap. vi. lesaia?. — " Quod si aliquis dixerit," 
inquit, " Hebraeos libros a Judseis esse falsatos, audiat Origenem, 
quid in octavo volumine explanationum lesaiae huic respondeat 
qusestiunculse : quod nunquam Dominus et Apostoli, qui caetera 
crimina arguunt in Scribis et Pharisseis, de hoc crimine, quod 
erat maximum, reticuissent. Sin autem dixerint post adventum 
Domini Salvatoris et prsedicationem Apostolorum, libros He- 
brseos fuisse falsatos, cachinnum tenere non potero: utSalvator, 
et Evangelistae et Apostoli ita testimonia protulerint, ut Judaei 
postea falsaturi erant." — So also Augustin. lib. xv. de Civit. 
Dei c. 13. '* Incredibile esse Judseorum gentem, tarn longe 
lateque diffusam, uno consilio conspirare potuisse in conscri- 
bendo mendacio, et dum aliis invideant authoritatem, sibi abstu- 
lisse veritatem.*' And he concludes, '* Absit ut prudens quispiam 
vel Judseos cujuslibet perversitatis atque malitise, tantum po- 
tuisse credat in codicibus tam multis, et tarn longe lateque dis- 
persis." 
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This question concerning the opinions of the Jews respecting 
the Apocrypha, has been so ably treated by Hottinoer, in his 
"Thesaurus Philologicus,'* Tiguri, 1659, that I cannot do better 
than cite his words : 

(6) P. 101. The Old Testament, he observes, is some* 
times called by tlie Jews The Twenty-four^ — nVH'IK) D^^ 

Viginti quatuor. Tot enim V. T. sunt libri Canonici ; Galat, de 
Arcan. Cathol. Ver. lib. i. c. 1. Prsefigitur hoc nomen, ut pluri- 
mum, fronti Bibliorum Hebraicorum et impressorum, et manu- 
scriptorum. Observa autem I. libros Canonicos Veteris T. ab 
ipso Synedrio magno in 24. Volumina distributos. BuxU Comm. 
Masor. c. xi. EL Lev. Praefat. iii. in lib. Mas. hammas. Riv. 
Isag. S. Scr. p. 501 . Atque hinc prsesens nomen Bibliis Sacris 
impositum. Obtinuit autem hie Veteris T. librorum numerua 
tempore etiam Hieronymi. 

(c) Compendii tamen, et juvandae memorise gratia, inde ab 
ultima antiquitate, totum Veteris T. Codicem, secundum nume- 
rum literarum Hebraicarum, in libros xxii. distinctum. Vide 
Joseph, contr. Apionem lib. i. et Euseb. Hist. Eccles. lib. iii. 
c. 10. Hieron. prolog. Galeato. Isidor. Originum lib. vi. c. 1. 
Alting. Theol. probl. loc. ii. probl. 16. Chamier. Panstrat. tom. i. 
lib. V. c. 9. et ex Pontificiis Middendorp. Academ. lib. ii. p. 234. 
Sixt. Senens, Biblioth. Sanct. lib. i. p. 2. Cujus verba, cum 
cedro digna sint, hoc loco inseremus. '* Primi ordinis volumina" 
(intelligit divinas sive Canonicas Scripturas, quas Grseci ^ta- 
6ijifoypa0a, id est, Testamentaria scripta vocant) " quae sola apud 
Hebrseos in authoritate habentur, Judaei triplici numerorum 
varietate supputare solent. Quidam, inter quos Josephus et 
Philo, supputant sacros libros juxta numerum Hebraicarum lite- 
rarum : ut quemadmodum apud Hebraeos duce et viginti literae, 
quibus omnia, quae dici scribique possunt, comprehenduntur ; ita 
Viginti Duo volumina sint, quibus continentur omnia, quae de 
divinis rebus scribi et enunciari queant, quam enumerationem 
sequud sunt inter Christianos Origenes, Epiphanius, Gregorius 
Theologus, Hieronymus, et Rufinus. Alii ex Judaeis, de quorum 
numero sunt Aben Ezra et David Kimchi, Viginti Quatuor libros 
veteris Testamenti recensent, juxta eundem literarum numerum, 
ter tamen repetita litera Jod, in honorem divini nominis. Solent 
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enim Judsei nomen illud Dei quadriliterum, quod apud ipsos, 
propter Dei reverentiam, lingua et voce proferre nefas est, tiipli- 
cata litera Jod Chaldaico more conscribere hoc modo ^. Hanc 
partitionem nonnuUi veterum Graecorum, quod aptissime con- 
veniret numero Viginti Quatuor Grsecarum literarum, susceperunt, 
et Latinorum plerique, tarn prisci, quam recentiores, pari studio 
complexi sunt, respicientes ad mysticum ilium numerum Viginti 
Quatuor seniorum, quos Joannes in Apocalypsi induxit, adorantes 
Agnum aperientem librum obsignatum septem sigillis, quem 
nemo aperire potuit, neque in coelo, neque in terra, et excla- 
mantes, Dignus es, Domine, aperire librum et solvere signacula 
ejus. Rursus Hebrseorum nonnulli Viginti Septem libros nume- 
rare consueverunt, juxta numerum viginti septem characterum 
Judaicorum, resultantem ex viginti duobus simplicibus elemends, 
quibus constat totum Hebraicum Alphabetum, et ex quinque 
finalibus repetitis, seu duplicibus literis. Quinque enim sunt apud 
Hebrseos geminatse, sive biformes literae, quae in fine dictionum 
aliter scribuntur, quam in principio et in medio, videlicet 3 caph^ 
D mem^ ^ nun^ JD fhe^ ^ Zaddi : quae in fine dictionum his figuris 
notantur *] caph, D meTii, ] nurif C] phe^ y Zaddi,** Placuit autem 
totum hoc, prolixius licet, subjicere testimonium doctoris Pen- 
tificii, ut una fidelia duos dealbaremus parietes, indicaremus 
nempe, quam veteres Judaei iniissent numerandi Veteris Test, 
libros rationem, simulque ostenderemus. Concilium Tridentinum, 
Canoni Veteris Test, laciniam ex scriptis Apocryphis, atque in 
Ecclesia Judaica vix de nomine notis, attexuisse. Certum enim, 
et extra omnem dubii aleam positum est, e numero sive 22, 
sive 24, sive 27 Vet. Test, librorum, non esse vel Tobiam, 
vel Baruchumf vel quemcunque alium Scriptorem Apocryphum, 
Ipsum hoc Genebrardus, cui alias curae fuit geminam ementiri 
Canonis Veteris Test, constitutionem, baud obscurd innuit. 
" Praeter" (sic loquitur in Chronographia V. T.) " viginti libros 
duos sacros, alii septuaginta duo Apocryphi in ^gyptum delati 
sunt, auctore Epiphanio in libro de Mensuris et Ponderibus Scrip- 
turae. Unde fortassis libri Tobiae, Baruch, Judith, et similes, 
qui in nostris Bibliis Graecis et Latinis hodie reperiuntur, ad nos 
pervenerunt. Alioqui enim apud recentes Hebraeos aut non 
extant, aut certe non sunt Authentici. Quoniam eorum Canon jam 
erat conditus ab ilia magna Synodo, cujus Scriba erat Ezras." 
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(d) P. 454. ^<'^pD b^ "ITD, Ordo Bibliorum; series, secun- 
dum quam libri Vet. Test, sunt dispositi, de qua generatim audire 
placet Eliam Levit. praefat. iii. p. 19. ** Non fiierunt xxiv. libri 
una colligati, sed illi eos conjunxerunt, ac fecerunt ex ipsis tres 
partes, Legem, ProphetaSy et Hagiographa, contra ordinem, quern 
instituerunt Rabbini nostri, b. m. in bava batra. Est autem 
ordo iste talis : Josua, Judices, Samuel, Regum, Jeremiasy 
Esaias, Ezechiel, duodecim Prophetce, Hagiographorum yero 
ordo hie est: Ruth, Psalmi, Job, Proverbia, Ecclesiastes, 
Canticum Canticorum, Threni, Esther, Chronica, Afferunt 
etiam rationes et argumenta solida hujus ordinis, de quibus hie 
dicendi locus non est. Eodem ordine Masorethae collocant Pro- 
phetas ; quod nisi lesaiam praeponant Jeremise et Ezechieli, ut- 
pote qui tempore illos praecesserit. Atque hie eorum ordo repe- 
ritur in omnibus libris Hispanicis correctioribus. In libris vero 
Germanorum et Gallorum servatus est ordo Rabbinorum. Porro 
in Hagiographis Masorethae Rabbinorum ordinem hoc modo 
mutarunt, ut sit talis ; Chronica, Psalmi, Job, Proverbia, Ruth, 
Canticum canticorum, Ecclesiastes, Threni, Esther, Daniel, Esra ; 
qui ordo in Hispanorum quoque libris servatur. Sed in libns 
Germanorum talis est ordo: Psalmi, Proverbia, Job, quinque 
libelli, Daniel, Esra, Chronica, Quinque Megilloth seu libellos 
eo ordine (ubique illud fieri scribit Morin. Exercit. p. 722.) 
scribunt, quo eos suis temporibus in suis Synagc^s legunt, 
nempe Canticum, Ruth, Threni, Ecclesiastes, Esther." Haec de 
librorum Vet. Test, serie in genere. Ubi notandum, distinc- 
tionem Canonis Vet. Test, in ITl^D, vofwdtalav, D'^J^''??* ""f^- 
(ftTjTac, et U*y\T\^, ypa0£ia (prout, retento Hebraismo non minus 

eleganter, quam proprie hoc vocabulum ab Epiphanio in Pan. 
p. 58. redditur) ultimae esse antiquitatis, abipso Christo Luc. 24. 
approbatam. Vide Galat. p. 11. et comm. Masor. Buxt, p. 105. 
In quatuor partes, ait Sixt, Senens. Bib. S. p. 6. recentiores 
Judaeos Biblia dispescere in Legem, Prophetas priores, Pro- 
phetas posteriores, et Hagiographa. Sed errat, aliique cum eo, 
scribit Drus, Comment, diffic. loc. Pentat. p. 4. peccatum eorum 
qui subdivisionem ponunt utentes ea pro divisione; nam Pro- 
phetae subdividuntur (non dividuntur) in priores et posteriores. 
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Alias Vet. Test, divisiones non re, sed verbis tantutn ab hac 
diversas, vide apud Sixt. Seneru, p. 4. et deinceps. 

(e) P. 483. ^^^(/p, MalachiaSy quem nonnulli cum Mardo- 

chaeo Judaei (quod non usque adeo improbat Calvin, in Comm.) 
cum Esra faciunt eundem, vide Zemach. Dav. p. 25. 
Vocatur alias 

D^>rZI|n[ DTSn, SigUlum Propheiarum. Vide sup. p. 326. 
Lib. Nizz, p. 200. quia videlicet post Malachiam ordo ac series 
Prophetarum Vet. Test, abrupta, et scriptio avTowiirro^ seu 
dtnirvevaTOQ in Prophetarum libris defecit. Etsi enim Deus dein- 
ceps viros, pro misericordia sua, excit&rit, dotibus insignibus 
illustres, ad vindicandam doctrinam, et restituendam Ecclesiam, 
nullus tamen vocatione Prophetica praeditus fuit, id quod ex sacris 
et Ecclesiasticis monumentis baud difficulter probari potest. 
Vide Genehrar. Chronol. p. 189. Numerus capitum totius 
ZiahKair^w^riTov est 68. ver. 1050. Medius est Mich. 3. ver. 12. 

(/) P. 516. Sed quae apud Judaeos Apocryphorum librorum 
authoritas? XD ^i71 DH/ Qv3pD, recepti sunt (Apocryphi) 
ab Us (Christianis) et non a nobis, ait R. Azar, p. 175. Et R. 
Gedal, in Schalsch, hakk. p. 68. b. Cum ordine Vet. Test, libros, 
authoresque eorum recensuisset, tandem ait: O JHTW 'HM'll 

w^n ns)D vnipa unnik onsD nwD^ unn rh)vn mow 

^yrH UTlk 1tt^>^» id est, " Operas pretium est te scire, quod gentes 
seculi multiplic&runt scribere alios libros in systemate librorum 
sanctorum, qui in manibus nostris non sunt.*' Additque, D^*1D^M^ 

>y)'n uijn mt^D pttr^n ump m^d o, i.e. "dicunt, quos- 

dam se reperisse lingua Chaldaea, alios Arabica, alios Grseca," 
quos deinceps omnes in medium afiert. Sed ex ipso singulorum 
examine, melius quo Apocryphi apud Judaeos sint loco, patebit. 
(jSi) nb/ttn >^/)DD-in, Sapientia Solomonis, De hac R. Azar, 

in Meor. En. p. 175. b. *'De libro Sapientiae magnae Solo^ 
monis, hoc enim libro nomen est ; dicit R. Moses bar Nachman 
in praefatione in explicationem legis : * Vidi librum transla- 
tum * &c. quae verba ejus omnia reperies in capite ejus (Sap. 
Solomonis Graec.) septimo. Mihi autem verisimile videtur 
ilium, si translatus non sit, ita compositum esse a Solomone 
rege lingua Syriaca, ut mitteret eum ad aliquem regem 
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ad fines Orientis habitantem. Verum Ezra manum suam ad- 
mo vit libris tan turn iis, qui editi sunt a Prophetis, per Spi- 
ritum Sanctum, lingua'* (vides cur Judaei scrip ta apocrypha 
rejiciant?) *'sancta. Proinde etiam sapientes nostri prudenter 
et prsemeditate eos tantum confirmarunt qui stabiliti et confir- 
mati fuerant ab eo." R. Gedal. in Schalschel. hakkab. p. 104. 

b. de Philone loquens ait : ninttT H^ TVl^lk'^vb 'pTt 1S)D inn 

n^*u^n^ ^^nn r^iDwn rriD'^tcrrw inn t^dh rrab^t^, " Com- 

posuit librum,*' (ita etiam cum aliis sentit Galat, de Arc. Relig. 
Christ, p. 15. quos refutare conatur Sixt. Senens. p. 21.) " qui 
Sapientia dicitur. Alii tamen dicunt authorem ejus esse ipsum 
Solomonem : estque ipse ille, quem gentes (Christiani) adjece- 
runt Bibliis sacris." V. Weltw. in Itin. p. 49. ITn ^^/IDDH Uyu 
" Etiam librum Sapientise Apocryphum pronunciarunt." Buxt. 
in Bib. Rabb. p. 342. putat translationem esse recentiorem, quod 
Dialectus sit pure Syriaca. Quod apud Ecclesiasticos Scrip- 
tores Canonicus nonnunquam appellatur, hinc fere fit, quod cum 
Proverbiis confundatur, adeoque unus liber sumatur pro alio. 
(h) ^iTD 13, Filius Sira^ Siracides, qui et Ecclesiasticus 

dicitur. De quo observa, 

I. Librum hunc, expressis verbis, a Judaeis, Scriptis Apo- 
cryphis annumerari. Ex veterihus audire placet ipsos Talmu- 
dicos Cod. Sanhed, cap. ii. in Gemar. HWi^ ^i^^ H3D2 *TK, 
'np^u? Etiam in libro Siracidis legere vetitum est. Urgent hoc 
interdictum R. Dav, Gans in Zem. Dav. p. 28. c. b. et R, Azar. 
in Meor En. p. 29, b. init. Weltw. Itiner. Desert, p. 48. Sed 
cum durum nimis hoc R, Josephi videretur efiatum, ab Abhaeo 
nonnihil fiiit castigatum, non ut in Canonem vellet librum rela- 
tum librorum OeoTrrevanav, sed ut usum ejus, ob insignes, quae 
ibi habentur, irapoifiiaQ Kal vovdeaiac, vindicaret. Vide Edit. 
Cocc. p. d95. E)t cum primis R. Azar. in Meor En. p. 29. a. 
Ex recentioribus Menasse ben Israel de creat. Probl. x. p. 45. 
ait, '*Quae in contrarium a nonnullis allegantur ex versiculo 
Ecclesiastae, ea nihil &ciunt ad reip, quia est liber Apocryphus." 
Et author lib. Juchas. p. 138. f. b. refert duos Siracidis libros 

D^DII^ ID Dy DHDinD, conjunctos esse cum XXIV. id est, 
Bibliis sacris, a Romanis. De Christianis hoc dicit, non Judaeis. 
Atque hinc etiam Siracides accensetur D^JISCfT QnS)D, Libris 
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extraneis, id est, profania, quos omnino Judsi quidam legere 
vetant. Vide supra p. 50. et R. Azar. in Meor En. p. 29. et 
R. Sol. Jarchi, qui ad verba Talmudis ^ IDW NnpT n, 
D^^Wnn 113D2 ^i11p^ R» Ak%ha ait : Is quoque, qui scripta 
extemorum legit, &c. ita commentatur D''J12i7Tn DHSD^ l^*)V 
iWO ]3D ^^ \T^f Legens in libris extemorum^ cujusmodi est 
Siracides. Viderit igitur Bailius Jesuita et alii, unde habeant, 
Jvdceos non multo ante Josephum tempore Ecclesiasticum Canoni 
V, T, adjecisse, 

II. Rectius tamen facere illos, qui, cogitantes, J^/TlvyO wV^ 
in3 /^^^^l, multa ibi esse utilia, ut habet Textus Talmud, in hujus 
etiam libri lectione bonas horas consumunt, non ad firmandam 
fidem, sed ad fonnandos mores. Unde ne ipsos quidem ei va- 
care puduit Talmudistas. Aliquoties enim Siracidis verba apud 
eos citata reperias, ut in Lex. Talm. Buxt, p. 1730. Meor En. 
p. cit. Sanhed, Coco. p. 395. Et ut ne videantur in Doctorum 
suorum incurrere ofiensam, ita nonnulli R, Josephi limitant dic- 
tum, ut existiment, licere Siracidem legere njT^v l<7) P^2jn^, 
ad meditationem, non verb ad laborem, id est, obiter, quemadmo- 
dum quis legit Epistolam quam libet, non vero eo studio, quo 
tractantur libri vere sacri. Alii obtendunt, ipsos quoque Rab- 
binos, suo exemplo, docuisse, non peccare, qui lectionem Sira- 
cidis ad usum suum revocent. Non ineptd R. Lnsitanus in 
Colloq. Middelburg. f. 129. judicat, medium, Libris Apocryphis, 
inter Canonica et profana scripta locum esse assignandum. Ec- 
clesiasticos scriptores, tu, cum Christianis Theologis, vocaveris 
Siracidem et caeteros hujuscemodi librorum authores. . . . 
.... Quemadmodum igitur Veteres Baruchum, Tobiam, 
Susannam, &c. appellarunt Scripturam sacram, divinam, Pro- 
pheticam, non absolute, quasi pari authoritatis gradu ambularent 
cum scriptis Mosis et Prophetarum, sed relate, tantum, respectu 
librorum profanorum, vel nimis manifest^ Wo/3oAt)L£a/«i/, ita 
etiam Judaei isti, qui Siracidis lectioni ultimum vale dicere nole- 
bant, honorifico hyioypcupov titulo eum insignierunt. Nam certe 
si quis obstinatior cum Bailio et Genebrardo ann. M. 3860. Eccle- 
siasticum Judaeis obtrudere conaretur pro canonico, nae is valde 
historiarum Judaicarum ignarum se proderet. Ei unam R. Azarice 
Meor En. p. 29. hac de re disputationem opponimus. Ubi inter 
alia Majmon. authori libri hujus tribuit n")3rT ''T^^D D^^^/in 
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^12^*19, ludificationes in negotio, 7rpo(riairo\ri\l/iaq. Idem habetur 
in Dem, Zav. p. 28. ubi prolixe etiam de hoc Ben Sir a disputa- 
tur. £t quamvis Dav. Gans non diffiteatur, multa in eo con- 
tineri Kparifrrov KOfifiarogy nihilominus P. II. p. 10. a. turn de 
reliquis libris Apocryphis, turn de Siracide express^ pronunciat : 
^^b liT) on? D vnpD UTWt quod receptl sint ah iis (Christianis 
nempe) in Canonemy non verb a nobis^ Judaeis. Vide Epipha- 
nium de Mensuris et Ponderibus p. 534. fatentem, Siracidem in 
area foederis non fuisse asservatum, nee proinde Canonicis ad- 
scriptum, 

(k) '^T)2, Barueh : De quo in Meor En. p. 169. b. yr)2, 

1J^x^< by\\>'o ^ji*?n ^ri^''r^ usj u^1'l^:h b:£\\>iyr\,BarueKquire' 

ceptm est ^ Christianis^ Papistis videlicet : (quod notandum,) non 
recipitur a nobis. Tribuunt quidem Baruci Prophetiam, fih'o 
Neriae, Jeremiae discipulo, quern tamen ipsum Judaei a Pro- 
phetarum ordine excludunt, ut videre est in More Nevoch. P. II. 
c. xxxii. sed \p£vBe7riypa<l>oy esse scrip turn, a Graeculo vel Hel- 
lenista consarcinatum, docet CI. Alting. Theol. Elench. 1. 2. q. 2. 
de materia scripturce : confer. Panstrat. Cham. p. 113. Undeet, 
fatente Christophoro a Castro, Gregorius Nazianzenus, Hiero- 
nymus, Damascenus, Isidorus hunc librum in serie sacrorum 
librorum non recensuerunt. 

(0 rrn'lD, Tobias; de hoc in Zemach Dav, P. II. p. 10. 

: D'^il/lD? DilW Scito, librum Tobice unum esse ex libris, quos 
associant Christiani hagiogr aphis. Post ait ; a Judaeis rejici, 
concluditque tandem, " Scito etiam Tobiam, qui in manibus 
nostris lingua reperitur Hebraea, translatum esse ex lingua Latina 
in linguam Hebraeam per Sebastianum Munsterum*' (falsum hoc 
est, nam editus primo Constantinopoli, deinde demum a Mun- 
stero cum versione : interim, quod tamen ante fieri debuit, ex 
Latino in Hebraeum a Christiano aliquo esse translatum non infi- 
ciamur : vide Humf. contr. Jes. t. iii. p. 234. nam et ego omnes 
habeo libros Apocryphos MS. ex Vulgata Latina traductos) 
'' Basileae ante annos circiter centum, id quod facile intelliges ex 
styli libro, in balbutie labiorum ejus, ita ut quilibet sapiens primo 
statim intuitu observare possit, authorem ejus non fuisse ex 
Israelites. Sed et rei gestae narratio, quantum ego judico, cor- 
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nipta est, propterea qudd plena sit ludificationum et rerum inso- 
lentium." Vide etiam Schalsch. hakk, p. 99. b. et Galat. Arc. 
p. 11. R. Z). Gans, et author lib. Juch. p. 136. tempore Ezechiae 
regis Judse vixisse eum tradit. Alii tempore captivitatis Baby- 
lonicse, Schalsch, loc. cit. 

(m) nilthtS^, Susanna : De hac in Schalsch, hakkah, p. 99. b. 

et 68. b. ubi et Susannae historiam, et caeterorum Apocryphorum 
lihrorum ar^umenta describit. Et author Zem, Dav, P. II. p. 10. 
Xb ^ Uxh ^3pD T\^WW 19D, ** Susannae historia recepta 
apud Christianos, sed non apud nos." Vide etiam Hieronym. 
praefat. in Daniel. "Audivi ego quendam de Praeceptoribus 
Judaeorum, cum Susannae derideret historiam : et a Grseco, 
nescio quo, eam diceret esse confictam, illud opponere, quod 
Origeni quoque Africanus opposuit : Etymologias has otto tov 
a\ivov ayiaai, koX kiro tov irpivov irpirraif de Graeco sermone de- 
scendere.'* Vide etiam praefat. in Comment. Daniel. 

(n) These observations of Hottinger may be completed by 
the following statement of Bishop Cosin, on the Canon of the Old 
Testament as received by the Jews : — 

Bp. CosiN on the Canon of Scripture, London, 1672. p. 11. — 
The Books committed to the Jews were divided into three several 
classes ; whereof the^r^^ comprehended the Five Books of Moses ; 
the second, all the Prophets ; and the third, those writings which 
they called the Chethuhim *, or Books that were written by the 
holy men of God who were not so properly to be ranked among 
the Prophets. 

In this division, as they reckoned five Books in tlie first class, 
so in the second they counted eight, and in the third nine ; Two- 
and' Twenty f in all ; in number equal to the letters of their 
alphabet, and as fully comprehending all that was then needful to 
be known and believed, as the number of their letters J did all 



* The Greeks called them 'Ayto- % Sixt. Senensis i. p. 2. Ut quern- 

ypaipa, admodum apud Hebrseus xxii. 

f 8. Hieronym, in Prologo Ga- Literse, quibus omnia quae dici scri- 

leato. Fiunt pariter veteris Legis bique possunt, comprehenduntur, ita 

libri XXII. ; Mosis Quinque, et Pro- xxii. Volumina sint, quibus continen- 

phetarum Octo, Hagiographorum tur omnia quae de Divinis Rebus 

Novem. sciri et enuntiaii queant. 
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The Books of, 
Moses. 



Four Books of 
the former 
Prophets. 

Four Books of 
the later Pro- 
phets. 



And the rest 
of the Holy < 
Writers. 



that was requisite to be said or written, 
manner they made their enumeration : 

Genesis 

Exodus 

Leviticus 

Numbers 

Deuteronomy 

Joshua 

Judges and Ruth * . • • . 

Samuel I. and II. f . . • 

Kings I. and II. f . . . . 

Esay 

Jeremy and his Lamentations 

Ezechiel 

The Book of the Twelve 
Lesser Prophets ..... 

King David's Psalter ... 

King Solomon's Proverbs 

His Book of the Preacher . 

His Song of Songs .... 

The Book of Job .... 

The Book of Daniel . . . 

The B. of Ezra and NehemiahiJ; 

The Book of Esther . . . 

The B. of Chronicles I. & ILf 

Total 



And hereof afber this 



IV. 1 



IV. 



VIII. 



IX. 



XXII. 



(which last Book of the Chronicles, containing the sum of all 
their former Histories, and reaching from the creation of the 
world to their return firom Babylon, is a perfect epitome § of the 
Old Testament) and therefore not unfitly so placed by them, as 
that it concluded and closed up their whole Bible. 

Other divisions of these Books were afterwards made, and the 
order of them was somewhat altered (as in divers respects they 



* Which was put as an appendix 
to the Judges. 

f The Hebrews counted them but 
one Book apiece. 

t The Jews reckoned them both 



together for one. 

§ S. Hier. Epist ad Paulm. Liber 
Chronicorum est Instrument! yeteris 
Epitome. 
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may well be), but the Books were still the same ; and as the 
number of them was never augmented during the time of the Old 
Testament, so there were no additional pieces brought in, or set 
to any of them at all. 

Ibid. p. 76. — St. Jerome sometimes speaks of the number of 
the Books as twenty-twOj sometimes as twenty-four; but the 
variation of his numbers maketh no difference or augmentation 
of the Books, Some counted Ruth and the Lamentations by 
themselves ; some joined the one to the Book of Judges, and the 
other to the Prophecy of Jeremy. When these Books were 
severed, the total made XXIV. ; when they were put together, 
the number of all was no more than XXII. ; whereof St. Jerome 
giveth an account in his Prologue upon the Kings *. 

* S. Hier. in Prol. Gal. Ita fiunt in suo putent Numero sapputandos, 
pariter V. T. Libri xxii. id est, &c. ac per hoc esse Priscse Legis Libros 
quanquam nonnulli Ruth et Cinoth xxiv. 
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ViNCENzi, Sessio Quarta Concilii Tridentini Vindicata Romae, 
1842. — p. 1. Quid sihi velint in Scripturis vocabula Proto- 
Canonicum et Deutero-Canonicum. 

(a) Libris turn veteris turn novi testamenti nomen Scripturae 
Proto-Canonicae vel Deutero-Canonicse inditum fuit. Differentia 
autem istarum ex hoc orta est. Proto-Canonici libri ita appellati 
fuere, siquidem Ecclesia ipsos doctrina coelesti praeditos divinos 
semper cognovit, neque super his dubium aliquod vel ex Hebrae- 
orum, sen Christianorum parte exortum est. Alteri vero Deutero- 
Canonici nuncupati fuere in simplicem priorem distinctionem tan- 
turn, quatenus a Judaeis reject], et Christiani nonnuUi de iis silue- 
runt, vel de eorum divina auctoritate primis Ecclesiae temporibus 
(si ita dicere fas est) dubitarunt; et, ut ait Bellarminus, ''Quorum 
non semper aeque certa atque explorata auctoritas fuit," usque 
dum Patres Concilii Tridentini legitime congregati sessione 
quarta istos libros divinos habendos decreverunt, eademque ac 
primos auctoritate praeditos esse, adeo ut numeratis singillatim 
omnibus libris, quos nunc editio Vulgata exhibet, sic concludit : 
** Si quis libros ipsos integros cum omnibus suis partibus, prout 
in Ecclesia Catholica legi consueverunt, et in veteri Vulgata 
editione habentur, pro sacris et canonicis non susceperit • . • • 
anathema sit." 

II. Quamvis aliquando de horum Blbliorum divinitate dubi- 
tatum fuit, vel potius, si qui numero paucissimi, praeter alios 
plurimos, qui contra hos stetere, Scripturas Deutero-Canonicas 
in dubium vocarunt ; et si Ecclesia Christi de hac re siluit, nihil 
officit. Ecclesia enim primis temporibus hujus negotii solutionem 
transegitj et opportunam non existimavit ; nisi dicere velimus, tunc 

Le2] 
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temporis neque hsereticorum partes, nee singulare studium ad 
istarum Scripturarum auctoritatem labe&ctandam inter Chris- 
tianos extidsse ; ex quibus neque Ecclesiae judicium de hac re 
exspectandum erat, etiamsi de hoc eidem persuasum esset, et 
firmam Deutero-Canonicarum veritatem teneret, ac divinitatem. 
Podssimum autem hoc summae ejusdem Ecclesiae prudentiae est 
concedendum, cui contra Hebraeos hasce Scripturas reprobantes 
agendum erat; ut hoc infra maxime patebit. Quando autem 
opportunitatem animadvertit de istarum divina inspiratione fir" 
manda^ et contra Lutherum et Calvinum eorumque commilitonesy 
qui aperte divinum in ipsis afflatum negabant, et his diebus omni 
conatu adversantur, eadem Ecclesia contra eosdem judicium tulit, 
ac publico et generali decreto, perpetuae constandque traditioni 
innixa, Deuterarum Scripturarum auctoritatem, earumque auc- 
tores, Spiritu Sancto afflante, scripsisse declaravit. 

(6) Idem Vincenzi, p. 46. — ^Tandem in quaesdonem revo- 
cantes, quae divus interpres Hieronymus, in libros Salomonis 
dixit : " Legate nempe^ ad cedificationem plehis^ non ad auctori" 
tatem dogmatum ecclesiasticorum confirmandam" Et aliud in 
Tobiam : '* Cujus auctoritas ad roboranda illa^ quce in con- 
tentionem veniunt^ minus idonea judicaiur" Praeter illud, quod 
saepissime in suis scripds Deutero-Canonicas Scripturas arcessi- 
erit, utpote divina auctoritate praeditas, hoc argumentum sub 
dilemmads specie in medio ponamus. Vel * Hieronymus, prae- 
dicds similibus verbis, divinitus inspiratas has Posteriores Scrip- 
turas credidit, seu * aliter sensit. Si divina inspiradone scripta 
fuisse haec Biblia credebat Sanctus, necesse est sustollere discre- 
pantiam, quam ille superius commentus est, et alias causas, 
scilicet viros, loca, seu tempora repetere, inter quas maxime esset 
notanda prudentia haud illorum auctoritate coram Judceis utendi^ 
sicuti dictum est ; nam dum divinarum Scripturarum dtulo insig- 
nita sunt ab eodem, nulla difFerenda inter Priores et Posteriores 
Scripturas est admittenda, quoniam unus idemque Spiritus, 
essenda immutabilis, sapiens, suisque in verbis infallibilis auctor 
primarius esset, ac simplex instrumentum scriptor maneret. 



* Such grammatical errors as fessor, and printed at the Propa- 
these, with which this celebrated ganda, abomids, seem to indicate 
work, written by a Roman Pro- much degeneracy in Italian Latinit . 
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Contra vero, si divus pater Biblia eadem nonnisi ingenii humani 
foetum ac praeter inspirationem noverat, eidem nulla ratione 
ex lis, utpote divini libri, et Scripturarum partes, plurima 
testimonia sumenda forent, neque nomine, neque honoribus paria 
existimanda illis Proto-Canonicis quasi libri divini, scripta sacra, 
vel prophetica, ut antea egisse ostendi; ad summum, doctor 
aestimatione, et auctoritate eos exomasset, quam scriptis Ecclesise 
doctorum, qui eum praecesserunt, impertivit, quod nuUibi fecit, 
nee excogitavit. 

Certo, nobis Hieronymi zelum, et animum illius effervescentem^ 
atque cetatem condonantihus^ doctor cunctis praesto erit turn 
episcopis complacendo, consuetudinem seu Ecclesiae traditionem 
recolendo, turn doctrinam Catholicam et Apostolicam complec- 
tendo, ac tandem Ecclesiae Romanae exhibendo se socium. 
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ON THE TRUE CHARACTER AND POSITION OF THE 
APOCRYPHA. 



HooKEE, Ecclesiastical Polity, v. 20. 

Of PreaeMng by the ptMie Beading of otker profitable inttrucHans ; and 
eoneerning Bookt ApooryphaL 

Other public Readings there are of books and writings noi 
canonical, whereby the Church doth also preach, or openly make 
known the doctrine of virtuous conversation ; whereupon, besides 
those things in regard whereof we are thought to read the 
Scriptures of God amiss, it is thought amiss, that we read in our 
Churches any thing at all besides the Scriptures. 

To exclude the reading of any such profitable instruction as 
the Church hath devised for the better understanding of Scrip- 
ture, or for the easier training up of the people in holiness and 
righteousness of life, they plead *, that God in the Law would 
have nothing brought into the Temple, neither besoms, nor flesh- 
hooks, nor trumpets, but those only which were sanctified ; that, 
'* for the expounding of darker places,'' we ought to follow the 
Jews' Polity f, who under Antiochus, where they had not the 
commodity of Sermons, appointed always at their meetings 
somewhat out of the Prophets to be read together with the Law^ 
and so by the one made the other plainer to be understood ; that 

* T. C. [t. e, Thomas Cartwright, should come into the Temple, but 

the celebrated Puritan Diyine] those only which were sanctified and 

lib. i. p. 196. ^ Neither the Homi- set apart for that use. And in the 

lies, nor the Apocrypha, are at all Book of Numbers He will have no 

to be read in the Church. Where- other trumpets blown to call the 

in, first. It is good to consider people together, but those only which 

the order which the Lord kept with were set apart for that purpose, 

his people in times past, when He Numb. x. 2" 

commanded, Exod. xxx. 29, that no f T. C. lib. i. p. 197* '' Besides 

vessel nor no instrument, either this, the Polity of the Church of God 

besom, or flesh-hook, or pan, &c. in times past is to be followed," Slc. 
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before and after our Saviour's coming, they neither read Onkelos' 
nor Jonathan's Paraphrase, though having both, but conteinted 
themselves with the reading only of Scriptures *; that, if in the 
Primitive Church there had been any thing read besides the 
monuments of the Prophets and Apostles, Justin Martyr and 
Origenf, who mention these, would have spoken of the other 
likewise; that, the most ancient and best Councils forbid any 
thing to be read in Churches, saving Canonical Scripture only X ; 
that, when other things were afterwards permitted §, fault was 
found with it, it succeeded but ill, the Bible itself was thereby in 
time quite and clean thrust out||. 

Which arguments, if they be only brought in token of the 
authors' good-will and meaning towards the cause which they 
would set forward, must accordingly be accepted of by them 
who already are persuaded the same way. But if their drift 
and purpose be to persuade others, it would be demanded, by 
what rule the legal hallowing of besoms and flesh-hooks 
must needs exclude all other readings in the Church save 
Scripture. 

Things sanctified were thereby in such sort appropriated unto 
God, as that they might never afterwards again be made 
common. For which cause, the Lord, to sign and mark them 
as his own, appointed oil of holy ointment, the like whereunto 
it was not lawful to make for ordinary and daily uses % Thus 
the anointing of Aaron and his sons tied them to the office of 
the priesthood for ever ♦♦ ; the anointing, not of those silver 
trumpets ff (which Moses as well for secular as sacred uses was 
commanded to make, not to sanctify), but the unction of the 
tabernacle, the table, the laver, the altar of God, with all the 
instruments appertaining thereunto, this made them for ever holy 
unto Him, in whose service they were employed JJ. 

But what of this ? Doth it hereupon follow, that all things 
now in the Church, from the greatest to the least, are unholy. 



* Acts xiii. 15 ; xv. 21. H Ck>ncil. Colon, par. 2. [c. 6. a.d. 

t Justin. Apol. 2. Origen. Horn. 1536.] 

1. super Exod. [11. 129.] et in Judic. If Exod. xxx. 25. 32. 

L458.] ♦* Exod. xl. 15. 

X Conoil. Laod. can. 59. ft Num. x. 2. 

§ Concll. Vasens. 2. tt Exod. xxvii. 3 ; xxx. 26—28. 
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which the Lord hath not himself precisely instituted ? for so 
those rudiments, they say, do import *. Then is there nothing 
holy, which the Church by her authority hath appointed ; and 
consequently all positive Ordinances that ever were made by 
Ecclesiastical power touching spiritual affairs, are profane, 
they are unholy. I would not wish them to undertake a work 
80 desperate as to prove, that for the people's instruction no 
kind of reading is good, but only that which the Jews devised 
under Antiochus, although even that be also mistaken. For, 
according to Eliasf the Levite (out of whom it doth seem 
borrowed), the thing which Antiochus forbad was the public 
Reading of the Law, and not Sermons upon the Law. Neither 
did the Jews read a portion of the Prophets together with the 
Law to serve for an interpretation thereof, because Sermons were 
not permitted them ; but, instead of the Law, which they might 
not read openly, they read of the Prophets that which in like- 
ness of matter came nearest to each section of their Law. 
Whereupon, when aflerwards the liberty of reading the Law was 
restored, the self-same custom as touching the Prophets did 
continue still. If neither the Jews have used publicly to read 
their Paraphrasts, nor the Primitive Church for a long time any 
other writings than Scripture J, except the cause of their not 
doing it were some Law of God, or Reason forbidding them to 
do that which we do, why should the later ages of the Church 
be deprived of the liberty the former had ? Are we bound 
while the world standeth, to put nothing in practice but only that 
which was at the very first ? 

Concerning the Council of Laodicea, as it forbiddeth the 

• T. C.lib. i. p. 197. ** The Lord read in the Church but the Canon- 

would by these rudiments and pseda- ical Books of the Old and New Tea- 

gogie teach, that He would have no- tament Afterward, as cor- 

thing brought into the Church but ruptions grew in the Church, the 

that which He had appointed." readmg of Homilies and of Martyrs' 

f Elias Thesb. in verbo Patar. Lives was permitted But, 

t T. C. lib. i. p. 197« '' This prac- besides the evil success thereof, that 

tice continued still in the Churches use and custom was controlled, as 

of Grod after the Apostles' times, as may appear by the Council of Colen, 

may appear by the second Apology albeit otherwise Popish The 

of Justin Martyr." Idem, p. 198. bringing in of Homilies and Martyrs* 

*< It was decreed in the Council of Lives hath thrust the Bible clean 

Laodicea, that nothing should be out of the Church, or into a comer." 



APPENDIX E. [73 

reading of those things which are not Canonical, so it maketh 
some things not Canonical which are *. Their judgment in this 
we may not, and in that we need not, follow. We have by thus 
many years' experience found, that exceeding great good, not in- 
cumbered with any notable inconvenience, hath grown by the 
custom which we now observe. As for the harm whereof 
judicious men have complained in former times ; it came not of 
this, that other tilings were read besides the Scripture, but that 
so evil choice was made. 

With us there is never any time bestowed in Divine Service 
without the reading of a great part of the Holy Scripture, which 
we accompt a thing most necessary. We dare not admit any 
such Form of Liturgy, as either appointeth no Scripture at all^ 
or very little^ to be read in the Church. And therefore the 
thrusting of the Bible out of the House of God, is rather there 
to be feared where men esteem it a matter so indifferent f, 
whether the same be by solemn appointment read publicly or 
not read, the bare text excepted which the Preacher haply 
chooseth out to expound. But let us here consider, what the 
practice of our Fathers before us hath been, and how far forth 
the same may be followed. We find that in ancient times there 
was publicly read first the Scripture X^ as namely something out 
of the Books of the Prophets of God which were of old §; 
something out of the Apostles' writings || ; and lastly, out of 



• The Apocalypse, [can. 60.] Apol. p. 692. [c. 39.] 

t T. C. lib. ii. p. 381. ^ It is iin- § << Judaicarum Historiarum libri 

true, that simple Reading is neces- traditi sont ab Apostolis legendi in 

sary in the Church A number Ecdesiis." Origen, in Jos. Horn. 15. 

of churches which have no such i| Ilavrwv Kard. v6\hq ^ iiy^oiiQ 
Order of simple Reading, cannot be fuvovnov Ivi rb airb trvvkKivaic 
in this point charged with the breach yiverai, Kal rd avofiVfifiovivfJtara 
of Grod's commandment, which they rwv 'Awotrrokutv ^ rd avyypaftfiaTa 
might be, if simple Reading were rdv Upo^tiriov iLvayivwrKtrcu, Jus- 
necessary." By " simple Reading" tin. Apol. 2. p. 162. " Factum est ut 
he meaneth the custom of bare read- ista die Dominica, Prophetica lee- 
ing more than the Preacher at the tione jam lecta, ante altare adstante 
same time expoundeth unto the peo- qui lectionem S. Pauli proferret bea- 
ple. tissimus Antistes Ambrosius, &c." 
X << Coimus ad divinarum litera- Sulpit. Sever, lib. iii. de Vita S. Mart, 
rum commemoratiouem." Tertull. [Greg. Turon.de Mir. S. Mart. i.c. 5.] 
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the holy Evangelists some things which touched the person of 
OUT Lord Jesus Christ himself*. 

The cause of their reading first the Old Testament, then the 
New, and always somewhat out of hoth, is most likely to have 
been that which Justin Martyr and St. Augustine ^observe in 
comparing the two Testaments. " The Apostles (saith the one) 
have taught us as themselves did learn, first the precepts of the 
Law, and then the Gospels. For what else is the Law but the 
Gospel foreshewed? What other the Gospel, than the Law 
fulfilled t ?" In like sort the other, " What the Old Testament 
hath, the very same the New containeth ; but that which lieth 
there as under a shadow, is here brought forth into the open 
sun. Things there prefigured, are here performed ;];.*' Again, 
" In the Old Testament there is a close comprehension of the 
New; in the New, an open discovery of the Old." To be 
short, the method of their public readings either purposely did 
tend, or at the leastwise doth fidy serve, " That from smaller 
things the mind of the hearers may go forward to the knowledge 
of greater, and by degrees climb up from the lowest to the 
highest things §.** 

Now besides the Scripture, the Books which they called 
Ecclesiastical were thought not unworthy sometime to be 
brought into public audience, and with that name they endtuled 
the Books which we term Apocryphal, Under the self-same 
name they also comprised certain, no otherwise annexed unto 
the New than the former to the Old Testament, as a Book of 
Hermas, EpisUes of Clement, and the like. According there- 
fore to the phrase of antiquity, these we may term the New, and 
the other the Old Ecclesiastical Books or Writings. For we, 
being directed by a sentence (I suppose) of St Jerome, who 
saith, that "all Writings not Canonical are Apocryphal ||," use 
not now the tide Apocryphal as the rest of the Fathers ordinarily 



* Vide Concil. Vas. 2. habitmn f Just. reap. 101. 

An. Dom. 444. torn. Ck)ncil. 2. p. 19. % August, qusest. 33. in Num. 

Item Synod. Laod. can. 16. Cypr. § Walaf. Strab. de rebus Eccle- 

lib. ii. ep. 6. et lib. iv. ep. 6. Am- siast. cap. 22. 
bros. lib. i. Offic. cap. 8. et ep. 75- et || Hieron. in prol. Galeat. 

lib. de Helia atque jejunio, cap. 20. 
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have done, whose custom is so to name for the most part only 
such as might not publicly be read or divulged. Ruffinus there- 
fore having rehearsed the self-same Books of Canonical Scrip- 
ture, which with us are held to be alone Canonical, addeth 
immediately, by way of caution, " We must know that other 
Books there are also, which our forefathers have used to name 
not Canonical but Ecclesiastical Books^ as the Book of Wisdom^ 
Ecclesiasticusy Toby, Judith, the Maccabees, in the Old Testa- 
ment ; in the New, the Book of Hermas, and such others : all 
which Books and Writings they willed to be read in Churches, 
but not to be alleged as if their authority did bind us to build 
upon them our faith. Other Writings they named Apocryphal, 
which they would not have read in Churches. These things 
delivered unto us from the Fathers we have in this place thought 
good to set down *." So far Ruffinus. 

He which considereth notwithstanding what store of ^se and 
forged Writings f , dangerous unto Christian belief, and yet bearing 
glorious inscriptions, began soon upon the Apostles' times to be 
admitted into the Church, and to be honoured as if they had 
been indeed Apostolic, shall easily perceive what cause the 
Provincial Synod of Laodicea X might have as then to prevent 
especially the danger of Books made newly Ecclesiastical, and 
for fear of the fraud of Heretics, to provide that such public 
Readings might be altbgether taken out of Canonical Scripture. 
Which Ordinance respecting but that abuse that grew through 
the intermingling of Lessons human with sacred, at such time as 
the one both affected the credit and usurped the name of the 
other (as by the Canon of a later Council §, providing remedy 
for the self-same evil, and yet allowing the old Ecclesiastical 
Books to be read, it doth more plainly and clearly appear), 
neither can be construed, nor should be urged utterly to pre- 
judice our use of those old Ecclesiastical Writings ; much less 
of Homilies, which were a third kind of Readings usual in 
former times, a most commendable institution, as well then to 

. * Ruffinus in Symbol. Apost. apud § Concil. Carthag. 3. c. 47. ^ Pns- 

Cypr. [§ 38.] ter Scripturas Ganonicas nihil in 

t Vide Gelas. Decret. torn. Con- Ecclesiis legatur sub nomine divi- 

cil. 2. p. 462. narum Scripturarum*" Circa An. 

X Circa An. Dom. 366. Dom. 401. 
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supply the casual* as now the necessary defect of Seimons. 
In the heat of general persecution, whereunto Christian belief 
was subject upon the first promulgation thereof throughout 
the world, it much confirmed the courage and constancy of 
weaker minds, when public relation was made unto them after 
what manner God had been glorified through the sufferings of 
Martyrs, famous amongst them for holiness during life, and at 
the time of their death, admirable in all men's eyes through 
miraculous evidence of grace divine assisting them from above. 
For which cause the virtues of some being thought expedient to 
be annually had in remembrance above the rest, this brought in 
a fourth kind of public Reading, whereby the lives of such 
Saints and Martyrs had at the time of their yearly memorials 
solemn recognition in the Church of God f . The fond imitation 
of which laudable custom being in later ages resumed, when 
there was neither the like cause to do as the Fathers before had 
done, nor any care, conscience, or wit, in such as undertook to 
perform that work, some brainless men have by great labour and 
travail brought to pass, that the Church is now ashamed of 
nothing more than of Saints. 

If, therefore. Pope Gelasius | did so long sithence see those 
defects of judgment, even then, for which the reading of the 
Acts of Martyrs should be, and was at that time, forborne in the 
Church of Rome ; we are not to marvel, fliat afterwards Legends 
being grown in a manner to be nothing else but heaps of 
frivolous and scandalous vanities, they have been even with 
disdain thrown out, the very nests which bred them abhorring 
them§. 

We are not therefore to except only Scripture, and to make 
confusedly all the residue of one suit, as if they who abolish 
Legends could not without incongruity retain in the Church 



* Ck>ncil. Vasen. 2. habitom An. et Hadrian, epist. ad Carol. Magn. 

Dom. 444 torn. Concil. 2. p. 19. t Gelas. circa An. Dom. 492. torn. 

" Si Presbyter, aliqua infirmitate Concil. 2. p. 461. 

prohibente, per seipsum non potuerit § Concil. Colon, celebrat. An. 

prsedicare, Sanctorum Patrom Ho- Dom. 1536. par. ii. cap. 6. Melch. 

miliae a Diaconibus recitentur." Can. locor. theoL Ub. xi. Viv. de trad. 

t Concil. Carthag. 3. can. 13. et disc. lib. v. 
Greg. Turon. de gloria mart. ca. 86. 
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either Homilies or those old Ecclesiastical Books. Which Books 
in case myself did think, as some others do, safer and better 
to be left publicly unread; nevertheless as in other things of 
like nature, even so in this *, my private judgment I should be 
loth to oppose against the force of their reverend authority, who 
rather considering the divine excellency of some things in all, 
and of all things in certain of those Apocrypha which we 
publicly read, have thought it better to let them stand as a list 
or marginal border unto the Old Testament, and though with 
divine, yet as human compositions, to grant at . the least unto 
certain of them public audience in the House of God. For 
inasmuch as the due estimation of heavenly truth dependeth 
wholly upon the known and approved authority of those famous 
Oracles of God, it greatly behoveth the Church to have always 
most especial care, lest through confused mixture at any time, 
human usurp the room and title of divine Writings. Wherefore, 
albeit for the people's more plain instruction (as the ancient use 
hath been f) we read in our Churches certain Books besides the 
Scripture, yet as the Scripture we read* them not. All men 
know our professed opinion touching the difference whereby we 
sever them from the Scripture. And if any where it be 
suspected, that some one or other will haply mistake a thing so 
manifest in every man's eye, there is no let, but that as often as 
those Books are read, and need so requireth, the style of their 
difference may expressly be mentioned, to bar even all possibility 
of error. 

It being then known, that we hold not the Apocrypha for 
sacred (as we do the Holy Scripture), but for human composi- 
tions, the subject whereof are sundry divine matters ; let there 
be reason shewed, why to read any part of them publicly it 
should be unlawful or hurtful unto the Church of God. I hear 
it said, that "many things" in them are very "fiivolous" and 
unworthy of public audience ; yea, many contrary, " plainly 
contrary to the Holy Scripture J." Which hitherto is neither 

* ** In errorum barathrum facili- Aug. de prsed. Sanct. lib. i. c. 14. 

ter ruunt, qui conceptus proprios Prsef. gloss, ord. et Lyr. ad prol. 

patrum definitionibus anteponunt." Hieron. in Tob. 

cap. un. de Relig. do. in extra. X T. C. lib. ii. p. 400, 401 . 

t Hieron. preef. ad libros Salom. 
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sufficiently proved by him who saith it; and if the proofs 
thereof were strong, yet the very allegation itself is weak. 
Let us therefore suppose (for I will not demand to what purpose 
it is, that against our custom of reading Books not Can<mical, 
they bring exceptions of matter in those Books which we never 
use to read)f suppose, I say, that what faults soever they have 
observed throughout the passages of all those Books, the same 
in every respect were such as neither could be construed, nor 
ought to be censured otherwise than even as themselves pretend : 
yet as men through too much haste oftentimes forget the errand 
whereabout they should go ; so here it appeareth, that an eager 
desire to rake together whatsoever might prejudice, or any way 
hinder the credit of Apocryphal Books, hath caused the 
collector's pen so to run as it were on wheels, that the mind 
which should guide it had no leisure to think, whether that 
which might haply serve to withhold from giving them the 
authority which belongeth unto sacred Scripture, and to cut them 
off from the Canon, would as effectually serve to shut them 
altogether out of the • Church, and to withdraw from granting 
unto them that public use wherein they are only held as profit- 
able for instruction. Is it not acknowledged, that those Books 
are **holy," that they are ** Ecclesiastical" and ** sacred," that to 
term them ** divine," as being for their excellency next unto 
them which are properly so termed, is no way to honour them 
above desert ; yea, even that the whole Church of Christ, as 
well "at the first" as "sithence," hath most worthily approved 
their fitness for the public information of life and manners * ? 

Is not thus much, I say, acknowledged, and that by them, 
who notwithstanding receive not the same for "any part of 
Canonical Scripture;" by them who deny not but that they are 
"faulty;" by them who are ready enough to give instances 
wherein they seem to contain matter "scarce agreeable with 
Holy Scripture ?" So little doth such their supposed faultiness 
in moderate men's judgment enforce the removal of them out of 
the House of God, that still they are judged to retain worthily 
those very titles of commendation, than which there cannot 



* Conf. Helv. in Harm. Conf. sect. 1. Belg. Con. art 6. Lubert de 
Princip. Christ. Dogm. lib. i. c. 4. 
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greater be given to Writings, the authors whereof are men. As 
in truth, if the Scripture itself, ascribing to the persons of men 
righteousness in regard of their manifold virtues, may not rightly 
be construed as though it did thereby clear them and make them 
quite free from all faults, no reason we should judge it absurd to 
commend their Writings as reverend, holy, and sound, wherein 
there are so many singular perfections, only for that the exquisite 
wits of some few peradventure are able dispersedly here and 
there to find now a word and then a sentence, which may be 
more probably suspected than easily cleared of error by us, 
which have but conjectural knowledge of their meaning. 

Against immodest invectives, therefore, whereby they are 
charged as being fraught with *' outrageous lies *,'' we doubt not 
but their more allowable censure will prevail, who without so 
passionate terms of disgrace do note a difference great enough 
between Apocryphal and other Writings, a difference such as 
Jose'phus\ and Epiphanius observe: the one declaring, that 
amongst the Jews, Books written after the days of Artaxerxes 
were not of equal credit with them which had gone before, inas- 
much as the Jews sithence that time had not the like exact suc- 
cession of Prophets; the other acknowledging, that they are 
** profitable J," although denying them to be " divine " in such 
construction and sense as the Scripture itself is so termed. With 
what intent they were first published, those words of the Nephew 
of Jesus do plainly enough signify, '* Afi;er that my Grandfather 
Jesus had given himself to the reading of the Law and the 
Prophets, and other Books of our Fathers, and had gotten therein 
sufficient judgment, he purposed also to write something pertain- 
ing to learning and wisdom, to the intent that they which were 
desirous to learn, and would give themselves to these things, 
might profit much more in living according to the Law§.*' 
Their end in writing, and ours in reading them, is the same. 
The Books of Judith, Toby 9 Baruch^ Wisdom, and Ecclesiasticus, 
we read, as serving most unto that end. The rest we leave unto 
men in private. 

* The Libel of Metaphys. Schoolp. Xp^criftot fikv lioi Kai ct^^lXt/iot, 

art. 34. dXX' iIq dpiOfibv prirwv oIk dva- 

f Joseph, cont. Ap. lib. L [§ 8.] ^Ipovrat. 

; Epiphan. [de Ponder. § 4.] § Prsefat. ad lib. Ecdes. 
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Neither can it be reasonably thought, because upon certain 
solemn occasions, some Lessons are chosen out of those Books, 
and of Scripture itself some Chapters not appointed to be read 
at all, tliat we thereby do offer disgrace to the Word of God, or 
lifl up the writings of men above it. For in such choice we do 
not tliink, but that fitness of speech may be more respected than 
worthiness. If in that which we use to read, there happen by 
the way any clause, sentence, or speech, that soundeth towards 
error, should the mixture of a little dross constrain the Church 
to deprive herself of so much gold, rather than learn how by 
art and judgment to make separation of the one from the other ? 
To this effect very fitly, firom the counsel that St. Jerome giveth 
Lseta *, of taking heed how she read the Apocrypha, as also by 
the help of other learned men's judgments delivered in like case, 
we may take direction. But surely the arguments that should 
bind us not to read them, or any part of them publicly at all, 
must be stronger than as yet we have heard any. 

[* £p. Ivii. torn. iv. p. 596.] 
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ST. AUGUSTINE'S LANGUAGE CONCERNING THE APO- 
CRYPHA; AND CONCERNING THE JEWISH CHURCH AS 
THE GUARDIAN OF THE CANON OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 



(a) S. August. De Civitate Deiy lib. xi. cap, ii. ed. Paris, 
1838. vol. vii. p. 439. — Ipsa Veritas Deus Dei Filius homine 
assumpto, non Deo consumpto, eamdem constituit atque fundavit 
fidem, ut ad homines Deum iter esset homini per hominem 
Deum. Hie est enim mediator Dei et hominum homo Christus 
Jesus. — Ibid. cap. iii. Hie prius per prophetas, deinde per se 
ipsum, postea per Apostolos, quantum satis esse judicavit, 
locutus, etiam Scripturam condidit quae Canonica nominatur, 
eminentissimae auctoritatis, eui fidem habemus de his rebus quas 
ignorare non expedit, nee per nosmetipsos nosse idonei sumus. 

(b) Ibid. lib. xvii. cap. xx. vol. vii. pp. 765, 766. — Pro- 
phetasse etiam ipse Salomon reperitur in suis libris, qui tres 
recepti sunt in auctoritatem canonicanij Proverbia^ Ecclesiastes, 
et Canticum canticorum. Alii vero duo^ quorum unus Sapiential 
alter Ecclesiasticus dicitur, propter eloquii nonnullam similitudi- 
nem, ut Salomonis dicantur, obtinuit consuetudo : non autem esse 
ipsius non dubitant doetiores ; eos tamen in auctoritatem, maxime 
oecidentalis, antiquitus reeepit Eeclesia. * * * ♦ ♦ Sed 
adversus contradictores non tanta firmitate proferuntur, quae 
scripta non sunt in Canone Judceorum, 

2. In tribtis vero illis, quae Salomonis esse constat, et Judcei 
canonicos habenty ut ostendatur ad Christum et Ecclesiam per- 
tinere quod in eis ejusmodi reperitur, operosa disputatio neces- 
saria est, quae nos ultra quam oportet, si nunc adhibetur, ex- 
tendit. 
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(c) S. August. De Civitate Dei, lib. xvii. cap. xxiv. vol. vii. 
p. 771. — Toto autem illo tempore, ex quo redierunt de Baby- 
lonia, post Malachiam, Aggceum et Zachariam, qui tunc pro- 
plietaverunt, et Esdram, non habuerunt Prophetas usque ad 
Salvatoris adventum, nisi alium Zachariam, patrem Joannisy et 
Elizabeth ejus uxorem, Christi nativitate jam proximlt ; et eo 
jam nato, Simeonem senem, et Annam vidoam jamque grand- 
sevam, et ipsum Joannem novissimum: qui juvenisy jam 
juvenem Christum, non quidem futurum praedixit, sed tamen 
incognitum prophedca cognitione monstravit : propter quod ipse 
Dominus ait, Lex et Prophetce usqite ad Joannem, Sed istorum 
quinque prophetatio ex Evangelio nobis nota est: ubi et ipsa 
Virgo mater Domini ante Joannem prophetasse invenitur. Sed 
banc istorum prophetiam Judsei reprobi non accipiunt : acce- 
perunt autem, qui ex eis innumerabiles Evangelio crediderunt. 
Tunc enim vere Israel divisus est in duo, divisione ilia, quae per 
Samuelem prophetam Sauli regi est immutabilis praenuntiata. 
Malachiam vero, Aggaeum, Zachariam, et Esdram, etiam Judaei 
reprobi in auctoritatem canonicam receptos novissimos hahenU Sunt 
enim et scripta eorum, sicut aliorum, qui in magna multitudine 
Prophetarum perpauci ea scripserunt, quae auctoritatem canonis 
obtinerent. 

{d) S. AuousT. Contra Gaudentium, lib. i. 38. ed* Paris, 1837* 
vol. ix. p. 1006. — Et banc quidem Scripturam quae appel- 
latur Machabceorum non habent Judcei sicut Legem, et Prophetas 
et Psalmos, qui bus Dominus testimonium perhibet tanquam 
tesdbus suis, dicens, Oportebat impleri omnia quae scripta sunt in 
Lege, et PropheHs, et in Psalmis de Me: sed recepta est ab 
Ecclesia non inutiliter, si sobrie legatur vel audiatur^ maximd 
propter illos Machabaeos qui pro Dei lege sicut veri martyres a 
persecutoribus tam indigna atque horrenda perpessi sunt; ut 
etiam hinc populus Christianus adverteret, quoniam non sunt 
condignae passiones hujus temporis ad futuram gloriam quae 
revelabitur in nobis, pro quibus passus est Christus; si tanta 
patientissime pertulerunt pro lege quam dedit Deus per famulum 
hominibus illis, pro quibus nondum tradiderat Filium. 

(c) S. August. De Civitate Dei, lib. xviii. cap. xxvi. vol. 
vii. p. 815. — Incursantibus autem hostibus, nequaquam prc^edi 
aedificando valuenint, dilatumque opus est usque ad Darium. 
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Per idem tempos etiam ilia sunt gesta, quae conscripta sunt in 
libro Judith; quern sane in Canone Scripiurarum Judcei non 
recepisse dicuntur. Sub Dario ergo rege Persarum impletis 
septuaginta annis, qiios Jeremias propbeta praedixerat, reddita 
est Judaeis soluta captivitate libertas, regnante Romanorum sep- 
timo rege Tarquinio. Quo expulso edam ipsi a regum suorum 
dominatione liberi esse coeperunt. Usque ad hoc temptts Prophetas 
babuit populus Israel : qui cum muld fuerint, paucorum et apud 
Judaeos et apud nos canonica scripta rednentur. 

(/) Ihid, lib. xviii. cap. xxxviii. p. 836. — Nee minim debet 
videri, quod suspecta habentur, quae sub tantse andquitads nomine 
proferuntur ; quandoquidem in ipsa historia regum Juda et regum 
Israel, quae res gestas condnet, de quibus eidem Scripturae cano- 
nicae credimus, commemorantur plurima, quae ibi non explicantur, 
et in libris aliis inveniri dicuntur, quos Prophetae scripserunt, et 
alicubi eorum quoque Prophetarum nomina non tacentur ; nee 
tamen inveniuntur in canone^ quern recepit populus Dei. Cujus 
rei, fateor, causa me latet ; nisi quod exisdmo, edam ipsos, quibus 
ea quae in auctoritate religionis esse deberent, sanctus utique 
Spiritus revelabat, alia sicut homines historica diligentia, alia 
sicut Prophetas inspiratione divina scribere potuisse ; atque haec 
ita fuisse distincta, ut ilia tanquam ipsis, ista vero tanquam Deo 
per ipsos loquend, judicarentur esse tribuenda ; ac sic ilia pertine- 
rent ad ubertatem cognitionis, haec ad religionis auctoritatem : in 
qua auctoritate custoditur canon, praeter quem si qua jam etiam 
sub nomine veterum Prophetarum scripta proferuntur, nee ad 
ipsam copiam sciendae valent, quoniam utrum eorum sint, quorum 
esse dicuntur, incertum est; et ob hoc eis non habetur fides, 
maxime his in quibus etiam contra fidem librorum canonicorum 
quaedam l^untur, propter quod ea prorsus non esse apparet 
illorum. 

(j/) Ibid, cap. xli. p. 842. — At vero gens ilia, ille populus, 
ilia civitasy ilia respublica, illi Israelitce, ** quibus credita sunt 
eloquia Dei,^* nullo modo pseudoprophetas cum veris Propheds pari 
licentia confuderunt : sed Concordes inter se atque in nullo dissen- 
dentes, sacrarum Litterarum veraces ab eis agnoscebantur et 
tenebantur auctores. 

(h) S. August, in Psal. 40. — Si aliquis perstrepit inimicus, 
et dicit, vos vobis Prophetias finxisds; proferantur Codices 

L^2] 
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JudcBorum. Judcei tanquam capsarii nostri sunt : studentibiis 
nobis codices portant. Apud illos sunt Prophetse et Lex ; in qua 
Lege, et in quibus Prophetis Christus prsedicatus est. 

{() Idem in Psal. bQ. Proptereii adbuc Judcei sunt, ut 
Libros nostros portent ad confusionem suain. Quando enim 
volumus ostendere Paganis prophetatum Cbristum, proferimus 
Paganis Istas Literas. Quia omnes ipsse Liters, quibus Christus 
prophetatus est, apud Judceos sunt, Omnes Ipsas Literas habeiU 
Judcei, Proferimus Codices ab Inimicis, ut confundanaus alios 
Inimicos. Codicem portat Judceus^ unde credat Christianus, 
Librarii nostri facti sunt. 

(k) Idem, lib. xii. contra Faust, cap. 13. — Et quid est aliud 
hodieque gens ipsa Judceorum, nisi qusedam Scriniaria Christia- 
norum, bajulans Legem et Prophetas ad testimonium assertionis 
Ecclesise ? 

(I) S. AuousT. de Unit, Eecl, cap. 16. — Deroonstrent eccle- 
siam suam in praescripto Legis^ in Prophetarum praBdictisy in 
Psalmorum cantibus, hoc est, in Omnibus Canonicis Sanctorum 
Librorum Auctoritatibus, 
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ON THE CONSEQUENCES WHICH WOULD FOLLOW FROM 
THE TOTAL REJECTION OF THE APOCRYPHA. 



I would gladly have been spared all reference to this topic ; 
but a Treatise on the Canon of Scripture would be very 
imperfect, unless it adverted to it. It would also have been an 
act of ingratitude to that merciful Providence, which has watched 
over the Church of England, if I had omitted this occasion of 
inviting the reader to consider the great evils which would have 
arisen from the rejection of the Apocrypha from our Churches 
and our Bibles. 

Perhaps, these results cannot be more clearly displayed than 
by the following statement derived from a recent work by the 
learned Romanist Professor, Dr. Malou, on the " Reading of the 
Holy Bible in the Vulgar Tongue.*' Louvain, 2 vols. 1846. 
The whole of the art. 2. of the Ninth Chapter (p. 173—201) of 
his book, bears on this point, and deserves a careful perusal. 

The Author observes, (vol. ii. p. 173,) that the earliest Re- 
formers, following the practice of the ancient Church, retained 
the Apocrypha. This he shows to be true of Luther (p. 174), 
Calvin (p. 175), and the Synod of Dort (Session x, 23 Nov. 
1618); of Archbishop Cranmer * and the Church of England, 

* Compare Strype's Life of Arch- Bibles. The archbishop said, that 
bishop Whitgift, book iii. near the he did indeed give such command- 
end, p. 590, ed. Oxford, 1822. — ment, and further, that he meant to 
Martin Marprelate ** reckoned it see it observed ; asking, Who ever 
up among the Archbishop's high separated the Apocrypha from the 
crimes, that he commanded the Bible, from the beginning of Chris- 
Apocrypha to be bound up with the tianity to that day !'' 



I 
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in her Prayer Book, Bible, and Articles (p. 178, 179), and in 
her Universities (p. 184, 185). He also proves the same of 
other foreign Reformed Churches in Switzerland (p. 177). 
Prussia, France, Sweden, Denmark, and Russia (p. 174. 189). 

He then charges those Protestants who reject the Apocrypha 
with separating themselves from the whole Church, and from 
their own predecessors ; and with venturing on a step never taken 
by the Fathers, or Councils of the Church, or by the Reformers 
themselves ; and with doing that very thing of which they accuse 
the Council of Trent, and the Church of Rome, that is, of 
imposing a New Bible on the consciences of all who would com- 
municate with them (p. 199, 200). 

It next appears from this author, how this act is used by the 
Church of Rome to justify herself in proscribing Protestant 
Bibles, and how in this way it is an insurmountable impediment 
to the circulation of the Scriptures in Roman Catholic countries, 
and thus frustrates the good intentions of those who desire to 
disseminate them. 

" L'Eglise (says he, p. 200,) se renferme dans les homes d'une 
legitime defense, lorsqu*elle proscrit Tusage des Bibles prO" 
testantes (he means those which exclude the Apocrypha)^ qui ont 
6te mutiUes en depit de ses lois et en haine de ses croyances. 
Les Bibles tronquSes sont autant de manifestations de la pensee 
hostile • • . des armes deguisees par Theresie pour combattre 
VEglise et alterer notre foi. Toutes meritent Taversion des 
catholiques et la reprobation des pasteurs. On ne peut done ni 
accepter ni lire un de ces volumes, sans commettre aux yeux de 
TEglise un acte formel de desobeissance." 

We can never be too thankful that these observations are not 
applicable to the Church of England. 

God grant that they never may be ! 
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ON ST. PAUL'S EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS. 



Primasius Uticensis in Afric^ Episcopus, ed. Lugduni, 1537. 
p. 473. 

Ad Hebrceos divi Pauli Epistola : Prcefatio. — In primordiis 
hujus epistolaB dicendura est, quae causa extiterit, cur Apostolus 
Paulus morem suum in hac epistola non servaverit : videlicet ut 
vel vocabulum nominis sui, vel ordinis describeret dignitatem. 

HaBC igitur causa extitit, quod earn nomine suo non titulavit, 
quia JudcBis scribebat suis fratribus, quibus odiosus erat, eo quod 
circumcisionera, et Sabbatura et sacrificia caetera, quae lex prae- 
cepit observanda, ipse doceret non debere carnaliter observari 
post Dominican! passionem. 

Nam illi, qui crediderant, Judaei, contendebant utrumque tenere, 
baptizari scilicet secundum gratiam evangelii ; et circumcidi, 
Sabbatum quoque observare, secundum legis praBceptum. Qua- 
propter si posuisset nomen suum Apostolus in exordio hujus 
epistolaB, poterat evenire, ut ejus aemuli nomen illius in prima 
fronte legentes dedignarentur eam recipere : sicque utilitas lee- 
tionis differretur. 

Nomen autem apostolatus idcirco non posuit, quoniam ipse 
Apostolus gentium constitutus, si nomine Apostolatus sui prae- 
titularet epistolam ad eos directam, vocans se Apostolum, vide- 
retur illis fortasse, quod se vellet praeferre Apostolo Petro, qui 
princeps illorum erat a Domino ordinatus, sicut idem egregius 
praedicator alio in loco dicit : Qui operatus est (inquiens) Petro 
in Apostolatum circumcisionis, operatus est et mihi inter gentes, 

Fortassis etiam dicerent : Quid est quod Paulus doctor gen- 
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tium prsefert se Apostolis nonris Petro et Jacobo? scribat its, 
quibus ordinatus est Apostolus : nam scripta nostrorum Aposto- 
lorum nos abunde possunt docere. Quo facto ostendit se non 
ignorare illorum superbiam, pariterque suam exhibuit humih'- 
tatem. 

Simili modo etiam et Joannes Apostolus causa humilitatisy 
ej usque rationis noraen suum in epistola sua pnetermisit. 

Vel certe dicunt quidam, quod propterea, quia Christum 
erat in epistola nomina turns Apostolum, dicendo, Hahemus Pon^ 
tificem et Apostolum confessionia nostrce^ Jesum justum, nolueiit 
nomen Apostolatus sui in primordio hujus epistolae ponere. Non 
enim congruum duxit, ut ubi Christum dicturus erat Apostolum, 
inibi etiam se Apostolum nominaret, maximeque in titulo : ne 
videretur cuilibet praeferre se Christo. 

Hanc autem quidam dicunt esse Bamabae, quidam Lucae, qui- 
dam Clementis, dicentes, quoniam si Pauli esset, ipse utique 
more soli to, sicut in aliis, ita etiam in ista nomen suum prae- 
poneret. Sed si Pauli non erit, quia ejus nomine non est titu- 
lata, ergo nee Bamabae, nee Lucae, neque Clementis, aut alicujus 
erit eo quod nullius nomine titulatur. Cui ergo horum adscri- 
benda est ? Utique egregio praedicatori *, quippe quae ex lucido 
sensu, ex genere locutionis, comprobatur illius esse : quanquam 
subtiliori atque apertiori stylo comprebensa sit omnibus epistolis : 
nam fertur Apostolus hanc Hebraeis missam, Hebraeo sermone 
eum conscripsisse ; in qua ipse peritissimus extitit, cum reliquas 
GraBCo sermone scripserit. Post discessum vero Apostoli Lucas 
evangelista Graeco sermone eam comprebendit ; ex quo post- 
modum translata est in Latinam linguam, sicut et reliqua. 

* i. e, Paulo, vide sup. p. [87, lin. 26, 27. 



THE END. 
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